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Section 1

What is Sociology?
What discipline examines the aﬀects of racism and sexism in our
society?

What discipline analyzes how the wealthiest 0.1% of

our nation influences the media and government along with the

Movie 1.1 Diﬀerences Between Sociology and
Psychology

economy? What discipline observes how the toys that girls and
boys play with prepare them for the social roles they are
conditioned to fulfill later in life? What discipline scrutinizes why
police brutality is more like to occur in certain cities over others?
What discipline questions how religion and government usually
support each other?

What discipline questions why marriages

have only recently allowed homosexuals to marry?
Sociology is the scientific study of human social behavior and
people from this discipline could cover any of the topics that
were just mentioned.

Unfortunately, a lot of of subjects that

could be covered in sociology causes many people to not know
about it. People often know about the more specific disciplines
such as anthropology, economics, history, political science and
psychology to name a few.

However, many current subjects

such as gender studies, ethnic studies and cultural studies are
branches of sociology that use many of the same theorists and
ideas. (Watch Movie 1.1)

1) https://youtu.be/JmNsCuy2kK0?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other situations where sociology and
psychology may diﬀer? Explain.

Macro

versus

Micro-Sociology

Sociology can be studied at two broad levels. Macrosociology

2

concentrates on large-scale phenomena or entire civilizations.

situations and occurrences that can be explained by the

Examples of this would be how the education systems of the US

attitudes, aptitudes and abilities of a person.

and Japan diﬀer in principles and practice or how pop culture

issues are broader social dilemmas that aﬀect multiple people at

aﬀects teenagers in the US.

the same time and the people concerned may have very little

These are large-scale questions

fequently require a lot of money and resources to accomplish.

However, public

control over of their situation. (Watch Movie 1.2)

However, many sociologists do not do research on such a grand
scale.

Microsociology stresses the study of relatively small

Movie 1.2 Dating and the Sociological Imagination

groups of people and our everyday interactions to determine
social meaning. Staying within the previously mentioned topics,
these researchers could study the diﬀerent teaching strategies at
a Montessori school (US) and a Kumon Learning Center (Japan)
or examine the eﬀects of Miley Cyrus’ twerking video on students
at a local middle school. Therefore, it must be understood that
the main diﬀerence between macro and micro-sociology is in the
size of the population you are studying and not necessarily the
topic.
What Makes Sociology Diﬀerent?
The beauty and the curse of sociology is that we demand broader

1) https://youtu.be/YA6-B5uKqyI?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video

thinking on topics that many people usually explain on an

2) What is the main point of this video?

individual case-by-case basis.

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

We call this thinking the

sociological imagination, which is an understanding of the
relationship between an individual and the larger social factors
that aﬀect their lives and the lives of others.

C. Wright Mills

4) Can you think of any other examples that would make dating
more diﬃcult that are socially constructed? Explain.

coined this phrase when discussing the diﬀerence between

Another example of the diﬀerence between private troubles and

Private troubles are social

public issues would be to look at why someone does not have a

private troubles and public issues.
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job.

Not having a job could be the result of laziness, lack of

transportation, low education levels, etc.

Each of these

challenges could be understood within the context of personal
troubles.

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Daddy Loves You by the Professor

However, at the end of the Clinton administration in

2000 unemployment levels were below 5%; while during the
Obama administration’s first term unemployment levels rose to
about 10%. A sociologist would be quick to point out that 5% of
the workforce did not all of a sudden become lazy, and that the
social factor that significantly aﬀected joblessness was the
massive economic recession caused primarily by the mortgage
crisis.

Lack of transportation could definitely be considered a

social issue in southern California where public transportation is
ineﬃcient, undependable and inconvenient; which practically
forces people to buy cars. However, in places like New York City
and San Francisco you could go your whole life and not need a
driver’s license because their public transportation systems are
so practical. Lastly, lacking education could be the result of
personal choice, however, what if the school in your district is
underfunded and lacks experienced teachers?

Underfunded

1) https://youtu.be/4ISJ5Kj-Ne4?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

schools are not the fault of the students but of larger social
factors that influence school funding, i.e. property taxes, that
cause schools in poor areas not to be able to oﬀer competitive
wages and ideal working conditions to attract the most qualified
teachers. (Watch Movie 1.3)

4

Section 2

A Functionalist Perspective
As a practice, sociology uses diﬀerent lenses to analyze social

school in general, but especially high school and college, helps

phenomena. Each of these perspectives is valuable in their own

people find acceptable marriage partners. (Watch Movie 1.4)

right, but there is always a tendency to favor one viewpoint over
another.

Movie 1.4 The Internet - A Functionalist Perspective

The first perspective that will be covered is the functionalist
perspective which views society as a system of interrelated
parts where any element that endures over time is interpreted as
fundamental and necessary for society to operate. The primary
tenant of functionalism is that society is always trying to maintain
equilibrium, which is the tendency of a social system to resist
change.

To achieve this goal, society creates institutions with

particular manifest functions, which are the obvious and
intended functions of some social phenomenon. An example of
this would be how the education system is directly responsible
for teaching our children how to read, write and do math. The

1) https://youtu.be/FstUQ5bzd_U?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video

same institutions also have latent functions, which are the

2) What is the main point of this video?

unintended and often non-obvious functions of some social

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

phenomenon. One such latent function of the education system
is how it facilitates the mate selection process. In other words,

4) Can you think of other things that the internet has aﬀected?
Explain.
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However, the most challenging part of the functionalist
perspective is that if a social element has endured over extended

Movie 1.5 War on Drugs - What the Data Tells Us to Do

periods of time, then that suggests that it is necessary to the
operation of society. What this suggests is that something like
prostitution, which has been called the world’s oldest profession,
is an essential social institution because it has been able to thrive
even when people actively fight against its practice. If this is the
case, then we would also need to consider how necessary drug
use and poverty are to society because of the inability to rid
society of their use.
Functionalist Theorists
Auguste Compte (1798 – 1859) is credited with the concept of
positivism, the idea that social behaviors can be calculated and
quantified, and that real knowledge can only be gained through
science, not religion.

His theories have led to establishing

statistics as a basis for making predictions of social behavior.
(Watch Movie 1.5)

1) https://youtu.be/8I2hCFFgkL4?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of other things where research tells us to do
something diﬀerent but society chooses not to? Explain.

Émile Durkheim (1858–1917) focused his research on how the
rapid growth of society lessened personal bonds and social
integration with others in society and created a state of anomie,
which is a state where social rules, norms and expectations are
confused, unclear or entirely lacking.

Durkheim argues in his

book Suicide (1897) that this lack of connection with others
increases the likelihood of deviant behavior and ultimately leads
to higher suicide rates. In his research, he found that Catholics
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had a lower suicide rate than Protestants (Christians that are not

Herbert Spencer – is known for his ideological support of social

Catholic).

He argued that these lower rates were due to the

Darwinism, or the “survival of the fittest,” which suggests that as

highly structured lives of Catholics, who have practices such as

society evolves people who cannot adapt to current social

formal confessions, memorized prayers and established ages for

conditions will ultimately be eliminated from the human gene

convocation, while all of these elements are completely missing in

pool. In other words, Spencer did not see any social responsibility

Protestant churches. A more current example of how anomie can

to alleviate the circumstances of the numerous poor people that

aﬀect our lives is in families that experience divorce. Children of

were being created through the implementation of capitalism

divorced parents are far more likely to engage in deviant behavior,

during the Industrial Revolution period. Spencer argued that poor

i.e. drug use, illicit sex, and poor academic performance, than

people were socially, economically, physically and/or mentally

children whose parents have not been divorced. (Watch Movie

unfit for the modern era, which explained their current social

1.6)

position.

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Twins By Ant Black

If society did anything to try and ameliorate the

conditions of the poor it would only be preventing the inevitable
and therefore use scarce and valuable resources on people that
will not not succeed regardless of how much help they receive.

1) https://youtu.be/O9W0l-7ftmE - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 3

The Conflict Perspective
The Conflict perspective focuses on how the imbalance of

of patriarchy as a system of domination. Race theory puts racial

power in social relationships leads
to the uneven distribution of
resources in society.

This

perspective, more than the other
two, views society as an arena

and ethnic groups at the center of

Movie 1.7 Prison Sentencing - The Case of Brock
Turner
Washington Post June 7, 2016

where small groups of people try

analysis regarding social structural
organization, which inherently
leads to inequality. (Watch Movie
1.7)
Conflict Theorist

to exert their influence over others
to obtain valuable resources. This

The quintessential class scholar

perspective is usually broken

would be Karl Marx (1818–1883)

down into three major theoretical

who wrote the Communist

groupings: Class, Feminist and
Race.

Manifesto.

Class theory seeks to

on how capitalism ultimately

explain society’s political and
social behavior based upon its
economic system.

Feminist

created a two-class structure: the
1) https://youtu.be/uHpEk8iUmPY?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video

theory is a theoretical approach

2) What is the main point of this video?

that focuses on the role of women

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

in a particular society, unequal
treatment based on gender
categories and the perpetuation

His research focused

4) Can you think of any other situations where the punishment may
not fit the crime? Explain.

proletariat who are the workers of
a given society and the
bourgeoisie who are the owners
of the means of production. Marx
theorized that once the proletariat
gained a shared awareness of
how the bourgeoisie manipulated
8

them to stay in power, the workers of the world would unite and

Movie 1.8 Max Weber on Power

overthrow their common oppressors through a worldwide
Communist Revolution.

Marx argued that the reason for this

impending social upheaval was because capitalism is an
inherently evil and untamable beast that is full of contradictions,
e.g. profit over people. The combination of all of these elements
leads individuals to feel alienation, which is the loss of control
over our creative human capacity to produce, separation from the
products we make, and isolation from our fellow workers.
Marx would argue that an example of this concept would be the
music industry.

To make the most profit, artists are often

encouraged to restrict their creativity to make “pop” music, which
is why people in this genre essentially sound the same.

This

1) https://youtu.be/MppyZZP8Rxk?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video

mass production of music creates in many artists a sense of

2) What is the main point of this video?

separation from their songs because they do not feel it reflects

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

who they truly are anymore. Artistic compromise solely made to
increase profit isolates these musicians from the community of
artists that they originated from creating a sense of loneliness and
despair.
Another class theorist would be Max Weber (1864–1920) who
took issues of power a step further than Marx. Weber argued that
who has power was determined not only by social class and
control of material resources but also by social status and
organizational resources. (Watch Movie 1.8)

4) Can you think of any other examples of how power manifests
itself in our society? Explain.

Although Simone de Beauvoir stood in opposition to women
being heavily restricted to work in the home and the poem Ain’t I
a Woman by Sojourner Truth stated that women are not weak and
fragile and are completely capable of doing strenuous labor, the
feminist perspective in sociology is best represented by Margaret
Mead who argued that gender roles are not “natural”, but socially
constructed.

Her work on gender roles in Papua New Guinea

found that women were the dominant sex, which challenged male
9

conceptions of the role of women in society as biologically

The sociologist that epitomizes race theory best is W. E. B. Du

determined rather than culturally constructed.

Her research

Bois (1868–1963) who wrote Souls of Black Folks (1903) in which

suggested that men and women can be leaders; both men and

he proposed the idea of double consciousness; that black

women can be warmongers; both men and women could be

people in the US maintained dueling identities, simultaneously

competitive, and both men and women could be nurturing.

In

American and black, and thus experienced social marginality. To

other words, culture, not biology, largely dictates the gender roles

understand this concept, we must first know that being

that we find in our society. (Watch Movie 1.9)

considered American is a status that confers rights and privileges

Movie 1.9 Poetry in Praxis
Monster by Split this Rock

on that person while being considered black significantly lowered
a person’s social status.

Throughout US history, times of war

typically signified a limited amount of acceptance of black
people.

Even during times of slavery and segregation, black

people have fought in all of this country’s wars searching for the
ever-allusive rights of freedom and equality that were stated in
our founding documents.

However, once the World Wars were

over and black soldiers returned to the United States, they found
that the liberties that they fought to protect in Europe were not
extended to them thus creating and perpetuating a double
consciousness for black people.
However, it is important to state that this concept is not restricted
1) https://youtu.be/jXk3uhlhAVY - Video

to the black population.

2) What is the poem about?

concept between the spaces of being perceived as straight or

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

lesbian/gay.

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

Homosexuals may experience this

Women may experience this concept through the

socially conditioned roles they are taught at a very young age.
While Chicano/Latinos may experience their immigration status in
a manner that resembles double consciousness. (Watch Movie
1.10)
10

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
White Girl by Ant Black

1) https://youtu.be/bZrQbv9RO3o - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 4

Symbolic Interactionist
The Symbolic interactionist perspective analyzes everyday

experiences, but our social realities are also built for us. A good

forms of social interactions to develop an understanding of

example of this concept is what we call reality TV shows.

By

putting the word reality in the title of

society as a whole. More than
any other perspective,

Movie 1.11 Black and White Friends on Facebook

the genre, it suggests that the action,

interactionist challenge how

by Strange Fruit Sociology

situations and plot lines found in

we view the world and moves

these shows are somehow more real

us away from the idea that

than other TV shows. However, what

r e a l i t y i s fi x e d a n d

we find is that these reality shows are

unchangeable.

just as constructed and scripted as

These

theorists argue the social

any other show.

construction of reality, which

look for specific shots.

states that our perception of

create material for the show rather

what is real is shaped by the

than just let things happen

subjective meanings we bring

haphazardly, while directors and

to any experience and is
lear ned through human
interaction.
However, not only do we
construct our own realities
based on our personal

1) https://youtu.be/7ZYD2BOpx2A?
list=PLLejE0fx8zBlUxm7MSuskKWZYAijwFGXo - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of how certain social issues
can show how you and your friends are concerned about very
diﬀerent things? Explain.

Camera workers
Producers

editors cut out the very real parts of
people’s lives that the audience would
consider boring.

Symbolic Interactionist Theorist
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A sociologist that would be regarded as a symbolic interactionist
would be Erving Goﬀman (1922–1982) who popularized a
concept known as the dramaturgical approach, which
compares everyday life to the setting of the theater and stage and
sees people as theatrical performers. He argues that people act
according to how they want to be interpreted in a given social
situation and we do this through impression management,
which involves an individual altering his or her presentation of self
to provide information and cues to satisfy particular audiences.

Movie 1.12 Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis
To The Boys That May Eventually Date My Daughter
by Jesse Parent

1) https://youtu.be/KcIwZ1Dth0c - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 5

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Race Theory (9)
Proletariat (9)

Sociology (2)

Bourgeoisie (9)

Macrosociology (2)

Alienation (9)

Microsociology (2)

Double Consciousness (10)

Sociological Imagination (3)

Symbolic Interactionist (12)

Private Troubles (3)

Social Construction of Reality (12)

Public Issues (3)

Dramaturgical Approach (12)

Functionalist Perspective (6)

Impression Management (12)

Equilibrium (6)
Manifest Functions (6)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Latent Functions (6)

Sociological Imagination

Positivism (7)

Positivism

Anomie (7)

Anomie

Social Darwinism (8)

Social Darwinism

Conflict Perspective (9)

Alienation

Class Theory (9)

Double Consciousness

Feminist Theory (9)

Social Construction of Reality
Dramaturgical Approach
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Impression management

Bullet-point answer questions:
- What are the three sociological perspectives?
- What are the three theories within the conflict perspective?
- Name three of sociology’s most famous theorists.
Short answer questions:
- What is the diﬀerence between macro-sociology and microsociology and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between private troubles and public
issues and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between manifest functions and latent
functions and give an example of both?

Critical thinking questions:
- What are the three sociological perspectives and what would
they study regarding the criminal justice system?
- What would a class, feminist and race theorist study regarding
the importance of sports in our society?
- Define the sociological imagination and explain how a person’s
employment status could be the result of larger social factors.
15

Section 6

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Diﬀerences Between Sociology and Psychology
All right so one of the best ways to describe the diﬀerence
between psychology and sociology would take an example like
people who are diagnosed with ADHD or attention deficit
hyperactive disorder right #so on the psychology side what we
know Russian Mark well what we know is that after being
diagnosed with ADHD that the person will probably be sent to
therapy and they would be taught you know diﬀerent coping
mechanisms and strategies in order to help them deal with their
condition and you know on the more severe cases what then
would happen they would do some kind of medical regimen to
help the person deal with their symptoms. A look and this is a
completely valid and scientific way of approaching this problem,
however as a sociologist we would even think of it this way. As a
matter of fact, but we continue to find in the research is that
people who are traditionally diagnosed with ADHD, they actually
would thrive in hunter and gatherer societies, and they also for
whatever reason make really good soldiers. And so then if the
problem is not ADHD than what exactly is the problem? And as a
sociologist we have to point toward where the problem is being

diagnosed the most, and that’s in the education system, and the
education system tends to have a very style to where only one
type of learner is really privileged in that space and so a person
with ADHD, they might actually be more of a kinetic learner, or
maybe they’re more creative, on the creative side of what we as
sociologists would say is that these types of learners need to be
given more opportunities to learn in those spaces so that they
can pay attention and they can do things that will actually help
them retain the knowledge other than the one-size-fits-all
education system that we tend to have right now.
Movie 1.2 Dating and the Sociological Imagination
Alright so let's give an example between the diﬀerence of a
private trouble vs. a public issue. Okay, so let's take something
like dating for instance we're being shy or having ill-fitting clothes
or maybe even a little bit of body odor would be considered like
a private trouble. Alright, because you can deal with all of these
on like an individual basis.

You know if you could take a

communications class to help you out with being shy, you can go
to the department store in order to buy better fitting clothes and
you know, you could increase your personal hygiene habits in
16

order to deal with your body odor. However, larger social factors

pregnant again/And I automatically think it will be another boy/But

can be aﬀecting your dating practices because of how tall you

lo and behold God blesses me with a beautiful, bouncing baby…

are. So, let’s take like you're good looking, you know, career

girl/And she rocks my world/And she makes me rethink my entire

oriented male who just happens to be 5 feet tall. Now look, there

parenting strategy/All while standing in the center of a pile of pink

is literally nothing wrong with being 5 feet tall, but our society has

one-sies, blankets and clothes/Pink, pink, pink as far as the eye

suggested, has socialized us into believing that men should be

can see, no diapers or wipees/And so I guess the world is already

taller than the women in their lives. So therefore being a 5 foot tall

trying to suggest to me, that her pooh pooh won’t stink/Because

man, Even though there's nothing wrong with you, they would

what am I to think/Because at the baby shower for my boys/They

have a hard time finding a date in our society because of that

got all of those things /And even things that they couldn’t even

socialized notion that men are supposed to be taller than women.

play with yet like Tonka truck toys/And I thought to myself really?

And then what about if you’re homosexual? being homosexual

Does the programming begin that early?/Where the world is

because of the violence that happens to people in the

already obsessed with my girls looks/But me personally, I would

homosexual community, they generally can't be as open with

rather see her head in those books/But what if it is the books that

their dating practices like going up to some random person and

teach her about history, or is it HIS – story/Where men are

asking them out on a date because of the possibility of the

seemingly the center of the universe/Or that her self worth can

violence and so therefore they're more likely to go on online and

somehow be measured in dollars and cents/Or that this fleeting

to have more personal relationships with folks in order to figure

thing called equality/Is something that she is going to have to

out who they can date or not. So then, so it has nothing to do

fight for everyday of her life/And if that is what the books will do,

with you and there's nothing wrong with you necessarily but in

what will TV teach her?/How to act like she eats regular, and then

our society, defining homosexuality as deviants and defining 5

take her finger/And jam it down her throat along with all her

foot tall as undesirable, that can lead to a lot of consequences in

hopes and dreams in an eﬀort to be thin/But what about the

regards to your dating practices.

woman within? But I guess that is where I come in/And I tell her,

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis Daddy Loves You by the Professor

baby girl, God don’t make ugly, but you can/If you fail to
understand/That the beauty that the world seeks after, no matter

I tell you folks, God must have a sense of humor/Because after

how hard you try/Will ultimately wither into a bag of sagging body

having three boys at the age of 37, my wife tells me she is

parts and wrinkles/But your true beauty will lie/In that twinkle in
your eye/When you hear me say, Daddy loves you/I will protect
17

you, I will support you/And when you learn to skate and fall down,

surf the web and things like that and so people were really

I’ll kiss your boo/And you will never have to worry about where I

excited about this and whatnot I don’t know though that people

am at night/Or why mommy and daddy always fight/Or watch

really understood what was going to change in our society and

your daddy raise another woman’s kids/While his kids don’t have

what eﬀect this technological shift would make and so now I’m

school clothes, eat top ramen every day and bounce around from

thinking about it I mean think about how our social interactions

apartment to apartment because momma can’t pay the rent/Like I

have changed you know back in my day you had to actually pick

did/And I don’t want to just be there in your life, I want to be

up a phone or write a letter to someone in order to communicate

present at every moment/And I pray that I teach you that you are

to them while now a many students of mine they use like

worth waiting for/That you are worth being committed to/That you

Facebook and other social networking sites as their primary

are the sweetest apple sitting at the top of the tree/And that a real

contact source and things like that. Also for crying out loud you

man, I said a real man/Will work his behind oﬀ to try and get you/

have so many people who interact with people all across the

While little boys will try and lie to you/So that they can lie with

world because of the video games and things like that that people

you/Or spend money on you so you will give up the bootie/All for

play and whatnot. In another place that is aﬀected the education

the discount price of dinner and a movie/So any fool who steps to

system, now with videos and being able to post videos, teachers

you like that you know will be unworthy/Simply because/You will

can actually send their students to alternative learning sites in

be looking for a man that loves you the way that… Daddy does

order to for them to teach concepts in class ,and then also I mean

Movie 1.4 The Internet - A Functionalist Perspective

think about also the instantaneous nature of information now
right? It’s that now with our cell phones also adding to this mix

So talking about the Internet is actually a really good illustration of

that many times any informational question that we have we can

what the functionalists are talking about how our institutions, our

just go online right then and there and figured out almost

social institutions are intricately woven together and whatnot and

instantaneously. And lastly you know as we continue to move

the changes in one space will create changes in another and so

towards a paperless society we’ve learned how to pay bills online

think about the technological shift right the Internet and look I’m

and learn how to fill out forms and now were even moving and

44 years old so you have to understand I was actually there when

switching over almost completely into reading books and things

the Internet was first made public and whatnot and so people

like that online. So this is how the Internet how a technological

were so excited you have no idea we had classes about how to

shift can actually aﬀect all parts of our society.
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Movie 1.5 War on Drugs - What the Data Tells Us to Do

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis Twins By Ant Black

Okay so August Comte belief in Positivism has actually allowed

What’s up you’re watching the 2014 Ink Slam Poetry Festival and

him to kind of job as sociologist as societies doctors where our

I'm Shihan and you’re watching ALL DEF DIGITAL.

research is designed to cure society of its social ills. Now look
just like any other doctor though just because we make a
recommendation doesn’t mean that the societies actually going
to pay attention to it. A case in point would be the one drugs,
now look, that when we think about the one drugs all the research
dictates that in order to win the war on drugs we should actually
surrender. And the someway that we do with alcohol because

They were twins nothing in common but blood lines and destiny
in an average American family not knowing which way life will cut
typical childhood consisting of stone-cold stutters and Disney
princess sing-alongs their primary interaction usually involved
television fights which always ended in the decapitation of one of
her Barbie’s hardly dysfunctional PTA parents, used

look and I’m not trying to condone drug usage in any way

Chrysler minivan driving the license plate frame said “twice the

whatsoever but if you think about the prohibition we prohibited

bliss with twins” I met them in high school he was a four sport

the sale and usage of alcohol in the United States that’s when the

athlete naturally fast but what he lacked in size he made up with

vast majority of the violence was created around it. And then we

heart and she was hardly prom queen material band geek, Goth

legalize it again much of that violence when away I mean you

core, nor book worm. Just some dimple cheeked face who

know you don’t hear about, you know Budweiser jumping on their

blended in with the rest of the 12th grade. But that was the year

Clydesdales and doing drive-by shootings against the cores

everything changed. Attorneys and judges enforcing divorce

getting because that stuﬀ just doesn’t happen because we’ve

couldn’t have distracted him in sports but it only made him more

legalized alcohol. And so if we were to legalize drugs that we

focused. Playing his best for college and scholarship oﬀers don't

wouldn’t emphasize other preventative measures just like we do

easily come with a sprawling frame. Trains every day for a body

with alcohol and to me the biggest social benefit of this would be

God didn’t intend to give him. He swears that keys to muscles

that to legalize drugs would drastically reduce the number of

that are ripped and cut. She grows up. Newly finds that boys

prisoners that we have in our prison system and whatnot. And so

don’t give her the attention her daddy used to she was used to

if you think about it like that I would hope like the United States

hearing the words “love” and “princess” twice-daily. Now

will ultimately follow the example of a lot of other countries who

replaced with twice month visitations and usually staying in a

have legalized other drugs.

door closed room counting the smiles of Beyoncé, Britney, and J19

Lo. She thinks, if she was famous she would never have to feel

broken reflection of himself. He died days later, his heart couldn’t

the pains of emotional cuts. He blows up and college recruiters

keep up with his muscles and he collapsed at the 2-yard line, two

pack stands to witness an athletic genius. I heard whispers of

funerals, one-time. Brother, sister. Buried right next to each other

secrets and needles confirmed only by two syringes hidden in a

underneath twin oak trees. Her, in a black dress with long sleeves.

compartment of an old Nike duﬄe bag. Like she has this hidden

His muscles still growing, bursting the suit at the seams. That’s

personality complemented by long sleeve secrets after school

when I found out they were twins. Same blood line. Same destiny.

she sits alone touching her full arm with the blades of razors the

Victims of the way life cuts.

pain escapes her feelings of isolation tilts her wrist so the blood
will drip into the center of her palm. Gripping it tightly, thinking
she’s finally got ahold of herself. You would think he had ahold of

Movie 1.7 Prison Sentencing - The Case of Brock Turner
Washington Post June 7, 2016

himself as theirs six touchdowns and the game went into
overtime. Couldn’t get up high enough, he opens the vial, draws a

So recently in the news there's been a lot of focus on the prison

clear drip out of the bottle injecting it into the fabric of his

sentence that a man by the name of Brock Turner received he is a

hormones hoping one day he can be strong enough to bring his

20 year old white male Stanford student and Collegiate level

parents together. She barely keeps it together. A 17 year old

athlete who was convicted of sexually assaulting an unconscious

junkie addicted to no substance, just sits in class fantasizing on

woman behind a dumpster at a frat party. the maximum sentence

how deep she can feel her veins. Prays to the sensation of pain.

that he could have received was 14 years the prosecution was

Goes home and plays Sound Garden’s “Black Hole Sun”

looking for 6 years. He received a six-month sentence, a six-

ritualistically pricking her skin with a safety pin till she finds a spot

month sentence and so although there is a lot of details that go

she wants to touch. Kisses a razor blade and cuts. Kisses his

into this I understand that but read the article yourself if you want

biceps, now he’s cut. But as suddenly as he admires, he still feels

to his name is Brock Turner. What I want to do is focus on how

uninspired, especially the lack of chisel in his gluts. Smashes his

sociologists, How the conflict perspectives would look at how he

head in the mirror yelling “I WANT TO BE HUGE!” Makes the

received such a minimal sentence. Right? the class perspective

entire house shake, causing the razor blade resting delicately on

would talk about how Money Matters,

literally Money Matters,

her forearm to slip and slice through the center of her wrist. She…

money is able to buy a lawyer that can spend exclusive time on

slips away lifelessly in excruciating pain still unable to cry even if

that particular case and so therefore make sure that Brock Turner

it was for help, for the hours she lay their dying. He stared at the

received the best defense possible.

with a race perspective,
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look,

this is real, this is research and so I'm going to say this

clearly that the research clearly demonstrates that white people
are far more likely to get lesser sentences than people of color
for doing very similar crimes. and so you have to ask yourself the
question, it's like what would this have looked like if this person
was black? what would this have looked like if this person was
poor? What would this have looked like if this person was poor
and black, or poor and a person of color? Right? And so while
lastly though and most importantly is the feminist perspective that
this sentence is a Cornerstone this slap-on-the-wrist is literally a
Cornerstone of a culture that promotes rape. In other words a
rape culture or not seeing this is a serious crime not only
devalues women but it also encourages this type of behavior in
our society. you know the perpetrators father, Brock Turner's
father, he made it even worse by asking the court to give his son
a lesser sentence and really focus on how his son was going to
have not to be able to live a normal life because of this and not
even thinking at all and not even empathizing at all with the fact
that that woman, the victim is not going to be able to live a
normal life ever also! But she didn't do anything wrong, all she
was, was the wrong person, wrong place, wrong time, you know.
So then that is the epitome of what we’re talking about with the
feminist perspective we’re talking about how our culture
promotes rape.

Movie 1.8 Max Weber on Power
So now let me give you some examples of about how power
manifests itself in our society in accordance to Max Weber. Now I
am saying Weber not Webber even though it looks like Weber it’s
pronounced Weber because he is German and so let’s just
remember that as I continue here, but anyway so he talks about
how does it how does it diﬀerence in power in regards to people
of a diﬀerent social class, people of diﬀerent social statuses,
right? And then also people that have access to organizational
resources, and so the easiest thing to talk about probably is
social class. And so these are the truly elite the wealthy people in
our society and besides may be Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg
we probably don’t know a whole bunch about them. the reason
why I know anything about Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg is
because there was movies made after them and a lot of things
like that, but Warren Buﬀett probably don’t know about, may be
even Larry Ellison, how about the Walton’s that run Wal-Mart?
These are people that we tend not to know much about alright,
but they have tremendous power in our society because they
have all the means of production if you would from a Marxist
perspective. but anyway, but then there’s also social status, and
social status than is like I think of celebrities when I think about
when I think about them they don’t have any real actual power
but people perceive them as powerful and so people are likely to
listen to them so then if Emma Watson who played Hermione in
Harry Potter she went and talked to the United Nations about
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feminist issues and so I don’t know how that happens but she

American Beauty turned apple pie cutie. So this year I decided to

definitely did Heath ledger Jake Gyllenhaal and Hathaway they

be a schoolteacher, nurse, fairy, Wonder Woman!

make a movie called broke back Mountain which you know

went to buy the costume I was like “Where’s the rest of it?” /Is

definitely supports the homosexual community and queer

“B” for books or for boobs?/Was the tooth fairy a stripper? /To

community in general and definitely make a public statement

check temperatures or raise them? /Oh hell naw, heels?!/

about that. Jay-Z and Beyoncé they support black lives matter

Halloween has become a diﬀerent type of freak show, and all that

but besides just you know them being who they are the reason

I am don’t fit prettily into polyester and spandex. I much rather be

why we’re listening to them is because of their social statuses in

a Sasquatch, Godzilla, King Kong, Loch Ness, goblin, ghoul, a

our world right. And so then lastly it’s people with organizational

zombie with no conscious cuz’ everybody knows I’m a mother

resources and this is the a little bit more diﬃcult because besides

fuckin’ MONSTER! Society is trying to squeeze the fantasy out of

the president of the United States we surely don’t know a whole

us. Turn our feminine fatal. So this year I think I’ll be monster! /Let

new bunch of the names of people that are associated with this

me be mummy. Empty of all organs so they never fail me. Only

and so the president of the United States they have vastly the

my heart would remain. The center of intelligence and emotion./

most organizational resources they can mobilize entire armies in

But I never need to feel another pair of greedy eyes on me!

regards to things that they need to get done in the United States

Monster./I’d much rather be a vampire. My reflection disappearing

and whatnot. But then there is also like the secretary of defense

every time I looked in the mirror so I wouldn’t have to worry about

there is the secretary of state there is also directors like direct tour

flaws that stare blankly back at me./I will suck every woman

of the FBI director of the CIA even the director of the IRS has

stereotype out of your throat! Monster./I’ve heard that some of the

incredible organizational resources at their disposal and so that

most beautiful women are the craziest ones! On a bad day I’m

would be how the power manifests itself in our society in

human. On a full moon, werewolf that I exist when the lunar ticks

accordance to Max Weber.

(ticks, ticks, ticks), ticking till the time comes when I’m finally

Movie 1.9 Poetry in Praxis Monster by Split this Rock

But when I

comfortable in my own skin. Monster./Let me be your worst
nightmare for one night!/I’ll shut away my wings and Betsey

Every year for Halloween I wanted to be a pumpkin, sunflower,

Johnsons and I’ll play boogeyman. See, I know what you’re afraid

M&M, turtle. But when you get older, the costumes tend to get

of…a woman! Who can do bad (Evil), all by herself. But nowadays

smaller, nesting curves into eye candy, instead of masterpiece.

boogeyman is a lot less frightening than a strong woman.
Monster./But no matter what garments we wrap ourselves in, a
22

woman’s status as trick, treat, or geek is not up for discussion. A

sports”. And I turned out to be really good in sports. And Janet

woman dressing, acting, or being should be her choice! If a

who I had a class with every year until we graduated from high

woman wants to wear a skimpy outfit, let it be her choice! If a

school would come watch me whenever there was a track

woman wants to cover up, let it be her choice! If I want to be a

meeting at her university, never take the bus home from a

motherfucking MONSTER…then let it be my choice!/Is “B” for

competition, never stay in photograph sunsets from the window

books or boobs?/Both!/To check temperatures or raise them?/

of Janet’s revealed dorm room. Year after year, I watch the faces

Both!/Was the tooth fairy a stripper?/Maybe…but who cares?!/

of friends and pictures get whiter, the struggle to make

See I’d much rather be woman, and if it means that I must be a

conversation get harder, and the desire to say “you really don’t

monster, then Happy Halloween.

have to come or stay” got easier. Janet, I wish you would’ve

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis White Girl by Ant Black

missed the track meet that day. Better the sun not set than to turn
forest at UCSD into the Ku Klux Klan’s lynching ground in the

First grade I asked this white girl to be my girlfriend her name was

corners of my imagination. Better for you to break tradition and

Maria Mancini and when she said yes, I began calling her Leslie

let friendship fall through the spaces of our fingers and to invite

because like the Michael Jackson song I wanted to love her

me to that fucking party! You told me it was a Compton cookout,

endlessly. Second grade, Isis was the only white girl I knew she

menu consisting of 40 ounces, fried chicken, and Kool-Aid

had red hair and freckles and said the word “fuck” a lot, she was

dressed to impress, baggy pants, wife beaters, white tees, and a

half Irish, half Italian, but would fuck you up if you ever called her

blue and red rag is the perfect accessory. Nudged me on the

a white girl because in our class the only races were Mexicans,

elbow, “all the women are dressing like gangster bitches and

Black, and poor. Third-grade, the school district placed me in a

hoes” you know, weaves, braids and ass hanging from Daisy

gifted and talented education where I sat next to, across from,

Dukes”. Janet how could you…drown my “please have nothing to

and right behind a white girl. Janet. We would tease you each

do with this” in surround sound stereo types of the ghetto you

other every day like “I heard you live in a big old Hill because

drove through to get to school, but never once spent a day in.

you’re afraid of back people”, “oh yeah, well I heard you’re afraid

Reduce my mother to sloppy interpretations of hairstyles and sex

to get in the water because you’re scared your blackness gonna

in the same breath that complemented her Dutch apple pie, tight

rub oﬀ”, “oh yeah…” her jokes always hurt me more than I would

rope around our

hurt her, but “it’s okay” she’d reassure me “you’re really good in

Louisiana hop trees and expect me to point and laugh at the

friendship, string it around the branches of

lynching before I knew of racism in the 21st century you enslaved
23

my soul in perpetuity. Your right! I am overreacting, to white folks

mental, emotional, spiritual cool down period or else shit would

who liberate their inner coon ass niggah through the culture of

have went oﬀ. Like for real, like I would have just said some really

black people replacing characters in hip-hop music with

crazy stuﬀ. Instead I’m just like let me, let me, let me back myself

stereotypes of Dixie. I’m sorry! But I’ve never heard Al Jolson or a

up and just wait it out. And so over those 24 hrs. I was paying

minstrel strong that didn’t make me puke a little in my mouth and

attention to what all my Facebook folks were saying and I arrived

it’s not fried chicken or Kool-Aid. It is waves rolling onto your

at this very interesting statistical pattern that I saw on my

campus shores and you wondered why I never got in the water.

Facebook friends and that was simply this: We are clearly living in

Janet, it is because of you I hold on the first and second grade so

two very diﬀerent worlds. Black people and white people clearly

tightly that sometimes I forget to breathe. Isis, with the red hair

live in very two diﬀerent worlds and look, I’m really blessed to

and freckles. Maria, who answered to a diﬀerent name to make

have a lot of friends who are not black if you will. I have a very

me feel like a star cause it’s too easy to feel like every white girl is

diverse group of friends and what I continue to see in that 24 hr.

a bigoted racist, like it’s too hard to forget this skin stays on after

period was that the black folks, like over 80% of black people on

parties.

my Facebook were like: “Yo, what we going to do about the non-

Movie 1.11 Black and White Friends on Facebook
by Strange Fruit Sociology

indictment? What we going to do? Where are the protests at?
What we going to do? Where’s Oceanside? How we going?” It
was like all about Michael Brown. It was all about that space. It
was all about what are we going to do?

ANT: So given the non-indictment verdicts, given the
demonstrations and the hash tag, black life matters, umm I’m
curious, how has…what, what is going with you? How is your
social media? Getting a lot of backlash, getting a lot of heat right?
You’re expected, you’re the professor, they’re expecting you to
come out and say some crazy stuﬀ and talk about it right?
Everyone is asking for your opinion right?

ANT: It was unity. It was gathering. It was like coalition.
BRUCE:

Right. It was all that energy coming forward from my

Facebook friends, and all positive and what not and things like
that. Now on the other hand. Like 80% of my white friends
though, they were like “So what we going to do for thanksgiving?
Here’s the pie that I’m making. Oh my god, I’m going to eat too

You know that’s right. Look for real. I actually sat on

much turkey. I’m going to take a nap after because I’m going to

this one on my Facebook for 24hrs. I wanted to have a proper

get you know so fat *Because of the tryptophan* right, because of

BRUCE:
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the tryptophan. Oh my god, does anybody know a good sweet

wife. *hahaha* I just know the next time that person asks for:

potato pie recipe?” Shit like that! Like if I’m, like for real I was like,

“When are you guys going to come over? We haven’t seen you in

I was like yo. Like really, like really? It just kept on going through,

so long!” You will either get the ignore or, or they will get the “I’m

going through, going through and I’m like oh my god, really? Even

busy right now. Maybe next time, maybe next year.” Because it, it

my friends? Like I’m a professor dammit, they my friends, they

is too much. It’s too much. Were already carrying it on our bodies.

supposed to like something. It was like constantly just reinforced,

We’re carrying it in our bodies. This is why we die 10 years earlier.

reinforced. I walk into work and same damn thing. People were
laughing and they were joking and all of this and I’m like man, I’m
about, I’m one match light away from just blowing up this bitch!
Like for real, I’m like about to go oﬀ, I’m about to go oﬀ! And I’m a
tenured faculty member who has a decent job and I’m like I’m
about to go oﬀ! If there was a riot right now I’d be in it! White folks
just laughing. Where you going for thanksgiving? I’m like man
you’ve got to be freaking kidding me. Anyway, man…what’s
happening with you man? What’s going in your world?
ANT: See all that, see all that that blood pressure that just went all
up. I’m just cutting them oﬀ. *hahaha* They get cut oﬀ. And you
know what’s cold? They don’t even know
BRUCE:

That would be so much more easier.

ANT: They don’t even know they cut oﬀ. I’m not even giving them

BRUCE:

You know what. I…I realize how much energy and

eﬀort it takes to even keep up with all of that because there was
this white, a white student who had a diametrically opposed, two
white students that I had that had diametrically opposed opinions
about this than I did. And man, the…all the eﬀort that it just took
just to try and explain what I consider even the simplest stuﬀ *I’m
done* and it was just like *I’m done* But see I can’t! See I can’t, I
get what you’re saying.
ANT: You be racist. You go ahead and be racist. The line has been
drawn. I’m on this side. You on this side. There is no room for
gray anymore. You either want to know or don’t want to know. *I
hear you* You either want to have your opinion and keep it
regardless of my feelings and statistical evidence. *hahaha. Which
points otherwise.

the dignity of unfriending them. *yea* I just read the racist

BRUCE:

Piles and piles of statistical evidence, but you know

comments. I just read the “see this article explains exactly why

what? It’s like, for me, I don’t want to cut people oﬀ because it’s

black people are a problem”, “See this article explains exactly

like I’m not just a professor. I’m supposed to be the professor.

why this should not be a homicide and why it was self-defense”.

And if I cut you oﬀ, that just lets you know…if I get to the space

Cut oﬀ. I don’t need. I don’t even, sometimes I don’t even tell my

where I’m cutting people oﬀ and I’m supposed to be the
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professor. Man…the world got a lot bigger problems for me to

during that first timeless conversation You will also know with

solve than all of this. If I go that route, who else will they hear this

a deep and impending sense of dread, That you are going to

from? That’s the part that I’ve decided to carry on my back when I

have to talk to me When you first come to my home, and see

came up with my you know, stage name if you would and what

the bone carving over my threshold- Try not to imagine your

not. But that’s the…that’s the cross that I have to bare in all of

own femurs so expertly carved.vPay no attention to my

that, but I get all of that, but like I said it would be so much easier
to just let it all go. Trust me, there’s been plenty of times I just
wanted to let it all go but I just can’t do it because I want to
continue to hope that the worlds going to become a better place
and the only way to do that is by talking to people.
ANT: Cut oﬀ..

Movie 1.12 Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis
To The Boys That May Eventually Date My Daughter
by Jesse Parent

“ample crawl space”, myv“Room with a rubber mat and a
drain”, be carefulvTo only approach me with love for my
daughter, See, I have been seeding her childhood with taproot hugs To weed out indiﬀerence and apathy, There will be
no Daddy Issues for your teenage talons to latch upon. If you
Break her heart; I will hear it snap with the ear I pressed
against her mother’s belly- The elbow I cradled her head in
will send a message to my fist. My cheeks Are attuned to her
lips. I will know if they tremble. I have taught her that a man
should never hit a woman- Now her mother would like to add

To the boys who may one day date my daughter! I have been

that you really shouldn’t ever hit anybody- But I have taught

waiting for you. Since before her birth, Since before my spark

her that a man should never hit a woman. Consider my genes

took hold and ignited the fire in her mother’s belly, I have

a mark of Cain; You will suﬀer seven times whatever you do

been training to kill you. When you took your first steps I was

to her, And she will not keep your secret: You can’t make fire

preparing to make it so you never walked again, When you

feel afraid. I have been teaching her love all of her life, And all

played at war I was perfecting headshots, You can’t catch up

that I ask is that you continue the lesson. Love her. Befriend

at this point. And when you first meet my daughter and fall in

her. Protect her- be there when I can’t, and when my body

love with the look she sends over her shoulder, Her crescent-

gives up to the grave, Let the grin that eternity carves into my

moon eyes framing her laughing smile, you Are gonna wanna

face be a reflection of the peace that your love brings to her,

talk to her. And when those hours pass by like sprinters

And we should get along just fine… ADDENDUM: To the girls
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who may one day date my daughter!... My wife is a better
shot than I am.
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 2

Sociological
Research

Section 1

Sociology as Science
Although many people believe that sociology is the “science of

approximately $.79 to the male dollar. Although statistics do not

common sense,” this does not take away from the fact that

account for the exceptions to this rule, i.e. Oprah and J.K.

sociology is indeed a science. As a discipline, we examine social

Rowling to name a few, it does CLEARLY identify the social

behavior using the scientific method, which is a systematic,

pattern that the vast majority of women face on a day-to-day

organized series of steps that tries to obtain maximum objectivity

basis.

and consistency in researching a problem.

Therefore, the

findings that are produced are not a result of our opinion about a
matter, but about data-driven research.
Sociologists use the scientific method for three basic purposes.
First is to help with identifying social patterns, e.g. Do women get

Steps in the Research Process
To systematize the research process, the sciences developed
five basic steps that add order to investigating social
phenomenon:

Second is to assist in the process of

1) Defining the problem - heavily depends on how you view the

determining possible causes of the occurrence, e.g. Is the real

social situation that you are investigating. Standpoint theory,

paid less than men?

reason women get paid less because they are concentrated in
jobs that do not pay well? Do women take more time oﬀ of work
to raise children than men? Are women more likely to engage in
part-time employment than men? (see Chapter 8: Sex, Gender
and Sexuality) Third, and perhaps most important, is so that
other researchers can try and replicate the proposed findings,
e.g. After controlling for all of these factors and many others,

states that an individual's perspectives are shaped by his or
her experiences in social locations and social groups.

For

many people defining the problem is the most challenging step
in this process because what you may perceive as a problem
does not ensure that others will agree with your perspective.
(Watch Movie 1.1)

social scientists continually find that women are paid

2

Movie 1.1 Is Homosexuality a problem?
New York Times June 12, 2016

help refine your research question so that you may make an
original contribution to the discipline.
3) Formulating the Hypothesis – usually starts with a theory,
which is a set of statements regarding problems, actions and
behaviors that are organized in a way that explains the
relationships among them. People may have personal theories
as to why things happen, and if these opinions become familar,
then they become public theories.

In other words, personal

theories are people’s opinions, while public theories operate
much like common sense.

However, sociological theory is

established through the scientific method by formulating a
hypothesis, which is an expectation or prediction that derives
1) https://youtu.be/BHt4rNkDdn0 - Video

from a theory that can be quantified and tested, so that a

2) What is the main point of this video?

theory can be investigated.

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of problems that not
everyone would agree with?

A theory could be that a person’s socioeconomic status (SES)
can aﬀect their health.

In this formulation, SES is the

independent variable, the presumed cause of the relationship,
while their health is the dependent variable, the presumed eﬀect
of the relationship. With this theory a testable hypothesis could

2) Reviewing the Literature – is necessary to uncover how much

be, does someone’s SES aﬀect how many days he or she misses

your topic has already been researched. You will find tons of

work in a month?

Does someone’s SES aﬀect if they have

articles and books on subjects such as poverty, race relations

healthcare?

and the oppression of women because they have been heavily

regular basis? Or does someone’s SES aﬀect the environmental

researched. Although it is often diﬃcult to do original research

toxins in their neighborhood?

Does someone’s SES aﬀect how they eat on a
These hypotheses are directly

in these areas, doing a thorough review of the literature will
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testable and the results will either support or not support the
theory.

Movie 1.2 Is Common Sense Common?

4) Collecting and Analyzing Data - is what separates public
opinion from sociological research. The hallmark of using the
scientific method is for its reliability, the degree to which an
assessment tool produces stable and consistent results.

In

other words, if other people read your research and follow the
methods that you outlined for your investigation then they
should be able to replicate your findings. For example, if your
research demonstrated that women earned higher incomes
than men, but no one else could produce the same results
using the methods that you used then your initial results would
be put into question.

1) https://youtu.be/fPAwWcQ5UgE - Video

Just as important as reliability is validity, which is how well a test
measures what it is purported to measure.

It does not matter

how many times you can reproduce a result if it is interpreted
incorrectly.

For example, you can reliably demonstrate in a

2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of what you think should be
considered common sense but it is not?

college-campus survey that about 50% of students who have
tried marijuana have also tried other illicit drugs, i.e. ecstasy,

5) Developing the Conclusion – should rely heavily on your data.

However, it is not valid to suggest that this

In this step, you would state whether your results support your

finding proves that marijuana is the “gateway” drug. This finding

hypotheses. If your findings do not support your hypotheses it

would establish that there is a relationship between these two

is appropriate for you to suggest alternative methods to try and

variables, but for you to state that marijuana is a gateway drug

support your original hypotheses or you may indicate that your

you must prove that people used marijuana before they used the

results support a whole new way of approaching your research

other illicit drug. (Watch Movie 1.2)

question. (Watch Movie 1.3)

cocaine, heroine.

4

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Shattered by Rudy Francisco

1) https://youtu.be/YVv04Vgl0C0 - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

5

Section 2

Major Research Designs
A research design is a detailed plan or method for obtaining

someone’s grade by taking their age, race, SES, amount of time
they spend studying, the number

data scientifically and is like
following a recipe in a cookbook.
Quantitative research collects

Movie 1.4 Do people of Hispanic heritage in the US
have bigger families?

of units they are taking, how many
hours they work for wages, and

re l a t i v e l y l a rg e a m o u n t s o f

t h e i r m o t h e r ’s a n d f a t h e r ’s

numerical data and focuses on

education levels. (Watch Movie

generalizable social phenomenon.

1.4)

This type of investigation relies on

Qualitative research collects

statistical methods to reveal

data on a relatively small scale

important patterns about social
behavior.

and reports general patterns but

The approach that we

do not seek to generalize their

see on a daily basis is

findings to the entire population.

percentages derived from polling
data.

These research techniques are

However, the cornerstone

designed to obtain the meaning

o f q u a n t i t a t i v e re s e a rc h i s

1) https://youtu.be/2hAxFpVyBng - Video

inferential statistics,

2) What is the main point of this video?

mathematical techniques used to

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

A. Participant Observation is

4) Can you think of any other examples that should like stereotypes
but can be statistically demonstrated?

themselves in the natural settings

make predictions based on
scientific research. An example of
this would be constructing a
research model to try and predict

behind specific social behaviors.

where the researcher immerses
of the group to be studied to
understand the meaning behind
6

common cultural practices. An example of this would be if a

how social justice is dealt with in hip-hop music, or how love is

researcher wanted to study skateboarding culture they would

demonstrated in the Twilight book series. (Watch Movie 1.5)

go to a skate park and observe their actions, behaviors and
attitudes towards each other and to “outsiders.”

If they

C. Interviews are where the researcher poses questions to the
respondent and actively listens

wanted to go in deeper, they
could interact with some

Movie 1.5 Dora the Explorer versus Go Diego Go

skateboarders and talk to them

technique and can be seen

deeper if they were to dress like a

every day on talk shows and

skater, buy a board and learn how

news reports.

to skate.

Most sociologists prefer one

B. C o n t e n t a n a l y s i s i s t h e

research design to the other,

systematic coding and recording

but qualitative and quantitative

of data from books, music, works

methods are meant to inform

of art, movies, TV shows and

over the world use this technique
when they listen to the music that
their children are listening to or
the TV shows they are watching to

Interviews are the

most common qualitative

And the researcher could go even

larger social patterns. Parents all

more questions for the subject
to answer.

about why they do what they do.

other media sources to uncover

to responses to formulate

each other.

Quantitative

1) https://youtu.be/_ihRoyId9yk - Video

methods focus on pattern

2) What is the main point of this video?

recognition, but what do these

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

patterns mean?

4) Can you think of any other examples of TV shows that send a
clear message about gender?

but how broad is the social

uncover the social messages that
their children are receiving on a regular basis.

Researchers

could analyze how gender is portrayed on children’s shows,

Qualitative

methods focus on meaning,
pattern being observed?
Although there is value in using

these techniques separately, some of the best research uses both
methods to support their conclusions.
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Section 3

Research Ethics
Ethics are a set of guiding principles constructed by a governing

information they gave their permission to be a test subject.

organization that is used to determine appropriate behavior or

However, many people may question this research on moral

proper conduct.

These standards are not designed to control

grounds because this experiment allowed the test subject to

what is considered a scientific question, but to regulate the

believe that they were torturing another human being. There was

manner that the question is researched. Wanting to know how a

also the possibility that the person thought that they had possibly

human body experiences and endures severe cold is a valid

killed someone.

scientific question. Asking people to volunteer to participate in

right circumstances the experimental subject could be an

an ice bath under controlled circumstances to reduce the

accessory to murder. (Watch Movie 1.6)

The study strongly suggested that under the

possibility of injury would be an ethical way to proceed.
However, forcing unwilling human subjects to endure a blizzard in
Antarctica in bathing suits would not be ethical for two reasons.
First is because the subjects were forced to participate.

And

second, the participant’s safety could not be reasonably assured.
Research ethics are very diﬀerent from morals, which are belief
systems, usually religiously dictated, that center around what is
considered good or evil. In Milligram’s experiment on obedience,
researchers wanted to know if a person would follow instructions
from an authority figure even though they were seemingly putting
someone’s life in danger. Ethically, the participant was told what
they needed to do to be part of the experiment and with this

8

Movie 1.6 H.I.V. experiments in Thailand, Africa, and
the Dominican Republic

heritage in Nazi death camps. Researchers wanted to evaluate

New York Times September 18, 1997

techniques for eﬀectiveness and examine the eﬀects of severe

the lethalness biological weapons, explore diﬀerent torture
heat on the human body. All of these questions were valid on
a scientific level and critical to the German objective of winning
the war; however, forced participation and the blatant
disregard for human life is at the very least unethical behavior,
while many people would state that these were immoral or
even evil acts. (Watch Movie 1.7)

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Holocaust Joke by Eden Rousso
1) https://youtu.be/v-OsaMzIEaU - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Is this unethical to you? Is this immoral? Explain

Science has developed a code of ethics that centers around
informed consent, that a person must be informed of an
experiment before they can give their consent to participate. Two

1) https://youtu.be/KkdO7gCR8sU - Video

major historical events helped to construct our current model of

2) What is the poem about?

ethical behavior:

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

A. Jewish Holocaust of WWII – was a time where scientists
conducted experiments on many unwilling captives of Jewish

3) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
4) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
9

B. The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Negro
Male – was conducted by the United States Public Health
Service (USPHS) between the years 1932 – 1972 to uncover
the advanced stages of syphilis in African American males.
Although 600 Black men seemingly “volunteered” for the study,
further investigation found that they were never properly
informed of the name and purpose of the experiment and the
possible ramifications of their involvement on their wives,
children and community. The most unethical, and many would
say immoral, component of this research was that 399 of the
600 African American men in the experiment (the other 201
were used as a control group) were not treated for syphilis
although a cure came into existence in 1947, only 15 years into
the experiment.

In other words, 25 years passed where the

men in this research were willfully denied a cure for their
condition.

10

Section 4

Social Movements and Research
So what do you do when the research is completed?

Should

When enough people desire a social change it becomes a social

research be done just for the sake
of furthering knowledge?

Or

should there be a practical
application for our findings?
Paulo Freire author of, Pedagogy

movement, which is an organized

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
John Carlos and Tommie Smith by Ant Black and Tarez
Lemmons

set of collective activities used to
bring about or resist fundamental
change in an existing group or
society.

Large-scale movements

of the Oppressed, addresses this

usually require its adherents to

concern with the concept of

believe three basic premises.

praxis, which states that we

First, is that the group is confident

should reflect and act on the

that they have a right to have what

world to transform it.

they are demanding.

In other

words, the research that we

Homosexuals demand the right to

produce should inspire people to

get married; women demand

act positively to create change.

equal wages and black people

Sociologists, more than any other
discipline, conducts research to
create social change, which
involves significant alterations of
social, political, economic and
cultural aspects of society over
time. (Watch Movie 1.8)

1) https://youtu.be/l_7QWpw9dzA - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

fight against police brutality
because they believe they should
be equally protected under the
law.

Second, the group accepts

that they cannot accomplish their
goal(s) within the system.

The

Occupy Wall Street movement did
11

not have faith that the government would stop corporate greed,
so it took over the oﬃces of executives to bring attention to their
social issue.

Movie 1.9 Recent Examples of Civil Disobedience

Third, the group firmly believes that they can

accomplish their goal(s) to some degree. People want to believe
that they can make a diﬀerence in how the world operates. They
believe that their civil disobedience, which is a group’s refusal to
obey a law because they believe it is immoral to do so, along with
other types of resistance eﬀorts (i.e. rallies, sit-ins, etc.) will make
people aware of what they perceive as the facts and if people
have this knowledge then they will act in an ethical manner.
Social movements usually arise in two basic manners. Relative
deprivation refers to social movements that use the conscious
feeling of a negative discrepancy between legitimate expectations

1) https://youtu.be/D3BlZ0KLbMQ - Video

and present actualities to produce social consciousness and

2) What is the main point of this video?

aﬀect social change. Research has uncovered that women are

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

discriminated against in the job market, and so they fight against
their deprivation.

However, social scientists have found that a

measurable deprivation is not necessary to create social
movements, but only the perception of deprivation needs to exist.
An example of this would be the White Arian Resistance (W.A.R.)
believes that their right to rule over people of color, homosexuals
and people of Jewish heritage has been undermined by the
government and seek to restore their supremacy. (Watch Movie
1.9)

4) Can you think of any other examples of civil disobedience?
Explain.

The second way social movements occur is through resource
mobilization, which refers to the way resources such as money,
political influence, access to the media, and personnel are utilized
to produce social consciousness and aﬀect social change. Many
people thought that the unequal treatment of women and people
of color was wrong, but when people within the media
constructed sympathetic views of the Feminist and Civil Rights
12

Movements this generated empathy for these oppressed groups,

Symbolic Interactionists focus on the process of how social

but also financial support.

This insight allowed even more

change requires value generalization, which is the development

resources to be mobilized and created enough discontent that

of new values that legitimate a broader range of activities, and

eventually the government passed laws against this type of

how this is achieved. How did women create a need for social,

discrimination.

political and economic equality when the Declaration of

Sociological Perspectives on Social Change

Independence only speaks of the equality of men?

How did

African Americans generate enough desire for fairness to change

Functionalists would suggest that social change is diﬃcult to

centuries of racial oppression and discrimination? In both cases,

achieve because the equilibrium model states that as changes

this perspective would be interested in the role of the media in

occur in one part of society, adjustments must be made in other

creating the moral imperative to facilitate social transformation

areas. For example, when scientists accumulated enough data to

without alienating the very people that were needed to make the

support global warming what did society change as a result of

changes required, i.e. men and white people.

this research? Media outlets reported on the challenges of global
warming and movies such as The Day After Tomorrow, Water
World, and An Inconvenient Truth would be produced to bring this
problem to public attention.

Our education system introduced

global warming to children in the K-12 curriculum and created
entire courses in college to address this issue. Our government
was aﬀected because it needed to create policies and make laws
that protected our environment.

Lastly, the economy was

aﬀected because the auto industry had to create cars that had
lower carbon dioxide emissions and better gas mileage.
Therefore, making thse changes helped us stay in equilibrium
after society acknowledged that global warming was real and
treatable.

Conflict theorists suggest that social change is diﬃcult to
accomplish because of the existence of vested interests, which
refers to those people or groups who will be challenged most
severely in the event of social change and are committed to
maintaining the status quo. The automotive industry continues to
resist global warming research, because of the enormous costs it
would take them to research and develop cars with lower
emissions and the drastic changes they would have to make to
their manufacturing process.

Men did not want women to

participate equally in the workforce because they would drive
down wages. White people did not want to treat people of color
fairly because centuries of socialization convinced them of their
superiority. (Watch Movie 1.10)
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Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Mandela’s Smile by Ant Black

1) https://youtu.be/CoQlrZBBhXg - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 5

Chapter Summary
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Morals (8)
Informed Consent (9)

Scientific Method (2)

Praxis (11)

Standpoint Theory (2)

Social Change (11)

Theory (3)

Social Movement (11)

Personal Theories (3)

Civil Disobedience (12)

Public Theories (3)

Relative Deprivation (12)

Hypothesis (3)

Resource Mobilization (12)

Independent Variable (3)

Value Generalization (13)

Dependent Variable (3)

Vested Interests (13)

Reliability (4)
Validity (4)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Research Design (5)

Standpoint Theory

Quantitative Research (5)

Praxis

Inferential Statistics (5)

Social Movement

Qualitative Research (5)

Relative Deprivation

Participant Observation (5)

Resource Mobilization

Interviews (5)

Value Generalization

Content Analysis (6)
Ethics (8)
15

Bullet-point answer questions:

- In your reflections on the Thailand Experiment video, do you
believe that this was an ethical thing to do? What about

- What are the five steps in the research process?
- Name three social movements that have happened in the history
of the United States.
- What two experiments were primary in developing our current
code of ethics in the sciences?

Short answer questions:

morally? Explain.
- Define the sociological imagination and explain how your morals
were developed by wider social forces.
- Choose a social movement and describe how each of the three
sociological perspectives would evaluate it.
- What is standpoint theory and explain why this concept often
makes it diﬃcult to define a social problem?

- What is the diﬀerence between a personal theory and a public
theory and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between reliability and validity and give
and example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between quantitative methods and
qualitative methods and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between ethics and morals and give an
example of both?

Critical thinking questions:
- How was the ethical concept of informed consent developed?
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Section 6

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Is Homosexuality a problem?
New York Times June 12, 2016

radical Islamic terrorists are targeting Americans and that being
homosexual was just a target of convenience if you would that it
wasn't the main thing that it was actually radical Islamic terrorism

Early Sunday morning on June 11 2016 a horrific crime

that was the main problem the main concern in this space well

happened in Orlando Florida a man by the name of Omar Matin

then also even others are arguing about gun control or the lack

who is American with parents who were born and raised in

there of from their perspective and so when it comes to the gun

Afghanistan went into a gay nightclub called the pulse and shot

control argument to say that gun control is actually the biggest

and killed 49 people injuring many others in that horrific

problem you'd have to say that something like this that in your

aftermath and it's been called the largest mass shooting in united

mind you could be thinking that although you can be

states history and so the reason why I am bringing this up is to

homophobic and you could be a radical Islamic terrorist if you

talk about how we identify what the problem is in this particular

don't have guns then it would be very diﬃcult to kill to shoot and

crime and so a lot of people who just point to Omar Matin's faith

kill 49 people and injure numerous more people in such a short

that he practices Islam and Islam it is taught that homosexuality

period of time if you don't have guns and so the question then

is an abomination to nature and it is a sin against god and so this

becomes who is correct in identifying the source of this problem

also happened at a gay bar and it also happened in the month of

and as a sociologist I would have to say all of the above

June which is also gay pride month and so therefore to me it
seems relatively easy to point to the motivation of this crime

Movie 1.2 Is Common Sense Common?

being that of a hate crime toward homosexuals alright so but

So what would your common sense tell you is the best model to

there's also other perspectives and so some people would also

raise children in I believe that it's pretty simple and relatively

argue a lot of politicians that I'm hearing are arguing that the

straight forward that most of us would think that the two parent

perspective that this is actually an act of terrorism and that

biological family would be the best environment and statistically
17

speaking that is absolutely correct that is well supported with the
research however I want to push your common sense and ask
you then who do you think performs better single mothers or

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Shattered by Rudy Francisco

single fathers well I think common sense would tell us that

One day, I woke up in the middle of a train station that belonged

because of the social constructed nature of mothering that

to a city that I've never even been to. And when I pulled apart the

women that mothers would be the better person to raise children

curtains, that covered the windows to my soul, I saw this girl

however what research is finding out is that single mothers and

standing over me. She had my mother's smile. She had my

single fathers tend to have the same outcomes when it comes to

sister's eyes. She was wearing this perfume called 1620 and the

raising children and so the bad thing is that this common sense

scent reminded me of a slave ship. She had middle passage

notion that women are supposed to be better mothers is

stamped to her back, a noose around her neck, and a shackle still

structurally built into our society this is clearly evident in the legal

dangling from her left wrist. I grabbed her by the arm, whispered

system where mothers are far more likely to receive custody and

in her ear; I said “sweetheart, no one escapes history". See, our

or full custody of their children over fathers this is so much the

ancestors, they had wings like butterflies and we are just

case that a lot of men are now fighting legally for their right in

tornadoes on the other side of the planet disconnected from our

order to have custody of their kids and there's lawyers that even

story. And this girl, she wears the generation gap like she bought

specialize in the field of getting men custody of their children

it next to Banana Republic. I found this poem, I found this poem

right? and so then what I would suggest of common sense then is

in the basement of her self-esteem, it was mounted to the wall

that we need to test our common sense and so the two parent

right next to her ethnic background, as if they were both hunted

biological family that's surely fits our common sense but after that

for sport. She wears these coats, made with the skin of black

what else happens with our common sense and that we need to

men that have found her attractive. Shoot them down like LAPD.

test these common sense notions that we have and that also I

She's the KKK stunt double. A minstrel show turned upside down

would argue is to retest them ten years twenty thirty years later

in white-face, lip-gloss, and Ugg boots. She's a blonde haired,

because the common sense we have now may not be the

blue eyed, black girl, praying for lighter skin. Tells me that she is

common sense that we have 30 years from now

so fucking tired of being ugly. And I know, I knew that she was
drunk on the Molotov cocktails the media has thrown through her
eyelids.

Deep down inside, really I wanted to blame it on the
18

alcohol. But when she said those words, I felt like she stabbed

economic statuses tend to have big families this probably has

me in the chest with a sharp stake made out of her broken heart. I

something to do with higher infant mortality rates for the poor

felt like she sliced my throat with the jagged edges of her

quality or poorer quality of healthcare in those particular nations

shattered dreams. I was hurt. And it took everything in my power

but also what we know quantitatively as that of that people of

to try to hold back the tears but they were stronger than me. My

Hispanic Heritage tend to also be Catholic and that Catholics all

eyes felt like 300 Spartan soldiers try'na hold back the Persian

across the world tend to have big families however to really get at

army. That day, that day I cried for her. I cried so hard that my

the meaning of bigger families though you have to use some

eyes bled three frozen lakes and gave birth to the coldest winter

qualitative methods you actually have to look at the cultural

ever. And despite my mixed emotions, despite our diﬀerences, I

products that are happening in that space and investigate them

still spread my branches as far as I possibly could and oﬀered to

and so what we find out what we do that investigation is that of

keep her warm. But she said, she looked at me and said "I would

people from Hispanic origins or Hispanic cultures tend to

much rather die.”

emphasize a family unit that not only teaches that not only do

Movie 1.4 Do people of Hispanic heritage in the US have
bigger families?
so in answering the question do people of Hispanic Heritage tend
have bigger families in the United States we can see how we can
use quantitative and qualitative measures in order to answer this
question quantitatively what we know is that yes people of
Hispanic heritage tend to have a 3.23 children according to united
states census don't ask me how you can have . 3 children we can
answer that question my stats class later on and that people are
not Hispanic heritage tend to have 2.43 children per household
and so what we know also quantitatively is that people of

they emphasize family but they also emphasize extended family
and interdependence on family while the United States we tend to
focus much more on individuality and independence versus
interdependence right and so then when you look at the media
sources that produce things for Hispanic folks or from Hispanic
folks what you see then is TV shows like Dora the Explorer go
Diego go or Maya Miguel or TV or movies this is old school but
it's a favorite of mine of my family me familia of what you see that
is an emphasis on extended families like aunts and uncles and
also but especially our grandparents
Movie 1.5 Dora the Explorer versus Go Diego Go

Hispanic Heritage United States tend to be from lower socio-

Alright so what can a content analysis that tell us about gender

economic statuses and all across the world people lower of social

roles and what we teach young boys and girls if we were to
19

examine Dora the Explorer versus Go Diego go right? Okay so we

Movie 1.6 H.I.V. experiments in Thailand, Africa, and the

look at Dora Dora has a constant companion in that show and his

Dominican Republic

name is boots right? Boots is someone that she interacts with
heavily she talks to him all the time and she's very cooperative
with him right? and so but on Diego's side even though he has
jaguar by no means is jaguar as important part of Diego's show
as boots is to Dora's show and so Diego is then designed to be
much more independent right because that is something that we
teach young boys to be another thing about Diego right is that he
has a job, oh my goodness so Diego has a job let's not even talk
about child labor laws okay but anyway Diego has a job and not
only does he have a job but his sister works for him well Dora
she's an explorer and at best that's a hobby but you don't really
get any points or pay for being an explorer and lastly when Dora
gets items she gets them out of this kind of magical backpack
and things like that you know and that even the stars there's all
this magical stuﬀ that's how Dora gets her belongings while
Diego since he has a job he has headquarters with all this
sophisticated equipment in it and so what does that tell us about
gender roles in regards to how we think about what we're
teaching young men and women young boys and girls if you
would in our society

so this is a serious note here and the question that I have for you
is that are the experiments that are being done in poor countries
to try to stop the transmission of HIV from the mother to the child
are those ethical now here's the deal what we see in places like
Thailand in other countries that are you know poor third world
countries of that they have that HIV runs rampant in their
countries to the degree that people really have given up on the
adult population so now we're trying to save the children what we
know in United States and other developed countries know that
there's a certain level of AZT that you can give and AZT is a
specific drug i don't know what it stands for right but there's a
certain level of AZT that you can give that will give the child that's
being born to the mother that has HIV like a 50-percent shot of
not contracting HIV now the bad thing is that Thailand and other
poor countries cannot aﬀord this treatment at its full cost so this
is what's happening what's happening then is that these
countries that are more developed in a better way better oﬀ
they're

actually doing experiments on Thailand's population to

try to see if they can give less AZT to the mothers so that the
children will have less of a chance of developing of having HIV
now the question is is that ethical right how do we treat poor
people of color if our world not just in the United States but in our
world and is this okay
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Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Holocaust Joke by Eden Rousso

about the history of the Jewish state. What I know about Israel is
not up for debate when someone spray paints a swastika on a
Jewish fraternity house and on my best friends drive way and on

This is called Holocaust Joke Why did so many Jews go to

my high school locker I need Israel when I see people applauding

Auschwitz? The tickets were free Why don't Jewish Cannibals eat

the Isis flag and shouting profanities at the Israeli flag I need Israel

Germans? They give them gas. What's the diﬀerence between the

when a kid at school throws a penny and my feet and yells get it

Jews and Santa? Santa goes down the chimney. Last night at

Jew I need Israel when someone tells me that the holocaust never

dinner this girl remembered a Holocaust joke her boyfriend told

happened I need Israel and when someone laughs at a holocaust

her last fall. The punch line is cheap she says and everyone

joke I need Israel What do you call a flying Jew? Smoke anti

laughs while I excuse myself to go to the bathroom so I can go

Semitism is thriving and healthy I have no hope for it to ever fully

sob and stall because unlike them I am reminded of the half of my

disappear maybe someday all the biases and prejudice and

family killed in Greece in the 1941 German Fall of my

bigotry and intolerance will be erased from our dictionary but I

Grandmother of my families last survivor dying on the other side

know this will not happen while I am here How do you get a

of my bedroom wall of how being the Jew can be so fucking

Jewish girls number? Roll up her sleeve. Men fight for women's

lonely because nobody wants to be in the minority in saying I am

rights Wealthy politicians are solving income inequality white girls

Jewish is like saying I'm creepy or I have leprosy or I am too

are instagraming #blacklivesmatter yet if I mention on word about

fucking stupid to realize that Jesus saved me why was the black

bias and anti-Semitism I always here the same damn thing oh I

Jew crying? he had to sit in the back of the oven. But no one

don't know about all that I'm not Jewish bitch I'm not asking you

feels bad for the Jews right because they own the Hollywood

to convert just to be understanding what I want is for people to

Lights they're rich cause they Steal and they keep their wads tight

admit that anti-Semitism is still a fucking thing I don't need a

you can tell a girls a Jap if she's too uptight a conspiracy theory

perfect world I just need some validating so that I don't feel so

of Jewish domination gives sane people a rational fright and it

alone in a minority that is slipping what's the diﬀerence between a

doesn't matter where you're from because if you're Jewish you

pizza and a Jew? a pizza doesn't scream when you turn up the

sure as hell aren't white so no one gives a flying fuck about the so

heat in the oven how many Jews can you fit in a Volkswagen? 2

called Jewish plight how did a German guy pick up a Jewish

in the front 2 in the back and 6 million in the ash tray how do you

woman? with a broom and dust pan. Now I am not here to preach

know if a joke is a holocaust joke? it isn't fucking funny
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Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
John Carlos and Tommie Smith by Ant Black and Tarez Lemmons

citizens remind us that we are not human capital we are not
replicates programmed with history we are not mindless victims
of internal colonization 1968 exists in the screams swallowed by

They wonder why we like to throw up a fist when the sound of

the Atlantic ocean 1968 exists in the abolitionists and in the

patriotism silenced our speech you raise the echoes of our voices

panthers 1968 exists in a black kid that turns a track scholarship

clenched tightly black glove over a closed fist and held it like a

a football scholarship into a mother fucking PHD John Carlos

conversation that didn't need words John Carlos Tommie Smith

Tommie Smith John Carlos Tommie Smith You ran every foot

there was a time when it didn't matter if blacks were in courts

strike as if your spikes had the power to liberate people from

with judges or on courts with rims with rims or if they were in

violence and oppression unzipped jackets for the mistreated

fields to pick cotton or to pick oﬀ footballs athletes were slaves to

workers in America beads dangling for the souls of black folks

the racism around them I bet your father didn't tell you that in 20

lynched folks killed folks silenced folks you caused the world to

point 10 seconds you can run from Harlem to hero that the length

spin backwards caused your fusion in the cosmos caused moons

between innocence and infamy was only 200 meters he couldn't

and oceans and plants and planets to stand with peter Norman in

explain that medals made of gold made of silver made of bronze

solidarity, black shirt black gloves black socks black skin black

could weigh infinitely more than the shackles of slaves that is if

fist holding our voices in the air careful not to let a single echo

you wear a medal the right way, jacket open beads dangling head

melt in the backdrop of an American flag honest to god and your

bowed just in case they confused your power for bravado you

pumas to the comrades and the freedom fighters at San Jose

didn't listen when they told you that sports was no place for

State university when they institution 3/5s you with locks around

politics that the only diﬀerence between Calvary hill and Olympia

your neck when microaggressions cover your campus it makes it

is whether one possesses a torch or a cross they nailed you to a

hard for you to breath even if they take your voice you are always

crossroads wearing the spikes on your feet as a crown of thorns

able to speak

John Carlos Tommie Smith Sprinted oﬀ the blocks with the sort of
speed we wish all change would come with others ran to break

Movie 1.9 Recent Examples of Civil Disobedience

records you ran to break barriers you won the races just to beat

some of the best examples that we have of civil disobedience

the racists just to prove a point the blacks, blacks should not

have actually happened in a 21st century with the Occupy Wall

have to wear first place medals just to be more than second class

Street movement what we saw were a lot of average everyday
22

citizens going to camp out in public spaces near wall street in
order to protest how big businesses were privileged in the United
States and so what followed was there were a lot of mass arrests

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Mandela’s Smile by Ant Black

that happened so people were going to jail over this in order to

I have read 12 of the 278 biographies watched 34 speeches and

demonstrate their discontent right? another case would be with

4 documentaries of his life I have sat in 27 hours in silence

the united states supreme court when they legalized same-sex

counting the minutes as days and the hours as years and I have

marriages there were a lot of civil servants who worked at

yet to figure out the smile of Nelson Mandela it is a smile that

courthouses who refused to give marriage licenses to same-sex

bends joy through the darkness of humanity finds the peace of

couples stating that their religious beliefs dictated that they could

god in the worst of system folds love and truth into the power of

not support same-sex marriages but maybe arguably one of the

fists strikes fists at injustice it is a smile that dares hate to

biggest protest that's happening and continues to happen in the

penetrate its glow it is a smile that speaks pride through our skin

United States is #blacklivesmatter now whether you agree with

speaks Africa in the movement of our bodies faces our future in

this or not what they are is a clear example of civil disobedience

confidence knows oceans and continents and nations and

right and that what you have seen is a protest you've seen Die Ins

harmony a smile that hates it hates apartheid hates

and you've also seen entire demonstrations where they have

disenfranchisement hates resettlement hates splintering wood in

blocked oﬀ access to freeways and whatnot with their bodies of

benches reserved for non whites only hates black hates colored

and so then what we can see that's happened that there is

hates white hates Indian but it is a smile that loves Africans

actually tangible evidence that especially in this last case with the

regardless of their skin color Nelson Mandela's smile reads like a

#Blacklivesmatter that there has actually been some progress

math equation four double six six four an algebraic formula to

some would argue not as much as you know that as much as

solve the crisis of colonization Nelson Mandela's smiles is a

others but there's definitely been progress and that what we've

medicine it is the education of the poor it is the pardon of the

seen recently is that there have been a lot more police oﬃcers

innocent it is the land of the displaced it is the research of AIDS it

who have been brought up on criminal charges after the death of

is the rugby championship game it is a smile that brings the

a person of color and so although of progress can be slow at

nations of his enemies and allies together in celebration I do not

times civil disobedience still remains one way that we can see

know if historians or biographers or the documentaries can truly

social change happen

capture what it means when a person smiles but if you ever want
23

to know about nelson Mandela wait for my lips to bend and look
into my eyes
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Chapter 3

Culture

Section 1

Culture and Society
Our culture is society’s entire way of life and consists of the

Symbols are representations that stand for something else.

totality of our shared language, knowledge, material objects, and

(Watch Movie 1.1)

behavior. It is learned and shared and is broken down into two

Movie 1.1 What does the US flag mean to you?

major components:
1.

Material Culture refers to the physical or technological
aspects of our daily lives that people use to complete tasks
and accomplish goals.

Everything that we use, e.g. cars,

cotton candy, cookware, cologne, computers; are just a few
things that we use in our surroundings to achieve the
objectives in our everyday lives.

We use cars as

transportation, cotton candy as food, cookware to cook,
cologne to smell good, and computers for almost everything.
2.

Nonmaterial Culture consists of values, language,
worldview, norms, and other symbols and also refers to ways
of using material objects.

Our values are collective

conceptions about what is considered good, desirable, and
proper—or what is bad, undesirable, and improper—in a
particular culture. Examples of this would be how a person
can value hard work, their reputation, and their faith.

1. https://youtu.be/eb1apzbV4DI - Video
2. What is the main point of this video?
3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of symbols that mean a lot
to you? To another culture? Explain.

2

The ultimate system of symbols in a given society is its language,

person not being able to hear the laughter in your voice when you

which is a collection of sounds, symbols and gestures used by

were trying to be funny or see the sarcasm in your face.

people to communicate to others. The letters are symbolic of the
sounds that they make and are something that is usually acquired
in the early years of a person’s
life.

The Saphir-Worf Hypothesis suggests that the words that we
use aﬀect how we interpret reality. (Watch Movie 1.2)

Movie 1.2 Examples of the Saphir-Worf Hypothesis

hypothesis is with the concept of

Although written and verbal

time.

expressions of language are

In the US we say that the

clock “runs.”

important, researchers have

This phrase

suggests that time is fleeting and

uncovered that over 90% of all

that we never have enough of it

communication is through

and this is seen in how we

n o n v e r b a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n,

organize our lives. We tend to live

which is the use of gestures,

hectic lives because our culture

facial expressions, tone of voice

dictates that we need to work but

and other visual images to
communicate.

Another way of thinking of this

also have as much “fun” as

Everyone that

possible.

regularly sends emails and text
messages has had an instance

1. https://youtu.be/tstpt_aZTqE - Video

However, not all societies treat

where the person that you wrote

2. What is the main point of this video?

time in the same manner.

to grossly misunderstood what

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

Germany the clock “marches.”

4. Can you think of any other examples of concepts that have a lot
of diﬀerent words associated with it? Explain

approach to life. In this culture, if

you had written.

You meant

something as a joke, but they
took it seriously.

You said

something sarcastic but they
interpreted it as sincere.

This experience is mostly due to the

In

Marching suggests an orderly
public transportation is one or two
minutes late this would be

unacceptable, and people will complain.

In Mexico, the clock

“walks.” Walking suggests that life is much more laid back and
3

relaxed. It is culturally acceptable to take a siesta, or nap, in the

Movie 1.3 Personal Space

middle of the day, while in the US we typically eliminate naps by
the first grade. Even though it is scientifically proven that we are
more eﬀective and eﬃcient when we take a nap, we are trained to
believe that drinking some type of stimulant, i.e. coﬀee, energy
drinks, to stay awake is the better option.
Another element of our non-material culture is norms, which are
the conventional standards of behavior about how people behave
in a given situation that are established and maintained by
society. If someone breaks these rules of “space” then we will
sanction them, which are the penalties and rewards for conduct
concerning a social norm. (Watch Movie 1.3)

1. https://youtu.be/JqIIzvwbaVs - Video
2. What is the main point of this video?
3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of norms that we have in
the US? What about other countries? Explain
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Section 2

Culture Around the World
Culture is something that is hard to change immediately, but

our life expectancy, and the increasing numbers of older people

gradual changes in a culture are

in our society has reshaped our

inevitable.

political landscape. (Watch

One reason for this is

because of cultural innovation,

Movie 1.4 How Penicillin Changed Our Culture

which is the process of introducing

Inventions, which result when

new ideas or objects to a culture.

existing cultural items are

No matter how rigid a culture may

combined in a novel manner to

be in its traditions a discovery,

create a new product, have the

which involves making known or

same ability to change our

sharing the existence of an aspect of

culture.

reality that has not been noticed

Nikolas Otto and Etienne Lenoir

daily practices and may also shift its

fundamentally changed how we

way of thinking. When Galileo Galilei
discovered that the earth was not

1. https://youtu.be/aUuui29GQtQ - Video

the center of the universe, it put into

2. What is the main point of this video?

humankind and challenged the
dominant religious thinking of the
time. The discovery of penicillin by
Alexander Fleming radically changed

The invention of the

internal combustion engine by

before, will usually adjust a culture’s

question the importance of

Movie 1.4)

travel, the carbon filament used
in light bulbs by Lewis Latimer
increased its longevity and

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

made it economically viable,

4. Can you think of any other examples of discoveries that have
directly or indirectly changed our culture? What about
inventions? Explain.

Babbage has changed the

and the computer by Charles
entire world.
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Lastly, cultures can change through diﬀusion, which refers to the

When new things arise, society goes through a progression of

process by which some cultural aspect of a particular group

adaptation, which is the process whereby a society maintains

passes to another group or society.

Many elements of Asian

equilibrium despite fluctuations and change. One way to adjust

cultures have been integrated into our society like how Feng Shui,

to the coming changes is the creation of subcultures, which are

a Chinese system to harmonize people with their environments, is

segments of society that share distinctive patterns of mores,

used in decorating. Anime, a style of Japanese cartooning, has

folkways, and values that distinguish it from the broader culture.

become part of mainstream culture with shows like Pokemon and

Any group that has something in front of the “American” in the US

Yugi-O, while the Anime-style is even used in American cartoons

is typically considered a subculture, i.e. Irish American, Asian

such as Teen Titans and the Boondocks. (Watch Movie 1.5)

American, Native American, African American, because of their
distinctions of food choices, religious preferences and musical

Movie 1.5 RIP Stuart Scott

tastes. However, subgroups can be based on anything such as

by Strange Fruit Sociology

sports, e.g. skateboarding or basketball; a hobby, e.g. knitting
and coin collecting; music preferences, e.g. extreme metal and
Latin jazz; or even a game, e.g. Halo and Dungeons and Dragons.
One of the main ways to distinguish one subculture from another
is if they have an argot, which is a specialized language used by
members of a group or subculture. Skateboarders know that an
“Ollie” is a trick and not someone’s name.

Basketball players

know that a “pick” is to block an opponent and is not referring to
a type of comb used by people with an afro.
1. https://youtu.be/xD0Yjj7DKpA - Video
2. What is the main point of this video?
3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of cultural practices that
have diﬀused into our society? Explain.

People that knit

know that “pm” is a “place marker” and not a time of day. People
that listen to extreme metal know that being “brutal” is a good
thing.

And people that play Dungeons and Dragons know that

the vampires in Twilight are ridiculously overpowered and that
zombies are not supposed to run like in World War Z. (Watch
Movie 1.6)
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Another more specific type of subculture is a counterculture,

are a small religious-based group that chooses to forgo advanced
technology to live a “simpler” life.

Vegans are countercultural

because this group adamantly refuses to eat meat while the vast

Movie 1.6 Texting as Argot

majority of people in the world find no problem with this behavior.
In the past, both Hippie and Hip Hop cultures were considered
countercultures, however currently both of these groups’ core
values and beliefs have diﬀused into mainstream society. (Watch
Movie 1.7)

Movie 1.7 Subcultures versus Countercultures

1. https://youtu.be/YO5rXG0BFKE - Video
2. What is the main point of this video?
3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of argots Explain.

which is a subculture that conspicuously and deliberately

1. https://youtu.be/kweZ1l3mBgY - Video

opposes certain aspects of the larger culture.

2. What is the main point of this video?

People who are

members of the Flat Earth Society deliberately go against the
mainstream cultural belief that the world is round and have
intriguing explanations for contradictions to this idea. The Amish

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of concepts that have a lot
of diﬀerent words associated with it? Explain
7

Section 3

Attitudes About Culture
As people interact with diﬀerent cultures, they find out relatively

maintain stability.

In the US, we are taught to value freedom,

quickly that material culture is
not as important as what
meaning the material holds in

equality, democracy, independence,

Movie 1.8 What do cars represent?

and individuality and when we feel
that these principles are threatened

Symbolic

we unite and fight for what we

interactionists explore how

believe, which was the case for many

meaning is more important to

people after the terrorist attacks on

certain cultural beliefs and

September 11, 2001. Individuals who

practices than the actual logic

were not identified as “Muslim” were

of that practice and so focus

united in a way rarely seen outside of

on cultural integration, which

the context of war and expressed

describes the process by

their bond with each other by putting

which cultural elements

up flags on their houses, cars and t-

become closely connected

shirts.

a given society.

and mutually interdependent.
(Watch Movie 1.8)
Functionalists argue that
cultural universals, which are
the common cultural features
of a particular society, help

1. https://youtu.be/_VXZAASu8I0 - Video

Although culture is important, conflict

2. What is the main point of this video?

theorists believe that culture can be

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of cultural integration?
Explain.

used to perpetuate the privileges of
certain groups by establishing a
dominant ideology, a set of cultural
beliefs and practices that legitimate
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existing powerful social, economic, and political interests.

An

example of this would be how we use ethnocentrism to judge
other cultures by the standards of our culture.

Although it is

natural to experience culture shock, which occurs when a
cultural belief, norm, situation or
practice that is diﬀerent than your

of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) (which were never found)
as part of our rationale to invade and conquer Iraq.
Ultimately, sociologists would suggest that we arrive at a place of
cultural relativism, which recognizes that each culture is unique

Movie 1.9 Ethnocentrism and Food

own is suddenly noticed or

and valid by viewing a person’s
behavior from the perspective of
their culture.

interacted with and causes you to

A 13-year-old girl

may be married in another culture,

be confused or uncomfortable;

while here this action would be

ethnocentrism uses these

considered illegal and even

diﬀerences to justify anything

immoral.

from rude behavior to systematic

Eating cows in

completely normal to us, but

oppression. (Watch Movie 1.9)

people in India would find it

Another way that people in the US

sacrilegious. Most of our children

have judged other cultures is how

would be severely beaten in other

we tend to view Middle Eastern

countries if they were to talk back

cultures.

to their parents, but we consider

These cultures require

women to dress modestly, and

1. https://youtu.be/n_J36f_8SgE - Video

this normal behavior for a

some even have them cover their

2. What is the main point of this video?

teenager.

faces, but many women in that

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

while many countries do not even

4. Can you think of any other examples of concepts that have a lot
of diﬀerent words associated with it? Explain

examples are not being used to

culture state that the veil is used
to make sure that a potential
spouse will judge them on their
character rather than their looks.

We also have the tendency to believe that democracy is a

We consume alcohol,

allow it to be sold.

These

say that you should not have
values and beliefs.

However, to

avoid unnecessary cultural conflict it is best to understand why

superior form of government and used this along with the threat
9

and how a culture has developed a particular practice rather than
automatically dismissing or devaluing it. (Watch Movie 1.10)

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Stripper by Joe Limer

1. https://youtu.be/_FmPC3g6fZI - Video
2. What is the poem about?
3. What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4. What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5. Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 4

Summary
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Counter Cultures (7)
Cultural Integration (8)

Culture (2)

Cultural Universals (8)

Material Culture (2)

Dominant Ideology (8)

Nonmaterial Culture (2)

Ethnocentrism (9)

Value (2)

Culture Shock (9)

Symbols (2)

Cultural Relativism (9)

Language (3)
Nonverbal Communication (3)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis (3)

Nonverbal Communication

Norms (4)

Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

Sanction (4)

Diﬀusion

Cultural Innovation (5)

Argot

Discovery (5)

Cultural Integration

Inventions (5)

Cultural Universals

Diﬀusion (6)

Ethnocentrism

Adaptation (6)
Subcultures (6)

Bullet-point answer questions:

Argot (6)
- Name three common symbols used in the United States
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- What are the three concepts that create cultural innovation?
- Name three of the more common norms that you could
experience at a school
- Name three things that we use to communicate in a nonverbal
manner. If you use an example from another country, please
state the country.

Critical thinking questions:
- Define the sociological imagination and illustrate how your
culture is a result of wider social factors.
- What is considered a dominant ideology and give an example of
how this aﬀects the culture of the United States?

- Name three cultural elements that have diﬀused into the United
States.

Short answer questions:
- Define cultural integration and give an example of how society
connects non-material values to material cultural items.
- What is the diﬀerence between norms and sanctions and give
an example of how these concepts work together?
- Pick a discovery OR and invention and explain how it has
aﬀected our culture.
- What is the diﬀerence between a subculture and a counter
culture and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between ethnocentrism and cultural
relativism and give examples of both?
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Section 5

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 What does the US flag mean to you?
On July for a 22 year old white male by the name of Bryton
Mellott in Urbana Illinois decided to post a picture of himself on
face book of him burning a flag look folks I know you're already
thinking that this is really serious and it is I get it because what
he was protesting was he was feeling he felt that he was no
longer proud an American because of the atrocities committed
against people of color the atrocities committed against people
in poverty people who identify as women and people in the queer
community which he directly identified with as so he was actually
arrested later on that day of because of a local flag desecration
law that he broke about that was passed back in 2013 however
what needs to be made known as that back in 1989 we actually
the united states supreme court actually dictated that burning
the flag was actually protected under freedom of speech and so
what does that mean what is all the frustration was all the media
hype about is as a sociologist is actually really easy to see that
was with the excitement is about our and the anger and
frustration is about is because of what the United States flag
represents that is supposed to be a symbol of us as Americans

and our values and there are hundreds and thousands and even
millions of people who have fought for what that flight is
supposed to represent myself being a veteran of the United
States Navy I am one of those folks that did fight for that and
there's thousands upon thousands of people who have died for
what that flag is supposed to represent so what we need to
understand though as again a sociologist is that the that what
that flag represents is exactly why Mr. Mellott along with any
other person that would decide to burn a flag as their freedom of
expression of that what Americans supposed to represent is
exactly why they weren't flag in the first place and so then now i
would argue that in the end of all of this we should actually be
fighting to make sure that he doesn't get arrested we should
actually fight to make sure that these laws don't get past
because honestly if we are truly Americans his freedom of
speech should be protected
Movie 1.2 Examples of the Saphir-Worf Hypothesis
Okay, So we were talking about the Saphir Worf hypothesis and
how the words that you use can aﬀect your reality and how the
words that you use will aﬀect how you think about things another
13

way of thinking about the saphir worf hypothesis is to think about

denominations of money and people will still in the united states

how many words that we have for the same thing mmkay so let's

know what we're talking about you could say man I'm chasing

think about this so something that I found out when I picked up

that lira right now I'm trying to go for those pesos and people will

snowboarding yes I'm middle class just let me work with this hear

still understand that because we in the united states really focus

I picked up snowboarding and I found out almost instantaneously

on money so then what I want you to think about then is what

that there were three diﬀerent types of snow now it's not that you

other concepts do we have in the united states what other

would call snow diﬀerent just that when you talk about skiing or

concepts do you have in your life that you have a lot of words for

snowboarding there's ideal conditions right? and so the powder

also

would be the best type of snow to get and then there's slush
which is operational but it's still going to leave you wet when you

Movie 1.3 Personal Space

fall down and then there's ice and that's just a death trap and you

so in the united states are standard for personal space is for

want to stay away from that at all costs now think about this let's

someone to stand about an arm's length away from you

take this to the next level this is going to be a little bit funny but

especially if you don't know them very well and so what research

think about hip hop and how many diﬀerent words we have for

even says is that if you know the standards of personal space in

weed look I'm old and I never did it by the way just in case you're

that area that you can actually tell how intimate two people are

wondering but just from being the hip hop dude that I am I know I

with each other just by how close to standing from each other so

could just chronic sticky icky oohwee dubs I could do it all day

as someone who's an arm's length away right this is obviously

right? because for some reason smoking marijuana and hip hop

someone who's maybe an associate someone you don't know

are tied together we can talk later about that and about why that

very well maybe even a complete stranger alright but if they're

is and last one that I want to talk about is the united states and

like elbow length away from you that's probably a closer friend or

how many diﬀerent words we have for money right? Think about

an associate someone you know a hand's length away means

that right? I could old school and say bread you can go more new

they're probably some kind of significant other and what I want to

school and say cheddar but cheddar came from cheese because

tell you that as a sociologist is that diﬀerent cultures definitely

that's what we used to call money back in my day we used to call

have diﬀerent standards of this thing that we call personal space

money cheese but then it turned into cheddar I'm sure someone's

ours is an arm's length away but many other cultures are very

going to come up with you know I'm chasing gouda right now

comfortable would be in very close quarters with each other other

and I get it but in that space we can even use other nations
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places that I can think of to highlight are in Korea and Japan and

because before of penicillin someone would probably just work

Korea I watch Korean dramas all the time judge me if you will

until they died i mean like literally until they died but now we have

and there's always the scene where the actors are getting into a

this thing called retirement age and because of retirement age our

bus or something like that and they're literally being jammed into

culture is also adjusted and adapted it created on people an

the bus like sardines to the point to where after they closed the

entire industry that help people prepare financially for retirement

door there's passengers that have their face up against the glass

alright and now we even have social groups right our culture has

that's how tight the situation is in Japan very similar with their

created social groups my church home has a social group called

with their trains that the train conductors you can see them

laughs that is an acronym which means life after 55 and as for

pushing and shoving the passengers into the train and then once

obviously people who are 55 years and older on another thing is

they barely get up in then they closed the doors quickly behind

that an academia we have entire disciplines that are dedicated to

them and so look personal space is probably something that's

older people studying older people in the aging process one of

human dictated maybe it's our instincts or whatever but it surely

those are disciplines is the field of gerontology right and then I'll

the distance that people on how from each other is definitely

look I'm going to have to tell you one of my favorite sitcoms of all

learned and so this will definitely depend on whether you're from

time up is the golden girls and it's about four are retired women

a diﬀerent country a diﬀerent city or diﬀerent culture altogether

who are living in Florida it is amazingly funny if anyone knows

Movie 1.4 How Penicillin Changed Our Culture

anything about Betty White that's where she got her claim to
fame from and so but anyway I do wonder if Alexander Fleming

so in 1928 Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin which is the

when he discovered penicillin would realize how much our culture

antibiotic that's largely responsible for increasing the life span of

would change as a result of it

the average everyday American right when it was discovered
back in 1928 the average Americans living about 60 years old

Movie 1.5 RIP Stuart Scott

give or take while nowadays it's about 79 years old right so what

BRUCE: Cultural icon i would argue in cultural icon in Stuart Scott

are Americans doing with that extra 19 years or our lives have

passed away this weekend and you know this is something that a

changed our culture has changed in order to accommodate the

lot of people have been talking about for I listen to sports talk all

vast number of older people that are now with us and so now we

the time and so when he passed away it, this...he was literally the

have this thing called retirement age I mean think about that

reason why
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I started watching sports like the sports it, this...he was literally

Scott would not have lasted on ESPN *haha* so, I mean the fact

the reason why I started watching sports like the sports highlights

that he was teamed with Rich Eisen and people were connected

and stuﬀ because I really didn't pay attention to stuﬀ like that

and a lot of that has to do with sort of what hip-hop was doing

before I would actually you know kind of watch the game or

and growing, how was growing in the nineteen nineties my

watch you know the news channel or whatever but this actually

favorite thing, and this is biased right? I'm a Sonics fan still, I am

pull he actually pulled me in and for him to pass away means a lot

a Sonics fan, I'm still waiting for them to come back but when

to me and you know it and I know it means a lot to a lot of other

Gary Payton would have a highlight and Stuart Scott would say

people out there so you know, Ant do you have?

"GP are you with me?" *mmm* after saying, you know, "Welcome

ANT: Yea, I think first of all anytime we're talking about death I'm
always careful to separate I didn't know this person *yeah* most
of us probably who would watch this probably did not know this
person so on one hand it is really incredible to see the reflection
from his colleagues, the fact that he was on TV you're able to sort
of get an appreciation folks who are sports you're seeing some
behind-the-scenes stories of what Stuart Scott meant and what
he did in terms of bringing about representation of black males on
television *yeah* but personally I think this is where Bruce and I
can relate is seeing an African-American male on television in a
suit or in a professional capacity yet still using the language of
hip-hop and I'm careful to sort of distinguish there is a blend
between black, black aesthetics, black performance art, black
speech, black vernacular, and hip-hop there's a huge blurring of
the lines *yeah* but if we just limit Stuart Scott's talking about

to the Terrordome" quoting Public Enemy right "Can the drummer
get wicked!?" *yeah* um and we know the catchphrases "Booya",
"It's cool as the other side of the pillow" but to hear him use
Public Enemy, Kirk Franklin *yeah* some James... right he would
use these references that were so deeply embedded in hip-hop
music soul music, funk, that it was something. That for me I knew,
and I knew no one else. I knew Rich Eisen didn't know what he
was saying, I knew anybody else didn't know what they were
saying my mom might haven’t even known something but the fact
that I knew these references it was a connection so you saw
yourself on TV and it would be foolish to think I talk the way I talk,
I dress the way I dress, this is how I dress in class oftentimes
right? *yeah* Because of the confidence that I can still be me,
speak my language and get paid in the professional capacity and
be taken seriously regardless of the vernacular that we use.

what he did for black folks it's sort of misses the point which is

BRUCE: You know and that actually brings me, cause I'm a little

Stuart Scott was doing it for hip-hop, and hip-hop culture, and

bit older than Ant. Actually I'm a lot of bit older than Ant, but ha,

hip-hop inspired people if it was just about black folks Stuart

when I first started at my job, for real, I would tell people. Let me
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just be real about this, I would tell white people, older white

Blah blah blah, but what the older white people didn't understand

people about my style in class and how I try to engage students

is that "Yes". Young white people actually understand this stuﬀ

and how I really don't try to sound cool like a doctor. I really just

too and that this is seen as "cool" and "hip", or whatever. And I'm

try to be me in front of the class and help students realize that

not even going to be into that space because I know that I'm not

they think way more about sociology than what they actually

cool, nor hip. He's cool and hip I'm just this old guy trying to act

acknowledge because it's like you know, Sociology's a discipline

cool and hip. But the idea that they can understand it, regardless

and so I have to help them frame their thoughts in a sociological

of how you frame it, that they could understand it. That just

manner, but that they think about it all the time, but then I'm

bridges all of those gaps that gives people like myself and Ant

telling folks like this and I'm telling them that I'm talking about you

licenses to go "Hey you know what, you might not like this but

know, I'm making hip-hop references, pop culture references, but

this is what we are, and this is how we present ourselves." And

hip-hop specifically and I remembered this one older white guy.

Stuart Scott amongst a lot of other people, but Stuart Scott

He just like looked at me and he was just like "Well, how many

especially in my life, he has allowed me and you know, and Ant,

black people are in your class?" and I'm like "Well maybe like, out

to really take ownership with that. And say this is who we are, and

of 40, maybe like 2 or 3" *I have one* Right? Maybe 2 or 3...Well

just making us feel very comfortable and so thank you for that

normally it is one, or none and whatnot. And then he was like

Stuart Scott. Rest in peace.

"Well, don't you think you're losing the white students when you
do stuﬀ like that?" and I'm like "Oh my God…old white people
just don't get this."
ANT: And that's what Stuart Scott did, he showed folks that yo,
people are more, are much more maybe or not, but at least
slightly more comfortable. Right? People deserve a little bit more
credit in terms of how we relate, understand, *yeah* pick up, and
communicate than advertisers would like us to think not.

Movie 1.6 Texting as Argot
I know some of you millennials are not going to believe this but
there was actually a day when cell phones didn't exist I know it's
very hard to believe. however for someone like me who lived
through that I wouldn't have ever thought that cell phones as they
adjusted and adapted to the way people used them would usher
in an Argo called texting right? and so texting, the Argo of texting
largely consists of abbreviations of commonly used word phrases

BRUCE: Exactly, exactly and so when I can you know and so my

right? now there's actually a reason why this had to happen not

record speaks for itself my classes fill all the time. All this stuﬀ.

because necessarily because people were lazy but because when
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cell phone companies first came out with texting they would

be considered subgroups subcultures in our society the reason

actually charge you per character right? and so just to say bad

why is because they do everything that you no speak English and

would be three characters and whatnot and so they charged you

go to school and do everything that people in mainstream the

per character but now they don't do that anymore but and yet we

mainstream United States do it's just that there's a little bit of

still have this Argo of texting and so this has become so common

flavor added on to it rather than you know like I took people with

that the Argo of texting that now even someone like myself uses it

my household rather than bread we will always have rice that's a

and so you know I'll use things like be right back "brb" let's see...

little bit of flavor you still eating regular food you're still eating

by the way "btw" On my way i found out that siri sorry that

chicken or what meat or well in vegetarian case cheese or

iphones that if i type that in(OMW) it will actually type out

vegetables broccoli but the rice was something that I knew that I

completely on my way. I thought that was really cool JK just

can expect but it was like I said subculture or it was a little bit

kidding Laugh out Loud LOL but for me although I know this one

diﬀerent than the mainstream culture another one would be like

LMAO laugh my ass oﬀ I don't use that one very much I don't

music genres my son I know you're going to trip out about this I

know why I just don't Oh my god or Oh my goodness depending

have a 22 year old son of and he is a he plays death metal you

on your preference in that OMG my sister she uses TTYL all the

guys bass for death metal band and there's a way of talking a

time Talk to you Later my sister in law she uses XO all the time

way of interacting a way of dressing in that culture where you can

which means hugs and kisses right? and so all of these are

let people know immediately what kind of music you listen to that

definitely part of the Argo even though it's mainstream it's

they look at the band shirts and it's not just having a band shirt to

definitely still considered an Argot

specific bands that represent specific genres and that you are

Movie 1.7 Subcultures versus Countercultures

speaking each other's language another subculture would be like
on a basketball court you're doing everything that people in the

alright so what's the diﬀerence between a subculture in a

United States would do but there's a way of dressing and I hope

counterculture when we think about subcultures one of the

you get picked earlier than way of dressing that will help you not

simplest way to think about subcultures and to think about i

get picked earlier in regards to you know just playing a pickup

would back in my day we called hyphenated Americans if you

basketball game all countercultures on the other hand

were talking about someone with irish-american italian-american

countercultures are generally going considered weird like weird

someone who's mexican-american african-american those would

like whoa like it's going to push it back a little bit like hate groups
whether it be a clue Klux Klan would be the new black panthers
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whether it be the nation Islam whether it be with skinheads

independence and so that when we probably don't think about

whatever those are going to be groups that are going to be

that too many times except for when our car breaks down when

considered counter-cultural they're going against what we think

our car breaks down we are woefully reminded how dependent

of as quality in the United States and that's something that

we are on other things like public transportation or on other

people in the united states tend to value right another counter

people like our family or friends to get us around and so are other

culture would be like a markets well I mean that's my very

things that are connected other values that we have that and so

definition that their counter culture because we're going against

other things that are connected other values that we have that are

the government while last one is the distant one is a fun one to be

connected to cars would also be a social status trucks you know

as that is called they're called freegans and these are people

they tend to be connected to the working class whether rightfully

literally this is what they do they literally will go and go to my

or wrongfully they tend to be connected to the working class of

good dumpsters of shopping centers and pick out the food

BMWs and Mercedes Benz they're connected to upper-middle

because they are they are getting going against the excesses of

class while our cars that I barely even know how to pronounce

capitalism and how capitalism causes people to throw away

are connected to the wealthy to the wealthy classes like

things and they're like they don't like that and so they picked all

Lamborghini's and the Bugatti's and only reason why I know any

the garbage all the food out of the supermarket's trash cans and

of those names because of rap videos but anyway the other thing

take it home and eat it and so that would be a little bit of an

the last thing I want to talk about that's connected the value that

example of subculture vs counterculture

we have this connected two cars is also this thing that we call

Movie 1.8 What do cars represent?

gender right because if you think about certain cars certain cars
are definitely supposed to represent masculinity like a truck that's

so the talk about cultural integration I wanted to focus on our

raised it has big wheels on is definitely something that gives you

material culture of cars right and so that what we see that is that

more much more of a masculine sense of what a Fiat little Fiat

cultural integration will help us connect our non material values to

would definitely subscribe something to connect to something

these material items especially like i said as it pertains to cars so

more feminine now please don't misunderstand anybody could

then what are some of our values that we have culturally

ride these cars males and females alike anybody can ride these

integrated into cars one of them is definitely the sense that we

cars but our cultural how we have culturally integrated certain

have independence right this value that we have for

values into our cars of what we drive has definitely aﬀected what
we will buy and when we will buy it and who buy it for
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Movie 1.9 Ethnocentrism and Food
so every year during the summer solstice residents of Yulin which
is the city and southeast China they get together in a festival
organized by dog meat traders in order to try to boost the sale of
dog meat right now look I know this is diﬃcult to talk about
because in the United States I mean honestly we think about
dogs almost as human and so to talk about eating dogs that is
something very closely akin to cannibalism I mean I can't think of
it any other way and look I'm a dog owner myself I love my dog

taste better as a look as a sociologist then I want to make sure
that you understand we're not saying that everyone needs to
participate in other people's cultural practices but we will say
though is that believing that some group is culturally inferior to
yours are is where all discrimination begins and the worst-case
scenarios is where genocide can even happen think about it
Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Stripper by Joe Limer

and he's in the family photos and things like that and so I get this

This is the story of boy meets girl and it might be a love poem,

however we have to understand that if you attack and demonize

but it's definitely not a stripper poem. I repeat it's not a stripper

an entire group of people for honestly a relatively benign cultural

poem. So I was at this strip club and that's when I saw her. She

practice and this is definitely an example of ethnocentrism now

was a 5 foot greeting card in the most amazing envelope I've ever

look I'm not trying to say whether it's right or wrong to eat dog

seen. I was this close this stage before my fantasies, where

but what I am saying is that if you look at this within the lens of

dreamed her into being, turning my body into a T-Pain video

cultural relativism of you shouldn't perceive these acts as evil or

burning images of grinding hips in my lap like she's trying to put

consider a civilization less civilized because of these practices

out a fire. Extinguishing places where puberty calls 911, and

because if we think about it think about all the countries that

when she's done, she makes dirty feel like a baptism. She turns

wouldn't appreciate the things that we eat as Americans every

desire into lust filled promises, but her legs wrap around the pole

day and so a place like India you know they considered a cow

like crossed fingers behind backs, her attraction is a lesson using

sacred and so therefore when we you know what we eat beef this

smoke and mirrors, these mirrors create the image of concocted

is sacrilege to them and you know in our biggest fast-food chains

hypocrisy like Fox News, and falling in love with a stripper. And I

sells beef by the ton right and so the places like Israel pakistan-

know people are going to laugh, or think I'm blind. That I can't

afghanistan other places in the middle east of that we they

see behind the silhouette of raw desire, as if my common sense

consider a pork of and pigs to be filthy animals and that their unfit

would drown in the ocean of her smile. Friction, firing oﬀ emotion

for human consumption and yet we say bacon makes everything

with each dollar tease. Knowing she would please me so hard
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that it would make my dreams cottonmouth plantations. But there

checkpoints. Freedom, the girl who grew up feeling the plastic

is a message in the bottleneck of her hips that whispers to my

pressure being molded into Disney princesses. Freedom puts up

guilt and tells a never-ending story. I look closely and I see the

with our abuse because she doesn't believe anyone else will love

diamonds in her eyes have been hardened by the Taylor Made

her. When Freedom takes the fall we're the ones who wear the

civil wars fought in the pupils in her glance. Her heels hit the floor

bruises. When Freedom is arrested, we're the ones who wear the

and it sounds like she's saying "Help me" in Morris code and I

handcuﬀs and when Freedom strips for an audience we become

know that she is more statement than spectacle, but I confess. I

stripped of a promise in on our humanity we could never keep.

never appreciate her for the beautiful woman that she is. Like

Freedom wants to show us one essential truth, she doesn't need

she's got this tattoo on her right calf of a caged bird, an eagle

saving, we do.

feather behind her ear, and a silver ring on her left hand to remind
her that some broken promises are like bullet wounds that can
never be removed. She's got a scar on her left wrist that screams
"Don't ask me about this all you need to know is that I'm still
here". She tells me that her favorite color is brown because
Brown is the color of humanity touched by the sun, and she hates
karaoke because she can't sing. In fact her voice is a bit irritating,
but it sounds like the Rosetta Stone for struggle and I want to
save her. I want to tell her that knowing her is like capturing hope
in a jar, like grabbing water from the ocean, all that's left are
reminders that she existed, burnt embers of a cigarette trapped in
the cancer of could have beens. She's here, away from the bright
lights of the city, the marquee outside says her name. We call her
Justice, we call her Liberty, we call her Peace, but her name is
Freedom. Have you seen her? Freedom performs nightly from 11
to 3 AM because her stars can only be seen at night. Please
come grab a seat and see Freedom. The fantasy that makes
screaming your name whispering irony at border patrol
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 4

Socialization

Section 1

The Role of Socialization
At the heart of sociology is the understanding that we undergo

United States smell bad because we are “sterilized” or smell like

socialization, which is the lifelong

“hospitals,” while we think that the

process through which people

French stink because they smell

acquire the attitudes, values, and

Movie 1.1 Does cow dung smell “bad”?

behaviors appropriate for

Not only do we learn our culture,

members of a particular culture.

but through this process, we also

For example, every society has a

develop our sense of self, which

d i ﬀe re n t d e fin i t i o n o f w h a t
“stinks.”

like body odor. (Watch Movie 1.1)

is a distinct identity that

In the US, people are

distinguishes each individual from

expected to take at least one

others and gives us a unique

shower a day and use deodorant,

sense of who we are. We acquire

antiperspirant, perfume, cologne,

this distinctiveness when we

body spray, lotion, scented oil,

interrelate with the significant

etc. to make us NOT smell like
our natural body odor. However,

1. https://youtu.be/OvTR7L1l9xM - Video

others, people most important in

in a nation like France, it is

2. What is the main point of this video?

the development of the self, who

culturally acceptable to take a

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

are in our lives. Our social

4. Can you think of any other examples of things that smell good/
bad to you but could be diﬀerent in another context? Explain.

p e o p l e b e h a v e t o w a rd o n e

shower less than once a day and
to smell like your natural self. As
a matter of fact, people in France
believe that individuals in the

interactions, which refer to how
another when they meet and
determine our experiences,
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memories, values, and beliefs; lay down the foundation for our
identity and help us become functioning members of society.
If it is understood that our self is created, then it should not be a
surprise that sociologists also believe in the social construction
of reality, that our perception of reality is shaped by the

Movie 1.2 Symbolism of the Rainbow

subjective meanings we bring to any experience and is also
purposefully structured by people in power in a given society. In
other words, we are not just taught objective facts about the
world; we are taught how to see the world.
An example of how we are taught “objective” facts can be
demonstrated by our understandings of the rainbow. Traditionally
in the United States, we are taught that there are seven colors in
the rainbow. The only reason I remember this is because of the
song we sang in class when I was in kindergarten: red and yellow
and pink and green, purple and orange and blue, I can sing a

1. https://youtu.be/iwIiyexg5w4 - Video

rainbow....

2. What is the main point of this video?

And if you switch purple with indigo and pink with

violet you would have the traditional list of colors in the US
rainbow. However, what if I told you that historically it had been
argued that the rainbow only had one color (purple) or three
colors (red, yellowish-green and blue)? Also, in China, they omit

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.
4. Can you think of any other examples of symbols that have
multiple meanings? Explain.

the distinction between indigo and violet and just call it zi se`
(purple).

So then what is the real answer?

The colors of the

rainbow are INFINITE! We are taught a certain number because
humans have a limited capacity to discern them. (Watch Movies
1.2 and 1.3)
3

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Click by Joe Limer

1) https://youtu.be/_iMId13Acv8 - Video
2) What is this poem about?
3) What would the poet say is most responsible for constructing our
reality? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Is this a problem? If so, does the poet propose a solution? Do
you have a solution? Explain.
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Section 2

Sociological Approaches to the Self
Sociologists are interested in what we learn and how we learn it

Crazy when a Coca Cola bottle fell from the sky and a Bushmen,

from the people around us.

people who live an isolated

Social learning theory is

hunter/gatherer lifestyle in the

concerned with the ways children
model the behaviors they view in

Movie 1.4 The Schema of Race
Huﬃngton Post June 6, 2016

Kalahari Desert, finds it and tries
to figure out what it is. Individuals

others. Children usually learn by

in the US would typically interpret

random modeling of behaviors

such a thing as trash or hopefully

and mimicking sounds that they

something to be recycled, but this

hear around them. However, the

group of people used the item as

socialization process strengthens

a rolling pin, a club, a musical

preferred sociocultural patterns in

instrument and unfortunately even

children’s behavior while reducing

a weapon. (View video)

or eliminating others.

One way

Another example is when you try

that we do this is by teaching
children schemas; the cognitive

1. https://youtu.be/4JWO6XuWxSE - Video

structures used to understand the

2. What is the main point of this video?

world and process information.

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

(Watch Movie 1.4)
An example of this can be found
in the movie, The Gods Must Be

4. Can you think of any other examples of how a person’s race
could aﬀect how they experience the world? Explain.

to interpret the drawings of a
three-year-old child.

The child

presents you with a picture that
you cannot easily understand, so
you use your schemas to try and
figure it out.

You see green and

brown, and your schema
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suggests that it is a tree. But when the child says it is not a tree it

clothes that profess how much they love pink and thinking that

is an elephant then you may suggest to the child to use some

boys that like this color must be homosexual. (Watch Movie 1.5)

gray so that it looks more like an elephant. But when they say it
is an elephant in a tree then you know that they are not aware that

Stages of the Self

elephants do not climb trees and
that is why it was so hard for you
to guess what the child drew.

Another theory that explains how

Movie 1.5 Transgender Bathrooms

we learn as children is George

CNN July 9, 2016

Herbert Meads’ stages of self. He
proposes that children go through

Gender schema theory suggests

three distinct stages of

that once a child learns cultural

development:

definitions of gender, these
schemas become the core around

1)

which all other information is

where children start to imitate the

organized. Children learn early on

people around them.

to associate darker colors with

copy the behavior and

boys and bright colors, but

mannerisms of their parents and

especially pink, with girls. If you

siblings. If your mother puts her

The Preparatory Stage is
Children

go into a toy store, you will

1. https://youtu.be/-4KvPtfSnsw - Video

hands on her hips when she is

immediately know where the girl

2. What is the main point of this video?

angry the kids will duplicate that

toys are because the entire aisle

3. What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.

behavior when they are told that

4. Can you think of any other examples of how a person’s sex could
aﬀect how they experience the world? Explain.

father is cooking, then one of the

will be pink with white and purple
highlights, while the boy aisle will
be filled with darker colors (black,

they have to go to bed.

If the

children may come beside him

dark green and blue) with yellow

and try to chop vegetables next to

and red highlights. This aﬃliation

him. Most of the time you notice that children imitate the people

with girls and pink is so strong that even when children enter

around them when they do something socially unacceptable. If a

middle and high school, they will socially reinforce this by making

child cusses after their character dies in a video game, this is
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probably something that they learned from someone older that

is that children learn that there are social expectations that are

plays video games with them.

associated with each role that they play.

2)

The Play Stage is where children have developed some skill

in communicating and start to understand social roles.
stage, young kids begin role
taking, which is the process of

At this

In the play stage,

children are allowed to play roles spontaneously. If the girl wants
to play the family dog, then that is fine. But in the game stage
impulsive role taking is no longer
acceptable.

Movie 1.6 Being IT

If you want to play

house, the girl cannot play the

mentally assuming the

dog, or the boy cannot be the

perspective of another and

mother.

responding from that imagined

children may realize that the girl

viewpoint.

This stage is where

should be the nurse and the boy

they play games like cops and

the doctor because that is what

robbers, house and doctor. (View

they see when they go to the

video)

doctor’s oﬃce. (Watch Movie 1.6)

3)

The Game Stage occurs at

If you play doctor, then

Looking-Glass Self

about 8 or 9 years old and marks
the time where children learn that

The theory that best represents

they are a part of a larger social

the sociological perspective of the
1) https://youtu.be/X7F6eXuPLog - Video

self was proposed by Charles

find out that they are not the

2) What is the main point the author is making?

Horton Cooley called the looking-

center of the universe. This stage

3) How do you learn how to be “it”?

glass self, which is the idea that

is where children begin to employ

4) What is socially significant about this role? Why does almost
every child learn how to be “it” in one manner or another?

situation.

In other words, they

the concept of the generalized
o t h e r , w h i c h re f e r s t o t h e

we imagine how others see us
and we imagine their judgment of
that appearance.

This approach

attitudes, viewpoints, and expectations of society as a whole that

suggests that your self-concept is a product of your social

a child takes into account in his or her behavior. What this means

interactions with others and is broken down into three key
7

phases: (1) we imagine how we present ourselves to others; (2)

However, the moment you step out of your bedroom or the

we imagine how others evaluate us; and (3) we define our self as

dressing room at a department store, you will try and assess what

a result of these impressions.

other people think about how you are dressed.

In other words, the image we

create of ourselves is primarily based on our perception of how

compliment you, “That shirt is DOPE son! Where did you get it?”

others perceive us. (Watch Movie
1.7)

Do they say something negative,
“What is the deal with your shirt?”

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis

Everyone has gone through the

My Honest Poem by Rudy Francisco

process of getting dressed in the
morning. When you do this, you
consider what you will be doing

Some of our

Assessing people’s

because we want to know what

when you are getting ready?

they think about us.
1. https://youtu.be/5NI_09j539c - Video
2. What is the poem about?

dope?

3. What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

concepts are dependent on what

4. What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

other people think. This thought

5. Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

the looking-glass self; the idea
that you think you look good to others.

In other

words, you do not know what the
other person may think about how

we are wearing. Is it pretty? Is it

process represents stage one of

nothing at all?

is step two of the process

but what else are you considering

These

Or do they say

reaction to how you are dressed

suggest a diﬀerent style of dress,

Is it brutal?

you and smile?

again.”

All of these situations

other people will think about what

shake their head? Do they look at

back to our rooms and “try

going to play basketball, going to

Most of us will also examine what

Do they look at you and negative

parents have directly told us to go

that day, e.g. going to school,
a party.

Do they

you look.

Even if someone tells

you that you look “good,” they
may believe that you look bad but
are in a hurry to get to where they
want to go.

Also, your parents

saying that you look “bad” may mean that your friends will think
you look “good.” After you consider all of these interactions and
have received positive reinforcement from enough people, you
8

will go to step three; I know I look good. Being able to assess
how others think of you correctly is vital to your development of
self. However, there are times when you could be looking through
a cracked looking glass. Take anorexia for instance. The person
with this illness believes they are fat no matter how much they
weigh. When people react negatively to their radical weight loss,
rather than thinking they have gone too far, they believe that
people believe that they are still fat.
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Section 3

Socialization throughout Life
Socialization does not stop once you become an adult. The life

of a life transition. (View poem) Prison and Rehabilitation centers

course approach looks closely at the social factors, including

of any type, i.e. drugs, alcohol, gambling, etc., are two social

gender, race and income; that influence people throughout their

institutions whose primary function is resocialization.

Another

There are times when we undergo anticipatory

institution that often engages in this role is community colleges.

socialization where a person rehearses for future positions,

Often this is a space where people who are first-generation

occupations, and social relationships.

Rehearsing is most

college students or students that did not do well in the K-12

evident when it comes to preparing for a job interview. We will

system have to relearn how to manage their time, take notes and

work hard on our impression management, when people

study.

entire lives.

purposefully try to influence how others perceive them, by
dressing in a proper manner, speak without cussing or saying
“um” and “you know” all the time, give a firm handshake, smile

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Waking Up Naked by Michael Lee

and if it is a career-level job you will want to practice answering
questions that may come up during the interview.

However,

many people experience the same process when going on a first
date, meeting your significant other’s parents, your first day at a
new school or if you are trying out for the cheerleading squad.

1) https://youtu.be/YAy-R_QRyvU - Video
2) What is the poem about?

There are also times in our lives when we may need to undergo a

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

process of resocialization, which refers to the process of

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

discarding old behavior patterns and accepting new ones as part

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

10

Researchers that take the life course approach also investigate

Religion plays a significant role in rites of passage also. Boys of

the significance of rites of passage, which are symbolic

the Jewish faith have a Bar Mitzvah at the age of 13, while girls

representations of significant transitions that serve as a means of

have a Bat Mitzvah at the age of 12 to symbolize them becoming

dramatizing and validating changes in a person’s status.

adults.

poem)

(View

Jewish, Catholic and some Protestant faiths have
Confirmation, which represents

The state sets many of

these rites. At five years old, we

Movie 1.9 Poetry in Praxis

the “age of reason” where a

become independent learners and

Tampon Poem by Sierra DeMulder

young adult is expected to decide

are required to go to school. Age

for themselves to follow God.

16 marks the age of

And in many Latin American

independence if you earn your

cultures girls at the age of 15

driver’s license.

We become

enter womanhood and have a

adults at the age of 18, and

quinceanera, fiesta de quince or a

numerous

ceremonies

very similarly named ceremony;

accompany this transition from

which normally has religious

adolescent to young adult. Many

overtones.

of us graduate high school at
about this age, but we are also
allowed to vote, we must sign up

How Are We Socialized?
1) https://youtu.be/dJeSo1JEwJs - Video

As sociologists, we realize that in

for the draft and we will be tried

2) What is the poem about?

as an adult if we are suspected of

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

committing a crime.

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

by the people, groups, and social

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

institutions that provide the

Then we

have to wait another three years
to buy alcohol and cigarettes at
21.

However, in Japan, their

coming of age is at 20 where they celebrate Seiji-no-hi and are

our lives there are many agents of
socialization who are represented

critical information needed for
children to become fully

functioning members of society.

then allowed to participate fully in society. (Watch Movie 1.9)
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• Family is the most important agent of socialization, especially
for children.

This group determines what is “pretty,” “dope,” “brutal,” etc.
and parents have little control

They introduce

cultural capital, which is the ability
t o a c c e s s p a r t i c u l a r g ro u p s
because of cultural similarity (more
on this in Chapter 7).

over these definitions.

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis

•Mass Media and Technology

Pretty Girl by the Professor

has significantly aﬀected how

The

we are socialized because of

bestowing of ethnicity, religion, and

how much time is spent

socioeconomic status is part of this

interacting with technology.

process.

Unlike education, the media is
much more subtle in the

• School teaches us the taken-for
granted knowledge of the broader

socialization process.

society.

We learn our history, our

does not tell you what a family

culture and our rules through the

is; it just creates shows with

education system.

families in them and the viewer

School also

Media

1. https://youtu.be/kL28x7qlwh4 - Video

processes these images as

be judged on what we do rather

2. What is the poem about?

normal and acceptable. TV is

than who we are. In other words, if

3. What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

by far the most influential

we fail the tests then we will fail the

4. What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

media source.

class.

5. Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

I n t e r n e t a n d m o v i e s a re

marks the time when we begin to

• Peer Groups are usually made up

However, the

becoming more important as
people of lower socioeconomic

of people who are the same age and share the same interests

statuses gain the same access as the middle-class. (Watch

and positions. Children in the third grade start to identify with

Movie 1.10)

particular groups, but peer groups usually become more
important in our socialization than our family by middle school.

• The Workplace teaches us how to behave appropriately in an
occupational setting and is a fundamental aspect of
12

socialization in most countries. We learn the value of our work,
but more importantly, we find out how our wages directly aﬀect
our status in a given society.

Generally speaking, the higher

your income, the higher your status.
• Religion and the State both act to provide markers
representing significant life course transitions.

These two

institutions frequently create the motivation behind many of our
rites of passage.
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Section 4

Chapter Summary
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Socialization (2)
Self (2)

Rites of Passage (9)
Cultural Capital (10)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Significant Others (2)

Social Construction of Reality

Social Interactions (2)

Schemas

Social Construction of Reality (3)

Gender Schema Theory

Social Learning Theory (5)

Role Taking

Schemas (5)

Generalized Other

Gender Schema Theory (5)

Looking-Glass Self

Preparatory Stage (6)

Rites of Passage

Play Stage (6)
Role Taking (6)
Game Stage (7)
Generalized Other (7)
Looking-Glass Self (7)
Life Course Approach (9)
Anticipatory Socialization (9)
Impression Management (9)
Resocialization (9)

Bullet-point answer questions:
- What are the three stages of the self?
- Name three common rites of passage.
- Name two institutions that focus on the resocialization process.
- Name three situations that you would use the concept of
anticipatory socialization.
14

- What are the six agents of socialization?

Short answer questions:
- Define the social construction of reality and give a specific
example of this concept.
- What is the diﬀerence between anticipatory socialization and
resocialization and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between role taking and generalized other
and give an example of both?
- Define schemas and give an example of how you use them to
interpret situations.

Critical thinking questions:
- Define the sociological imagination and explain how your
looking glass self can be aﬀected by wider social factors.
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Section 5

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Does cow dung smell “bad”?
So what do you think of the smell of cow dung? Most of us
probably don't think of it in a very pleasant way. I remember
when I was doing an internship, during the summer, at University
California Davis, and one of the bigger programs that they have
is a veterinary school, and so there was the smell of animals
around, namely: cow dung. And I just remember, I mean
remember this is also the summer, and just remember the aroma
hitting me and just not thinking of it in a very pleasant way.
However, what I want you to really think about that us as
sociologists would argue that what we think of as smelling good
and smelling bad, is actually talk to us through the socialization
process. That there is no natural thing that you think smells good
or smells bad. We have to get taught what smells good and what
smells bad because here's the deal, is that there is other
communities and cultures that actually use cow dung as building
material. Now I don't know if they're using it as material for
bricks or mortar, but I'm assuming that on a rainy day that you
know the smell of cow dung becomes more profuse and so they
probably don't think of it as stinking, as what we might. Another

space in other cultures, they actually use cow dung in the same
way that we would use charcoal to cook food. Now that really
trips me out because you think about that, if anybody who
barbecues, they know that charcoal leaves a distinct flavor in
meat versus let's say a gas grill, right? And that there's a lot of
people that spend a lot of time, energy, and eﬀort in order to
smoke their meat with something like Hickory, or Applewood, or
Mesquite, because we know that it takes, that it gives a lot of
distinct flavors to the meat. And so you have to understand then
that people who use cow dung are probably thinking that cow
dung leaves a good taste in meat, and that really trips me out.
And so like I said, as a sociologist, what we have to understand
also then, is that if you were raised in that society, most likely you
would think the same way.
Movie 1.2 Symbolism of the Rainbow
So one example of how we socially constructed reality is the
thing about all the diﬀerent representations that we have for this
thing that we call a rainbow right now scientifically speaking you
know rainbow is like the reflection and refraction of light as it
goes through water droplets however rainbows have a lot of
16

religious meaning in Norse mythology the rainbow was actually
like a bridge between us and some heavenly realm right with
Buddhist they believe that the rainbow was like the highest state

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Click by Joe Limer

that you could achieve before attaining Nirvana while with

Click. We interrupt this program to bring you a special

Christians they believe that the rainbow if you believe in a literal

announcement. Now you, yes you can be successful in life. You

interpretation of the bible that the rainbow represents God's

can have the perfect American life with 2.4 kids, a dog, and a

covenant to the people that he wouldn't destroy the world again

white picket fence as long as you're powered by Viagra, Cialis,

with a great flood right now those are you know past

Extendz, or Depends on your 90lbs. desperate housewife with

interpretations and even some current interpretation of the

surgical enhancements living in a four closed space that you call

rainbow but more contemporary understanding a rainbow is how

home. Roaming around in brake-less Toyota that moves faster

it's become almost synonymous with the queer community and

than your 5 hour energy buzz because in this commercial

that rainbows in the queer community is a symbol of peace and

program, YOU are being programmed to act. So please, act now.

unity right and this symbolism has become so prevalent that the

Operators are standing by. By the way side eﬀects can increase

University of Hawaii of whose mascot is the rainbow warriors they

political alienation, ideological migraines from your brain,

have taken considerable social pressure to try to change their

exploding as a spick dis-prone to streams of consciousness,

names from the rainbow warriors to just the Warriors of the

flowing rhymes without reason, an intellectual wet dreams

people who have critiqued their name said that it was going to be

caution. Some of you may experience what we professors call the

harder to crew recruit athletes of for more masculine sports like

light bulb eﬀect. In which case don’t resist it! It's called critical

football or baseball because of the connotations of the rainbow

thought. See i thought we were fully rational individuals, but we

however the University of Hawaii stood its ground and kept their

tend to reason rationality and the simplistic UPS whiteboards and

mascot there for all of this is just a save that's even something as

clips on Youtube, fusing your problems into 30 second solutions.

relatively simple as the rainbow can demonstrate how we socially

The confusion with media lies in a specialized form of education,

construct our realities.

a form of indoctrination, a fabrication of the superstructure, these
superstructures built on sand handing out stratified syllogism,
idealism's without political realism's. See we can't connect the
schisms so we don't have new thoughts or challenges; we have
17

damages to the brain, a type of brain damage. Brain damaged by

people were skeptical that changes were gonna happen to make

Glenn Beck with these Olbermann lobotomies, illustrating

race relations better in the united states only eleven percent of

dichotomies, showing polar points of view. Just two bi-polar

white people felt the same way I'm thirty-eight percent of whites

virtues, polarizing ideas and buying truths, so that these truths

b e l i e v e t h a t t h e c o u n t r y h a d a l re a d y m a d e a l l t h e

become shells of their former self, so instead we delve more into

accommodations it needed to make the black people in order to

un-truth, than truth, but the truth is, that's the hook. I mean i

help them become equal to whites only eight percent of black

didn't mean to get you shook, but we have socialization in Marx

people felt the same way about that another one would be that

mark, and repetitious actions. These factions didn't mean you to

thirty two percent of why people believe that Obama actually

react without thought so you begin to socialize instinctually.

made race relations worse in the United States versus nine

These voices in your head, bandaged with adages like "Just say

percent of blacks would say the same thing and perhaps maybe

no!" Well say no to what? "If you're not with us, you're against

one of the biggest discrepancies percentage-wise was that 71

us", "Love it or leave it", it amounts to this endless type of

percent of black people said that they have been discriminated

pattern. If you think you know ask yourself exactly what you know

against based on their race while only thirty percent of white

because knowing is half the battle, so while you're saddled with

people felt the same way now as the research continued to unfold

Presidential candidates wanting to camp in on change...maybe

what we also find out is that of the median income for a black

you need to do more than just change the channel, and now back

households was about thirty thousand dollars less than the

to our regular scheduled program. Click.

average or excuse me the median income for a white households

Movie 1.4 The Schema of Race

and that black people black families were twice as likely the white
families to be living in poverty however when we talk about the

So a pew research study found something that is probably not

reasons why this discrepancy exists seventy percent of black

very surprising to most of us and that is that of the views of black

people suggested that racial discrimination was a big critical

people and white people are profoundly diﬀerent when it comes

societal factors that play into the discrepancy only thirty-six

to viewing racial inequalities in the united states now this research

percent of white people felt the same way so what does this tell

involved over 3,700 people and 1799 identified as white 1004

us with his tell us is that surely then that their categories that we

identified as black and about 654 identified as hispanic and what

are the racial categories that were put into by society definitely

the research found was that about forty three percent of black

lead us to experience the world very diﬀerently and to interpret it
very diﬀerently.
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Movie 1.5 Transgender Bathrooms
So on July 9th 2016 Massachusetts passes a transgender rights
bill that has now become law and so this law allows transgender
people to use public restrooms and locker rooms that are
consistent with their gender identity versus their sex that's
identified on their birth certificate now look there's a lot of
pushback on this some of it if not all of it is happening on a
conservative side but the main argument is that against is that
this is a public safety issue that we have these quote men that are
going into these women's bathrooms and that so we're increasing
the probability that children will be molested on it were increasing
the probability of the sexual assault of women now look I'm not
going to say anything about this being right or wrong but what I
can say that as a sociologist are part of the problem is that of our
gender schema and how in the United States we have a gender
schema that only gives us really two options on our gender and
then also then rigidly connects those genders to male and female
bodies now look one of the ways that we can add and that this
fight that we're having is actually stopping us from seeing a rather
simple solution to this and that is to have increase more singleuser bathrooms are not only would this help with transgender
issues but it would also be an equity move for a lot of women of
who stand at times impossibly long lines in order to use the
bathrooms especially like sporting events or nightclubs while men
a lot of times we don't even have to stand in line at all of these
same spaces and so if our society continues to move towards the

gender identity has more fluid we surely can expect to see are
more accommodations and more exploration of how this would
work better in our society.
Movie 1.6 Being IT
So when talking about socialization, have you ever played the
game Tag? Or something like that? Do you understand that you
had to learn how to be "It", right? Now I know, it just seems like it
came naturally to you, but if you would ever watch little kids play
Tag or any rendition of that, right. It's like Hide and Go Seek is a
version of you being "it", right? Even Marco Polo or something
like that, you're being "it", and the idea that's going along here is
that you have to get socialized into playing these games, and so
then what does being "it" mean? What do you have to do to be
"it"? One, you have to learn how to chase other people. Part of
this is physical exercise, but also the second part of this, which is
probably the most important part of this is that you have to learn
that you don't want to be "it", right? Just imagine how that game
would go, like if you were playing tag, and you were just fine with
just being "it" right, its like, someone would Tag you and like
"You're it", and it's like "Cool man, I'm it..." right? That's not
going to work for the game anyway and life, now think about that.
What are we teaching people when we think about that, that you
don't want to be "it" in life, you don't want to be the outcast in
life, right? And then lastly, this is the one that's kind of weird
especially in our society, is that we'll also develop rules as to how
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to be fair about who's "it" and who's not, right? And so then if

me back I know it sounds crazy, but it's actually much easier than

you got the kid like me, I was the kid that always ran slow, and so

it seems And to be honest, I think it's safer that way See

people would Tag me and I would be "it", but I couldn't catch

relationships, they often remind me that I'm not afraid of heights

anybody else. But then there was a certain moment where

or falling But I'm scared of what's gonna happen The moment

everyone was like, you know what, Bruce can't be it anymore

that my body hits the ground I'm clumsy. Yesterday, I tripped over

because we're all just running away from him and he's been "it"

my self-esteem I landed on my pride and it shattered like an

for like half an hour now and he's tired, right? And so you learn

iPhone with a broken face Now I can't even tell who's trying to

these rules about being fair and how we apply these labels in our

give me a compliment I've never been in the military, but I have

society and that's part of our socialization process.

this Purple Heart I got it from beating myself up over things I can't

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
My Honest Poem by Rudy Francisco

fix I know it sounds weird but sometimes, I wonder what my bed
sheets say about me when I'm not around I wonder what the
curtains would do if they found out About all the things that I've
done behind their backs I've got a hamper that's overflowing with

I was born on July 27th, that makes me a Leo I don't really know

really, really loud mistakes And a graveyard in my closet, I'm

what that means I'm 5 foot 6... I weigh a hundred and forty-five

afraid that if I let you see my skeletons You'll grind my bones into

pounds I don't know how to swim, and I'm a sucker for a girl with

powder and get high on my fault lines Hi, my name is Rudy I

a nice smile And clean sneakers I'm still learning how to whisper

enjoy frozen yogurt, people watching And laughing for absolutely

I'm often loud in places where I should be quiet I'm often quiet in

no reason at all But I don't allow myself to cry as often as I need

places where I should be loud I was born feet first and I've been

to I have solar-powered confidence, I have a battery-operated

backwards ever since I like ginger ale... a lot. I've been told that I

smile My hobbies include editing my life story, hiding behind

give really bad hugs People say that it feels like I'm trying to

metaphors And trying to convince my shadow that I'm someone

escape Sometimes it's because I am, and secretly I get really

worth following I don't know much, but I do know this I know that

nervous Every time someone gets close enough to hear me

heaven is full of music I know God listens to my heart beat on his

breathe I have this odd fascination with things like sand castles

iPod It reminds him that we still got work to do.

and ice sculptures I assume it's because I usually find myself
dedicating time to things That will only last a few moments That's
also why I tend to fall in love with women Who would never love
20

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Waking Up Naked by Michael Lee

handcuﬀed to an Emergency room bed. She spent 4 years
praying for my sobriety nightly, you will not take this from her. If
you oﬀer me a shot there'd better be a trigger involved. The

I'm at a party when a kid asks me, "Hey, you want a drink bro?"

strongest I have ever felt was the first time I said “NO” to a drink, I

"Uhh, no thanks. I don't drink anymore." "That's fucking lame!"

have said “NO” every morning since September 29th, 2008. I say

Motherfucker...Lame: Weak, sometimes taken to mean boring. So

“NO” 18 times before breakfast, one for every step it takes to get

I'm boring. The parties I usually go to consist of coﬀee and

from my bedroom to the fridge. I say “NO” 10 times before work,

feelings. A few times a week we sit in a circle and try to piece our

one for every billboard that tells me I was stronger when I was

lives together. We don't remember them so clearly. Besides bro,

drinking. I have said “NO” more times than I can count, one for

one time when weighing only 130 pounds I killed a bottle of Jack

every night my family lay awake trying not to imagine my head

Daniel's in 30 minutes the next morning I woke up in the back-

stone. When you ask me the question I do not hear the words you

seat of my car: naked, and neck deep in leaves. I am allergic to

are saying, I hear you ask me, "Do you want to die, Michael?" No.

alcohol. Every time I drink I break out in handcuﬀs. I crapped on a

I don't want to die anymore.

living room the carpet, and then kicked down a door. To date: I
have put 3 cats on a treadmill and one dog in a cupboard, do not
call me boring sir! Once I forgot where my house was, was
escorted by strangers, carrying fifty cookies and an umbrella, butt
naked. And one time I head butted my best friend so hard I
shattered his nose, and one time I took more pills than I can
remember and accepted I would be dead within the hour, don't
you dare call me weak. I have swallowed more pints of regret
than you have pumped blood through your body. Tell my father it
was boring to look his only son in the eyes and tell him if he drank
one more time he would not be welcome in this house. Tell my
mother I am weak, she who has failed to hold back tears driving
me home from the psych ward, she who has seen her son

Movie 1.9 Poetry in Praxis
Tampon Poem by Sierra DeMulder
Intro: “This is a response poem to your poem, Chris Gibson,
about how buying tampons for your daughter is terrifying but you
do it because you love her.” I get it, you’re afraid of things with
tails. You must have a fear of hamsters, or tiny fucking kittens,
perhaps you have a severe cotton allergy in which case you are
most likely always naked and cannot go outside to realize that
half of the population, including your mother, are being attacked
monthly by this terrifying SATAN SPONGE. Guess what! You were
right all along. Vaginas are not actually a sexual organ that can
orgasm three times stronger than you and give birth to a gaggle
21

of adorable babies, no! Vaginas are actually dragons. Scary, fire-

and survived because they’re just fucking tampons, you dramatic

breathing, vaginazillas that feed oﬀ of tampons, and boners, and

bastard.

lesbians. Thank goodness you’re here to warn us, young white
poet man! Thank goodness you’re here to write a poem about
something radical and progressive and liberating for all fathers

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Pretty Girl by the Professor

out there to finally be able to express their fear and confusion of
the tampon aisle. I agree, way too many bright, threatening

The end of every semester leaves me questioning the sanity of

colors. I know, you probably already understand the vagina’s

this world That makes women believe that beauty is painful, That

basic evolutionary functions, i.e., bleeding, and peeing, and

love is scarce And that pretty only describes what they are

Woody Allen impressions; however, there is SO much more

wearing rather than themselves Because I read their stories About

danger! For example, cramps are actually caused by tiny ovary

how they feel like a lilies Not because clouds wink at them when

gnomes strangling the balls oﬀ your fallopian tubes, bears aren’t

they walk by But because their fathers only come around once a

attracted to menstrual blood— MENSTRUAL BLOOD IS attracted

year during Easter Or how they felt like a roses Not because the

to BEARS. The only way to protect your daughter is to lock her in

color red reminds them of salvation But because their mothers

the closet for five days like a bleeding Harry Potter. Lord knows,

always seem to focus on their thorns Or how they felt like a

there’s nothing more terrifying than periods, the natural bodily

sunflowers Not because yellow finger tips caress the edges of

functions. It’s hard enough that everything on this planet teaches

their face But because the people in their lives only want to use

women to hate themselves, to feel ashamed before feeling

them for their seeds And they write their insecurities About how

beautiful, and you are disgusted by the ONE THING your

their boyfriends said that their skin is too dark And so they wear

daughter’s body does that yours doesn’t. I know, tampons do

long sleeve shirts to beaches And bleach their skin until

look like tiny bullets. JUST MORE AMMO FOR THE

whiteness comes screaming Down the hallways of their veins And

VAGINAZILLA. I know, they expand in water, not unlike an

they write their insecurities About how their family jokes around

infection or a tiny deadly jellyfish. I know, it’s hard to understand

that their skin is too white And so they dare the sun to a staring

how they don’t just get LOST IN THERE, lost in the dark vulva

contest Wondering who is going to get sick of looking at the other

cavern, but your daughter is bleeding to death, you must go,

one first And they write their insecurities About how they hate

young white poet man, GO, where many other men have been

their eyes And so they put in colored contact lenses Thinking that
no one can see their shivering soulThrough stained glass
22

windows And they always says they are too fatNo matter what
their actual size isThat their thighs are too big Their hips are too
wide As they try to erase their body by dissolving their selfesteem In the pages of a fashion magazine And I want to know
why the boyfriend of the white girl who sits in the first row Hasn’t
convinced his girlfriend that her clear blue eyes Must certainly be
God’s favorite color And I want to know why the father of the
black girl who sits in the third row Hasn’t convinced his daughter
that sunshine dances across her skin As that she gives stars
permission to burn brightly around her And I want to know why
the mother of the Mexican girl who sits in the fifth row That
rainbows must originate somewhere in her laughter And I want to
know why the husband of the Asian girl who sits all the way in the
back Hasn’t convinced the love of his life that her brown slanted
eyes Are the binoculars that he looks through in order to see a
better image of himself And these women never say a word in
class Because this world has somehow convinced them That
God made a mistake when making them And so their silence is
due to their tongues being stuck to the roofs of their mouths
Because of how many times they asked the mirror to smile back
at them As they’ve wondered why we have allowed society let the
Devil himself Use cameras to cannibalize their essence By
creating models that have been airbrushed into resembling all of
their insecurities And the worst part of it is That the people that
are supposed to love them Have done nothing but sat there And
watched
23

SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 5

Social
Structure and
Interaction

Section 1

Elements of Social Structure
Sociologists spend a lot of time researching how our society is
structured.

through our status, which refers to any of the full range of

Social structure

is the way in which a society is

socially defined positions within a

Movie 1.1 Race as Ascribed Status

group or wider society. Statuses that

organized into stable and

many people have is that of sister/

predictable patterns of social

brother, student, employee, manager

interaction that are composed

and mother/father. In other words, if

of the various positions people

your position has a name/title and it

occupy. The government and

puts you in a socially lower or higher

our educational system are

place relative to another person then

just two of many ways that

it is most likely a status.

s o c i a l o rd e r i s c re a t e d ,

people have a status set, which is all

transmitted, maintained and

of the statuses that a given person

enforced.

However, the

occupies, and can be a wife, mother,

structuring of civilization does

daughter, sister, employee, team mom

not require actual structures,

and Girl Scout leader all at the same

but the structuring of how we

time.

interact with each other.
Status and Roles
One of the manners that our
interactions are structured is

1) https://youtu.be/nrxwwNIU68k - Video

Most

2) What is the main point of this video?

There are diﬀerent types of statues

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

that can have varying levels of

4) Can you think of any other ascribed statuses in your life?
Explain.

a whole. Ascribed status is a social

importance in society and your life as

2

position that is usually assigned at birth with little to no regard to

within society, which is called a master status. On a large scale,

a person’s unique talents or characteristics.

Examples of this

the President of the United States would be a prime example of

type of status would be if you were born into a royal family. You

this type of position. The President is a high profile position that

being the next queen or king of a nation has little to do with your

everyone acknowledges, and the person with this title will be

actual abilities and mostly pertains to where you are at in the birth

recognized by the vast majority of

order. Two ascribed statuses that

people in our society and across

we pay particular attention to are
our sex and our race.

Movie 1.2 Master Status

the world. They would always be

In our

referred to as the President and

society men are in a relatively

will always be treated with some

higher status than women, and

deference even when they do not

that white people have a

hold that political oﬃce anymore.

comparatively higher status than

On a smaller scale, your parents

people of color. (View Movie 1.1)

will ALWAYS treat you as their
child no matter how old you are.

A social position that is largely

That does not mean that they will

within our power to change is an
achieved status.

not treat you like an adult, but you

These

will always be their child and will

positions typically revolve around
becoming something.

continue to receive love,

Examples

protection, emotional support and

of this would be becoming a

financial assistance. (View Movie

doctor, lawyer, professor, and

1) https://youtu.be/SfSvmv4MjQ0 - Video

engineer, but it would also include

2) What is the author’s main point?

you becoming a fast food cook, a

3) How does his master status aﬀect his life?

The most definitive element of a

custodian, and a security oﬃcer.

4) Do you have a master status? Explain.

person’s status is not their

However, there is often a social

1.2)

placement relative to others, but

position that a given person occupies that dominates other

the social roles, which are a set of norms and expectations for

statuses and usually determines a person’s general position

people who occupy a given social position or status, that are
3

assigned to it. In other words, you know that a position is socially

weekend that the local military base gets paid.

defined because it comes with a certain set of expectations.

brother/sister can be a strain when your two younger siblings are

Examples of social roles assigned to the status of parents are that

fighting with each other, and you are the one in charge because

they are supposed to feed, clothe,
provide shelter, protect and
socialize their children to live in
our society.

Or being a

your parents are out shopping.
However, role strain is diﬀerent

Movie 1.3 My Role Conflict

from role conflict because this

A police oﬃcer is

occurs when incompatible

expected to protect and serve the

expectations from one status

people, paramedics respond to

directly conflict with a role of

medical emergencies, and

another status that the same

teachers facilitate the learning

person occupies. Students have

process.

the role of studying for an exam,
but this may clash with their role

Role Strain versus Role Conflict

of going to work if they are

Just because you are assigned a

employees. Fast food managers

role that does not mean that

need to be loyal to their jobs but

these are easy to perform. Role

may struggle if one of their friends

strain is when the demands of

1) https://youtu.be/i80O3kdqXWU - Video

one status become burdensome

2) What is the main point of this video?

and hard to manage.

Students

during finals week is an excellent

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

example of this concept because

4) Can you think of role conflicts that you have? Explain.

having multiple exams in the
same week can drive students to the extremes of their ability to
retain knowledge. Being a manager of a fast food restaurant can
be a serious challenge when a worker calls in sick the same

comes in asking for free food. A
woman may want to take her
spouse away for a romantic
weekend, but she has a big
project that is due on Monday,
and her daughter has a karate
tournament. Therefore, role strain

happens within the confines of one status, while role conflict
occurs between two or more statuses. (View Movie 1.3)
4

Section 2

Developing Larger Structures
A social group consists of two or more people who regularly

may be a person that is very much into Star Trek and go to the
conventions with a uniform on,

interact and feel some sense of
solidarity or common identity

Movie 1.4 Feminizing the Out group

learn how to speak Klingon and

because of similar norms, values,

know what a tribble is, but you

and expectations.

These start

may consider people that follow

with in-groups, which is a

S t a r Wa r s a n d B a t t l e S t a r

relatively small collection of

Galactica as part of your out-

people that a person identifies

group. (View Movie 1.4)

with socially and psychologically,

Another level of grouping is

while out-groups represent

between primary and secondary

collections of people that a
person does not identify.

groups. Primary group refers to

In-

a small group characterized by

groups are most likely a small

intimate, informal, face-to-face

group of friends, and this group
may find themselves speaking
negatively of the person or people
that fall outside of your group.
For example, if you are into West
Coast rap you may consider
individuals who favor East Coast
rap as your out-group.

Or you

interaction and long-lasting
1) https://youtu.be/3wKmD_9TZ1M - Video

cooperative relationships.

2) What is the main point of this video?

are usually spouses, immediate

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

family members, and close

4) Can you think of any other out groups that are feminized?
Explain.

g ro u p s t e n d t o b e f o r m a l ,

personal friends.

These

Secondary

emotionally cool and often

5

temporary with little social intimacy or mutual understanding.

other on the Internet and at conferences and share common

People’s involvement in these groups is often rational and

cultural knowledge that you would only know if you are a part of

calculated such as your teammates, your co-workers, or the

their society.

people in your study group.

Although it is entirely possible to

have strong relationships with
people in these groups, generally
speaking, they remain secondary
members if you do not spend

A global perspective on this topic reveals that there are at least
six basic types of societies:

Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis

A.H u n t i n g - a n d - g a t h e r i n g

People You May Know by Kevin Kantor

societies rely on available foods

time with them outside of your
immediate purpose.

and do not consciously plant

In other

foods to maintain their diet. The

words, someone that you get

people in this group are usually

along with well at work is

related to each other, and the

probably still in your secondary

elders of the group are generally

group if you do not hang out with

the people that make the final

them outside of work. (View

decision on important matters.

Movie 1.5)

Believe it or not, many cultures

When a sizable number of people

still live in this manner. The San
1) https://youtu.be/LoyfunmYIpU - Video

(Bushmen) of the Kalahari Desert

regularly interact with each other

2) What is the poem about?

is just one of many that actively

and share a common culture, they

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

choose to engage in this lifestyle.

become a society.

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

living in a single geographic area

Although

living close to each other has
been a previous requirement, the

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

The Flat Earth Society, has thousands of members

that truly believe that the earth is flat.

societies actively plant seeds to
grow small crops and

Internet has almost eliminated
that need.

B.H o r t i c u l t u r a l / P a s t o r a l

They interact with each

domesticate animals rather than subsist only on available
provisions.

People begin to develop specialized knowledge,
6

i.e. farmers and shepherds, and market relationships are
established.
C. Agrarian societies use technological innovations (e.g., the
plow, aqueducts, terrace farming) to yield abundant crops.
Government and religion frequently separate out into distinct
groups at this level because the citizen can pay taxes out of
their surplus food.

Market relationships are also formally

established and exchange values regulated for common goods
and services.
D. Industrial societies depend on mechanization to produce its
products and services and regularly generate substantial levels
of surplus goods.

Manufacturing dominates and the core

institutions are usually completely separate at this time. These
would be countries like China, India, South Korea and Taiwan
where producing goods are primary to their Gross National
Product (GNP).
E. Postindustrial Societies primarily engage in the processing
and control of information and is signified when a nation’s
manufacturing core produces less than 50% of that country’s
GNP.

At this level, businesses focus on service-based and

knowledge-based economic activity. The United States, Japan
and most of western Europe fall into this category.

7

Section 3

The Need for Institutions
Social Institutions are established ways of organizing patterns

(some more than others) at the earliest stages of our lives,

of beliefs into predictable

however, as civilizations grow and

behaviors centered on meeting

develop these features begin to

basic social needs and have the
following essential functions:

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Family by Larry Fullard

socialization is done primarily
through the media and education

2. Socializing new members

system.

3. Producing and distributing

are done by businesses.

The

government, military, firefighters

4. Preserving order

and police oﬃcers preserve order.
While philosophers and religious

5. Providing a sense of meaning

be diﬃcult to understand that the

Producing and

distributing goods and services

goods and services

With this definition, It should not

Replacing members is still mainly
a function of the family, but

1. Replacing members

and purpose

separate out. (View Movie 1.6)

1) https://youtu.be/nuK-xVSpfK0 - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

organizations are whom people
seek out to find meaning in their
lives.

two biological parent family is the

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

When social institutions become

primary social institution because

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

well defined, they become formal

is performs all of these functions

organizations, which are a

8

special type of secondary group designed to allow a relatively

about this? How many licenses do they give out in a day? How

large number of people to accomplish complex goals. This level

many laws are there that regulate their operation?

of organization requires bureaucracy, which is a component of a

want someone that is not qualified to receive a license? Taking

formal organization designed to accomplish routine tasks by large

this into consideration, it should be miraculous that you receive

numbers of people through the use of rules and hierarchical

your license in such a short period.

ranking to achieve eﬃciency, and are easily recognizable through
their:

Would you

Bureaucracy in the business world typically follows the path of
McDonaldization, which is the process by which the principles of

1.

Extensive division of labor

eﬃciency, calculability, predictability, and control shape

2.

Explicit written rules and regulations

organization and decision making in the United States and around

3.

Written records

4.

A hierarchy of authority

5.

Hiring and promotion by objective qualifications

6.

the world. (View Movie 1.7)

Movie 1.7 What is McDonaldization?

Impartial, universalistic treatment

The Department of Motor Vehicles would be a formal organization
and within it is a maze of bureaucratic structuring.

To get a

drivers license, you first have to pass the test to get a provisional
license. After you practice, then you come in for a driving test. In
the car will be someone who has been specially trained only to
assess your driving ability and little else. But then you must go
through the line to receive your driver’s license. You must pass a
basic eye exam and have your picture taken, which are usually
conducted in separate lines. And if you can make it through this
entire process you will finally receive your drivers’ license
regardless of your age, race, sex, national origin and sexual
orientation. Although this seems tiresome and unnecessary, think

1) https://youtu.be/nI_g9yJhgIk - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other companies that are not fast food
chains that use this concept? Explain.
9

So then how do other businesses apply the McDonaldization
process? Let us take Wal-Mart for example. Wal-Mart, especially
the Super Wal-Marts are eﬃcient in that they are a one-stop-shop
for every consumer need you have from food to firearms.

You

can find almost anything at Wal-Mart. They calculate how they
are presenting the product to the customer: where to place it in
the store and which shelf they should place it. Their products are
predictable because they buy items in massive bulk quantities so
that they can give customers lower prices and so they have them
in every store. And lastly, they control their store through policies
and procedures that are designed minimize theft and misuse.

10

Section 4

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Social Structure (2)
Status (2)
Status Set (2)
Ascribed Status (2)
Achieved Status (3)
Master Status (3)

Industrial Societies (7)
Postindustrial Societies (7)
Social Institutions (8)
Formal Organizations (8)
Bureaucracy (9)
McDonaldization (9)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Social Roles (3)
Role Strain (4)

Ascribed Status

Role Conflict (4)

Achieved Status

Social Group (5)

Master Status

In-Groups(5)

Role Strain

Out-Groups (5)

Role Conflict

Primary Group (5)

Bureaucracy

Secondary Groups (5)

McDonaldization

Society (6)
Hunting-and-Gathering Societies (6)
Horticultural/Pastoral Societies (6)
Agrarian Societies (7)

Bullet-point answer questions:
- What are the three types of statuses?
- What four types of social groups?
11

- What are the five types of societies?
- What are the five functions of a social institution?
- What are the six components of a bureaucracy?

Short answer questions:
- What is the diﬀerence between ascribed status and achieved
status and give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between role strain and role conflict and
give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between a primary group and a
secondary group and give an example of both?

Critical thinking questions
- Define the sociological imagination and explain how your status
is a result of wider social factors.
- Define McDonaldization and explain how this concept has
aﬀected how business is done in the United States.

12

Section 5

Transcriptions
Movie 1.1 Race as Ascribed Statuses
Sociologists Devah Pager was trying to find out how someone's
criminal record could aﬀect them getting a job however what she
really found out is that how someone's race can actually operate
an ascribed status and so this is what she did with her
Experiment what she did is she took four well-dressed men two
white two black and they went to look for entry level jobs at 350
businesses in Milwaukee Wisconsin and later on in New York
City, New York right, and so they were going looking for jobs they
were all college graduates however they portrayed themselves as
high school graduates and for the experiment she wanted two of
them one white one black male to say that they had a felony that
they were convicted of cocaine possession with the with the
intent to distribute ok so a pretty big deal right and they had
spent eighteen months in jail okay and so what she found was
that the white male without a felony received call backs thirtyfour percent of the time while the white male with a felony
received a call back for a job seventeen percent of the time ok
but now here's where race as described status kicks in and so
what she found was that the white male with a felony on his

record at seventeen percent was actually slightly more likely to
receive a call back for a job than a black male without a felony on
their record at fourteen percent so 3 percentage point diﬀerence
there ok so what does this even mean so what to suggest then is
that being black it as it pertains to Milwaukee and New York City
being black is the equivalent of having a felony on your record
right now so this definitely would point to a race being
considered an ascribed status.
Movie 1.2 Master Status
Alright so this one is about master status and I don’t want you to
get all kind of understand that being the president of the united
states is a master status being the Pope is a master status I get
that but having a master status can also be something as simple
as being a professor right in telling you about this my professor
status can be a master status to a lot of my students because
even after they graduate even after they leave Mira Costa to get
their BA and PhDs and all that stuﬀ even after they do that they
still think of me as their professor right and one of the ways I
know this is that they see me out in public when you see me out
in public like that like shopping at Wal-Mart or something like
13

that they look at me like they’re surprised like you’re like oh my

obviously it's not professional football or anything like that, but

god this is Professor Hoskins and I’m like easy like I’m not a

anyway let me set up the situation. So, here I was a member of

superstar or anything like that but they get so excited because

this church and every year they had a men's retreat that I would

then they ask me what I’m doing there like Wal-Mart what am I

go to for the weekend and over the weekend, normally on

doing shopping but they’re so surprised because they don't

Saturday, they would give us like a five hour block of free time

register that as regards to I’m just a regular person who does

and during that time, the men, we normally play the game of

these regular everyday things right I kid you not there was this

football okay. Now this year was particularly interesting because it

one I remember this I feel like a celebrity to this day there was a

was snowing that year and so us knuckleheads, we decide to

young Japanese exchange student who saw me at Terri Cafe if

play tackle football. Now here's the deal, so here's where the

you’re an Oceanside and you want a restaurant to go to go to Teri

conflict starts rolling in. So, the pastor's son was on the other

cafe any way oh but she saw me I kid you not she almost fainted

team. Now here I am, I'm a full-grown man at the time, I was

she was so excited like she almost dropped to the ground that

about 33 something like that, and the pastor's son is about 15 or

just cracked me up and then the last thing about having this

so, and they decide to run a play for the pastor's son. It's called a

master status if you wouldn’t they always like have a hard time

"naked reverse", if anybody knows anything about football, and

figuring out what to call me like after they graduate because in

so they fake a hand-oﬀ, and then they pitch it out to him, and he

school I get it call me professor Hoskins call me Dr. Hoskins

comes running around on my side. Now the "naked" part of the

whatever but after they graduate I always tell people that look just

reverse means that he doesn't have any blockers, and so he's

call me Bruce that’s my name and they’re like man I could never

running around to my side of the football field and I didn't buy the

do that and so that’s one of those things that let you know that

fake at all, and so I see him with the ball, and I come barreling

even being a professor can be a master status.

forward on the football field, and right before I hit him, I thought to

Movie 1.3 My Role Conflict

myself "Wow, this is the pastor's son..." and then boom! I hit him!
I laid him out boy, I tell you! Anyway, but when we're talking about

So check this out, so role conflicts can happen at some of the

role conflicts, this is what we're talking about in regards to, you

weirdest times. Okay, so one of the role conflicts that I've had in

have these diﬀerent statuses in your life and you never know

my life was that I used to be a member of a church and then I

when those roles might actually come into conflict with each

also was a football player. That was a real conflict that I had, now

other.
14

Movie 1.4 Feminizing the Out group
So something that I noticed in our society is that how people tend
to feminize the out-group. So what does that mean? So I was
watching this movie, "Stomp the Yard" with my two teenage
sons, it's a little bit older, it's 2007 so it's not too bad, but if you
haven't watched that movie that's your fault because it has like

this mean in our society? What it means is that, not only do we
devalue the female in a male dominated society, but we also
devalue the feminine in a masculine dominated society.
Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis
People You May Know by Kevin Kantor

some of the better dance sequences that I've ever seen in a

When my rapist showed up under the “people you may know” tab

movie taken from an old man. But anyway, to get to my point, is

on Facebook, it felt like the closest to a crime scene I’ve ever

that the main character in "Stomp the Yard", his name was D.J.

been. that is, if i don’t count the clock work murder that I make of

and he was asked to join the rival step team right? And the step

my own memory every time that I drive down Koufax avenue. still,

team was walking up to him and asking him to join, and since

I sit in my living room and I sift for clues. click. I see myself caught

D.J. didn't step, he called people that did do step dancing, he

in his teeth. he is dancing with his shirt oﬀ in a city that I’ve never

called them "Pussies". So, if that's not bad enough, in the very

been to. click. he is eating sushi over a few beers with friends and

final climactic scene the step team that D.J. did wind up joining,

I am under his fingernails. click. I know that alley. click. I killed the

which should be interesting in and of itself, they called the rival

memory of that t-shirt. click. this is an old photograph. it’s a baby

team now "Bitches", ok, so then what does this mean that we do

picture. there’s also an older man, presumably his father. they are

this? Because here I am in Southern California, look I know that

both round and bright and still smiling. click. he is shirtless again

surfers call people who body board and boogie board, I know

and I catch my reflection in the weight room mirror

they call them "Bitches". I know people that street race, who use

#beastmodeselfie. I call him The Wolf when I write about him. The

American muscle cars, they call people who use the Japanese

Wolf so as to make him as storybook as possible. The Wolf when

cars "Bitches". I know people who ride Harley's call people who

I write about him, which is to say when my memory escapes the

ride Ninja bikes "Bitches". I know, you know that, people who

murder or when the Internet suggests it. Facebook informs me

skateboard call people who ride scooters "Bitches". And I kid you

that we have three mutual friends, which is to say that he is

not, I would not be surprised if I found out that people who sow,

people you may know, which is to say I am people you may know

call people who knit and crochet "Bitches". But I don't know that

and there are people that know and people that don’t know and

one, but anyway, but what does this mean? What exactly does

people I don’t know I want to know, am afraid to let know, and
15

probably people that know him that know of me that know the

we want to really stress that this year, the importance of coming

word no, no, no. the word no is a flock of sleeping sheep sitting in

back together." And I was like "Wow, that's amazing, and I feel

my mouth and now, now I know The Wolf’s middle name. and

her in that. While I do know some of my family members, there is

what he listens to on Spotify. and the all too familiar company that

this kind of impersonal disconnect I have with others. You know,

he keeps and he can no longer be a Wolf, or the nameless grave I

you kind of have have this situation where you know one side

dig for myself on bad days. we have three mutual friends on

better than the other and the side that you do know, you don't

Facebook and now it feels like they are holding the shovel. 64

really know, know them, you know I'm saying, that's really

people liked the shirtless gym pic and 4 people have told me that

important." And so, while this may have been written specifically

they’d rather I said nothing. 2 police oﬃcers told me that I must

for my family it applies to all families, it applies to friends, just the

give his act a name or it didn’t happen, that obviously I could

importance of coming back together and getting to know each

have fought back, which is to say no one comes running for

other. The importance of unity, heritage, roots, all of that, and so I

young boys who cry “rape.” when I told my brother, he also asked

have entitled this specific poem simply "Family", and I hope you

me why I didn’t fight back. Adam, I am right now, I promise. every

like it, ok. When I think about the concept of family I think about

day, I write a poem titled “tomorrow.” it is a handwritten list of the

love unity heritage history and a lot of families over the years

people I know that love me and I make sure to put my own name

seem to be losing that sense of identity they have with one

at the top.

another a lot of families only relate to one side of their family with

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Family by Larry Fullard

the other side they just don't connect or don't know them at all
I've talked to a lot of friends you say family reunions used to be a
common occurrence and now they seem to just be slowly fading
away but that's why family reunions are so important reunions are

Is this thing on? It's on. Ok. So my Aunt calls me up and she says

about reuniting that love creating that unity and being reminded

"Hey, we're having a family reunion this year. 2015. We want you

of that heritage in history in my opinion family can be summed up

to do something that stresses the importance of family unity", she

by one example, and that example is a "Tree" when I look up at a

said "Our family over the years has just been kind of

tree and see how it stands in perfection I can't help but notice

disconnected. We haven't really gotten together like we used to.

that every tree is divided up into its sections, every section

The older generations kind of understand the importance of

representing a time, every element representing a group, and so

coming back together. The newer generations not that much, so

to understand the concept of family you have to start at the roots.
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Our ancestors, though we may not have known them, had to fight
through slavery, and because of that descendants of: Walker's,
Berry's, Sampson's and Fullard's are here. Our people had to live
through world wars and seasons of drought, and because of that,
Kings Jones and Gutens are here. And while the great depression
may have torn families apart, we survived, we are: Okines,
Montgomerys, Davis. We are: Kirby, Low, Ashley, but most
importantly we are family. And as a tree grows from its roots,
branches oﬀ, and gets bigger, and bigger. So do families, you see
the branch from the left side of the tree can't always see how the
branch on the right is doing, but both sides look forward each
year, for that one season, when their leaves fall, and they again
can meet back at their roots. That one place they all have
common ground. Here's something to note when leaves fall to the
ground it turns into a compost that strengthens the tree, and
without the fall of leaves each year, the tree would not be. So the
tree, knowing what it must do to survive, let's it's leaves fall each
year, so that it can stay alive. So if the leaves of a tree understand
the importance of coming back to that place of common ground
each year, how much more so should we? We must stay rooted in
our history and be strong like a trunk, so that when we branch oﬀ
a family bond won't snap like a twig when we leave, this is my
prayer: "That families can learn to stay united once again."

Movie 1.7 What is McDonaldization?
So McDonaldization right, is about eﬃciency, calculability,
predictability, and control. And so if we think about this eﬃciency
with McDonald's, think about the amount of time it takes for them
to give you your order? Normally it happens in about 60 seconds,
which should be amazing to most of us, but we really don't think
of it that way because McDonald's is just so commonplace in the
way that they do things is just so commonplace now, right? Look,
I've a family of six people and if we decide that we don't have
enough time energy, and eﬀort to put into a meal, then we can go
to McDonald's, order, pay for it at the first window, and by the
time we get to the second window, the order is already there.
That should be amazing to us, right? And that's what McDonald's
has done with our thinking. When it comes to calculability, think
about how the Big Mac tastes, right? Two all beef patties, special
sauce, lettuce, cheese, pickles, onions on a sesame seed bun. I
remember that from a commercial back from the 80s, but anyway,
that the big Mac within the continental United States tastes the
same no matter where it is that you go, and again we should
know that that's actually an amazing thing. When it comes to
predictability, you walk into a McDonald's and you knew what you
see. Again the big Mac, you're going to see the Quarter Pounder,
you're going to see McNuggets, you're going to see the fillet of
fish, you can expect to see those things and so that's where the
predictability comes in. And then lastly, is about control, that
McDonald's, if you ever work in a fast food place, because all the
17

fast food places have taken on this McDonaldization, that they
have everything regulated in steps, right? Perfectly into steps, if
you put the burger on, you flip it in 60 seconds, and in 90
seconds you remove it, and 10 minutes you have to throw it
away. That's where this all breaks down, and for conflict theorists
we would argue that the reason why they have so much control
then is literally to reduce the individuals down into robots. Where
they don't have to think anymore because then you're much more
easily replaceable.
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 6

Deviance and
Society

Section 1

Defining Deviance
Every social institution, from families to governments, is

consider important. (View Movie 1.1) If our parents say that our

fundamentally defined by their desire for social control, which

clothes are too tight, our shorts are too short, or pull up your

refers to the techniques and strategies for preventing undesirable
behavior in any society.

At the interactive level, there are two

concepts that we are guided by: obedience and conformity.

Movie 1.1 Poetry in Praxis
Expectations by Taz

Obedience is compliance with higher authorities in a hierarchal
structure.

If our parents tell us to take out the trash, we are

obeying them because traditionally they are understood as a
higher authority. If the police flash their lights at us, we typically
pull over because we have been socialized to comply and if we
do not there could be serious consequences. Most of us respect
the authority of the police so much that even if they make a
request that we do not need to submit to, i.e. asking to search
your car without giving probable cause, we will usually obey even
though we should not.
1) https://youtu.be/yNYVyzBtDvY - Video

On the other hand, conformity is the act of going along with

2) What is the poem about?

individuals of our own status who have no special right to direct

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

our behavior. In other words, we obey what people say because
they are authorities in our lives, but we conform to what others
believe because of our general desire to fit in with whom we

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

2

pants we are obeying our parents. However, if we wear a yellow

members are unwilling to threaten the group’s solidarity.

shirt with a picture of Smurfette on the front and our friends say,

concept lies at the center of bullying and has led to some of the

“What were you thinking when you got dressed this morning?”

worst atrocities in human history. Many Germans during World

and you never wear that shirt again, then you are conforming

War II knew that the incarceration, brutalization and outright

because your peers do not have
any real power or authority in your
life to force your actions.

murder of Jewish people was
wrong, but they conformed to

Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis

what was happening because

Bully by Jasmine Williams

they did not want to break the

Conformity is comforting to most

group’s perceived solidarity.

people because it promotes order

Many White people knew that the

and continuity; however, this

massive amounts of public

concept can have dangerous

lynchings of Black people during

consequences. A social

the late 18th and early 19th

psychology experiment by

centuries was wrong but would

Solomon Asch revealed that even

say nothing because of the desire

when presented with obviously

to not go against the group.

wrong data, people will conform
to the group about a third of the
time and that three-quarters

This

1) https://youtu.be/m6D7r2neMwU - Video

However, what needs to be
remembered is that solidarity is

(75%) of people in the experiment

2) What is the poem about?

conformed to the group at least

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

In our lives, many of us have been

once.

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

hanging out with a group of

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

friends and someone suggests

Over 30% of people will

conform to the group when the
group is obviously wrong.

This

social fact leads to a

often just perceived and not real.

something “stupid” to do, i.e.
toilet paper a person’s house,

phenomenon known as groupthink, which is the tendency of

bullying a particular person, causing a fight at a party, stealing

highly cohesive groups to make poor decisions because the

something from a clothing store, breaking a window with a rock,
3

etc. Most of the time people can withstand the peer pressure of

because you could give other people in the group the ability to

doing such an act, but if the group is bored, then anything can

stand with you in disagreement.

happen.

Once an authority figure catches you, i.e. someone’s

parents or the police, then you may say that you thought

Deviance is behavior that violates the standards of conduct or
expectations of a relatively powerful

swimming naked in the
neighbor’s pool was a bad

Movie 1.3 More on How Culture Defines Deviance

idea, but Blake wanted to do it.

is a universal concept because every
gathering of individuals, from peer

But then Blake says they do

groups to entire civilizations, has a

not know what you are talking

fundamental understanding of what

about and that Miguel wanted
to do it.

person, group or society. Deviance

is considered deviant behavior.

But then Miguel is

However, as widespread as this

confused because he thought

concept may be, it is also relative. In

that Dante was the one that

other words, what is deviant to do in

suggested that they swim

one cultural group can be

naked in the neighbor’s pool.

COMPLETELY normal to people from

All the while, Brent is staying

another cultural group. (View Movie

quiet because he knows that

1.3)

he is the one that proposed the
idea, but he did not think they

1) https://youtu.be/tKfrL8sKEAw - Video

Another example of something that

would get caught because the

2) What are some of the main points of this video?

is normal in the US is the

neighbors were supposed to

3) What examples does the author use to make his point?

consumption of meat.

4) Can you think of examples of how diﬀerent cultures define
deviance in your own life? Explain.

number one consumer of meat

be away for the weekend.

In

this fictional example that
many of us may fall into, four

out of five people thought that the idea was wrong, but they all

We are the

products from hot dogs, chicken
legs to filet mignon.

However, in

Israel asking for a pulled pork sandwich would be looked at with

thought that “everyone” wanted to do it. This example is why it is
important to state what you really think about a crazy idea
4

disdain, while trying to order a steak in many parts of India would
be considered sacrilegious.
However, the most important sociological element of deviance is
that the people with the greatest status and power in a particular
society define it.

The best example of how high-status people

define deviance is the disparity in prison sentences between
people who have been convicted of traﬃcking crack cocaine
versus pure cocaine. (View Movie 1.4)

Movie 1.4 Crack versus Cocaine

1) https://youtu.be/YHxdww1IBw0 - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
2) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
3) Can you think of any other examples of how people in power
define deviance to their advantage? Explain.
5

Section 2

Criminalizing Deviant Behavior
When enough people believe that a particular behavior is

by the FBI in the Uniform Crime Reports: murder, forcible rape,

undesirable, they create more

robbery, aggravated assault,

formal processes to deal with it.

burglary, larceny-theft, motor

Laws are the formal norms

Movie 1.5 Interesting observations of Index Crimes

vehicle theft and arson. (View

enforced by the state, while crime

Movie 1.5) However, white-collar

results when someone is in

crime, illegal acts committed by

violation of a formal statute for

a ﬄu e n t , h i g h - s t a t u s ,

which some governmental

“respectable” people in the

authority applies prescribed

course of their occupations,

penalties.

So the law says that

cause far more financial harm

people in moving vehicles must

than street crime. The Bureau of

stop at a red light, while a crime

Justice Statistics estimated in a

occurs when someone goes

2006 report that burglary and

through the light without stopping.

robbery cost taxpayers less than

However, not all crimes are

$4 billion a year, while securities

considered equal.
When someone thinks of crime,
they are generally thinking of
index crimes, which are the eight
types of crime reported annually

1) https://youtu.be/YGgTybpJZg8 - Video

fraud costs approximately $15

2) What is the main point of this video?

billion, auto repair fraud $40

2) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.

billion, health care fraud $100-400

3) Can you think of any other examples that would make dating
more diﬃcult that are socially constructed? Explain.

Loan Crisis of the 1980’s to

billion, while the Savings and
1990’s by itself cost anywhere
6

between $300-$500 billion.

The monetary value associate with

that is generated from organized crime happens because they are

these crimes do not include the socio-psychological damage, e.g.

managing victimless crimes, namely the purchase of drugs. The

deterioration of trust, lack of faith in US dollar, violence/suicides

Mafia gained a lot of its wealth by facilitating the consumption of

resulting from severe financial loss, done to the nation as a whole.

alcohol during the Prohibition years of 1920-1933 and they, along

Other types of crime include

with other criminal organizations,

victimless and organized crime.

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis

A victimless crime is created

16-year-old prostitute by Kizz

continue to make money through
narcotics and other illicit drugs.
The purpose of punishment

when society uses criminal law to
attempt to prohibit the exchange

All crimes have a specified

of strongly desired goods and

punishment whether it is a $1000

services between willing adults.

fin e f o r l i t t e r i n g o r l i f e

The strongest examples of these

imprisonment for first-degree

types of crimes are prostitution,
drugs, and gambling.

murder. Societies usually develop

Usually,

a philosophy for punishing

these kinds of crimes are tied into

people, which fall into four

a society’s sense of morality and
allowing these behaviors, no
matter how desirable, would
suggest a decaying of
fundamental social principles.
(View Movie 1.6)

Organized

crime is criminal activity
conducted by relatively large-

primary categories:
1) https://youtu.be/z49bJyjCE2o - Video

1)Retribution is the belief that it is

2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

scale and highly structured gangs

morally necessary for the oﬀender
to suﬀer in turn. This perspective
is summed up in the phrase, “an
eye for an eye,” In other words, if
someone is caught stealing a car
then they should have to pay for

or syndicates that routinely use corruption and violence to

the car or spend time in jail/prison that is comparable to the

maximize their profits. Interestingly enough, much of the money

cost of the car.
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2) Deterrence is based on the idea that we need to make the
negative aspects of committing a crime outweigh the potential
benefit of the oﬀense. Singapore whips people with a cane for

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Prison Letter by Ant Black

many minor oﬀenses such as vandalism. You can be stoned to
death for committing adultery in Mali.

And you would have

your hand chopped oﬀ for stealing in Iran.

In the US,

deterrence manifests itself in long mandatory sentences for
first-time oﬀenses, i.e. selling drugs.
3) Rehabilitation argues that crime is not necessarily the fault of
the individual, but of society, therefore we should be able to
cure the criminal by teaching them skills while they are in
prison.

This viewpoint fundamentally believes that people

deserve a second chance, if not a third and a fourth.
Philosophically, this perspective recommends that drug
oﬀenders go to a rehabilitation clinic rather than jail, and
encourages people in prison to earn high school degrees and/
or to learn a trade such as carpentry.

1) https://youtu.be/8HuiTXrEOOo - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

4) Incapacitation centers on the idea that perpetual oﬀenders
should be locked up for the rest of their lives. The three strikes
laws that emerged in the early 1990’s, which allows judges to
dramatically increase the prison sentence for someone who
has committed three or more violent crimes or serious felonies,
embodies this philosophy. (View Movie 1.7)

8

Section 3

Why Do People Deviate?
Sociological positivism states that there are concrete social

theory, which states that deviance results from blocked

factors that one can point to in
order to determine if a person will
commit a crime.

However, what

opportunities.

Movie 1.8 Strain Theory and Deviance

This perspective

works well when explaining why a
Jean Valjean steals a loaf of bread

continues to be the case is that

to feed his starving sisters and

several factors acting all at once

why Fantine enters a life of

are what contributes to any one

prostitution and sells her hair and

person committing a crime.

teeth to care for her child in Les

Therefore, the theoretical

Miserables. (View Movie 1.8)

perspectives on deviance focus

Functionalists point to the

on a particular social aspect that

breakdown of social norms as the

contributes to a person

main contributor of deviance and

committing diﬀerent acts versus

so focus their attention on social

suggesting that there is only one

disorganization theory, which

reason why anyone would
deviate.
Their focus on the distribution of
power and resources in society
leads conflict theorist to believe
that deviance is a result of strain

1) https://youtu.be/gD-oJrF5bXU - Video

attributes increases in crime and

2) What is the main point of this video?

deviance to the absence or

3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do
you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples that would make dating
more diﬃcult that are socially constructed? Explain.

breakdown of cooperative
relationships and social
institutions.

Research

demonstrates that children are far

9

more likely to engage in deviant behavior if they come from

Another aspect of this concept is summed up in the saying; you

divorced or single-parent families rather than a two biological

are whom you hang out with. Very few people snort cocaine for

parent social setting.

We also know that neighborhoods that

the first time without having learned this behavior from someone

regularly participate in local social institutions, e.g. sports

else close to them. Diﬀerential association is why many of our

leagues, religious
organizations, etc., have lower
crime rates.

Movie 1.9 Deviant White Guys by Strange Fruit
Sociology

deviant, then you will conform to that

of diﬀerential association,

same behavior.

which holds that violations of

time with people that are trying to do

attitudes favorable to criminal

the same things that you are doing,

acts and is usually learned

i.e. go to college, have a career,

through heavy interaction with
1) https://youtu.be/AmMKhu8adwY - Video

other words, people learn how

2) What are some of the main points of this video?

to be deviant from the people

3) What examples do these professors provide for you to consider?
Are their other examples? Explain.

showing that individuals who

Therefore, it is

equally important that you spend

rules results from exposure to

Research supports this idea

Although you may have

with a group that is doing something

interactionists to the concept

that are closest to them.

friends.

comes to pass that if you hang out

relationships leads symbolic

In

with a particular person or group of
argued with it at the time, usually it

The focus on small group

small, intimate groups.

parents have told us not to hang out

4) Do the professors think this is a problem? Do you believe what
they are proposing is a problem? If so, suggest a possible
solution that may help.

are raised in abusive (physical,

value marriage, etc., so that you also
learn these behaviors. (View Movie
1.9)
Another concept that symbolic
interactionist evaluate is labeling
theory, which explores how the label
of deviant is applied to particular

drugs or otherwise) homes are more likely to create abusive

people and the ways in which this identity influences their

homes themselves.

subsequent behavior. One aspect of this concept explores how
people react when given a label of deviance, i.e. troublemakers,
10

disruptive student, hoodlums, gangsters, thugs, etc., and how
these labels are socially enforced through stigma, which are
labels used to devalue members of certain social groups.

Movie 1.10 The Stigma of a Felony
New York Times July 7, 2016

1) https://youtu.be/8HuiTXrEOOo - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) did the author use to illustrate his point? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of labels that stigmatize?
Explain.
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Section 4

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Social Control (2)
Obedience (2)
Conformity (2)

Diﬀerential Association (10)
Labeling Theory (10)
Stigma (11)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Groupthink (3)

Groupthink

Deviance (4)

Strain Theory

Laws (6)

Social Disorganization Theory

Crime (6)

Diﬀerential Association

Index Crimes (6)

Labeling Theory

White-Collar Crime (6)
Victimless Crime (7)
Organized Crime (7)
Retribution (7)
Deterrence (8)
Rehabilitation (8)
Incapacitation (8)
Sociological Positivism (9)
Strain Theory (9)

Bullet-point answer questions:
- What are the three sociological understandings of deviance?
- What are the eight types of index crimes?
- What are the four primary philosophies for punishment?
- Name three of the crimes that are commonly understood as
victimless.

Social Disorganization Theory (9)
12

Short answer questions:
- What is the diﬀerence between obedience and conformity and
give an example of both?
- What is the diﬀerence between white collar crime and organized
crime and give an example of both?
- What are the four types of punishment philosophies and give an
example of each one?
- What is the diﬀerence between strain theory and diﬀerential
association theory and give an example of both?

Critical thinking questions:
- Which theories do each of the three sociological perspectives
argue is the reason why people deviate and explain why they
support them?
- Define the sociological imagination and explain how your
understanding of deviance is a result of wider social factors.
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Section 5

Transcriptions
Movie 1.1 Poetry in Praxis
Expectations by Taz

cause of my anxiety, Because I don’t have a 5 year plan, and for
some reason that makes me feel guilty. See my biggest fear in
life is to settle. Just the thought of it haunts me in my sleep, I’ve

Expectations will be the death of me From day one we are told

seen too many people give up and live a life full of regrets and I

what is expected of us, Conform, go to school, get the grades

don’t want that to be me. To choose stability over your dreams is

You have to be the best, no room to screw up We put our fate in

to let society win. And I can’t do that, I’m sorry. Get a 9-5 job,

the control of others and wait to be judged Define ourselves by

buy a house, get married before 30. work, eat, sleep repeat the

grades and numbers, forever believing that we’re not good

average 21st century daily routine No passion or drive, we’re just

enough because our actions do not match our expectations. We

living machines who’s only motivation in life is making enough

are expected to know what we want to do for the rest of our lives

money Ask yourself - Are you living or merely existing? I’m 22 yet

at the age of just sixteen despite up until that point, having no

I fear that I know very little about real stuﬀ Like what the world

real life experiences, I mean how could we, at what point were

looks like on the other side or how it feels to be in love To settle

we given the opportunity? The opportunity to grow as

now, would be to give up on discovering who I really am, I want

individuals, discover ourselves, live free from scrutiny From day

to learn and explore, If I don’t get lost now, how will I ever grow?

one it is drilled into our heads that our main goal in life, is stability

And maybe I am wasting time, and nothing will come of it but I

and financial security. Anything else is time wasted. Teachers will

have to take that chance, I need to know for sure. I’m sorry but I

tell us that if you want success in this life then you need to go to

cannot be what you want me to be because to do that would be

a university It doesn’t matter if it doesn’t feel right right now,

sacrificing everything that makes me me,and settling for a life

once you’ve graduated things will become clear. 6 years on now

where I’ll never truly be happy I’ve spent my whole life trying to

and I find myself here. Thoughts about my future terrify me I can’t

please others, and it gets tiring and lonely I am forever trapped

sleep, or eat It’s the reason for my dark thoughts at night, the

by the expectations of society and I fear that I’ll never escape
14

from this feeling. I am calm on the outside, but on the inside I am

how I am ruined but a reminder of where I have been I still have

screaming. See despite how hard I try, I don’t know what I’m

far to go I would love to see that pinky toe with the missing toe

doing with my life, But my gut instinct tells me that the path

nail a reminder that furniture will not move out of the way for me

you’ve got in mind, It isn’t right - at least not for me My life should

in the dark No more living in the dark no more loving in the dark

not be dictated by a degree I chose to do when I was sixteen

I'm going to love myself naked and full sun like bright and bold

because everyone around me told me that university was the right

the moles they connect the dots the x marks the spots I have

thing for me. I look back now and I can’t help but disagree. But

arrived I thought this show was a custom-designed one of a kind

the truth is, I say I have all these ambitions and dreams how I

for me these marks are the gold of godlike smooth curves thighs

want to change the world, spread love and positivity but I fear

hand gripping hips full soft lips both sets this skin be smooth its

soon I will have to face reality - I am a university graduate who

all brown sugar it's addicting you see I have finally found myself

stacks shelves for a living The doubts in my head will soon take

and I don’t have a plan on getting lost so the man I choose to

over and the passion inside will die I’ll surrender to the pressure

spend the rest of my life with well he better know how to read a

of society and settle for a comfortable life One with no passion,

map and he better be good at it you see this birth mark on the

no hopes, no desires, Just the same old routine Never to know

side of my hip is the yellow brick road that was once less traveled

what it feels like, to be alive.

my heart is a compass I used to think to myself to know we're in

Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis
Bully by Jasmine Williams

cold force that click my feet three times to find to home and I
made it back here naked in this body loving it in full my cups
swell over all the time no more downsizing double d's I said look I
will slap the shit out of you with this left titty if need be my heart

I faced a bully inside of a dressing room I was trying on a dress

my soul my mind my body it all belongs to me see I have

when I caught her starring me down eye to eye toe to toe I would

forgotten that I belong to him see I am not confined to your words

have said I was shaking in my boots but I wasn’t wearing any

anymore no not fat not ugly not good enough I am more than that

because you know I was naked but I spoke first conviction daring

especially being naked I would love naked cook naked dance

in my voice I will love myself today no more hiding my reflection

naked drive naked cry naked I hope they speak butt ass naked

avoiding mirrors just to hide myself from myself I said look I’m

there all the masks and insecurities you will not bully me anymore

done with the shenanigans okay this is my time to be seen I said I

and I just lookedat her y'all like was sup just looked at he that

will start loving these scars and burns they’re not evidence of
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familiar face staring back at me put my clothes back on smiled so

the dirty stuﬀ into their house they want to keep things clean in

gracefully and politely excused myself from that dressing room.

United States what I found out is that, one: it's a mixed rule, two:

Movie 1.3 More on How Culture Defines Deviance

is that if you're in a household that doesn't take oﬀ their shoes
you think that taking oﬀ your shoes before going to someone's

Alright, so let me talk to you about the relationship between the

house is nasty and I always thought the reverse like walking into

idea of defining deviance as it relates to someone's culture now

someone's house with your shoes on is nasty but what

I've already mentioned to you before at least I hope so that I that

Americans are thinking or the people who don't have that rule

I'm black and Japanese my father's African-American my mother

their thinking why would I want to smell your feet you know as

is Japanese and things that got me in trouble as I was coming up

you're walking into my house and so that's what's funny and then

because I was raised primarily by my Japanese mom things that

the last thing in talking about this, this idea of culture and

got me in trouble culturally when I was interacting with people

deviance is that how is a house supposed to smell now look if

from the United States versus things that didn't get me in trouble

you start going around to other people's houses just go to

when I was interacting with my mother so think about this in

diﬀerent people's culture houses right like look I was used to

Japanese culture you're not supposed to look an authority figure

hanging out with black folks I was used to how the house smelled

straight in their eyes. In Japanese culture that's seen as a

i was obviously with my Japanese mom I was used to how her

challenge and that is rude and disrespectful, okay. In the United

house smelled but when I would go over to let's say my white

States if you don't look at authority figures in their eyes people

friend’s house there I don't know what the smell was I just know

think that you're lying or that you're trying to get out of something

that it was diﬀerent and it was hitting me very diﬀerently than how

or that you're trying to you know make up something on the fly or

it was used to along with my Filipino brothers and sisters out

something like that. I got caught on that one all the time another

there along with my Mexican brothers and sisters I don't know

one is taking oﬀ your shoes before getting into the house now in

what it was but their house smelled and I would have called it that

my household Japanese household there's a lot of people who do

it stank however I know when they come over to my house that

this rule but in Japanese culture this is like a standard right, in the

they would think that my house stank also and so that's just a

United States it is not a standard in Japanese culture it is a

little something about how your culture can help you define what

standard take your shoes oﬀ before you get into someone's

deviance is.

house because they don't want you trudging all the mud and all
16

Movie 1.4 Crack versus Cocaine
So the idea that deviance is defined by the people that have the
most power and status in a particular society is clearly seen when
we look at the prison sentences that are connected to being in
possession of crack cocaine vs. powder cocaine okay, so for the
people who don't know. Crack cocaine which I’ll just call crack
from now on is a mixture of about ten percent cocaine and ninety
percent baking soda along with any other additives and
preservatives and before the Fair Sentencing Act of 2010 you
would have to hold onto about 5 grams of crack in order to get a
mandatory five-year prison sentence while you would have to
hold on to 500 grams of powder cocaine in order for you to get
the same five-year prison sentence now that should just sound
crazy but after the Act was passed they reduce the 500 grams
down to 50 grams but that's still 10 times more cocaine that you
would have to hold onto vs. crack now if you're thinking about
this in pure logic the prison sentences should actually be in
reverse because you need cocaine in order to make crack but this
is where status and power come into play, right? Because people
who have the highest status and power in our society, rich
people, tend to be the ones that use cocaine, right? And often
times they're white also while the people who use crack are more
likely to be poor and often times people of color and so this is
where of the idea of power and status can come into play and so
then what does this mean? What this means then is that rich
people, right, are more likely to give themselves a lesser prison

sentence because what they see themselves doing is much more
normal even though, right, it should actually be seen as more
deviant because you need cocaine in order to actually make
crack.
Movie 1.5 Interesting observations of Index Crimes
So one of the patterns that I see emerge out of what we report for
index crimes is that there's four types of stealing that are reported
one of them is robbery right that's stealing from a person burglary
which is stealing from a house larceny is stealing from a store and
then motor vehicle theft is stealing like a car or motorcycle or
something like that and statistically speaking these are crimes
that are more likely to be committed by poor people but don't get
me wrong folks rich people definitely steel its just as a society we
have diﬀerent names for them and we tend to call the stealing
that rich people do things like embezzlement fraud tax evasion
those are types of stealing right and we even have a diﬀerent
name for them they're called white-collar crimes and so if we
think about that along with the social and monetary cost to our
society we get a very diﬀerent idea of who's making the rules
here because street crimes which are all those index crimes along
with some others Street Crimes cost us about 15 billion dollars a
year all give or take right which is a lot of money but white collar
crimes cost us like over 200 billion dollars a year but pound for
pound white collar crimes get sentenced to lesser sentences then
what we would call street crimes and so the what is this suggests
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this is telling us then that this is another example of where power

pokes and soaks in the higher doses her arms are like calendars

and status come into play because if it's rich people who are

she keeps dates and varicose veins as her track lines like

more likely to commit these crimes and that they're also the ones

timelines documenting days I remember at nine we promised

that are most likely making the laws then it makes sense then that

we'd never touch that stuﬀ that we'd never turn into our mothers I

the people that are in a higher power and statuses are going to

swore I'd never touch prescription pills I guess you forgot that

make lesser penalties for the crimes that them and their

rock kills families and causes daughters to be strangers with

colleagues are more likely to commit.

mothers maybe if we had strong ones we would have been

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
16 year old prostitute by Kizz

birthed into something phenomenal but we had no how of how
to do pamphlets for parents growing up so we constructed our
self into unfinished projects she's a reincarnation of her so she
sells pussy between morning sickness her love is just a dollar bill

I try to find memories in her bone structure and her freckles and

away she’s drugged in a daze a common slave to the cocaine she

her eyebrows along the curvature of her smile but I find a stranger

shorts up trains he's a friend of the lady that puts some food on

in her face every time nothing to connect her back to someone I

her sons plate that makes me think that this must have been

once loved as a child she's just a ghost of who she never had a

instinct like the hustle of the streets was encoded underneath

chance to become forced to wear skin and bones that don’t

trick baby grows up turning trick and this is nothing like pretty

belong to her anymore it's too painful so I try not to remember but

woman she will never be a princess her needs whole see rips the

her song keeps me up at night so I can’t forget that she sells

wounds on her skin are permanently reopened right inside

pussy on the corner of Lexington and 23rd Ave ten blocks away

sidewalks her scabs tell stories of bedsty back alleys in Harlem

from the middle school she never graduated from five blocks

she holds NewYork underneath her hip bone but she's tired of the

away from the crack house she spent weekends dragging her

stench the stench of semen on her lip on her thighs of sweat in

mother out of she never had a chance her dreams ceased to exist

her clothes she taught her all that he knows how to use all that

on the lips wrapped around the tip it was poked in she didn't

her mother gave to her she calls him dad just like the ones she

choke and

realization coated her throat and like a big girl she

ran away from because he was rapping her at 13 she sold pussy

swallowed because the world does not stop to cry over the

because lemonade stands profits can’t aﬀord to feed the empty

problems of a lost cause with hesitation I pause her face

mouths of her little sisters and brothers when her mothers

resembles someone I saw hope in now she’s floating where she

smoked away all she ever was paid so put a fee on her body and
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preyed unanswered prayers for a better day but from the street

Others say love is like family sitting on the other side of the fence,

corner she was never safe so she sells pussy behind second

they know it exists if they could just sit in here long enough, and

baptist church on third and that's the closest she's been to Jesus

he has sat long enough. Six years is long for us, but my sixth

in over a decade she used to never miss a Sunday used to sing

sense is strong enough to know the most important part about

hands and tunes like an angel but her wings were clipped the

poetry is the hope it brings to the spirit of an individual, and the

moment she let him slip in so now her body sings anthems beat

individual most heaven-sent element about being a poet is the

boxing the box springs pop and her lips lock in the fading of the

God-given ability to listen. So I listened intently, and he intensely

trouble of her heart sound of knees giving private parts are the

read poem after poem, page after page, never took a break, but

mixture of her crying because every inch hurts and she has no

the way he fumbled his words warned me of an education system

more words but she'll always keep this song like home "he is my

he clearly fell through the cracks of, he had a quiet demeanor, but

survival story, story" she doesn't have one just a song of empty

was quite eager to share every single poem owning his

streets of police sirens of sex request whispered on ears I can

experience as America's neglected child, even smiled as he

hear her song from time to time when the city is quiet I can hear

showed us the cover tagged in Olde English, it just said "Poetry".

the sound of her feet wandering these streets like a nomad to

I wanted to tell him after that first poem, "You reminded me why I

nowhere her begging son never fails to break my heart she lives

write poetry", after the second poem, "You've given me enough

in my eardrums now so I’ll never forget her sound because her

inspiration for a lifetime of writing", after the third poem "You

face her face is just to hard to remember.

made me realize why God saved my life on a Colorado night

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Prison Letter by Ant Black

when the car crashed and flipped three times, gazed high, prayed
to the savior, pinching my flesh to see if I was alive. Your last six
poems I felt alive!" I had to say something, I tried interrupting, he
ignored my notion, just kept going, reading every poem as if each

Some of these kids, some of these kids write poetry like clenched

poem was a hope of a six year bid, locked up as a kid, Bloods

fists raised risk, higher than the spirit of our ancestors and our

and Crips, shirt tucked in, hands folded under armpits, and the

sister should be treated like Queens, but they don't treat us like

pen. His mother sends every fourth four page letter, is never

kings, but he don't write like that. Some of these kids, some of

received, it is believed the reason he can't have a pencil in a cell

these kids write poetry about love, they say love is the warmth of

is not because of safety, not about shanking, its cuz guards don't

Mother's Day, others say love is "Enchilada Hot Plate Sunday".

want them tagging on history book pages. All i could think about
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was saying was, "Homey, as long as you write, there is not a cell
small enough to silence your spirit, locks don't exist in poetry,
your freedom lies between your thumb, your pointer, and your
middle finger, so you can even hold up your middle finger while
pointing at these rules of thumb, and when the authorities come,
you can hold your head higher than the planets, plan their
existence in your notepad...All I could think about saying was,
"Homey, as long as you write, there is not enough concrete in the
world that could build a wall thick enough to confine your heart's
imagination, there is not a cell small enough to silence your spirit,
locks don't exist in poetry, your freedom lies between your
thumb, your pointer, and your middle-finger, so you can even hold
up your middle-finger while pointing at these rules of thumb, and
when the authorities come you can hold your head higher than
the planets, plan their existence in your notepad, go back to the
choice that caught you a case, change every decision that was
made, change the games that you play, change the words that
you say from 'Keep it real', 'Do what it do', do some change the
world type words like 'I am confidence and truth in truth". I was
the only one in the room holding things back, his mentor shed a
tear as he cried when he came through, but for me, when it came
time for me to tell this young man how much he touched my soul,
all I could say was "Thank you", but the truth was, he made me
whole.

Movie 1.8 Strain Theory and Deviance
Strain theory is normally used to describe why poor people
commit crimes however as a sociologist I would argue that strain
theory can be used to explain why wealthy people commit crimes
also case in point would be, power plant owners, and so we look
at the history between power plants and let's say environmental
laws, that environmental laws have been created and they block
opportunities of power plant owners to make profit, right,
because if the environmental laws are followed it's going to cost
the power plant owners a lot of money, a lot of profit, because
that they have to change their company, they have to change
their practices, in order to be able to follow these environmental
laws and we continue to see these lawsuits, these class-action
lawsuits, one of the main ones that happened was in a movie
called Erin Brockovich, I know this is old, but it is definitely
something worth watching to really talk about how companies
know that they're doing horrible things to the environment in the
hopes that they don't get caught quite honestly, and so then
when it comes to these environmental laws, I don't know if I can
aﬀect your opinion about that, and I honestly I don't want to.
What I want you to think about is that as a person I actually have
a solution for environmental laws I say that we actually get rid of
environmental laws all together for the power plant owners, okay.
The law that I want to put in place though, is that power plant
owners along with all the people who own the power plant, right,
that they have to live within 10 miles of the power plant. I
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guarantee you that if we have them live next to their own power

BRUCE: you know what I've been able to like analyze and I kid

plant, I guarantee you that they'll follow tougher restrictions than

you know my sociology never shuts oﬀ it's like people try to think

the environmental laws will ever put on them, and so anyway

you know can you just sit back and enjoy a movie

that's just something to think about.
Movie 1.9 Deviant White Guys by Strange Fruit Sociology

ANT: yes I can
BRUCE: however I’m always going to analyze it and so when I’m

ANT: Alright ask me what I did for a winter break would did you

watching my TV shows I watch Walking Dead I watch Breaking

do for winter break I decided to start watching Breaking Bad

Bad I watch Dexter all the way through I was very disappointed at

BRUCE: you know I’m Breaking Baddy right I’m a baddy
ANT: but I started I made the commitment I'm gonna do this it’s
probably gonna take me a full five or six years but I’m going to do

the end by the way and all my dexter people they know what I'm
talking about anyway so they left it like, anyway I am gonna stop,
they left it like there was supposed to be another season and
that's not what you're supposed to do you're supposed to go all

this

in on one side all in on the other side they didn't do that they

BRUCE: it sounds like you're not going to want to watch this but

but when you’re thinking about like you know how race plays in

go ahead

this idea of deviant white guys you know deviant white guys

ANT: I'm going to watch Breaking Bad so I now know your a
Breaking Bad fan
BRUCE: yes I'm all in
ANT: I know you like The Walking Dead you like all that stuﬀ
BRUCE: I like deviant White guys

went right in the middle and that pissed everybody oﬀ but anyway

they’re allowed to be so deviant and yet so lovable all the same
time and I really think that has a lot to do with them being White
um please don’t misunderstand this I know there’s a lot of
characters out there that are people of color but when it comes to
like likeability and stuﬀ like that when you make a White guy into
the deviant one they become so likeable the way that with Walter
White and everything the whole idea of him is that he’s supposed
to be learning how to do all of this stuﬀ he's supposed to learn

ANT: tell me about deviant White guys

how to make meth he's supposed to learn how to sell drugs he
supposed to learn how to become Heisenberg and all that stuﬀ
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he needs to learn all of that but if you were to change the race on

crack head or the bum or the struggle right or the anyway if you

him and you so lets say you made him a Black dude well a lot of

fit outside this mold your illegible and characters that are illegible

things have to change now right it's like now look don't be mad

they don’t sell their confusing we don’t really know what to do

now we’re not talking about meth we're talking about crack and

with them right and so I think in hearing about these characters

when you’re talking about crack you don’t have to have a very

and this you know the Breaking Bad character these are not new

sophisticated IQ in order to figure out crack but meth for

tropes right and they occur not just in these horrific sort of like

whatever reason is supposed to be like this big heavy type of

Dexter on Showtime or Breaking Bad these shows that occur

thing the other thing about you know being a Black dude is that if

outside of you know broadcast networks we’ve seen everything

they were Black you wouldn’t assume you couldn't have the

from comedy right Charlie Sheen and Two and a Half Men

innocence that was constructed along with Walter White’s
character there’s this sense of innocence like he doesn’t know

BRUCE: yes!

anything he’s really just just trying to be do right to his family

ANT: even a Ted Danson character in Cheers right how he can be

while if you saw a Black dude you would be like oh he's getting

sort of a jerk and mean-spirited but yet he's still this loveable guy

his hustle on and your perception of these characters even

all of these characters what what the issue is and this really

though you could try to do that with you know with your writing

comes out of feminist studies this ain’t even really out of ethnic

and whatnot but the playability the likability of those characters it

studies or Black studies really this is feminist studies that that

does have a lot to do with race and whatnot and that was

gives us this language is that these White male characters are

something that I’ve noticed and continue to notice as I'm

allowed to be dynamic complex they’re allowed to be redeeming

watching other shows that I like like walking dead and things like

throughout and at various levels they can do the most horrific

that and whatnot but so what about you

grossest things but they’re doing it for this reason and so they get

ANT: this sounds like what you’re speaking to is the concept of
legibility right and what basically Mark Anthony Neal writes a
book called Looking For Leroy and he talks about how Black
male characters fit into one two or three maybe four molds
because they are legible to society and any sort of role or

redeemed and it’s not just at the end of the show whereas female
characters very narrow we only have one or two types of role
stereo types anything outside of that is illegible right so I think it’s
that this is one of the cool opportunities on at least on what we're
doing with Strange Fruit is to look at the intersection of both race

character that fits outside of this mold the hip-hop mold the poor
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and gender as it relates to these characters I don’t know I still

watch breaking bad watch that but first I’m going to watch

want to watch it

Empire.

BRUCE: dude you definitely want to watch it anyway I don’t want

Movie 1.10 The Stigma of a Felony

to ruin anything so I'm not gonna ruin it you said something about
this Gustavo character now I'm like oh I gotta see Gustavo what

New York Times July 7, 2016

is Gustavo gonna do well that's basically the ideal of like when

Amy Out Britton and her boyfriend were driving from Monroe,

that Gustavo although I like the character I like to character a lot

Louisiana, to Houston, Texas, when the Houston Police oﬃcers

that just goes to show you the kind of complexity that people can

pulled them over for failing to signal a lane change, and so the

basically handle it’s like the only reason why he was complex

police oﬃcers when they pulled them over, they asked to search

because he was a Black dude that spoke Spanish that’s it that’s

their car because they suspected Amy and her boyfriend of

really all that made him complex while you know while Walter

possessing drugs. Amy knew she didn't have any drugs and

White like there’s amazing levels of complexity to him regarding

knew that she was innocent, and so she let the police search her

how he interacts with his wife his interactions with Jesse and all

car, unfortunately the police found a crumb of evidence on the

that you know how he comes this thing called Heisenberg this

floor of the car and after administering a roadside chemical test. It

person called Heisenberg it's like I said the level of detail is

identified that crumb as having traces of cocaine in it, and so

amazing

although Amy felt she was innocent, she was arrested and taken

ANT: and so you know those are the kind of things while the only
person that I can really even think of that even comes close to
something like that is Denzel Washington yeah and it wasn’t with
Training Day because he got killed in Training Day so there wasn't
a whole bunch of redemption there but like Flight that was as
close as you get that was very complex but the redemption level
was he still went to jail yeah and he started talking to that was it
he didn’t save the world anyway imma stop now well I’m gonna

to jail. In jail, the defense attorney tells her that the DA's oﬃce has
given her a plea deal, the plea deal is that if she pleads guilty to
this felony oﬀense of drug possession, that she would get a 45day sentence and then, but she would most likely only serve half
of that. Now, Amy Out Britton, along with thousands, upon
thousands of other Americans take this deal. So she takes the
deal, she gets the 45 days sentence and she only serves 21 days;
however, after the 21 days she was fired from her job of
managing properties, it was a good job that she had, she was
fired from that job and now she has to look for new job with
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felony on her, with a felony on her record and this proves to be
near impossible, and she's reduced to menial jobs and lowpaying jobs for four years and seemingly forever. However, years
later, literally years later, the crime lab tests that crumb of
evidence and they find out that it had no control substance in it at
all and so the real question that I have, right, not only are felt
people with felonies is it hard for them to find a job, but who are
the people who are taking these plea bills in the first place, right?
And so the people who are most likely to take these please deals
are people who have public defenders assigned to them and so
those are most likely to be poor people or poorer people right?
And then one of the bigger things that get taken away from
people with felonies on the record is their right to vote, and so
what's happening is that how I forgot the whole drug test part.
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 7

Stratification

Section 1

Stratification Around the World
Almost every known nation has established a system of

generally be broken down into three basic categories: third

stratification, which is the structured ranking of entire groups of

world, second world, and first world countries.

people that perpetuate unequal economic rewards and power in
society by giving each group diﬀerent levels of access to wealth
and other resources. These diﬀering levels may be as simple as
leaders/warriors/workers/children as is the case for most hunter/
gatherer societies or can be more complex where each of these
categories is comprised of separate entities. For instance, in the
United States, the government represents our leaders, but this
group is broken down into national-level, state-level and citylevel. Our warriors are the four branches of the military, i.e. Navy,
Army, Air Force and National Guard, but also include police
oﬃcers and firefighters.

Although these layers seem to be

necessary to the operation of societies, there is much
sociological debate regarding how people are selected for each
layer and the number of resources each group has access to.
However, stratification does not stop at the borders of a
particular country. Observation and study also demonstrate that
global stratification, the division of the nations of the world into
richer and poorer categories, also exists and that nations can

• Third World – is a developing country that is actively
participating in modernization, which is the process by which
nations pass from traditional forms of social organization
toward those characteristics of post–Industrial Revolution
societies. These nations are commonly associated with having
the lowest Gross National Income (GNI), which is based on
purchasing-power-parity per capita in international dollars, e.g.
Somalia, Yemen, Afghanistan, Eritrea, and Haiti.
• Second World – is a developed country with a strong industrial
infrastructure, a well-developed economy, and a nondemocratic government. These countries are often associated
with the former Soviet Union, e.g. Russia, but also include
China, Cuba, North Korea, and Viet Nam.
• First World – have all of the elements of a Second World
country, but has a democratic government, e.g. the United
States, France, Spain, Japan and the United Kingdom.
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Many sociologists argue that the process of stratifying the global

because it allows for these nations to exploit their marginalized

community started when First World countries practiced

citizens.

colonialism, which occurs when a foreign power maintains

argue that these systems evolved into globalization, which is the

political, social, economic, and cultural domination over a group

worldwide integration of government policies, cultures, social

(View Movie 1.1) While, other social scientists would

of people for an extended
period.

The oppression of

these countries often centered

movements, and financial markets

Movie 1.1 Internal colonialism in the US

through trade and the exchange of
ideas; where countries will come

on using the colony for its

together and shape their

primary resources and

governments and economies to fit

t h e r e f o r e s t i fl e d t h e

into a worldwide community.

development of these nations.

Systems of Stratification

Although many colonized
countries have since won their

Throughout history there have been

independence, many

four basic types of stratification

sociologists continue to

systems:

suggest that neocolonialism,
1)Estate is a system of stratification

which is the continuing
d e p e n d e n c e a n d f o re i g n
domination of developing
countries, even now
suppresses the growth of
these new nations.

Empires

may also use internal

where peasants are required to work

1) https://youtu.be/wXg7pBF0sYw - Video

land leased to them by royal families

2) What is the main point of this video?

in exchange for military protection

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

and other services. Also known as

4) Can you think of any other groups that are internally colonized
within the US? Explain

structure, but people have been able

colonialism, which describes
the distinct separation of the dominant core from the periphery in

feudalism, this system is rigid in
to move into diﬀerent statuses

through marriage.

an empire, as they go through the modernization process
3

2) Castes are a hereditary social status that is usually religiously

hours, beaten, raped and even murdered with relative impunity.

dictated. Known for its rigid and immobile social categories,

Freehold slaves usually served for 5-7 years and were then

cultures that practice caste systems cannot improve their caste

freed, while chattel slaves often stayed slaves their entire lives

status through any socially acceptable means.

and their children were considered slaves also.

India is the

majority of chattel slaves did not

country referred to the most
regarding their caste
system, but many

The vast

receive any wages for their labor and

Movie 1.2 Where the Irish Slaves?

so could not earn their freedom.

sociologists would argue

Therefore, many descendants of

that the Eta are a lower

African captives chose to risk their

caste in Japan and that

lives to try and run away to Canada,

Black people are a lower

and later to the northern states, so

caste in the United States.

that they could experience freedom.
(View Movie 1.2)

3) S l a v e r y i s e n f o r c e d
servitude and is broken

4) Class is a system where social

down into two basic types:

status is based primarily on

Freehold slavery and Chattel

economic position and where

Freehold slaves

achieved characteristics can

slavery.

(indentured servants in US

1) https://youtu.be/uSRtUbwvAhc - Video

influence social mobility, which is

history which normally were

2) What is the main point of this video?

the movement of individuals or

poor people of European

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

groups from one position of a

4) Can you think of any examples of groups that have been
successful under racism? Explain.

another.

heritage) were considered
servants and still had many
fundamental human rights,
while chattel slaves (black

society’s stratification system to
There are two types of

mobility: intergenerational mobility
involves changes in the social

Africans usually occupied this role in the United States) were

position of children relative to their parents, while

considered property and could be forced to work impossible

intragenerational mobility involves social changes within a
4

person’s adult life.

An example of intergenerational mobility

would be a person’s parents working hard at low-level manual
labor jobs, e.g. janitor and housekeeper, while their children go
to school earn their degree and become a high school teacher,
social worker or manages a large business.

An example of

intragenerational mobility is where a person starts working at a
fast food restaurant as a cashier and then works their way up
to store manager. (View Movie 1.3)

Movie 1.3 Becoming Middle Class by Strange Fruit
Sociology

1) https://youtu.be/YVY4ZVvXA-E - Video
2) What is the main point of this video
3) What did the professors use as examples? Explain.
4) Has social mobility aﬀected your life? Explain.
5

Section 2

Class in the US
The United States operates primarily under a class system and

level executives of leading companies and high grossing
entertainers and athletes.

uses capitalism; the economic
system in which the means of

Movie 1.4 Most Expensivest Shit - 100k dog

However, there is a distinct

production are held largely in private

diﬀerence between these two

hands, and the main incentive for

groups of people that can be

economic activity is the accumulation

categorized as Old Money

of profits; to facilitate the creation of

versus New Money. Many of

its layers of stratification.

Your

the people that we know

socioeconomic status is a broad

about in this group are in the

social category of people who share a

New Money category such as

common economic position, have

Lady Gaga, Oprah Winfrey,

similar cultural beliefs and

Brad Pitt, and Michael Jordan

comparable access to scarce and

because they are high profile

valued resources. Our class structure

public figures.

in the United States is organized in

1) https://youtu.be/NDxQ6qSRKgU - Video

the following manner:

2) What is the main point of this video?

• Economic Elite is the top 0.1%;
entry-level household income
approximately $1,700,000.

This

group is comprised mostly of high-

3) What example(s) are used to illustrate their point(s)? Do you
agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other things that rich people spend their
money on that does not make sense to everyone else? Explain

(View Movie

1.4) These people frequently
come from humble beginnings
and had to jump multiple
classes to get to where they
are today. Old Money is just
the opposite.

They are

nonpublic figures that make
6

their millions in quiet obscurity and have usually inherited a

Physicians, lawyers, university professors, engineers,

significant portion of their wealth.

Although there are some

accountants, architects, owners of relatively large companies

exceptions (e.g. Bill Gates and Ted Turner), most people would

and state-level legislators. These are the positions that people

not be able to identify the wealthiest people visually in our

with low cultural capital can aspire to because they are visible in

society.

the media and there are relatively

• Upper class is the top 0.2% -

Movie 1.5 The Shrinking Middle Class

clear steps that you could take to
obtain these types of jobs.

1%; entry-level household

Although this group receives a

income approximately $360,000.

decent income, this class usually

The key identifying element of

does not own much wealth

this group is that are the

outside of their primary residence

managers of our society and are

and retirement savings. (View

composed mostly of upper-level

Movie 1.5)

executives of major companies,
college presidents, chief medical

•Lower-middle class – 30% of

oﬃcers, partners in major law

the middle 65%; entry-level

fir m s a n d n a t i o n a l - l e v e l

household income approximately

politicians.

$35,000.

With some

The major distinction

exceptions, this class is usually

1) https://youtu.be/16qwi2Jhd7g - Video

between this group and the

the highest achieved status that

2) What is the main point of this video?

working class is usually a college

one could hope to earn.
• Upper-middle class – top
1.1%-10%; entry-level
household

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Why should we be concerned that that middle class is shrinking?
Explain.

income

approximately $110,000. This group is composed of the people
with jobs that have the highest occupational prestige.

degree, which directly aﬀects their
occupational prestige. Parents in
this class normally have a job that
requires a college education, i.e.
K-12 teacher, librarians, computer

programmers, registered nurses, supervisors, etc., and therefore
expect their children to complete their bachelor’s degree, if not
7

higher, hoping that their children will move up in class status.

Regardless, this group is hard pressed to try and make ends

The lower middle class and the working class can have a

meet at the end of the month.

household income comparable to that of the upper-middle
class. However, it typically takes two adults working to achieve
this income-level, while in the upper-middle class it normally
takes just one person.

• Underclass – bottom 5%; maximum household income less
than $11,000. This group is usually receiving public assistance
of some sort, i.e. welfare, food stamps, and can normally only
find part-time work.

• Working class – 35% of the middle 65% of population; entrylevel household income approximately $25,000.

This group

This group often lacks employable skills

such as writing and reading at an 8th-grade level, and oral
communication skills. (View Movie 1.6)

makes comparable earnings to the lower middle class; however,
their jobs tend to have lower occupational prestige because

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis

many of these jobs do not need anything higher than a two-year

Hunger Games by Imani Cezanne

certificate and/or an apprenticeship to be qualified. According
to the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) Plumbers
(44.75), electricians (51.25), police oﬃcers (59.99), heavy truck
drivers (30.23), auto mechanics (34.05) and firefighters (52.87)
can make as much money as an elementary school teacher.
However, an elementary school teacher has an occupational
prestige score of 64.08.
• Working poor – bottom 5-25%; maximum household income
less than $25,000. This group is composed of people who work
in retail, fast food, or other service-based jobs that only require a
high school diploma/GED.

However, individuals in this group

may also have good career jobs, but can only find part-time
work or are just beginning in their careers as an apprentice.

1) https://youtu.be/v3VJ0xnslfM - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 3

Elements of Socioeconomic Status
Although people are most familiar with class, sociologists refer to

our society:

these diﬀering levels as
socioeconomic status (SES),

Movie 1.7 The Diﬀerence Between Income and Wealth

which is a measure of social

Income

(U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey,
Annual Social and Economic Supplements)

Top 5% = 21.9%
Top 6-20% = 29.3%
Top 21-40% = 23.2%
Bottom 60% = 25.6%
Lowest 20% = 3.1%

position that is based on
income, wealth, occupational
prestige and related variables.
Income refers to wages and
salaries measured over some

Wealth (Saez and Zucman 2014)
Top .01% = 11.2%
Top .02-.1% = 10.8%
Top .2-1% = 19.8%
Top 2%-10% = 35.4%
Lowest 90% = 22.8%

period, such as per hour or
year, while wealth is the total
of all a person’s material
assets, including savings,
land, stocks, and other types
of property, minus his or her
debt at a single point in time.

1) https://youtu.be/4bvyU57fA40 - Video

What we find consistently is

2) What is the main point of this video?

that that the upper quintile

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

(top 20%) continue to hold
onto a large portion of the
available income and wealth in

4) What is the diﬀerence between income and wealth? Explain.

(with the lowest 20% experiencing negative wealth)

However, this does not tell us the
entire story of how concentrated
income and wealth are.

Recent

research has uncovered that even
saying that income and wealth are

9

concentrated in the top 1% is incredibly misleading and that who

Even if a person is currently unemployed, either by choice (retired,

we should be focused on is the top 0.01%.

2014 US Census

quit, etc.) or by force (laid oﬀ, fired, etc.), asking them about their

data states that it takes a yearly income of about $390,000 to

past job is still a good indicator of their social status. (View Movie

barely make it into the top 1% of wage earners in the United

1.8)

States, approximately $1.7 million
to make it into the top .1%, and

Movie 1.8 How Does Occupational Prestige Work?

about $9 million to make it into

Absolute poverty refers to a

the top 0.01%. Although making

minimum level of subsistence that

over $300,000 a year would be

allows families to provide for all of

greatly desirable and the people

their basic needs, i.e. food,

who are earning these salaries are

shelter, and clothes.

most likely elite doctors, lawyers

poverty then you are going

not mean that they have anything

without the necessities that a

in common with people in the top

given society determines is vital.

0.01% such as Bill Gates, Warren

In 2015 the US Census set the

Buﬀet, the Walton family and even

absolute poverty thresholds was

Donald Trump.

1) https://youtu.be/oPsCz5MtmXI - Video

What is a Prestigious Job?

2) What is the main point of this video?

Occupational prestige is the

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

occupation holds in society and is

In other

words, if you are in absolute

and college presidents; this does

respect and admiration that an

What is Poverty?

4) What are some other occupational prestige scores? Do you
agree with their scores? Explain.

a function of income, education,
autonomy, authority and other related variables. We ask people
about their jobs because it is a reliable indicator of their SES.

as follows:
One person = $12,331
Two persons = $15,871
Three people (1 child) = $19,078
Four people (2 children) =$24,036

If you are looking at these numbers with a critical eye, then you
will notice that two people only need about $3000 more than the
income of one person in absolute poverty. This figure is because
10

of shared resources. If two people live with each other, then they

Movie 1.9 From My Window by Rudy Francisco

will only pay one rent rather than two, and they can both use one
car rather than buy two.
Relative Poverty refers to a floating standard of deprivation
where an individual’s economic position is compared to the living
standards of the majority in society.

In other words, this

encompasses the idea that you feel poor when you compare
yourself to others. In absolute poverty you are going without a
meal.

Relative poverty means you feel inferior when you are

eating hamburgers, while your next-door neighbor is barbecuing
prime porterhouse steaks.

Absolute poverty means that you

cannot aﬀord to buy a car. Relative poverty is feeling poor when
your parents give you a used car for your 18th birthday when your
friend received a brand new car. (View Movie 1.9)

1) https://youtu.be/7azDbnJ5u2g - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 4

What Causes Poverty?
The functionalist perspective regarding poverty in the United

is not a social condition that functionalist would either challenge

States can be summarized by the Davis–Moore thesis, which

or seek to change.

maintains that inequality serves two vital functions: It motivates
people to work hard, and it ensures that key occupations are
occupied by highly capable people.

For example, when poor

people watch TV and see the type of lifestyle that wealthy people
live compared to their own, this motivates poor people to try to
raise their SES by pursuing their education and getting a careeroriented job.

The second part of this definition allows us to

believe that individuals who run the banking system, are the
Chief Executive Oﬃcers (CEO’s) of major corporations and
college presidents are the most capable people for the job.

Symbolic interactionists are interested in how a person’s cultural
capital, which is our tastes, knowledge, language, and ways of
thinking that we exchange in interaction with others, is learned
through interaction with the closest people in our lives, i.e.
parents, family, and friends, but also through education and the
media.

This idea represents our ability to access particular

groups of people so that we may achieve our goals.

In other

words, you need to know how to present yourself to a group of
people to get what you want from them.

For example, if you

wanted to become friends with the “hip-hop” crowd then you will

Also since the United States uses a class system, functionalist

need to know at least a little bit about break dancing and DJ’s.

would also suggest that diﬀerences in property, power, and

You will need to know that you are supposed to call graﬃti “art”

prestige are the direct result of individual variations in ability,

and not “vandalism,” You will need to have an informed opinion

otherwise know as deficiency theory.

In other words, if a

of who is the best rapper of all time, Tupac or Notorious B.I.G.

person has not advanced through the classes either through

You will need to know that you are supposed to wear Nike and

inter- or intra- generational mobility then they simply do not have

not Birkenstocks. You will need to know that “ratchet” means a

what it takes to improve their class status.

slutty and/or low-class woman, and not a type of wrench. You

Because of their

belief in the Davis - Moore thesis and deficiency theory, poverty

will need to know how to shake hands.

If you know these

12

cultural elements, then you will find it easier to access hip-hop

types of lawyers and that the one’s that you see on TV are usually

groups than someone
who does not. (View

trial lawyers.

Movie 1.10 Going Camping by Strange Fruit Sociology

Movie 1.10)

If you continue to ask

questions, they will probably tell you which
law schools are the best, how you should
prepare for the Law School Admission Test

Although you are taught

(LSAT), and how you can get an internship

your cultural capital

with a law firm. If you feel passionate about

from people that are

being a lawyer, one of the next steps you

close to you, what if

would take would be to go to college and

you wanted to become

major in pre-law or a related major like

a lawyer but you do not

sociology or political science.

have any family or
friends that were in that

In spite of all of this, being accepted as a

group? What do you do

lawyer is more than just knowing the law.

then?

Typically your

You may want to take an etiquette class

desire to go outside of

because you will have to learn how to

the group where you

interact with high-status people at dinner

have the most cultural

1) https://youtu.be/1kGvC4OxLC8 - Video

parties.

You may want to go to a fashion

capital begins with the

2) What is the main point of this video?

consultant to get pointers on the

media. You want to be

3) What are some types of activities that you see that are largely
based on class status? Explain.

appropriate attire for a “black tie event” so

a lawyer because you
love TV shows like Law

that people will not discount what you have
to say based solely on the clothes you are

and Order: SVU and could watch a Few Good Men a thousand

wearing. You might even go to a diction coach to remove your

times and never get tired of it. Since you are interested, you will

northeastern accent or your southern draw from your courtroom

most likely use your social networks to try and find some lawyers

dialect so that people can understand you more clearly.

to talk to. This situation is where you will probably learn what the
typical day of a lawyer looks like, that there are many diﬀerent
13

With this understanding, symbolic interactionist would suggest

Conflict theorists understand poverty very diﬀerently than a

that the cause of poverty is that the poor are socialized in their

functionalist and would suggest that a person’s class status is

childhood to their lower social status, otherwise known as the

mostly aﬀected by access to structured opportunities rather than

culture of poverty. In other words, the lower-middle class and

individual attributes, also known as the structuralist approach.

higher are taught to value a higher
education, to work smarter not
harder, to spend their money
wisely and to plan for the future,

In other words, these theorists
would suggest that the poor are

Movie 1.11 Poetry in Praxis

actively and purposefully blocked

Imagine by Black Ice

from the opportunities, i.e.

while the poor are socialized not

education, healthcare, jobs, etc.,

to expect much from life. The two

that could dramatically aﬀect their

most important components of

life chances.

the culture of poverty are that the

would state that an ideology,

poor are not taught to delay

which is a belief system that

gratification, i.e. earn a college

legitimates existing patterns of

degree rather than enter the

structured social inequality, was

workforce immediately after high

created around class and

school, and therefore they spend

manifests itself in classism,

These theorists

their money in manners that the

1) https://youtu.be/8kVT89O6cLo - Video

which is the ideology that

other classes would consider

2) What is the poem about?

legitimates economic inequality.

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

This ideology allows us to believe

foolish, e.g. rather than spend
$600 on books for college they
spend $600 putting a stereo
system in a car that breaks down
frequently.

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

(View Movie 1.11)

that people who are poor are lazy,
stupid, immoral, or lack ambition;
leaving the least educated group
of people with access to the least

Therefore, campaigns to end poverty by symbolic interactionist

amount of resources to fix their problems. In other words, we do

usually focus on educational eﬀorts to teach the poor sound

not correct the inequalities in the system because people have

money management skills and/or how to further their education.
14

been socialized to believe that this population is unworthy of such
an expenditure of resources.

Movie 1.12 The Structure of Inequality - public schools
and small businesses

One way that class-based inequality is structured is through
public schools being funded primarily through property taxes.
This allows people in aﬄuent communities to have the best
funded schools, which normally translates into the highest ranked
schools, while schools in poor communities often have to do
fundraisers just to buy necessary materials, i.e. textbooks, for
their students. Another way that opportunities are structured is
through small business loans.

It will be far easier to receive a

loan for a business in a well-oﬀ community than a poor
neighborhood, which leaves these areas very few jobs to try and
improve their life chances. (View Movie 1.12)

1) https://youtu.be/IfDDpQHvKZc - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of how inequality is
structured in our society? Explain.
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Section 5

Chapter Summary
Chapter Vocabulary ***parentheses indicate page number***

Capitalism (6)
Socioeconomic Status (6)

Stratification (2)

Economic Elite (6)

Global Stratification (2)

New Money (6)

Third World (2)

Old Money (6)

Modernization (2)

Upper Class (6)

Second World (3)

Upper-Middle Class (7)

First World (3)

Lower-Middle Class (7)

Colonialism (3)

Working Class (7)

Neocolonialism (3)

Working Poor (7)

Globalization (3)

Underclass (7)

Estates (3)

Socioeconomic Status (SES) (9)

Castes (3)

Income (9)

Slavery (4)

Wealth (9)

Freehold Slaves (4)

Occupational Prestige (10)

Chattel Slaves (4)

Absolute Poverty (10)

Class (4)

Relative Poverty (10)

Social Mobility (4)

Davis – Moore Thesis (12

Intergenerational Mobility (4)

Deficiency Theory (12)

Intragenerational Mobility (4)

Cultural Capital (12)
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Culture of Poverty (13)

Bullet-point answer questions:

Structuralist Approach (14)
Ideology (14)

1) What are the four basic types of stratification systems?

Classism (14)

2) Give an example of a Third, Second and First World country.

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

3) What are the two types of social mobility?

Stratification

4) What are the seven diﬀerent class statuses?

Colonialism
Globalization
Class
Intergenerational Mobility
Intragenerational Mobility
Capitalism
Socioeconomic Status (SES)
Occupational Prestige
Absolute Poverty
Relative Poverty
Davis – Moore Thesis
Deficiency Theory
Cultural Capital
Culture of Poverty

Short answer questions:
5) What is the diﬀerence between freehold and chattel slavery?
6) What is the diﬀerence between intergenerational and
intragenerational mobility and give an example of both?
7) What is the diﬀerence between Old Money and New Money
and give an example of both?
8) What is the diﬀerence between the lower-middle and working
class and give an example job of each category?
9) What is the diﬀerence between absolute poverty and relative
poverty and give an example of both?
Critical thinking questions:

Structuralist Approach
10) Could racial categories in the United States be considered a
caste system? Examine the definition of a caste system and
give an example of how this could be true.
17

11) What would you do to live oﬀ of the salary declared as
absolute poverty? Explain.
12) What does each sociological perspective believe regarding
the causes of poverty? Which perspective do you believe in
the most? Explain.
13) Using your sociological imagination, explain how your cultural
capital is a result of larger social factors in your life.
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Section 6

Transcriptions
Movie 1.1 Internal colonialism in the US
Before I give an example of how the targeting of police oﬃcers in
Dallas in Baton Rouge are an example of the elements necessary
needed in internal colonialism I want to say that my thoughts and
prayers are with the families and friends of those oﬃcers that
were shot and those that were killed in the line of duty and so as
I was reading about the the Baton Rouge sniper incident I
couldn't help but think of the concept of internal colonialism that
Robert Blauner wrote about in 1969 of which it had its intellectual
roots laid out by Martin Delaney in 1852 when he stated that
African Americans are a nation within a nation and then later by
W.E.B Du Bois when he stated that we are semi colonial in nature
or that we are domestically colonized and so in his writing Robert
Blauner in internal colonialism and Ghetto Revolt he states that
there's three social symptoms that point to internal colonialism
being the cause okay so number one it's urban riots now I would
actually disagree with the word riots here I would use the word
rebellion specifically because that the sniper killings were
targeted and coordinated eﬀorts which suggests rebellion while
riots are when violence erupts with no real target and so that's

my argument on that but anyway continuing that second would
be cultural nationalism or the idea that African-Americans
represent a nation within a nation right and this is easily
demonstrable from from the back to Africa movement of Marcus
Garvey to the more current Black nationalist movements
centered around the nation of Islam and later with the Black
Panther Party for Self-Defense and then lastly would be ghetto
control politics where people in the ghetto want to take control of
their lives and the sources in their communities one of the main
arguments against this theory is that it's hard to identify what
colonizers are extracting from the black community right
however internal colonialists would argue that there's two basic
things are being stripped mind within the Black community and
that's athletes and criminals okay so let's think about this is that
athletes make the National Football League and the National
Basketball Association billions of dollars a year while arguably
destroying the motivation of young Black youth to pursue
education as a goal so that they can pursue and put all of their
energy eﬀort into trying to be an athlete which is by far least likely
to happen in their lives while Michelle Alexander on the other
hand in her book The New Jim Crow would argue that the
19

creation of the Black criminal with emphasis on the word creation

than a cow or table because you were literally a piece of property

almost supports the entire prison industrial complex and so these

okay so second is that chattel slavery was for life while

are the thoughts and ideas and examples that I would use in

indentured servants served a limited time anywhere between four

order to to talk about this idea of internal colonialism.

to seven years and were often given land and possessions like a

Movie 1.2 Where the Irish Slaves?

cow or clothes food or firearms after their service right and then
three and this is the most debilitating diﬀerence between chattel

So in the middle of argument for racial equality in the United

slavery and indentured service was that chattel slavery was

States I'm hearing more and more often that people are arguing

hereditary and so therefore generations literally generations of

that the Irish came over as slaves and that they were treated

African captors were not allowed to work for themselves and

worse than any other race but you don't hear them bitching and

work towards building their own wealth and so did the Irish get

complaining about how the world owes them a living or

mistreated certainly and when it came to working conditions they

something along those lines now normally this attack is being

hired for some of the most dangerous jobs the United States the

used towards people of color but specifically towards Black

blood of Irish people are spilled all over the you know the New

people because what they're arguing is that other groups have

York skyscrapers and bridges on the East Coast however were

been successful under worse circumstances therefore if Black

the Irish or other European ethnicities systematically oppressed in

people are not successful then there must be something wrong

the United States over centuries in order to stop their upward

with Black people now please don't misunderstand me here folks

mobility I'm sorry but the answer is no.

it is true that people were that Irish people were treated poorly
and that is due largely to a centuries-old beef that they had with

Movie 1.3 Becoming Middle Class by Strange Fruit Sociology

the English however the vast majority of the Irish along with other

BRUCE: It's actually a trip going from poor to middle-class and

European ethnicities were actually indentured servants or debt

there's a lot of little things that if you don't know about it that

slaves rather than chattel slaves like the indigenous people of

they're going to trip you up so oh you know so with me i was

North America and African captives now there's three main

always telling Ant like look my middle-class story when I really

diﬀerences between indentured servants and chattel slavery okay

figured out that i needed to switch my mentality, is when i, tried to

one is that indentured servants had basic human rights while if

buy- after buying a house i tried to buy a dog. With my working

you were up in chattel slavery you had no more social standing

poor background the dog that i wanted to buy was a pit bull.
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ANT: That's hood.

BRUCE: Oh, so you found a homeowner's insurance that covers

BRUCE: That is hood, right? When I went to the Humane Society
which is also hood, don't be mad- don't be.

your dog?" and I'm like "Why would my homeowner's insurance
cover my dog? It's a dog- not a house." And they were like no Well if your dog bites someone then

ANT: Wait you just said you went to the Humane Society to buy a
pit bull.

ANT: oh then you know
BRUCE: then that your homeowners insurance will cover that.

BRUCE: To buy a pit bull- absolutely.

And I'm like "So they don't cover pit bulls?" and like Oh their
reputation that so I was just like okay so i can't even buy the dog

ANT: Keeps the story going, yeah?

that I want because now I'm middle class and now there's all
BRUCE: So there was beautiful female black pit bull with tan

these restrictions on me or just new terrain if you would for me to

markings on it i was like she's going to be mine and I actually

have to listen and do and pay attention to that I didn't know was

even went to the process of actually buying her and then- and

a working poor person.

then I go and I start telling my professor friends right, now my
new friends, my colleagues we were in a department meeting and

ANT: Yeah I think i had my first middle-class moment was the

I'm like oh we just got finished by the dog and here's this. I mean

lawn and the grass.

can you imagine this right. So it's a room full of white folks right.
Older white people and here i am young you know professor
coming in- a young black Professor coming and I’m like "I'm

BRUCE: That's why I have rocks in front of my stuﬀ. Yeah. It was
just that moment.

about to buy a dog" and they're like "Oh my goodness what kind

ANT: Where I come from you know on Saturday mornings before

of dog?" and I say "A pit bull"... Silence.

And I'm like "Okay

you go out and play you go mow the lawn. And I was mowing the

what's wrong with a pit bull?" There like "Oh that's interesting

lawn once a month that turned into once every other month. I was

does your homeowner...

watching the grass grow and I kept seeing folks cut other

ANT: you just bought a house right?

people's lawns and it bugged me out. I had this moment. I was
like "No I’m not going to do it nah I'm from I'm from workingclass background, you know, I got my pride I'm gonna do it." And
the day I'll never forget the day I got that little card on my door
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and it said LANDSCAPING. I called this man, I said "Excuse me

expect the change so it will not surprise you when it happens. So

may I speak with Mario his name was on the card right?" and he

that is my closing thought.

showed up and I just looked like here I am this black man about
to hire this brown man to do my lawn. Yeah. Bummed me out I

Movie 1.4 Most Expensivest Shit - 100k dog

didn't know what to do with it. But- I'll tell you what, every Friday

2: Did you inflate the price when they became popular? Tell the

when he comes by I just be like "hey, you want some water?"

truth

That comes to more middle-class monitors. Like I that guy now.

M: Well... a little bit

You are that guy.

2: Mother fucker

BRUCE: You notice that like I said this transition in the middle
class is no joke. You get sideswiped by just these little things
because of that you know that socialization that we have being
poor of now certain restaurants that I go to now that they've all of
a sudden become suspect. I'm like when did this happen when.
ANT: The moment i found out that olive garden was not fancy
dinner.

Narrator: What’s up world? This is your puppy partner checkin in
2 Chainz
2: Hey, hey, hey how are you doing?
Brad: hey, how is it going?
2: Two Chainz
Melissa: Melissa, nice to meet you
2: nice to meet you
Brad: Brad

BRUCE: It broke my heart, that's where I'm coming from. That

2: What up Brad? How you doing?

was a special event you saved for this and all of that. So, you

Brad: Good to meet you

know we are wrapping up on time give us a closing thought on

2: What you got going on here?

being a middle-class.

Brad: I got some of the best bulldogs on the planet right here

ANT: You are going to hire somebody to do your lawn. It will break
your heart, but your lawn will look nice. Your lawn will look nice.
BRUCE: For my closing thought for real you are going to you're
going to change the dog to buy. You're going to change a lot of
these things I’m not saying it's bad to change. I'm just saying

2: No bullshit
Brad: No bullshit. They are perfect for the house. They are very
popular in the last five or ten years. Bulldogs cause are smaller.
You can keep them in apartments and houses. Very popular, very
popular with celebrities and people with a lot of money.
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2: I was about to say, how much are these dogs going for?

Melissa: for a sample

Brad: He is about 10 grand. This one is going to Thailand. He

2: I need to step my game up. I like you though man. Me and you

sold for 10 thousand and this one we are keeping right here. He

we can travel you 20 pounds three years and he grown. So he is

is one of the highest quality bulldogs we produced in the last 15

potty trained and everything?

years.

Brad: Yep, he is good to go

2: What you got right here? Who is this little fella right here?

2: Yeah I like you. I ain’t got to worry about cleaning up your shit.

Brad: This guy right here is micro machine

Can you send me him?

2: I like him

Brad: He’s actually my mom’s dog. You would have to ask her.

Brad: He is known right now as one of the best blue french

2: But he likes me

bulldogs on the planet. He’s got some orange eyes which is really

Brad: I don’t know man. I have to talk to my mom (laughing)

exotic on the dog. His structure is really the best you could get.

2: Your mom might like me too (smile). So how much is this guy?

He is small, compact he weighs 20 pounds

Brad: He would be about 75 to 100 thousand just because of how

2: 20 pounds? how old is he?

much he could make. He is number one in the world you know?

Brad: he is three years right now

His puppy is 10 grand, because we don’t know if the puppy is

2: Really?! He is grown?

going to turn out like him or not

Melissa: Yeah, full grown

2: This little fucker growled when I tried to move him. They want

2: I love him! Now do you breed him?

a 100 thousand for you. I can’t. For 100 thousand mother fucker

Brad: He sired about 35 litters last year. Over a half million dollars

you got to be driving me somewhere. Are they protective? Do

in puppies. His puppies sell for five to ten thousand a piece and

they...

we got him worldwide right now.

Brad: No, they’re real nice dogs, a family dog

2: I want one! This is the biggest fucking hustle in the world. How

2: Well, I didn’t want to hear that. Are they family dogs?

could I have not known about this? And you made half a million

Brad: You need one to protect you?

last year you doing better than most of these rappers.

2: I still want him to bark if a car pulls in the drive way

Brad: Each sample of semen we get oﬀ of him is worth five

W: Oh yeah he will for sure

thousand.

2: So listen, you have a dog that costs more than this dog. Damn

2: A drop of semen is five thousand

that thing looks like a damn panda bear

Brad: Five thousand

Brad: His name is Yeti.

This is an English bulldog.

He is the
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number one blue English bulldog in the world.

He is about 70

pounds.

bathe themselves, feed themselves. These dogs better not ever
die. That’s what better happen.

2: He pays like he weighs his fat ass

Movie 1.5 The Shrinking Middle Class

Brad: Yeah, he is a big boy.
2: Why is he so big? Is that healthy for him?

Politicians talk about how we need to protect the middle class all

Brad: It is part of the breed. It is part of the things people go for

the time the buying power of the middle class has been stagnant

is more rolls, more girth, more size on him

for about 40 years depending on who you ask but the question is

2: Micro, put it down somewhere. Sit it down somewhere.

what’s the big concern especially as we’re starting to see that

Brad: We have one more to show you guys and that would be this

new jobs are either coming in at the minimum wage level or

puppy right here.

they’re coming in a relatively high level so there seems to be a

Dough boy’s father is Pudge. (Micro nips at

Pudge)

bigger discrepancy between the haves and have-nots also what

All: Whoa!

we know is that people have to work longer and harder just to do

2: I thought you said Micro wasn’t protective? Micro is the shit! I

as well as their parents have in the past and so not only is this

like you! Come back!

generation going to work more hours to do just as well as their

That dog look kind of funny in the face.

Look at this dog. He looks like someone’s JV basketball coach.

parents but they’re also going to have to have both parents

Melissa: He is cute!

working in order to enjoy that same lifestyle as their parents and

Brad: Probably one of the top one’s in the nation as far as over

so again why is this so important Karl Marx along with other

done(?) bulldogs

conflict theorists would argue that creating or in some cases re-

2: He looks very ugly.

creating a two-tiered system is a precursor to a social revolution

Brad: He is a cute ugly is what people tell us

and so in other words if the middle class realized that it is actually

2: He is worth the money ain’t you big dog?

Aw, that was so

in the same economic predicament as the rest of the working

cute. That was Brad and his puppies for 10 thousand dollars. 10

class that may cause people to rebel against capitalism and so

thousand dollars for dogs. I do own three dogs. I own two pit

from a capitalist perspective this is why we should be concerned.

bulls and I own a chihuahua. Now I know you are laughing but
my chihuahua will bust your ass.

so I like dogs and I like the

whole culture around dogs. I was raised around dogs. But when
they start costing 10 thousand dollars they better be able to
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Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Hunger Games by Imani Cezanne

and you'll hear the voice of God before you hit the ambulance
that was supposed to save you Call it Detroit where a black
woman asking for help is means to put a bullet in the back of a

The Hunger Games a made-up story about an annual event in

head call it Florida where letting the bass drop will get a car full of

which two people from each of 12 starving districts are randomly

black boy shot and the murderer will only do time for the people

selected by the wealthy to compete in a televised battle to the

who survived killin' niggas ain't been this fun since thirteen year

death now don't get me wrong Hunger Games is my shit but I

old black boys stopped whistling since brown babies hung from

can't help but notice how painting poverty in white face makes it

umbilical cords the blacker the berry the tighter the noose you

fantasy makes it fiction makes a number one selling novel a hit at

see being hungry ain't all that bad when it means you're still alive.

the box oﬃce guess being brown and hungry ain't all that
entertaining our stomachs have been wailing since parched

Movie 1.7 The Diﬀerence Between Income and Wealth

tongues licked cornmeal mush oﬀ fingertips dry and cotton plant

So to talk about the diﬀerence between income and wealth I'm

cracked since chitterlings fashioned pig intestine into a delicacy

going to focus on professional athletes and that we like to focus

since 10 for a dollar ramen boiled hot dogs and pinto beans this

on how much they make in a year and look don't get me wrong

game is only one sport in this Olympics we call surviving this

the 25 highest-paid players in the National Football League 20 of

story is not foreign to those of us who know about fighting to the

them are quarterbacks and all of them are making about 20

death while governing bodies watch you neatly placing obstacles

million dollars a year right now mind you that there's normally

in your path we call it crack rock welfare the Prison Pipeline you

only about two or three players that are making that amount of

call it entertainment but the hunger games is my shit its hood shit

money because the NFL has a salary-cap that's approximately a

black people are dying by the mouthful at the hands of a

hundred sixty million dollars a year so look if your paying 40

government who recruit the famished train them then call them

million dollars out 2 players then that leaves about a hundred

athletes meanwhile meanwhile Hollywood spends millions of

twenty million dollars to distribute over the other 50 players in the

dollars to tell this story without less they call it Panem we call it

team so about two million each if we split up evenly but of course

east Oakland where the only white people in the school's are the

we know that's not the case but anyway I think about however

teachers and the students have children before they have

the highest income in the NFL doesn't even belong to a player it

boyfriends call it south central where domestic violence runs wild

actually belongs to the NFL commissioner who made about 40
25

million dollars in 2014 so these incomes would make a person

team for generations and so therefore continuing to produce that

rich but what makes a person wealthy okay so staying on the

wealth.

topic of the NFL the NFL makes about 11 billion dollars a year if
you add up all the salary cap money that would be about five

Movie 1.8 How Does Occupational Prestige Work?

billion for all those teams and so now that leaves about six billion

So using prestige variables we can make some sense of the

dollars left over for all the owners to split up now if we assume

social fact that although there are jobs that are completely vital to

equality that would mean there's about a hundred eighty million

the day-to-day operations of a society that they may not have the

dollars per team now I know that the owners have a lot of

highest prestige score and so case in point garbage collectors are

expenses wrapped up in that money but I think it's safe to

absolutely vital to the operation of our society but their prestige

assume that they're bringing in a boat load of money not only that

score is 27.72 and they can make a moderate to good salary

but the average football team is valued at a billion dollars now

especially if you include overtime however they suﬀer on the

here's the diﬀerence between income and wealth if you were to

scale because of the relatively low education requirements and

save every dime of the commissioners salary minus lets say

the low levels of autonomy and authority right police oﬃcers

twenty percent for taxes it would take them about 33 years to

score a little bit better with the 59.99 however they fall short of

save up enough money to buy a football team that he manages

the higher elite jobs like physicians which are 86.05 lawyers as

on a daily basis you know this actually reminds me of

74.77 college professors come in at a 73.51 and then engineers

construction workers who build mansions that they're never that

come in at 70.65 and so after reading that list you might be

they could never even hope to aﬀord right another thing is that

thinking to yourself how did college professors get so high on

players and commissioners their income is based on an actual set

that list but look I understand that we don’t do the best in income

of highly sought-after skills while wealth is something that you

but our education education is comparable to physicians and

can pass down to your children and if they don't have the skills to

engineers and that also we score really well in autonomy and

manage a football team they can just hire other people to do it

authority now look our autonomy is protected by this thing called

and lastly and I think most importantly is that the average career

academic freedom I literally could do a whole class on Pokemon

of an NFL player is 3 years and the other sports like the NBA the

Go we can play Pokemon Go I could have them download the

baseball and hockey it's about five years and so no matter how

Pokemon Go app and we can just play in class for the whole time

big these these athletes salaries are they're only gonna do it for

and I could justify it by saying hey this is something that’s

about 3-5 years give or take while an owner they can own their
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happening in our society and we wanted to examine it and that

because God is the only one listening and I watched him from my

would be completely legitimate to do in my classroom in a

window like a walking motion picture like a Technicolor metaphor

sociology class I kid you not the other part is that as long as I’m

like a shotgun house with aborted dreams born nine months after

not demonstrated to be negligent in any way no one can change

Ronald Reagan sucker punched the Black community I saw him

a grade that I’ve issued I mean no one and now talk about that in

slowly wilting right before my eyes like a raisin in the sun like a

regards to authority and let’s look and maybe most important

dream deferred and I wondered if there would be anything left of

about where professors rank on the prestige scale college

him in the morning when God pulls the Sun across the sky I

professors made the prestige scale and so therefore I was pretty

wondered if the blueprint to this man’s life is in somewhere on the

sure that since college professors made it that we were scored

creator’s desk and if so exactly how does this part of the story fit

pretty high on it.

into the grand scheme of things I believe all things happen for a

Movie 1.9 From My Window by Rudy Francisco

reason and usually I’m not one to question what’s been written by
divine hands but I got a pair of eyes plagued with curiosity and a

I once saw a man with railroads tracks that slow danced across

mouth overflowing with questions and so this morning I looked

the inside of his arm he had sandpaper hands salt-and-pepper

for a piece of paper I wrote why him? folded it in half I walked

hair and a voice that sounded like barbed wire he lived

through my front door threw the note in the air and watched the

somewhere in between white powder and syringes that still

sky swallow it whole and now I guess I’m just waiting on God to

dripped fragments of his DNA I saw him he was injecting

write back.

unfulfilled potential into veins that stuck out so far it looked like
they were sprinting full speed towards the gates of heaven I saw

Movie 1.10 Going Camping by Strange Fruit Sociology

him suspended in the atmosphere hanging on the pieces of a

ANT: Well, something we always talk about is class and clasping

man that no longer looks back at him in the mirror he doesn’t

of culture and it is interesting you know you are in the middle

even realize that he’s become his own ghost a specter an

class, safe to say you are in the middle class,

apparition haunting the man that he would be if he could just
shake the cold grip of the chemicals that have transposed their

BRUCE: I'm definitely in the middle class,

hands around his neck he’s become a man with no shadow no

ANT: I’m working my way there, pretty close, we're getting there,

reflection just a leaf in the wind whispering his story to the breeze

indeed, moving on up, but as we go through the, you know, each
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class, working class, urban underclass, elite, upper to middle-

"Damn boy, it was rough" I was at motel 6 and you and other

class right there's values and there's culture and there's

people will be like "Yo, I completely understand that", but my

experiences that happen at each class and if you've never been a

wife, she took, she forced me to go camping, like for real,

part, it might be an experiences you never get to experience I

because like I said she has these middle-class aspirations and

don’t want to say enjoy because some of them aren’t enjoyable.

this is something that she solidly remembers as a good

Indeed, yeah. But I think one of the quintessential middle-class

experience, and all of this, and I'm like "I don't know how to

American things to do is camping. I’ve never been really camping

camp", and she looked at me with disgust, like I mean for real,

I mean if it's not a hotel and a shower and some bathrooms and

disgust. Like she looked at me like "What kind of man don’t know

some breakfast on the table at a restaurant. I mean I'm not really

how to camp?" and I'm like "This one".

camping right.
BRUCE: Right.
ANT: But you've taken on some of those experiences.
BRUCE: Yes.
ANT: Have you had any camping adventures?

ANT: Looks like a gender roles.
BRUCE: Right? She put it in a gender role and I'm like, she like,
no joke, she nagged me for like three weeks straight the first time
we did this and finally I buckled, finally I was like okay let's go
camping. We take all my in-laws camping stuﬀ, which I don't
even know how to setup, but I tried, I figured out how to put up
the tent and all of that and then we go and we start playing

BRUCE: You know what, for real, so here I am coming from a

around at the playground and we come back and one of the tents

working poor background, I didn't understand what camping

are gone. And I'm like damn, one of the tents are gone.

even was, but my wife who, she's solidly working class, but she
has, lets say she has middle-class aspirations because when
she's hanging out at the Y with all of her friends, they start
talking, and one of the things they talk about is going camping.
And I'm like "camping, why would you want to do that?" and
everything, every fiber of my being is like why would you want to
go camping? What? It's like because to me personally, roughing it

ANT: Yeah, you got jacked.
BRUCE: Like I thought we got jacked, but then I see this little
white girl come around the corner with the tent in her hand, she's
like "yo, did you lose this?" and for real, she had the tent in her
hand and I’m "like oh snap, that's what the spiky things are for?

is a motel six now, like for real, like if it goes to that level I’m like
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To hold the tent? That's what their for?" I was so embarrassed

rack at a garage sale and the bike rack broke. So, I almost lost

the whole time, the thing that zipper on the tent broke.

the bikes the first time. Now here's the deal, that's funny enough,

ANT: That's how you know you can’t camp when you call it the
*moves hand in a zipper motion* the thing.

all by itself, here's the real funny part, it's that I didn't give up
because I know my wife wanted me to go camping and she
wanted the damn bikes at the campsite. And so, l went over to

BRUCE: Dude, that thing! The zipper on the tent broke, so we

my in-laws house to borrow their bike rack. No joke! I borrowed

were sleeping, the air mattress goes flat, the zippers broke and

their bike rack, it was worn and tattered, but I was like "Yo, it's a

so we're getting bit all by bugs. I wake up at like 2 o'clock in the

bike rack". It's like, you know its gonna work, it's strapped in and

morning being bit by bugs, my air mattress is flat I get up and I

everything with the bikes on. No joke, I’m going down gopher

was like "I'm going home", and she looked at me she didn't even

canyon road, and right around a blind turn the freaking bike rack

argue, we walked out and camping though is so ingrained in her

broke. This time the bikes go flying oﬀ into the other lane and

that we went camping just this weekend.

cracks the woman's rear view mirror and tears oﬀ her driver's
side mirror and I'm just like so embarrassed, she's completely

ANT: After all that you went back?
BRUCE: I love my wife. I mean this is what I think people are
supposed to do and yet every time I talk to like people like you, or

shaken up, like, she's like nervous, because I mean think about
what you see. She's seeing bikes flying across the lane, what the
hell is she thinking?

like some of my other friends, and they’re like "yo man, I don’t go

ANT: She’s thinking damn I just got finished hitting somebody and

camping, they go camping". I’m like "what the hell am I doing

killing somebody.

wrong here?" because my wife forced me to go camping again. I
even looked at her, this was at the YMCA and she looked at me,

BRUCE: No! It was because my bike rack broke oﬀ of my damn

like "we're going camping" and I'm like "why are we going?" you

car! And so, here I am waiting for the freaking police report and all

know I hate camping, why the hell you gonna make me camp you

that crap! I traumatized this young woman all because of freaking

know I don't like camping, and she's just like "Bruce the kids like

camping camping! CAMPING! And I don't even understand why I

camping, I like camping, you're going camping", and I'm like ain’t

do this! But dammit I love my wife! And she wants to go camping,

this a blip. I went, and so, well here's what happened. So, here I

and so dammit that’s why I did it. And, but I still feel embarrassed

am, taking the bikes up to the camping trip and she bought a bike

to this day because I don't get why you have to go camping, and
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all basically, all you're doing is just taking all the stuﬀ that you got

splinters Cold winters are sheltered by crack houses instead of

from your house and taking it someplace else, and putting it in a

recreational centers that they claim not to have the paper to keep

damn tent! That’s work! That's not a vacation! I come back more

open for operation The deconstruction of the black family has

tired from camping than I do from work! So ugh...camping. I don't

been in perpetuation ever since Willy Lynch set his theory in

like that, but my wife makes me do it, and I love her, and so I do

motion De-characterization was his soul promotion Therefore if

it.

you take the basketball out of his face and put the coke in its

ANT: Saying. I think I might not want to be middle class after all,
and just skip to the elite.

place he’ll still score What’s a young boy to do when he doesn’t
want to do wrong but there’s a lock on the right door When he
has the heart of a soldier the aggression of a prizefighter but no

BRUCE: Please do. I’m sure they call camping something

ones taught him what to fight for See most of our families are

diﬀerent.

fatherless and quite poor So we miss out on meals as well as
kisses and hugs You’ve got the audacity to cut the funding for the

Movie 1.11 Poetry in Praxis
Imagine by Black Ice

facilities that keep us oﬀ the streets Then ask us why we sell
drugs But imagine if niggas put down their dice and guns picked
up their daughters and sons and put a little love right there where

What happens in neighborhoods where the self-esteem has been

the hate is Imagine if niggas got the chance to become

over-shadowed by the decay? And the children no longer play the

accountants before being taught what the diﬀerence between wet

way they used to Where young boys choose to follow figures that

and dry weight is Imagine if these little inner city kids had the

had no father figures A place where lives have been reduced to

same type of schools that these rich kids have way out there in

mere names on a nigga wall A lot of dead shames on a nigga wall

the sticks Imagine if niggas had the chance to learn chemistry for

cause most of my childhood friends died over some dumb shit

real before we learn how to whip seven and a half out of six

It's like we’re all on some slum shit Whatever happened to that

Imagine if these little black girls got to go to that dance school for

‘we shall overcome’ shit? Where I’m from shit They done tore

free and learn to love to dream of that Broadway show Imagine if

down the projects and took away neighborhood sports It’s a

she wasn’t forced into a game where you assume a filthy name

place where little black boys put on jerseys and shorts Dream big

and put your soul and your ass up for show Imagine if she was

about stardom on fine, hardwood courts But awake to the harsh

taught to love herself, imitate no one, demand and demonstrate

reality of the stripped, unfinished, inner city floors where life

respect when she walks through the door Imagine if she turned
30

on the tele and watched herself doing the primetime hour instead

as a sociologist to say that inequality is structured into our

of the four o’clock video whore Imagine

systems.

Movie 1.12 The Structure of Inequality - public schools and
small businesses
The vast majority of people in the United States believe that a
good education is the key to success I believe that I know you
believe that because you’re reading an introduction to sociology
textbook and research even supports this and it tells us that
earning of four-year degree is like the silver bullet to end the cycle
of poverty that many families find themselves in right now if
you’re a conflict theorists what you would be thinking that if
education is so important then why would tie school funding to
property taxes now think about it aﬄuent neighborhoods collect a
significant amount of property taxes the best funded schools
normally translates into higher academic performance index
scores while schools and poor communities have to do
fundraisers to buy necessary materials like textbooks for their
students another way that inequality is built into our society is by
getting a small business loan now this is very diﬃcult for people
in poor neighborhoods to do because there’s literally places that
banks refuse to give loans into this is a well-documented practice
and it’s called redlining therefore even if you are a poor person
and you wanted to try to open a business it would be very diﬃcult
for you to start because most banks would refuse to give you a
loan based just on where you lived and so this is what it means
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 8

Sex, Gender,
and Sexuality

Section 1

The Diﬀerence Between Sex and Gender
I n s o c i o l o g y, w e m a k e a
distinction that very few people

Movie 1.1 Can a Man Ever Fight a Woman by Strange
Fruit Sociology

strong, aggressive, independent,
leaders; while women are

recognize; that someone’s sex is

expected to be feminine, i.e.

NOT the same as their gender.

weak, submissive, cooperative,

Sex is the biological diﬀerences

followers. (View Movie 1.1)

between males and females. The

Do We Need Gender Roles?

diﬀerence between females and
males lies almost exclusively

A functionalist would argue that

within their reproductive systems.

gender roles, which are the

Quite simply, females have

expected attitudes and behaviors

ovaries, breasts, and vaginas;

a society associates with each

while men have testes, prostate

sex, are indeed functional.

glands, and penises.

However,

gender is the social and cultural
significance that we attach to the
biological diﬀerences of sex.
These diﬀerences are where
society engages in determining

1) https://youtu.be/OQtlcdTBCTk - Video
2) What are some of the main points of this movie?
3) How does society construct gender so that men are not allowed
to fight a woman?
4) Is it a problem for men to not be able to fight women? Explain
the challenges of both arguments.

what is considered masculine and

They

would say that gender roles help
to ensure that there is no conflict
between the sexes and their social
roles. Functionalist recognize that
men often care for and nurture
children and that women also
protect and provide, but they

feminine and connects these attitudes, aptitudes, and actions to

would state that women are responsible for caring and nurturing

our sex. In other words, men are supposed to be masculine, i.e.

children, while men are responsible for protecting and providing.
2

These two gender roles can clearly seen in the TV series Breaking

Movie 1.2 Mr. Fix-It

Bad where the primary justification for Walter White to enter a life
of crime is so that he can provide for his family even after his
death, while his wife is a stay-at-home mother and is seen in a
very negative light because she fails to support her husband as
he endures his illness and progresses in his criminal endeavors.
Understanding the logic that society is a living organism,
functionalist would argue that the inequalities that women face in
the workforce might be functional. One of the primary functions
of an organism is to procreate. If women were able to provide for
their own financial and protection needs, what need would they
have for men? If both were capable of doing the same functions
equally well what would create the desire to come together and

1) https://youtu.be/s_wYO85z95I - Video

reproduce?

2) What is the main point of this video?

In other words, the physical, social and economic

inequalities between men and women create an interdependent
relationship between the two that facilitates reproduction. (View
Movie 1.2)

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of gender roles and how
they have aﬀected your life? Explain.

3

Section 2

Doing Gender
Symbolic interactionists
suggest that we do gender by
accepting the rules surrounding

However, as sociologists, we

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis

recognize that children are born with

Make Up by Jakeel Harris

a full range of physical abilities, but

the concepts of masculine and

our society socializes girls to be self-

feminine and then we act

controlled and less active.

according to those rules.

In

family is diﬀerent, but in general,

other words, we socialize

girls get trained to this social role

children to behave according to

because they are put into dresses.

the gender norms of their sex.

Pants allow for more freedom of

Many people would suggest

movement. A girl would be allowed

that girls are naturally more

to do a cartwheel in pants, and no

cooperative and so that is why

one would say anything to them. But

Every

they play low intensity and

1) https://youtu.be/n6ePELcftDA - Video

the moment a girl puts on a dress

nurturing games, i.e. house, tea

2) What is the poem about?

her movements are restricted by

party, and “patty cake”; while
boys are naturally more
aggressive, and so that is why
they play physical and

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

competitive games, i.e. soccer,
football, and skateboarding. (View Movie 1.3)

family, friends, peers and even
strangers. Although the desire to do
a cartwheel and to be physically
active is still within the girl, she must
learn to control her movements or

she will be sanctioned by people saying things like, “Don’t do
that, you are showing your underwear,” “Oh your dress is so
4

cute, please don’t get it dirty,” or “That is not how a young lady is

sexual orientation. This example may seem a little absurd within

supposed to act”.

the context of the United States many cultures across the world

Although she may choose to wear pants all the time when she is
older, most girls are forced to wear dresses at least for special
events, e.g. weddings, funerals,
graduation, etc. and they will be
continuously bombarded with

require women to dress showing minimal skin. In fact, a judge in
Italy recently reinforced the idea that a woman cannot say that
she was raped if she was wearing

Movie 1.4 Teaching Gender and Rape Culture by
Strange Fruit Sociology

a woman without her help;

women in dresses. As a matter of

therefore, if she was wearing

fact, shows like the Emmys, the

jeans she must have been

Oscars and Say Yes to the Dress

engaged in consensual sex. (View

will show women for hours

Movie 1.4)

speaking only about how beautiful
they look in their dresses.

In the same manner that girls are
taught that they need to be self-

And if this were not enough, pants

controlled and less physically

are directly associated with
“Who wears the pants in this
family?”

This saying speaks to

the idea that men are supposed
to wear the pants, and society will
put into question the sexuality of

crime. The reasoning is that jeans
are much too diﬃcult to get oﬀ of

media images of “beautiful”

masculinity, hence the saying,

jeans at the time of the alleged

active boys are socialized not to
1) https://youtu.be/yoRLDdrgLzA - Video

cry. Children are allowed to cry if

2) What are some of the main points of this video?

their feelings are hurt or if they

3) What are the examples that the two professors use to help them
teach about race, class and gender?

experience intense physical pain.

4) Have you ever tried to explain these concepts to others before?
What examples did you use? Where they eﬀective?

are given far more leniency in

women that wear pants all the
time. In other words, if you are a woman that wears pants all the
time you will most likely be considered a person of questionable

However, as they get older girls
crying than boys.

When little

boys cry family, friends, peers and
even strangers will say things like, “Big boys don’t cry,” “Shake it
oﬀ,” or more to the point, “Man up!”
5

Learning about crying does not stop here. As children age, boys

out their upper bodies even though they go to the gym six days

are not allowed to cry as long as girls about their pain and

out of the week.

eventually they must eliminate crying altogether even in the direst
of situations.

Boys not crying is socially reinforced and clearly

demonstrated by our media through TV shows, e.g. Dexter where

Movie 1.5 I Love Korean Dramas

even after his wife is brutally murdered he does not shed a tear,
and movies, e.g. Riddick where the main male character selfcorrects a compound fracture in his leg with barely a grunt and
Courage Under Fire where a female military leader cries during an
intense firefight behind enemy lines.
Crying, especially in public, is associated with being feminine and
this is where boys receive some of the worst sanctions for
inappropriate gender behavior.

If a boy were to cry about

someone calling them a name, or if their girlfriend broke up with
them and they became sad about it, people in our society would
consider that male a “wimp,” “sissy” and many other far harsher

1) https://youtu.be/Hi2p8b9C7u0 - Video

words because this would be regarded feminine behavior.

2) What is the main point of this video?

Therefore, symbolic interactionists understand that both men and

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

women cry and that both are physically active.

However, they

recognize that people accept these actions as the norms for their
sex and act accordingly.

4) Can you think of any other examples of what boys and girls are
taught? Is this good for our society? Explain.

Having a high-pitched voice is

considered feminine; therefore men may consciously deepen their
voice to appear more masculine. Having a strong upper body is
seen masculine, therefore many women will consciously not work

6

Section 3

The Power of Patriarchy
Conflict theorists directly challenge the power relationships that

women tended to taking care of the family at home. However,

exist between the sexes that the

unlike an agrarian community

other two sociological

where the work of men and

perspectives assume as normal.
This point of view suggests that to

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Tetherball by Ant Black

women is more equally valued, in
industrial society men are usually

achieve true equality women must

the one’s that are directly paid for

become part of the production

their work, while the work of

force. Karl Marx would argue that

women was uncompensated.

women became severely

Therefore, conflict theorists would

disadvantaged because of

argue that the unequal distribution

capitalism, the economic system

of compensation forces women to

where property is privately owned,

“prostitute” themselves to find a

and the main reason to produce

man to take care of their

goods is the pursuit of profit. This

economic needs. (View Movie 1.6)

system created the desire to shift
our society away from an agrarian
mode of production to an
industrial mode through the
Industrial Revolution, which
started in the late 1800’s.

As

men went to work in factories,

1) https://youtu.be/Gv8T0eeN_qk - Video

Modern day conflict theorist

2) What is the poem about?

would not stop at the unequal

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

distribution of wages between the

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

sexes to demonstrate the

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

oppression of women in our
society, but would also state that

7

their subjugation is socially structured. Sexism, the ideology that

is that women, even after considering number of hours of work

one sex is superior to the other, forms within a social, economic

and level of income, still do much more housework as their male

and/or religious context as the foundation of male control. The

counterparts. (View Movie 1.7)

establishment of this ideology then leads to the development of
patriarchy, where male-dominated social structures lead to the
oppression of females.

Movie 1.7 A Formula for Domestic Work

These structures influence society

towards institutional discrimination, which is a pattern of
treatment that systematically denies a group access to resources
and opportunities as part of society’s normal operations. In other
words, this suggests that the subjugation of women within this
system does not depend on individual attitudes about the
equality of women but is methodically applied to disadvantage
women, while giving men a distinct advantage in almost every
social, economic and political situation.
Family life
1) https://youtu.be/A_scPmH7yEg - Video

If a woman were to be a stay-at-home wife/mother, there are very
few people that would not expect her to do the vast majority of
the housework.

However, this is not where the oppression of

women lies. What research by Arlie Hochschild in 2012 continues
to find discrepancies regarding women and the work done in a
household even when they are equal participants in the labor
force as their male counterparts. This diﬀernece is referred to as
the second shift which describes the double burden - work
outside the home followed by childcare and housework – that
many women face, and few men share equitably. What is found

2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of a better way to give value to domestic work?
Are their other jobs within the household that should be
quantified? Explain.

Labor Force Participation
One of the clearest manners to see how patriarchy privileges men
is through the social categorization of work into “feminine” and
“masculine” jobs. Although both women and men are completely
8

capable of caring for children and fixing car engines, women tend

number of children, education level, type of job, experience and

to be childcare workers while men tend to be mechanics.

continuous work history they were only able to close the wage

Although a functionalist would argue that these gender roles are

gap by three cents and so about 80 cents to the male dollar. In

not inherently oppressive, a conflict theorist would look at the

other words, the argument that women do not make the same

wage discrepancy in jobs socially
c l a s s i fie d a s f e m i n i n e a n d
masculine, and they would find

wages as men because they do

Movie 1.8 Beyonce and the VMA’s by Strange Fruit
Sociology

not make the same decisions to
advance their careers has been

that although both positions

and continues to be roundly

mentioned have relatively

refuted. (View Movie 1.8)

equivalent educational

Institutional discrimination also

requirements masculine work is

manifests itself in promotions in

regularly paid more than feminine

any particular job.

work.

The glass

ceiling, an invisible barrier that

This discrepancy in earnings does

b l o c k s t h e p ro m o t i o n o f a

not d epend on the gender

qualified individual in a work

c l a s s i fic a t i o n o f y o u r j o b .

environment because of the

Research continues to
demonstrate that a wage gap,
the social fact that women make
about 79 cents to the male dollar,
still exists in today’s society. The
2010 Census, arguably the most
reliable source of data that a

1) https://youtu.be/9b_N1rK910Y - Video
2) What were some of the main points of the video?
3) What social factors do you believe contribute to the overall
negative portrayal of feminism in the media?
4) Write down your general thoughts about feminism and then
watch the Beyonce video in question. How do you feel about
how she performed her definition of feminism?

researcher could use because of

individual’s sex, race or ethnicity,
is evident in almost every
economic context.

According to

Catalyst, a women’s rights watch
group, men completely dominate
the ranks of Fortune 500
executives representing over 95%
of people in these positions.

how many people participate in the sample, finds that even after

However, patriarchy also manifests itself in the glass escalator,

you compare men and women with the same marital status,

which suggests that while women are at a disadvantage in male9

dominated occupations, men are at an advantage in female

do not want to deal with the social stigma of people assuming

occupations.

that they are lesbian.

In other words, males in female-majority

professions, i.e. nursing, server, elementary and middle school,
still enjoy male privilege.

Men are more likely to be found in

leadership positions, and this is evident in elementary school
teachers versus elementary school principals. According to the

Movie 1.9 What saying, “I am not a Feminist” really
means - The Huﬃngton Post

National Center for Education Statistics although women
represent about 75% of all elementary school teachers, they only
represent about 50% of all elementary school principals. In other
words, 25% of male elementary school teachers have 50% of all
principal jobs.
Politics
Approximately 51% of the population is women and according
the Center of American Women and Politics, a higher percentage
of women vote than men, however women remain noticeably
underrepresented in elected oﬃce.

From a conflict theory

perspective, part of the explanation for this trend is that
feminism, the belief in social, economic, and political equality for

1) https://youtu.be/ygsVEouHU68 - Video

women, is portrayed as mostly negative in our society.

2) What were some of the main points of the video?

If men

are supposed to be leaders, then women who are actively trying
to end their systematic oppression are taking a masculine social

3) What social factors do you believe contribute to the overall
negative portrayal of feminism in the media? Explain.

position, and their sexuality is then immediately put into question.
To state it plainly, although most women endorse feminist views,
they do not necessarily accept the label “feminist” because they

10

Section 4

The Sociology of Sexuality
Another distinction that sociologist make that many people do

in the United States would consider fat and unhealthy. However,

not is that someone’s sex or their

as the process of Westernization

gender does not determine their

took hold of the island, American

sexuality, which denotes our

Movie 1.10 Bikinis by Strange Fruit Sociology

TV shows and movies became

identities and activities as sexual

popular. Once this happened, the

beings.

What we think of as

young Fijian girls experienced the

“beautiful,’ “handsome,’ “sexy,”

same pressure to be “thin” that

and even “erotic” is an expression

females in the United States

of our sexuality. (View Movie 1.10)

experience on a minute-by-minute
level.

Symbolic interactionists

caused many of the Fijian women

understand that our sexuality is
socially constructed.

to resort to starving themselves

In other

and thus be diagnosed with

w o rd s , w h a t i s c o n s i d e re d

anorexia and bulimia.

“attractive” is aﬀected by what
society deems desirable.
R e s e a rc h d o n e b y H a r v a rd
Medical School psychiatrist Anne
E . B e c k e r f ro m 1 9 9 5 - 1 9 9 8
showed that the men and women
of Fiji value a body image that we

This pressure to be thin

Eating

disorders were something that the
1) https://youtu.be/wUlaEc_gXlg - Video

older inhabitants never

2) What are some of the main points of this video?

encountered before; because to

3) What complexity are the professors introducing into the
argument that our society objectifies women?

be to be skinny means that you

4) Does the research adjust/change how you believe women should
dress? Explain.

beautiful.

are hungry and starving, not

11

Sexual orientation is the categories of people to whom we are

5) Queer are people that have alternative sexual expressions that

sexually attracted to and is conceptually diﬀerent than one’s

are diﬀerent than the societal norm but have yet to be

sexuality. Your sexuality regards what you “think” is sexy, while

classified.

your sexual orientation could be
understood as who you have sex
with and fits into six basic
categories:

Although the above seem like

Movie 1.11 Poetry in Praxis

discrete, mutually exclusive

A Letter to the Girl I Used to Be by Ethan Smith

categories, current research
strongly suggests that someone’s

1) Heterosexual is the category

sexuality should be thought of as

of sexual orientation that

a continuum, but also as shifting

includes those who are sexually

over time.

attracted to members of a

sexually attracted to both males

diﬀerent sex.

and females, but while she is

A woman could be

young, she engages in exclusively

2) Homosexual is the category of

heterosexual behaviors.

sexual orientation that includes

As she

ages, she may find her attraction

those who are sexually

to women getting stronger and

attracted to members of the

1) https://youtu.be/Lkn06Y8prDU - Video

same sex

begin to participate in bisexual

2) What is the poem about?

behavior.

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

ready to “settle down” she may

sexual orientation that includes

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

pick a male or female partner, but

those who are attracted to both

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

3) Bisexual is the category of

men and women

And then when she is

may still be attracted to both
sexes.

The shifting of sexuality

and sexual orientation can be

4) Transgender are people who appear to be biologically one sex

seen regarding prison populations, where a person could be

but who identify with the gender of another (View Movie 1.11)

engaged exclusively in heterosexual sex, go to prison and
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experience homosexual sex, and then get out of prison and have

that heterosexuality is the appropriate standard for sexual identity

heterosexual sex again.

and practice and that alternative sexualities are deviant,

A functionalist would view a process like this with some
skepticism because of their belief that problems arise when
sexual norms are violated.

All societies set up diﬀernt norms

regarding sexual behavior. In the United States, there are places
that allow first cousins to marry. In other countries, people are

abnormal, or wrong.

In other words, society makes

heterosexuality the norm by saying, “Eww” when homosexuals
kiss in public, or by saying something is “gay” when a particular
behavior is deemed weird, deviant or negative in any way. (View
Movie 1.12)

permitted to have multiple spouses at the same time, allow young
girls to marry men that are significantly older, and enable people
to make pornography involving animals.

Whatever the norms,

functionalist would state that these traditional views would have

Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis
Dear Straight People by Denice Frohman

been established for centuries, if not millenniums and that sexual
activity that violate these rules would need to be conducted in the
private sphere to avoid heavy sanctions.
Conflict theorist would examine how sexuality is relegated and
whom does it benefit.

In our society, the process of exploring

one’s sexuality and sexual orientation is much harder for men to
engage in than women because of homophobia, the negative
attitudes and overall intolerance toward homosexuals and
homosexuality. Although it is now legal for homosexuals to marry
and there are TV programs that center on homosexual main
characters, e.g. Modern Family and Will and Grace, heterosexuals
continue to oppress homosexuals by restricting, suppressing and

1) https://youtu.be/5frn8TAlew0 - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

alienating their sexual behavior. This oppression is done primarily

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

through heteronormativity, which is the cultural presupposition

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
13

Section 5

Chapter Summary
Chapter Vocabulary ***parentheses indicate page number***

Homophobia (13)

Sex (2)

Heteronormativity (13)

Gender (2)
Gender Roles (2)
Capitalism (7)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***
Gender Roles
Glass Escalator

Sexism (7)

Heteronormativity

Patriarchy (7)
Institutional Discrimination (7)

Bullet-point answer questions:

Second Shift (8)
Wage Gap

(8)

Glass Ceiling (9)
Glass Escalator
Feminism (10)
Sexuality (11)
Sexual Orientation (11)
Heterosexual (11)
Homosexual (11)
Bisexual (11)

1) Name three ways that women encounter institutional
discrimination.
2) What are six types of sexual orientation?

Short answer questions:
5) What is the diﬀerence between sex and gender and give
examples of both
6) Give an example of how people “do gender.”

Transgender (11)
Queer (12)
14

7) What is the diﬀerence between the glass ceiling and the glass
escalator and give an example of both?
8) What is the diﬀerence between homophobia and
heteronormativity and give examples of both?

Critical thinking questions:
10) Define the sociological imagination and describe how your
gender roles are a taught to you by wider society.
11) What are some of the images/ideas that you associate with
being feminist? Are they positive or negative? Explain.
12) What are the diﬀerences in how homosexuality is portrayed in
society when it is between men or women? Give examples to
support your argument.
13) What do the three sociological perspectives focus on
regarding the concept of gender and give an example of
each?
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Section 6

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Can a Man Ever Fight a Woman by Strange Fruit

ANT: Yeah, but we ain't going to talk about that. Has that

Sociology

situation like that ever happen to you?

ANT: We're not gonna do- we are not gonna talk about Beyonce

BRUCE: Where a woman rolled up on me?

and Solange.

ANT: Yeah- were you in a dilemma? You didn't know whether you

BRUCE: We're not going to talk.

should...

ANT: No we're not gonna talk about no- no- no. it's talked out.

BRUCE: I was in a dilemma- Well it wasn't a dilemma. Because I

It's talked out.

know that... Man I'm gonna be real about it- I was straight

BRUCE: It's definitely talk out.
ANT: Yeah, but I know a lot of brothers got flashbacks from when
they woman came up on em' they don't know whether they're
supposed to swing, run, they're supposed to shake them oﬀ.
They didn't know what to do.
BRUCE: That was funniest part to me
ANT: yeah

scared. it was a middle school. it was the seventh grade there
was this That's when it was like with boys and girls are like the
same size. Right.
ANT: Exactly.
BRUCE: So there's this woman that you know (young girl) I
guess, but she was bigger than me and she was thugged out.
Like look I was the born & raised in the "O", but I wasn't hood.
I'm the nerdy dude that was just like you know I'm just like trying
to be cool with everybody and there was this woman she came

BRUCE: Yeah just how he had to manage that situation

in everybody love you know she was all fun but she was a thugshe was a thug and she came in and I don't know what the hell it
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is that caused the argument and I was just like how we were like

do it, but if you gotta protect yourself- then protect yourself. But

going after each other a little bit and then she does… She just

basically there's nothing positive that is going to come from this.

came up to me, we were on the bus and she came up to me and

ANT: You got to take the Mayweather route. Duck the fight. If you

she was like "You better never ever call me a bitch again" and I'm

think you're going to lose duck the fight.

like "..." I just comply. I was like "Okay, done." because at that
moment i'm going to be real, I'm going to be man enough to say
this I was genuinely scared for my life at that moment. You should

BRUCE: That's horrible, man.
Movie 1.2 Mr. Fix-It

have been. Yeah it's so I was like yeah. That- that man. That
whole...

so one of the gender roles that I found myself ill-prepared to do
when I got married was the fact that I was supposed to become

ANT: So if she would have swung? If she had swung you would

quote mr. Fixit look folks my mom was a single poor woman who

have?

worked double overtime and worked on saturdays she had far

BRUCE: She would have hurt me.
ANT: She would have hurt you?
ANT: She would have hurt me.
ANT: So . Your plan of attack was just to...
BRUCE: because straight up. I've seen her fight to and she didn't
fight quote "Fight like a girl" she didn't try to like make me- she
wouldn't try to like make me ugly she's coming in fist to cuﬀs And
I know I would have gotten knocked out. There aint' never gonna
be anything positive from a man fighting a woman because if you
beat her up it's like "Yo man why did you beat up a girl?" and if
she beat you It's like "you got beat up by a girl" like there's
nothing positive and happy so that's That's why I just say don't

more important things to spend her money on then tools like I
literally i'm not kidding i don't think i turned a wrench until like 18
years old when I joined the Navy and that is for real while my wife
on the other hand she was raised by her father and her father was
a mechanic and so she has seen her father being able to do all
the mechanical things she automatically assume that all man had
this innate ability to be able to fix stuﬀ i'm telling you i was so not
ready for that but I wasn't a pump I learned how to do some
things and I lay down a laminate flooring and my oh you know I
one of my houses of and later on I built two play structures for my
kids so I learned to acquire somebody skills but here's the the
insidious part about gender roles that although they might not be
inherently discriminatory but there's a part of our thinking that
when we connect gender roles to certain bodies that we don't
then acknowledge that other bodies can actually do that kind of
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work here is a case and point that I caught myself doing this and I

8. Makeup does not do its job - Instead of enhancing the beauty

felt ashamed when I was thinking this and figure this out but that

of the girl that uses it, makeup creates this false perception of

what I would go to these home-improvement stores if I saw a

what beauty is

woman let's say a female worker in the plumbing section I
wouldn't walk up to her like she automatically like she

7. Make up is so (damn) expensive

automatically knew what was going on in that section I would

6. Make-up separates - It makes it seem as if you don&#39;t have

walk up to her and ask questions like do you know how to do this

the newest eyeliner or the newest blush, you are somehow less of

or could you get someone to help me in this section while for the

a woman, but in reality it’s separating the weak from the strong

man I found that I would approach them and assume that they
actually knew what they were doing already and so like I said

5. Make up smears - And it’s not because its hot outside, it’s

although the gender roles may not be inherently discriminatory

because girls are crying their eyes out trying to be someone elses

but how our society views male and female bodies can be at

perception of perfect

times

4. Make up is messy - Guys! Have you ever looked inside a girls

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis

make up bag? I mean really look inside a girl’s makeup bag it’s a

Make Up by Jakeel Harris

bag she is literally unpacking the memories of a hurt soul and

Ten Things I HATE about Make-Up
10. Girls cake that shit on - And it’s not because they can&#39;t
find the balance between too little and just right it’s that they’re
constantly putting it on to hide the scars of broken promises like I
will never hurt you and I will never hit you
9. Putting it on is time consuming - And it’s not because girls take
that long in the bathroom, it’s that they’re doubting their beauty,
so they stare into the mirror hoping that makeup will somehow

mess. But every time a girl pulls a piece of makeup out of that
unraveling the self-esteem of a dead body
3. Makeup does not make me feel I am a man - Some girls feel
like makeup gives them the superpower to be stuck up, but little
do they know their biggest weakness is their own insecurities
2. Makeup has turned into a necessity - Girls treat makeup like it
is like food. Like if they didn’t have it they would die but I guess
some girls would rather starve and look pretty then to be beautiful
and satisfied

change the way they feel about themselves
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1. It confuses me. I mean It really confuses me - It makes me

inequality right so what are some of your thoughts experiences

wonder why a girl want to touch a face that god already put his

BRUCE: you know when it comes to me to teaching my students

paintbrush over. See ladies you were made in Gods image, so

the easiest thing for me to do is actually just pick on myself

picture this You don’t need any materialistic items on your face,

because you know if you start going into the audience that's one

skin, or lips But if you think you do listen to this From the book of

of those things like it's like this is a non-Oprah moment that's like

beauty, essence 6:36 Apply in moderation, I know it sounds

I can't go into the audience with this one you got to actually be

weird. But I’d rather you live with your pain showing on your face

real and it just lets people know it's like look I even do this here i

then covering it in fear.

am sociology got my PhD I'm supposed to be quote the

Movie 1.4 Teaching Gender and Rape Culture by Strange Fruit
Sociology

enlightened one so my best example is that my son, i have a
thirteen-year-old son and a four-year-old daughter and one day
I'm hearing him like you know about my daughter she's she's you

ANT: I know a colleague of mine and what we always talk about is

know fidgeting around saying you know what can I do to help and

teaching race and gender and how for her she's a white female

my 13 year old son says you just sit there and look beautiful and

how it's easy for her to get through race and get to the concepts

and I'm like man that's really jacked up thing to say who taught

and actually teach the class and keep it moving when it comes to

you that and my son and my son and my wife both look at me

gender she gets a lot of resistance right especially from men...

and said you are the one that said that all the time about...

BRUCE: I wonder why...

ANT: yup

ANT: for me crazy when I teach race/ethnicity I get a lot of

BRUCE: like yo I do but but and I'm like coming up with all these

resistance but when I teach gender and sexuality I can get

excuses as to why i say but in real time it was just like really

through the lesson right so these dynamics so one of the things

jacked up you know how about replicating gender and what

that I really wanted to let our viewers hear and talk about our

women are supposed to be viewed as and I was just yeah it's just

perspective and what we go through as sociology instructors is

like I said it's really easy to pick on myself and for me one thing I

how do we address teaching gender gender inequality domestic

go back to is like the socialization of it how we learn these

violence rape these very topics that are hot button but we as men

inequalities how we learn to treat females diﬀerently

actually reproduce a lot of the language reproduce the gender
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ANT: i always talk about disney movies in my class when i get to

what is what is consent and look I get it I get people have sex I

this topic

get it all the time

BRUCE: right yeah

BRUCE: yeah I get it but it's like when a woman says no stop and

ANT: it's sort of introducing right this idea of rape culture how this
is cultural it's pervasive so I always pick on its my favorite movie
but Beauty and the Beast It won academy awards and everything
it must be a good movie, it's celebrated and it's loved but yo that
movies about domestic violence I tell my students right imagine if
you had a friend and she came up to you like oh I met this guy
and he yells and he's snarling and he locks me in a room and I
can't eat unless I eat with him and he kidnaps my father and then
he makes me talk to these teacups and these house objects my
only friends on the objects in the house and I can't go in this side
of the room other words he really like I get scared for my life but
you know what there's something there that wasn't there before
think I fell in love with him and oh he bought me something after
he yelled at me bought me a lot that makes everything better that
makes everything better and the whole movie just really enforces
this notion of domestic violence and this notion of male physical
supremacy and protection which is really rooted in a rape culture
BRUCE: yeah right absolutely

that's a hard thing for whatever reason for men to like understand
like yo she says no it doesn't matter where you're at in this actual
act, you could be actually doing it and you're doing it and she
says stop it's making me feel uncomfortable you need to stop
you need to go take a cold shower get your ipod out whatever it
is need to do you got to handle that son you got to stop because
if you don’t that's rape Period there's no if ands or buts about it i
don't care how it started I mean there's this case what we talked
about oh but we talked about in regards that there was this girl
who got raped by your driving instructor and that the court
convicted him the jury convicted him but later on the judge goes
back and overturned the conviction by saying that this girl was
wearing really tight jeans and so she if she was wearing really
tight jeans then she must have given her consent to have sex and
it's like yo can that actually come out the mouth of somebody
and i thought that was like in the seventies when you first told me
about it I was like oh is that 1975? this is in the 90s yo the 90s
and im like what is this really the world that we have and the
answer is yes that is the world we have and so we're talking
about rape and gender and all of this stuﬀ it's all muddled in into

ANT: so when you think about this because our society promotes

basically just a lower standard that we call women and that we

the idea of rape and you know it all comes around to just consent

call being feminine in our society and that's just you know that
needs to change
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ANT: we need to definitely have much more respect for that so in

pain but you rarely see men with tears rolling down their face as

summary Bruce does that by talking about how he messes up his

you do in korean dramas case and point one of my favorite of

daughter

korean dramas of all time is boys over flowers which is a must

BRUCE: how I’m raising completely girl a daughter that's
absolutely going to replicate the system that is right

watch if you are going to watch korean dramas you must watch
that and it has my favorite actor lee min-ho he is a young Denzel
Washington he can do comedies he can do dramas he can do

ANT: and I do it by consuming disney movies that i absolutely

action the man is amazing but to make my point that in boys over

love and hate simultaneously so I’m confused and I think that's

flowers it only had 25 episodes and he cried in at least three-

how we teach sociology and you're supposed to hate disney

quarters of them like no joke had crying scenes in at least three-

movies but we still watch them

quarters of them and so you know oh this is the transition into
sociology and that with researchers researchers tell us this this is

BRUCE: yeah but you're supposed to hate the parts that are

clear on that boys who do not learn how to be emotionally honest

hateable

with themselves are vastly more likely to develop serious

ANT: yeah always remember that anyway we're done
Movie 1.5 I Love Korean Dramas
look folks this is no joke i love watching korean dramas now look I
feel your eyes judging me already and that's okay because that's
still not going to stop me from watching korean dramas now one
of the things that I like about korean dramas the most is that they
let their men cry over things that men in the united states have
been socialized not to cry about they cry when their best friend
leaves for the military they cry when they're frustrated they cry
when I loved one dies they cry when they experience heartache I
mean these are things you normally don't even see and TV shows

psychological disorders later on in life especially something like
depression and so then now as a social observer i would argue
that socializing men not to be emotionally honest with themselves
that this leads to the vast majority of the self-destructive
behaviors that men often exhibit whether that be suicide whether
that be having sex with a lot of women especially without any
protection whether that's of all the the the daredevil stuﬀ that we
do a lot of those things i would tie back into not being emotionally
honest with ourselves and so then so this is another example of
where something that seems deeply personal right a man not
feeling that he's able to cry something that seems very personal
actually has deeper social logical roots

and movies that men are the main actors in you might see their
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Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Tetherball by Ant Black

got only one year left to play then retire your jersey. You were
once Worthy, now reminisce on how good you were back when
you had the Magic". How do I tell her that "There is no

Diary of a substitute teacher entry number 872. She proudly

transatlantic, flights from John F Kennedy to London Heathrow,

raises her arm violently and I called on her smiling excitedly she

heats smoke pyrotechnics that the announcer calls your name for

vibrantly stood up and said "I'm going to be a professional

the gold medal game." How do I tell her that you gotta use your

tetherball player" and at first I thought it was cute because there's

brain just to make 75cents to a man's dollar, work so much

something in the smile of the eyes of a fourth grade girl that can

harder, and claim to be smarter just to have someone say "He's

change your world from a post colonial catastrophe to believe it

better at his position than you". How do I tell her the truth? Don't

or not kind of a happy place to be and then I got excited because

just beat the boys, punish them dudes because you could forever

understanding your entire purpose at life at like age 9 is more

be tied to the glass ceiling the same way the ball stays tied to that

sublime than 40 ounces of freedom and that two was a lesson I

pole. How do I beg her never ever start dancing on that pole?

learned from KRS One. Recess was at one. So at the sight of the

How do I tell her the things that I know? How do I tell her that one

"try and see", this tetherball prodigy, probably had to be the most

day she might grow into her body and look in the mirror in fear of

amazing display of athleticism since Michael Jordan from the free

herself image because she was told "She didn't have enough

throw line. I'm saying Nike, should make shoes after her and the

courage, or too much courage". I want her to understand

logo would look like *Pose* No throwies, no ropies, no holdies.

Chandra Mohanty and promptly insist her role as a transnational

She holds that court number 5 barely challenged by the bravest

feminist in a gendered centered society. I want to tell her never

of 5th grade guys, and at this point I shouldn't be surprised

ever speak quietly. You don't have to smile at me! If he ever lays a

because if Mohammed Ali could knock out Joe Frazier, why can't

hand on you, balls a fist at you, cuss at you, call you anything

she be better at tetherball and smarter than a fifth grader? I

other than your name, then you leave him and he even thinks

figured in life it'd later, but just as she reached back, punched the

about cheating, when he's asleep then I want you to cut oﬀ

ball, rope wrapped tight around the pole, the disappointment of

his...never mind, you should just leave him. I watched her at

her future punches my heart and I feel guilty for getting high on

recess, where boys and girls play further away from each other

her hopes. Like how do I tell her, "There's no tetherball in junior

than blacks and whites worshipping a Sunday service. Her, sitting

high school or high school, or National Tetherball Association. You

in class waving her arm violently, I called on her smiling excitedly,
she vibrantly stood up and said "Don't you think I could be the
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best tetherball in the world?" I said "Sweetheart, you could do

he's doing one job and so then what should happen when a man

something better than that. You could become a woman who

comes home then he should take one of those jobs from his wife

changes that world".

whether that's take care of the kids will clean up the house that is

Movie 1.7 A Formula for Domestic Work
the traditional man goes to work in the morning and when they
come home their traditional wife has made a traditional meal and
they sit down at the traditional dinner table and tell each other

what you should be doing and so if you do this maybe after you
clean up the whole house and after the kids are in bed maybe you
both might have time for a little hanky-panky just saying
Movie 1.8 Beyonce and the VMA’s by Strange Fruit Sociology

about their days then the traditional man goes to watch TV on the

ANT: Alright, so I study popular culture. Bruce not so much the

couch while the traditional wife washes dishes clean the kitchen

popular culture sociologist, more so me. And I'm always

get the children ready for bed read the children bedtime story and

fascinated by how you know, things we dance to or movies were

then makes love to her husband now look here's the reality folks

watching, how they really aﬀect our bodies, our systems, our

by the time your wife is done with all the work that she's doing

beliefs. So, that being said, over the past weekend one of the

she's normally too tired to make love to you so the problem is

things in popular culture was Beyonce's performance at the video

that we as men are socialized to not see the work that women do

music awards. MTV VMA's, if you haven't seen it, find it, watch it.

especially as it pertains to domestic work we have a problem

I'm curious though, given that the take in the role of feminism,

seeing that as actual work because Housewives don't get paid

we're really just tapping into an existing debate, but that was

right and so however this is the deal is that amended the

highlighted at the VMA's when she slid across the words

domestic work we would see very quickly that not only is

feminism. Right? And the TEDx speech was playing in the

domestic work hard but it's at least two jobs if not three jobs

background, as it is in her song. What was your thoughts on that?

wrapped all into one ok so first cleaning is a job in and of itself

I made him watch it by the way.

especially if you have kids dishes are a never ending story right
while taking care of the children is a job also in and of itself if you
actually interact with your kids rather than you know let them
watch TV while you play video games all day okay so while the
woman is doing at least two jobs the while the man goes to work

BRUCE: Yeah, oh my goodness. I, you know, when every
semester, when I start oﬀ in class and start talking about sexuality
I do ask my students, just in general, like "how many of you
identify as a feminist?" And there's always like maybe two
people, two, maybe three students that identify, but then I tell
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them and share with them the definition of feminism, which is

because of the hyper sexual content of what she was doing up

what she had playing in her video, which is you know, feminism is

there. And so that was really diﬃcult for me, and like I said "I'm

the political, social and economic equality of women and after I

gonna own it" and look I have my PhD and all of this, and so if I'm

show them that definition, and then I ask them again "are you a

having a diﬃculty with what I do and how I interpret things. And

feminist?" And then now, three quarters of the class has their

then it was also in the content that you were saying, "Bruce,

hand up. And what I want to speak to, is just this, look, I'm gonna

watch this", it's all like you know, with all of that, I still boom!

be real about this, the image that she gave was incredibly

Became the object part of my brain, is firing oﬀ, and this is like "I

complex, and I'm not going to say that she is not a feminist, or is

don't, I wonder what everybody else was doing at that time".

she a feminist, or whatever. What I want to say though, is that the
way that she wrapped that up, it was very, it could be very
confusing the image that you finally get. Because when she's
talking about the political economic equality of women and she's
wrapping it in this hyper sexual space, this is something that that
really makes me as a sociologist, as a father, as a man, as a, you
know, someone who claims to be a feminist myself, that it's a
really complex message that you're sending. And to do this as an
art piece I get, also you know, she doesn't need to explain what
she's doing, she's just doing it, and this is art, but for the rest of
us, and I'm gonna own this straight up. When I saw this part of it,
because I didn't know that she was gonna do any of that in the
beginning, and so, I was just receiving it in regards to just her
performance, and so when I saw this, when I saw her outfit, all
that fired oﬀ in my brain was the object part of my brain. Like,
this...if you need help with that one, refer to the video about the
bikinis thing and talk, when you're talking, if you're trying to figure
out where I'm going with that, but for real, I couldn't pry, I really
had a hard time processing just that imagery because like I said,

ANT: And one thing for me, just tapping into this debate, thinking
about it, two authors come to mind, Audrey Lord and "The Uses
of the Erotic" right? Where, reclaiming of sexuality is extremely
vital and important to not just a feminist movement, but just to the
overall project of understanding women as equal bodies, right?
Females and visual bodies and people who I do not identify as
man, or woman, for that matter, right? The reclaiming of sexuality,
the use of sexuality, performing sexuality, I'm totally am NOT of
the mind to say that "that has no place in the feminist discussion"
or that, or you know, sexual performances and, or such, are just,
our objects or have no place, or just re-creating the entire sexist
system. But the other author that comes to mind is bell hooks,
and one thing that she always stresses is, it's patriarchy, racist,
capitalist, white supremacy. These things all go together, and to
just reclaim the feminist space in one regard, and to me in
Beyonce's performance, but it also intent, makes more intents the
capitalist structure, right? And to the point, where yes, you can
now be selling a brand of feminism through hypersexuality, that
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even if it is, or is not feminist, is not conducive towards helping
my daughter, helping your daughter feel more empowered and

Movie 1.9 What saying, “I am not a Feminist” really means
- The Huﬃngton Post

more able to be equal and compete fairly and justly in these

Feminism has become something of a dirty word in certain circles

United States. You know , and to be fair, she was trying to present

lately a lot of high-profile women like shailene Woodley Meryl

an image of the complexity of the human spirit, if you would.

Streep and Marion Cotillard have gone on record saying they are

BRUCE: Absolutely!

not feminists there's even a group called a woman against

ANT: She was saying that you know, she showed parts where she
was a mother, she showed parts where she was a husband, or
excuse me, where she was a wife, and a corporation person, but
if you're going to do that and then she showed the sexuality part,
and you know, the sexual part, but the sexual part just, I mean
out of the 15 minutes they had been about at least 10 to 12
minutes of the sexual part and then little bits of the other stuﬀ.
And it's like look, to present this complex image, you gotta give
equal time. It's like, you gotta really, I would argue that you have
to give more equal time in order for people to really catch the
message vs. you selling some vs. you selling something, and
really being behind the statement that you were seemingly
making in that space.
BRUCE: Absolutely.
ANT: Would your wife let you go to a Beyonce concert?
BRUCE: Oh hell no. *laughs*

feminism but what are these women really saying when they
declare they aren't feminists what they think they're saying is I
don't hate men I love men I don't think women are better than
men I'm not that kind of woman you know the crazy bra burning
feminazi see kind Im a cool woman I don't want to put women
above men for anyone who needs a refresher this is what
feminism means at its core feminist a person who believes in the
social political and economic equality of the sexes hating men
and being a feminist are actually not connected at all not even a
little bit feminism is about equality of the sexes right now one sex
has a lot more power than the other men are not systematically
oppressed based on their gender and that's a fact but women are
and that's a fact too so if you believe any of the following
reproductive rights equal pay for equal work seeing diverse
bodies ethnicities and gender expressions on screen and in
magazines providing education to 62 million girls who don't have
access to it ending sexual violence having women in government
having women CEOs you know basic gender equality surprise!
you're probably a feminists feel free to identify or not identify any
way you want but if you say you're not a feminist at least
understand what the term actually mean and if you think that
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you're humanist ziba we gotta go we just don't have time for this

BRUCE: Yeah, you know what this really to me, presents a real

today.

kink in the machinery, or it actually presents like two sides of the

Movie 1.10 Bikinis by Strange Fruit Sociology

equation that we really need to work through as a society. Is that,
if this is biological, if this is, what we need to figure out is whether

BRUCE: What happens to a man's brain when he views a woman

we can socialize ourselves out of it, or whether this is something

in a bikini? That was a research question that someone asked

that's just locked in and we cannot do anything about this. You

and yeah, we gonna talk about that right now.

know, there's certain things, you know in our genetic code our

ANT: Yeah, normally how I would find that out is I would ask a
bunch of guys what they think, and I would write it down. And I'd
code it.

instincts and what not, that we, I'm not going to say that we
"can't change it", but it's like, it would be very hard to change,
and we would have to be purposeful in how we try to change
things, but this is, right, it's like a because if men are viewing

BRUCE: Qualitative measures. Qualitative measures, yes.

scantily clad women as objects then I don't want to jump into the

Completely valid scientific methods.

ship of where people are automatically well what that means is

ANT: Completely valid, but even more impressive is that a group

that women should cover up more or whatever, don't, please do

of folks had decided to measure the brain scans of men as they

not misunderstand me. My wife is very modest, I'm going to train

see women in bikinis and what they found was that the portion of

my daughter, you know, tell, train my daughter...I'm gonna tell my

the brain that lights up is the portion that's associated with using

daughter, not train my daughter, to be very modest, I'm going to

tools, right? Which, really translates into this *haha* self-

own this one *laughs*. And whatnot, and say you know, and to

gratification, this is what this is for me, type of thing.

have her be modest and yet at the same time, I don't want like I

BRUCE: Women are objects.

said, I don't want people automatically saying well then, that
means that if a woman is dressed that way, that she's trying to

ANT: And that's the ultimate conclusion of the project, which is

achieve a particular objective or to be that, she's objectifying

that men physically view women as objects. In this sort of, it

herself. And it's like yo, there's a lot of diﬀerent ways to measure

certainly adds credibility and evidence to what folks have been

this and in thinking about this and that's not like I said,

saying for a long time about women being objectified. But it also

automatically the route I want to go to, what I want to go to

now that we see it here is biological, that sort of complicates it

though, like I said, is to understand that if this is biological, that

and you were talking about that earlier.

we are going to have to work really hard in order to try to change
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this behavior that's what we need to do, or we need to figure out

types of media, diﬀerent types of conversations, so we can stop

like I said, if it's something that we even want to try to change up

that and then change the biological method, right? Pavlov's dogs,

and what not, and then what was that process even look like?

we are aware that socialization can change our bodies, and who

Because I really, because they only did this in the United States

we are and what we do. So can we do that or is this something

right, like they only did in the United States, so to me, the real big

that's extremely locked in? Because we know there are biological

measure, is to do this in the country that's like a hunter-gatherer

diﬀerences, even as sociologists, we know there are biological

society where the women basically walk around naked or not,

diﬀerences. And when we talk about sex, we know that those

because I don't even think the French Riviera would even do it

biological diﬀerences can play out quite diﬀerently.

like topless women and what not, I mean like straight-up that
women, not only, because even in that like the French Riviera,

BRUCE: Absolutely.

they're probably, the woman are probably not using their bodies

ANT: Either way, it is no excuse that whether our brains fire up for

the way that they're like the breast as actual like breastfeeding

tools, that we actually treat and behave and engage with, as men,

and stuﬀ like that.

engage with woman as female, with females, as tools. Yeah. It's

ANT: Well, and men aren't exposed to, their exposed to bikinis
quite diﬀerently, even for men who wear, so it's still a bikini. Even
if it's. It's the bikini part of it too, and that's one of the questions,

funny, you said "train your daughter", I'm certainly going to be
careful and aware and cautious, just the thought of this already
freaks me out. Oh God *laughs*

for me I sort of agree with you, but I kind of go to a diﬀerent part.

BRUCE: But I mean, but you can't ignore both sides of the

Which is, is this a new socialization, has this happened within the

equation though. Like I said, I don't want to rush into one side of

past 100 years, 50 years, 60 years, in the rise of the bikini the

the equation, but please also don't, you know, understand I hate

United States, and in that culture, or is this something that, when

saying it quite like this, but I understand women, that this is what

the rise of the bikini happened, did that tap into something that

happens and we as men, we need to, we as a society, we as

was already there? Biologically, from wherever, 300 years, 3,000

men, and we as a society, we need to all deal with this because

years, however we want to mark it, it makes a diﬀerence. If we

this is either socialized, or genetic, or however this goes, but we

can be, if we have been socialized into this, rather than re-

need to really work this one out, and so while working that out

socialized, and changed our body. If that's the case, then we can

you know I don't even know what the...

then change it again, right? And then we need to look to diﬀerent

ANT: And understand men, it is not an excuse.
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BRUCE: It's not, it is definitely not an excuse to come up to my

graduation get married give birth when the prescribed

daughter or my wife like that.

testosterone started taking eﬀect my body stops producing the

ANT: I don't care what side of your brain it is, I got some fire for
ya *laughs*
Movie 1.11 Poetry in Praxis
A Letter to the Girl I Used to Be by Ethan Smith

potential for new life every month I thought about your children
how I wanted them too I let a doctor remove your breasts so that i
could stand up straighter now even if if I somehow had those
children i wouldn't be able to nourish them my body is obsolete
scarred cosmetic but never see section I was four days late they
will never be grandparents I was one week later will never hold

a letter to the girl to be dear Emily everytime i watch baseball a

their lovers sleeping figure i was eleven days late they will never

voice I no longer recognize whispers Ethan do you remember

breathe in a sunset in a sunrise in the same night i was two weeks

when you're gonna be the first girl to play in the major leagues

late they will never learn to jump rope i was three weeks late they

seattle mariners rally cap but to be honest Emily I don't dad told

will never shall watch mommy watch me on the slide i was two

me that like it was someone else's bedtime story but I do know

months late a piece of us will never wrap their arms around our

you had that drive didn't let anyone tell you to wear shorts above

leg for comfort just to keep them from falling down and I am sorry

your knees didn't care of boys thought your hair fell on your

that this process is so slow and all you can do is wonder if you

shoulders just right but with girls sleepovers meant the space

ever had a place you did you still do don't forget that yours Ethan

between your shoulder and hers was a six-inch fatal territory the

PS i never hated you

year you turned 11 was the first time you said out loud that you
didn't want to live anymore in therapy you said you wouldn't

Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis

make it to 21 on my 21st birthday I thought about you you were

Dear Straight People by Denice Frohman

right at 19 you started to fade I tried to cross you out like a line in
my memoir I wished I could erase completely and maybe I'm
misunderstanding the definition of death but even though parts of
you still exist you are not here most of my friends have never
heard your name until now I've been trying to write this letter for
six months I still can't decide if it should be an apology or not but
now you will never hear Emily Smith announced at a college

Dear Straight People, Who do you think you are? Do you have to
make it so obvious that I make you uncomfortable? Why do I
make you uncomfortable? Do you know that makes me
ucomfortable? Now we’re both uncomfortable.
Dear Straight People, You’re the reason we stay in the closet.
You’re the reason we even have a closet. I don’t like closets, but
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you made the living room an unshared space

what happened to Jorge Mercado? Sakia Gunn? Lawrence King?

and now I’m feeling like a guest in my own house.

What happened to the souls alienated in between too many high

Dear Straight People, Sexuality and gender? Two diﬀerent things

school walls, who planned the angels of their deaths in math

combined in many diﬀerent ways. If you mismatch your socks,

class, who imagined their funerals as ticker-tape parades,

you understand.

who thought the afterlife was more like an after party. Did you

Dear Hip-Hop, Why are you fascinated with discovering gay

notice that hate is alive and well in too many lunch rooms, taught

rappers? Gay people rap. Just like gay people ride bikes and eat

in the silence of too many teachers, passed down like second

tofu.

hand clothing from too many parents.

Dear Straight People, I don’t think God has a sexual orientation,

Dear Queer Young Girl, I see you. You don’t want them to see you

but if she were straight, she’d be a dope ally. Why else would she

so you change the pronouns in your love poems to “him” instead

invent rainbows?

of “her.” I used to do that.

D e a r S t r a i g h t Wo m e n , I m e a n , “ S t r a i g h t Wo m e n . ”

Dear Straight People, You make young poets make bad edits.

Leave me the fuck alone!

Dear Straight People, Kissing my girlfriend in public without

Dear Straight Men, If I’m flirting with you, it’s because I think it’s

looking to see who’s around is a luxury I do not fully have yet. But

funny. Just laugh.

tonight, I am drunk in my freedom, grab her hand on the busiest

Dear Straight People, I’m tired of proving that my love is

street in Philadelphia, zip my fingers into hers and press our lips

authentic. So I’m calling for reparations. When did you realize you

firmly, until we melt their stares into a standing ovation, imagine

were straight? Who taught you? Did it happen because your

that we are in a sea of smiling faces, even when we’re not and

parents are divorced? Did it happen because your parents are not

when we’re not, we start shoveling, digging deep into each

divorced? Did it happen because you sniﬀed too much glue in 5th

other’s eyes we say, “Hey Baby, can’t nothing stop this tonight”

grade?

because tonight, this world is broken and we’re the only thing

Dear Straight People, Why do you have to stare at me when I’m

that’s going to keep it together.

holding my girlfriend’s hand like I’m about to rob you?
Dear Straight People, You make me want to fuckin’ rob you!
Dear Straight Allies, thank you, more please!
Dear Straight Bullies, You’re right. We don’t have the same
values. You kill everything that’s diﬀerent. I preserve it. Tell me,
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 9

Race and
Ethnicity

Section 1

What is Race?
Movie 1.1 - Colorblind by Ant Black

Is Race biological?
Most people, regardless of culture or nationality, would confidently state that they
know what race a person is just by looking at them. Society teaches us that race
is a set of biological markers that have developed over thousands of years of
isolation and genetically separate one group from another. isolation. Because of
this, we are conditioned to believe that Black people have dark skin, White people
have very light skin, and that even though many Asians have light skin, they are
part of a diﬀerent racial group because of their almond-shaped eyes. Because of
this, we are conditioned to believe that black people have dark skin, white people
have very light skin, and that even though many Asians have very light skin they
are part of a diﬀerent racial group because of their almond-shaped eyes.

1) https://youtu.be/w5idLwJqfT4 - Video
2) What does the poem suggest about the colorblind approach
of solving race and ethnic relations?
3) What larger social factors does he speak about in his poem
that help illustrate his point?

If this is true, that race is biologically based, then are people of Irish decent
considered White in the United States?

The correct answer depends on what

period you are in. According to David Roediger, author of Wages of Whiteness,
back in the 1800’s when Irish people were first migrating to the United States they

4) What are some of the metaphors, similes and imagery that
he uses to help you understand his perspective?

were NOT considered white.

Although their oppression was not uniformly

5) What is the poet suggesting is the solution?

Asians, the Irish were discriminated against in the workplace, they were

6) What do you think would help race and ethnic relations in the
United States?

segregated into ethnic enclaves and were subjected to public ridicule and mass

institutionalized like that of African captives, Native Americans and later with
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violence. If this is the case, then why do we consider Irish people
white today?

The long answer to these questions could be found in a race and

If this scenario has peaked your interest, I have some other
questions.

What is Race? What is Ethnicity?

ethnic relations course, but you are reading an introduction to

Why do we find

people of Jewish heritage white in

sociology textbook, so I must give

Gallery 1.1 What are their races?

you a shorter answer. The short

the United States when most

answer to all of these questions is

other European and/or European-

that race is socially constructed,

influenced countries do not

not biologically determined, and

consider them white at all? What

conditions us to believe that

if I told you that many people that

genetic diﬀerences between

are considered black in the United

particular groups of people exist

States would not be considered

a n d t h a t t h e s e d i ﬀe re n c e s

black in many Latin American

somehow dictate key attitudes,

countries? What if I told you that

aptitudes, and behaviors of each

most people from Asian countries

grouping. In other words, we are

do not consider themselves Asian

taught the important racial groups

at all, but refer to themselves as

within the area that we live in and

Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, etc.?

how to recognize those groups of

So, if what we find biologically

people visually and culturally. We

obvious to us in the United States

then use these racial groupings to

is not so obvious to people in

From left to right: Man, Girl, Boy #1 (top), Boy #2 Bottom

distribute power and privilege

other countries, then how can we

t h r o u g h o u t s o c i e t y.

be sure that race is biological in

construction is the plain and

nature at all?

This

straightforward truth and the reason why race is a metaphor for
power. We are all part of just one real race, and that is the human
race. Therefore, to break down people into indistinct, biologically
3

false and completely arbitrary categories can only make sense if

ethnicity of black along with being Haitian, Kenyan, Jamaican,

we understand that race was created for the purpose of

etc.

distributing power and privilege in a given society (View Movie

Three basic distinctions

1.2)
So what about ethnicity?

Many

between race and ethnicity

Movie 1.2 Is Race Biological?

To clarify these concepts, let

people consider race and ethnicity to

us examine three basic

be the same thing, even to the point

diﬀerences between racial

where most use these words
interchangeably.

groups and ethnic groups:

However, these

concepts are diﬀerent within the
context of sociology.

1) Racial groups are broad

Although

groupings of people, while

ethnicity can also be socially
constructed, ethnic groups are far
more likely to be self-aﬃrmed
because of a shared history and
share statistically demonstrable
cultural commonalities, norms, and
practices.

An example of the

d i ﬀe r e n c e b e t w e e n r a c e a n d
ethnicity is that racial groups are a

ethnic groups are more
1) https://youtu.be/x-v8QuGqtOo - Video
2) Refer to the photos on the previous page and reflect on what races
you guessed the people to be
3) In this case, if the father is Black and Japanese and his wife is
Mexican/Filipina/Irish then what “race” are his children?
4) If race is supposed to be biological, then reflect on how you deduced
their race? Is this what you always do?
5) What is the main point of the author is trying to make? Do you believe
him?

s p e c i fic – R a c i a l g ro u p s
i n c l u d e m a n y d i ﬀe r e n t
ethnicities within them. Racial
categories often group
ethnicities together that do not
consider themselves the same
to each other.

Although we

would group J a p a n e s e a n d

bigger umbrella category, while there

Chinese people together as

are many diﬀerent ethnicities under

Asian in the United States,

that racial umbrella. In other words, you could be white, but of

these two ethnic groups do not see themselves as similar in

Irish or Italian or English decent. You could also be a mixture of

any way whatsoever. In fact, these two groups have hundreds

any, or all, of those ethnicities and still be considered white in the

of years of history where one group has actively tried to

US.

You could be black racially, but African American is an
4

conquer the other group, much like Israel and Palestine and the

American is an ethnic group with distinct cultural beliefs,

Hutu’s and the Tutsi’s. (View Movie 1.3)

practices, and norms that we follow.

2) Racial groups are taught to us as
biologically distinct groupings,
while ethnic groups are based on
shared cultural

3)Racial groups are forced

Movie 1.3 Handy Manny (Mexican American) versus
Bob the Builder (European American)

groupings, while ethnic groups
are

self-aﬃrmed – People

characteristics

in an ethnic group usually can

– Although race is not biologically

identify others within the same

determined, we are taught that

group because they often

Asian, black, Native American and

share the same language,

white people are biologically very

similar belief systems (e.g.

similar to each other when this is

religion), and comparable

not what research has

styles of dressing.

demonstrated.

What scientist

such diverse groups of people

have found is that there is more

to identify with one racial

genetic variability within racial

category has historically been

Getting

groupings than there are between

1) https://youtu.be/l4uFgQzh_Kw - Video

done through the use of force

racial groupings. In other words, if

2) What does the author suggest we are socialized to regarding
European Americans

to justify unequal treatment of

person and a white person born

3) What does the author suggest we are socialized to regarding Mexican
Americans

considered inferior to the

and raised in the United States,

4) What other media examples do you know that support this portrayal?

you were comparing a black

they could be more genetically

5) What other media examples do you know that contradict this portray?

similar to each other than that

racial groups that were
dominant group.
it.

Think about

The first African captives

that stepped oﬀ of the slave

same black person and a person born and raised in Zimbabwe

ship did not think of themselves as black. The first Irish people

or that same white person and someone from Sweden. And

that stepped oﬀ of their boat did not think of themselves as

although there are many subcultures in the United States,

white. And Asians continue to fight to be recognized as their
ethnicities rather than lumped together as an indistinguishable
5

whole.

Therefore, race is a grouping that each ethnicity

needed to be socialized into.
What are Minority Groups?
Although a minority group is often racially and/or ethnically
distinct from the dominant group and can be numerically smaller,
this is not their defining characteristic.

A minority group is a

subordinate group that is defined by their overall lack of power to
control their own lives compared to that of the dominant group,
which does not have to be a numerical majority. There are two
groups of people in the United States that come to mind that are
numerically significant but have far less control over their lives
than the dominant group: women and poor people.

Women

represent the numerical majority in the United States, but are
vastly underrepresented in positions of authority, influence, and
power.

The poor, although they are not the majority, greatly

outnumber the rich and wealthy in our country and yet have
minimal control of their day-to-day lives compared to the
dominant group.
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Section 2

The Function of Race
that people should all be the same to each other, could

How does Race and Ethnicity Function?

come to the United States and begin to value our concept

Functionalist focus on the process involved regarding how
diﬀering racial/ethnic groups interact.

of individuality.

One of the clearest

models illustrating this process is Robert Merton’s race relations

2)

Structural Assimilation – is where a cultural group begins

cycle, which suggests that when two diﬀerent groups of people

to be physically incorporated into the living and working

interact with each other, they first compete for scarce resources.

spaces of another ethnic group. And example of this

Competition between these groups frequently develops into

would be a person from Italy first moving to “Little Italy” in

conflict. After this phase, one group begins to accommodate the

San Diego or a person from China moving into “Chinatown”

other group’s needs.

first, but then later move to places that do not have such a

And once accommodations have been

made and stable intergroup relations have been established, then

high concentration of individuals of their particular ethnic

the accommodating group will assimilate the other group’s

group, e.g. a suburban community. The ultimate

practices, norms, and beliefs into its own.

manifestation of structural assimilation is when the two

The process of assimilation, where one ethnic group gradually

diﬀerent ethnic groups intermarry at a significant rate. (View
Movie 1.4)

adopts the culture of another ethnic group, has two basic
aspects:

Functionalists would argue that the assimilation process occurs
through the contact thesis, which suggests that if two cultural

1)

Cultural Assimilation – is where a cultural group learns

groups are brought together and work together in situations

and accepts the beliefs, practices, and norms of another

where their power relationship are considered equal, this will

ethnic group. An example of this would be how a person

allow the two groups to see themselves as equal.

from Japan who was born and raised with the cultural norm

example of this occurs in the movie American History X.

A good
The
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Movie 1.4 Current Reality of Segregation

Waves of Immigration
Theories of racial and ethnic group dynamics developed in the
United States due to the vast number of immigrants that have
migrated here and because immigrants form the foundation of the
who we are as a nation.

The first wave (the early 1800’s)

consisted mainly of people of English, Irish and German heritage
primarily due to numerous opportunities to own land and get a
fresh start in life.

However, these opportunities to gain wealth

were not extended to Native Americans and African captives.
The second wave (late 1800’s-early 1900’s) comprised of mainly
eastern and southern Europeans, e.g. Russians and Italians and
was primarily due to massive job opportunities because of the
1) https://youtu.be/h0CxryD86TY - Video

Industrial Revolution which converted large numbers of farmers

2) What is the main point of this video?

into factory workers. Again, this chance to earn income was not

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

fairly given to black, Asian people nor those of Mexican heritage.

4) Can you think of any other areas that you think are still
segregated today? Why do you think this is the case? Explain.

In 1965, immigration policy radically shifted and caused a third
wave (1965-present) of mainly Latinos and Asians.

The 1965

main character is a Neo-Nazi and goes to prison and works side-

Immigration Act eliminated regional quotas and made

by-side with an African American and they become best friends.

immigration accessible to most countries outside of Europe. In

Contact thesis would suggest that because these two people

other words, past immigration policy privileged European

worked together in equal social situations this allowed them to

immigrants by allowing those ethnicities to come over in far

believe that they were equal to each other.

greater numbers than other nations, e.g. Japan, China, Mexico,
and Nigeria.

This shift in immigration policy made immigration

more accessible to the middle and upper classes of these
societies rather than the tired, poor huddled masses that
8

traditionally came from Europe.

Therefore many of the

economically disadvantaged people from third wave countries

eating Italian, Japanese, and Mexican food is so desirable? (View
Movie 1.5)

find it increasingly diﬃcult to migrate legally to the United States.
The End Point of the Assimilation Process
A point of much debate is what is the endpoint of the assimilation
process?

Traditionally in the United States, we have operated

under the idea of the Melting Pot, or more correctly

Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis
Lessons on Being an African Immigrant in America by
FreeQuency

amalgamation, which is the process through which two groups,
usually a majority group and a minority group, combine to form a
new group.

This metaphor would suggest that people of all

diﬀerent races, ethnicities, and nationalities would come together
and intermarry to the point where their cultural characteristics are
no longer recognized. A good example of this model would be
how the numerous ethnicities of Europe became white people in
the United States. However, many multiculturalist argue that the
United States should try to achieve a Salad Bowl regarding their

1) https://youtu.be/0q01bob61F8 - Video

various ethnicities, or pluralism, which suggests a mutual respect

2) What is the poem about?

for one another’s cultures among the various groups in a society
and allows minorities to express their own cultures without
experiencing prejudice. The desire for pluralism emerged out of
research that uncovered that the assimilation process ends with

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

Anglo-conformity, which is the process where people from
various ethnic groups give up their cultural identity, practices and
social norms to adhere to the values of Anglo-Americans.
Simplistically put, why create an American way of cooking when
9

Section 3

Race as Power
How Does Power Aﬀect Race and Ethnic Relationships?

against another group. The next step in this process is to create
an ideology, a belief system

Questioning the endpoint of the
assimilation process requires a

Movie 1.6 Ponds - White Beauty India

person to look at the relationships
between groups.

that is culturally, socially and
structurally enforced to justify
the oppression of certain

Conflict theorist

groups of people in order to

would view racial categories within

privilege another group of

the context of power, and they make

people. Hegemony describes

us remember that these groups are

how people in power manage

created and not naturally occurring.

the ideologies of their society

So if these categories are created,

through social institutions and

what is the purpose of their creation?

other social forces, even to

(View Movie 1.6)

the point of giving perceived

Racial categories are created to

concessions to the

distribute power, wealth and other

subordinate group, in order to

valued resources in a particular
society.

The beginning step in this

process is when one group develops
a prejudice, a negative attitude
t o w a rd s a n y c u l t u r a l l y a n d / o r
physically distinct group of people,

1) https://youtu.be/xgx6xrc0gBs - Video

maintain its control within a

2) What is the main point of this video?

given society.

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

Racism is the ideology that

4) Look for similar commercials in other countries. What did you
find? Explain.

one racial group is superior to
all other racial groups.

What
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is practiced in the United States and worldwide, even in countries

class relationships, but can often have divergent and even

that have darker-skinned populations, is the notion of white

contradictory goals. (View Movie 1.7)

supremacy, which is the belief that white people and people with
lighter skin are superior to darker skinned people (For more on

Two examples of racial formations theory would be the Irish and
African captives in the United

this read The World is a Ghetto, by

States. CREATION – When the

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis

Howard Winant).
Theories within the Conflict

Brown Boy White House by Amir Safi

Irish first migrated to the US
they were a separate racial
category that was distinctly

Perspective

nonwhite.

Since people of

Many sociologists explain race and

English heritage were the ruling

ethnic relations with exploitation

class in the United States, the

theory, which views racial

categorization of Irish as

subordination in the United States as

nonwhite had much to do with

a manifestation of the class system

the history of violence that

inherent in capitalism.

occurred between these two

In other

words, racism is only a function of
class relationships, and if we
somehow fix class relationships, we
will end racism.

However racial

formation theory formulated by
Michael Omi and Howard Winant
understands race and racism as a
sociohistorical process in which

groups.
1) https://youtu.be/mr0IVQ4b9TE - Video
2) What is the poem about?
2) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
3) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
4) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

racial categories are created, inhabited, transformed, and

INHABITED – The

Irish faced prejudice, job
discrimination, segregation
and mass violence as a result
of their nonwhite status.
TRANSFORMED – Three major
events caused the Irish race to
transform into white: the Civil
War, the political mobilization

This process recognizes race as having its own

of the Irish and the Industrial Revolution. Because of the North’s

social, historical and economic realities that can coincide with

need for troops during the Civil War, the North allowed the men

destroyed.
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from Ireland to become citizens, a status that was not widely

would be considered black. Therefore, the category of slave was

aﬀorded to Native Americans and African captives. The Irish then

transformed not by name, but by including multiracial people of

politically mobilized to end many of the practices that

black/white heritage within its definition.

discriminated against them and became influential on a local,

North’s victory in the Civil War and the Emancipation

state and even national level. The Industrial Revolution allowed

Proclamation (along with a lot of other social forces) essentially

the Irish to establish themselves firmly within the ranks of the

ended the institution of slavery. Although the term slave was no

working class. DESTROYED – Through the needs of hegemony,

longer used, the term Colored was created, and people that were

the category of Irish was destroyed as a racial group, but is still a

designated as such were segregated, subjected to subhuman

significant ethnic group in the United States, especially in the

working conditions, strategically impoverished and systematically

northeast region of our nation.

brutalized and lynched.

DESTROYED – The

Another example of the racial formations process is the
experience of African captives.

CREATION – African captives

were brought over to the United States, and were designated as
slaves. Although there were white people who were indentured
servants, the term slave was used almost exclusively to refer to
African captives.

INHABITED – Because of their non-white

designation, African captives were subjected to chattel slavery
and were considered only three-fifths of a person within the
Constitution.

They were worked tirelessly, they were beaten,

brutalized, raped and many were murdered for insubordination.
TRANSFORMED – The raping of captive African women created a
large Black/white multiracial population, which put the status of
these children into question. If they were considered white, then
the laws of the land dictated that they should be free citizens.
However, hegemonic forces at the time created the “one drop
rule,” which stated that a person with any black African ancestry
12

Section 4

Individual and Institutional Discrimination
Individual and Institutional Discrimination
After racism is established this will lead to discrimination, which

person a nigger was often the precursor to grave acts against
these groups that still occur to this day. (View Movie 1.9)

is the act of denying people equal rights based on preexisting
social groupings. Discrimination manifests itself on an individual

Movie 1.8 Hate Crimes, racism reported post election

and institutional level, but with diﬀerent applications.
Individual discrimination – is an individual denying people equal
rights based on preexisting social groupings.
1. Hate Speech – is the use of specific words and/or phrases to
purposefully dehumanize, disrespect and disenfranchise the
group that is being referred to. These words are historically
established and have had serious social, political and
economic consequences for the group that is being
referenced. Calling a person of Irish heritage a “paddy” had
severe enough social implications in the early 1800’s that
police oﬃcers used to call the wagons that they used to make
mass arrests paddy wagons.

Calling a person of Japanese

heritage a nip or a Vietnamese person Charlie were terms that
were developed within the context of war. Calling a woman a
bitch, a gay male a fag, a lesbian woman a dike or a black

1) https://youtu.be/ubusQMA3TgU - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) What are some other hate crimes that you know about? Why do
you know about them? Explain.
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2. Hate Crimes – are acts of vandalism and/or violence

3. Stereotypes – are gross over-generalizations of a particular

that can be specifically tied to a historically oppressed group of

group of people that are used to artificially restrict them to

people.

Breaking into a Jewish synagogue and vandalizing

specific activities and are used to justify social inequality. (View

their property is not considered a hate crime. An example of a

Movie 1.9) Although I would always caution someone to not

hate crime would be breaking
into a Jewish synagogue and
spray painting a bunch of
swastikas on the walls.

The

speak in absolutes, saying things
like Japanese people eat rice,

Movie 1.9 Poerty in Praxis

Mexicans tend to have bigger

F**K YOU by Yellow Rage

families, and African Americans

reason for this is because this

have rhythm are cultural norms

symbol has social and

that each particular ethnic group

historical significance to the

values and is socially and/or

group that is being oppressed

statistically demonstrable.

and

suggests that the

However, if you say that Japanese

primary motivation for this

people eat a lot of rice, therefore

criminal act was to intimidate

they should work at Panda

and terrorize that particular

Express, now you are crossing

group of people.

over into the world of stereotypes.

A bunch of

people jumping into a pick-up

1) https://youtu.be/eXSyP545gtc - Video

In other words, generalizing

truck and going into a

2) What is the poem about?

behaviors to a particular group of

homosexual community and
beating someone up is not
necessarily a hate crime.

A

bunch of people jumping into a

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

pick-up truck and going into a

people is not automatically
considered a stereotype.

It is

when people act on that particular
behavior in a manner that
institutes and/or perpetuate

homosexual community and beating someone up, while

discrimination that makes a generalization a stereotype.

screaming hateful things like, “Kill that fag!” would be

Generalizations are the foundation of all stereotypes, but not all

considered a hate crime.

generalizations are stereotypes.
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Let me give you another example. I have a 25-year-old son, who

good at math. Although this does not seem too oﬀensive, say

is racially classified as white, who plays bass guitar for extreme

that to the Asian person that is NOT good at math, and you may

metal bands. (Technically, he is my stepson, but I raised him, and

get a very diﬀerent reaction. (View Movie 1.10)

he calls me dad, so he is MY son).

Although he is incredibly

gifted, he has noticed that many
of the top bass guitar players
currently and historically have
been African Americans.

This

pattern is NOT a stereotype and

So this is a stereotype because it artificially limits people of Asian

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Stereotypes by Rudy Francisco, Joe Limer, and Bennie
Villanafana

values people that are

significance to African Americans.

mathematically inclined, we firmly

However, when a Black person is

believe that people who are good

a musician, and you automatically

at math do not communicate to

assume that they play the bass

restricting black people and their
abilities.
Although everyone to some

with serious social consequences.

quickly that although society

the bass guitar is of major cultural

because you are artificially

math in the United States comes

Hunting, you would find out very

statistically demonstrable fact and

into the world of stereotypes

not realize is that being good at

Beautiful Mind and Good Will

This pattern is a

guitar, now we are edging over

Secondly, what we do

If you watch movies like, A

noticing this does not make him
racist.

heritage.

1) https://youtu.be/Zv4h0k563qw - Video

others very eﬀectively.

In other

words, math people are nerds.

2) What is the poem about?

They are good at math, but they

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

are not good at socializing with

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

people. So if Asians are good at

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

math, we also do not consider

degree does what I just

them good at communicating with
others.

described, discriminatory practices can also be connected to
what many may consider a positive stereotype, e.g. Asians are
15

Lastly, understanding this connection sets the stage for

did research at this college and found that this prejudice is

discrimination to occur. Statistically what we find is that Asians

pervasive amongst the faculty and that there is a statistically

are overrepresented in math and science-based fields but since

demonstrable outcome to these behaviors, i.e. lower grades

these are jobs that people respect and that are paid well no one is

for Chicano/Latino students than white students, we then have a

trained to see the other side of this stereotype, and that is the

case for institutional discrimination. Although tons of research

lack of Asians in leadership positions.

supports the fact that race-based institutional discrimination

Although Asians are no

longer a protected group regarding college admissions under
aﬃrmative action, they are still protected regarding promotions
into leadership/management positions.

Therefore, even though

exists, I will only touch on a few here:
1.

Racial Profiling – is any police-initiated action based on
race, ethnicity, or national origin rather than on a person’s

Asians being good at math seems like a good stereotype, what

behavior. Recent data (2016) collected by the Department of

we find is that it is used to justify keeping people of Asian

Justice (DOJ) shows that people of color, but especially black

heritage out of leadership positions in the United States.

people are more likely to be pulled over by the police than

Institutional discrimination - is when social institutions

white people. In Baltimore, Maryland 95% of the 410 people

systematically deny people equal rights based on preexisting

who where stopped more than ten times in five years were

social groupings as part of their normal day-to-day operations.

black when they only represent about 60% of the population.

The major diﬀerence between individual discrimination and

One African American male in his mid-50s was stopped 30

institutional discrimination is that institutional discrimination can

times in less than four years and none of those stops resulted

be statistically demonstrated to have significant and lasting

in a citation. In Ferguson, Missouri black drivers were more

eﬀects towards an entire group of people, while you generally

than twice as likely to be searched after being stopped as

cannot do this with individual discrimination.

For example, a

white drivers. And in the east precinct of Seattle, Washington

college professor could be intensely prejudiced against students

although people of color represent 33% of the population,

of Chicano/Latino heritage. They could say very negative things

they represented 64% of the street checks.

about this group of students in their class that makes this group
feel very

uncomfortable. Although no one should have to face

this type of negative attitude, this would usually fit in the
category of individual discrimination. However, if someone

2.

Prison sentences - According to the book, The New Jim
Crow by Michelle Alexander people of color receive far
harsher prison sentences than white people for the same
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types of crimes even after controlling for variables such as

segregation) this study demonstrates that past circumstances

number of prior convictions. People of color in general, but

continue to have current and ongoing eﬀects.

black people specifically are more likely to receive the death

most impactful result of past discrimination is that past

penalty, and people who kill white people are more apt to

housing discrimination prevented African Americans from

receive the death penalty
than people who kill people of
color,
3.

owning homes.

Movie 1.11 Email Discrimination by Strange Fruit
Sociology

However, not

owning a home has a
compounding eﬀect. Since white
people were allowed to buy

Racial Wealth Gap - is the

homes, they were more able to

inequality in financial assets,
e.g. real

Maybe the

help their children buy homes and

estate, stock,

pay for their educations because

bonds, etc. held by each

of the equity they accumulated.

racial group. In their research,

(View Movie 1.11)

The Roots of the Widening
Racial Wealth Gap: Explaining

3. Healthcare – again, research

the Black-White Economic

by the Committee on

Divide (2013), by Thomas

Understanding and Eliminating

Shapiro, Tatjana Meschede,
and Sam Osoro they found
that the wealth gap between
white peoples and African
Americans increased from
$85, 000 in 1984 to $236,500
in 2009. Although the history

Racial and Ethnic Disparities in

1) https://youtu.be/vyI53_K5VXk - Video

Health Care, Board of Health

2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of how certain social issues
can show how you and your friends are concerned about very
diﬀerent things? Explain.

of the US is saturated with

Sciences Policy, Institute of
Medicine (2003); demonstrates
that healthcare professionals will
give more comprehensive care to
white people than people of color
with the same health benefits and

examples of how wealth has been siphoned away from

income.

African Americans, (i.e. slavery, Jim Crow laws and

that immigrant women are three times more likely as US-born

The Center for Reproductive Rights (2014) reports
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citizens to lack insurance and that black women are nearly four

I have found that the VAST majority of people do not know and/or

times more likely to die during childbirth than white women.

acknowledge that they are indeed, privileged. (View Movie 1.12)

Although it is easy to focus on the oppression that people of color

In the eﬀort to make up for past discrimination, combined with

face because of institutional

the refusal of many public and

discrimination, it is equally important to

Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis

private businesses to implement

point out that white people in our

White Boy Privilege by Royce Mann

Civil Rights legislation, the US

society experience privilege, an

instituted aﬃrmative action, the

unearned advantage, as a result of past

policy where if two candidates are

and present discrimination.

It is a

equally qualified for a position,

privilege to have a better chance a

then the minority status of an

getting a job.

applicant would be used to break

It is a privilege not to

have to worry about how the police are

the tie.

For example, if a white

going to treat you.

It is a privilege to

male and a black male were

receive good care at a health care

equally qualified for a job,

facility. However, the real challenge of

aﬃrmative action policy would

privilege is that it is hard for the

1) https://youtu.be/g4Q1jZ-LOT0 - Video

dictate that the black male should

privileged group to see that they are

2) What is the poem about?

be hired.

privileged.

connect aﬃrmative action to

everyday white person know that they

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned
about?

received a loan over a person of color?

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

members for jobs, promotions,

How would a white person with a felony

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree
or disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

and educational opportunities.

How would the average

know that they received more callbacks
for a job than a black person without a

felony? Especially, when they are having a hard time finding a job

Many people also

eﬀorts to recruit minority group

This policy was created to try and
make up for centuries of

discrimination towards racial and ethnic groups and women.

anyways? Please do not misunderstand. There are many people
that know that they have privilege and fight hard to protect it, but
18

Section 5

How Race is Taught
How We Learn Race and
Ethnicity

Movie 1.13 Black People Dying in Movies by Dr. Bruce
Hoskins

If the concept of race is not

Black people do not dominate
sports like swimming, baseball,
soccer, hockey, winter sports, and

biologically based then how do
we learn it?

they are more athletic (even though

volleyball to name a few), they are

Learning about

more likely to live in inner cities

race is where symbolic

(even though there are many

interactionist focus not only on

diﬀerent groups that live in those

the meaning of race but how

spaces) and that they listen to hip

race derives its meaning.

In

hop music (even though this genre is

other words, we are socialized

as widely accepted amongst diverse

to know racial categories and

1) https://youtu.be/YmB1X-mLF-Y - Video

taught the attitudes, aptitudes,

2) What are the major categories that the author use to
illustrate his point?

(View Movie 1.13)

3) Are there other TV shows or movies that you can think of
that also fit the authors description? Would you create
other categories? Explain.

The socialization process involved in

behaviors, social circumstances
a n d s t e re o t y p e s t h a t a re
associated with each group.
We are taught through the
media, the education system
and other agents of

4) What does the author suggest is the problem with Black
people dying in movies so much? Do you agree or
disagree? Explain.

socialization that black people
have darker skin (even though they are a wide variety of colors),

groups of people as Rock n’ Roll).

learning about a racial group
becomes apparent when you move
to a diﬀerent part of the country, or
when someone moves into your
neighborhood that is part of a group

that you have not associated with before.

An example of this
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would be someone coming from a mid-western or southern state

Mexican. People of Black/Asian heritage also had others speak

to Oceanside, California (about a half hour north of San Diego)

Spanish to them, but mainly on the east coast where there is a

and interacting with a group of people called “Samoans.” If you

greater diversity of Spanish-speaking people.

have not interacted with many Pacific Islanders, then you would

were culturally part of another group, a multiracial person

start with what you know to try and figure this group out.

phenotype plays a significant role in identity formation.

Are

they Mexican? Are they Hawaiian? What do they eat? Where do
they come from? Where is that? Why are they here? These are
all legitimate questions that people will ask themselves and
others to try and place this group racially.
Multiracial identity formation
Another place where the socialization process regarding race
becomes clear is how a person of multiracial heritage forms a
racial identity.

In my research regarding how people of Asian/

White and Asian/Black heritage experience race (read my book,
Asian American Racial Realities in Black and White for more on
this) three things frequently dictated how they experienced race
regardless of what they thought about themselves: how others

So even if you

My research also revealed that if a person of multiracial heritage
fits the stereotypes of a particular group, they are much more
likely to associate themselves with that racial group.

This

situation happened mainly with people who were of Asian/Black
heritage and how they would develop a stronger Black racial
identity if they were athletic.

Or if they were of Asian/White

heritage and good at math they would develop a stronger Asian
racial identity.

Lastly, if a person was mixed with black in my

research, they normally had to develop some sort of black racial
identity because of individual and institutional discrimination that
happened to them as they interacted with people outside of their
immediate family. (View Movie 1.14)

thought they looked, did they fit the stereotypes of the racial
groups they were comprised of, and if they were mixed with
Black.
I had a person in my study that was of Japanese/White heritage,
who looked White but was born and raised in Japan. So even
though this woman had the heart of a Japanese woman, she was
treated like she was White in all social situations. People spoke
Spanish to people of Filipino/White heritage because they looked
20

Movie 1.14 Poetry in Praxis
Kurumbo by the Professor

1) https://youtu.be/EfdZEtgILsQ - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned
about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree
or disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 6

Summary and Review
Chapter Vocabulary
Race (3)
Ethnicity (4)
Minority Group (6)
Race Relations Cycle (7)
Assimilation (7)
Cultural Assimilation (7)
Structural Assimilation (7)
Contact Thesis(7)
The 1965 Immigration Act (8)
Amalgamation (9)
Pluralism (9)
Anglo-Conformity (9)

***parentheses indicate page number***

Racial Formation Theory (11)
One Drop Rule (12)
Discrimination (13)
Individual Discrimination (13)
Hate Speech (13)
Hate Crimes (14)
Stereotypes (14)
Institutional Discrimination (16)
Racial Profiling (16)
Racial Wealth Gap (16)
Privilege (17)
Aﬃrmative Action (18)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Prejudice (10)
Ideology (10)

Cultural Assimilation

Hegemony (10)

Structural Assimilation

Racism (10)

Individual Discrimination

White Supremacy (11)

Hate Speech

Exploitation Theory (11)

Hate Crimes
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Stereotypes

Critical thinking questions:

Institutional Discrimination
1) Why is it important to understand that race is a social

Bullet-point questions:
1) What are the four stages of the race relations cycle?
2) What are the two types of assimilation?
3) What are the three end points of the assimilation process?
4) Name three ways that institutional discrimination happens in
the US?
Short answer questions:
1) What is the diﬀerence between race, ethnicity and minority
groups and give an example of each?
2) What are the three basic distinctions between race and
ethnicity?
3) When were the three major waves of immigration to the US
and who were the mostly likely nations to come?
4) What is the diﬀerence between prejudice and discrimination

construction and not a biological reality?
2) What do the three sociological perspectives focus on
regarding the concept of race and give an example of each?
3) Do all accents in the US get treated equally? What are some of
the diﬀerences that you have noticed? How could an
understanding of larger social factors help explain these
diﬀerences?
4) Explain how African captives OR the Irish went through the
racial formations process.
5) What are at least two challenges regarding the “colorblind”
approach to addressing racial issues? Explain.
6) How does the concept of privilege aﬀect race relations? What
could we do to address this situation?
7) What are some of the challenges of being multiracial in the
US? How would each sociological perspective approach
multiracial identity formation?

and give and example of each?
5) What is the diﬀerence between individual and institutional
discrimination and give and example of each?
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Section 7

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 - Colorblind by Ant Black
She asked, if we don’t see people in terms of color then we
won’t be racist and stuﬀ right? So I asked, have you ever seen a
tree who’s leaves were the perfect shade of green? Been to a
beach where the blue water was so clear you could see through
to the true existence of God? Have you found a piece of earth
precisely matched to the color of your skin and you knew what it
felt like to be home? We exist in colors. And as diﬀerent as the
rocky shores of Nice it to the desert sand of the Sahara we are all
beautiful. Who doesn’t see textures of clouds when rain falls in
the distance? The petals of flowers from the blades of grass, who
doesn’t see oceans struggle to kiss the shore delicately even
though it has the power to rip land like unwanted poems?
Weeds, are not dandelions growing in your Bermuda grass it is a
green golf course growing in a Las Vegas desert. Litter is not
sunflower seeds on concrete, it is a brown haze loaming over the
San Bernardino basin. Racism in not a black person voting for a
black president who appoints a brown supreme court justice.
Racism is flesh colored band aids that don’t match my flesh, two
aisles of hair products with no activator gel or pink lotion. Racism

is a grocery aisle with kimchi and humus labeled together as
ethnic food. There are people content to reducing robins and
canaries as just birds, sea lions and koalas as just animals, as
people in poverty and primates as just not human.

There are

people who’d ignore the diﬀerence in our skin yet pledge
allegiance to a system that benefits from it. They are conquerors
who occupy land and space for conquering, occupy spaces on
this earth, occupy spaces in our minds. Bible us til paper cuts
bleed our hearts away from the creator. They enslave rainforests
in the same breath as Africans. Rape countries for diamonds and
Cambodian girls for bragging rights without every washing the
grease from their genitalias. They convince us that evolution has
a higher order than equality then write social policies pretending
that all humans are equal. So how can you ever believe that we
are equal when I’ve called myself black even though I am the
color brown, that she called herself brown even though she is the
color tan and that she called herself white even though she is the
color of a milky-ish, creamy-ish, rosey-ish color that you have
never even thought about because you have never been
objectified.

So how can you believe in that colorblind lie?

Racism is a gulf coast oil spill cleaned up with small pox
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blankets. There are no accidents. Colonialism is deforestation by

that that's how you're going to treat him even though his race is

burning and we are the saplings of poison carbon dioxide who

not that? If you saw my daughter you thought that she was

struggle to grown branches without the roots of our fathers. We

Mexican, do you realize that a lot of people are going to walk up

are crops in dust bowl Nebraska. We are gum trees in Indonesia.

to her and speak Spanish to her because they think that she's

We are African and Indian elephants with no tusks who roam the

Mexican? Right, but not in, and then she's gonna probably

countryside molested of our identity. We, are colors of this earth

politely say "Excuse me, I'm sorry but I don't speak Spanish".

with histories and stories that are rich in experience but have not

And then there's people that are going to get upset with that

been told since the continents drifted. She interrupts me mid

because they're gonna be like "Well, what's up with that? Like are

sentence and says, so are you saying that it’s not ok to be

you ashamed of your heritage?" Because this is the deal, is that

colorblind? I said we dream in shades of gray but our reality is full

we often think that we are really good at guessing people's race,

of color.

now most of the time I guess we do. We do identify people's

Movie 1.2 Is Race Biological?

races quote "correctly", but I really want you to think about those
in-between spaces. Because if you do treat someone diﬀerently

Alright, okay so this is about how race is not biological. Now you

because you think they're a diﬀerent race than what they are, that

just got finished seeing the races of my kids right you said are

to me is proved that race is actually a social construction rather

you just got finished seeing a picture of my children, did you

than a biological reality.

guess the races correctly? You saw a picture of my wife, you
know who I am, right? I'm black and Japanese, my wife is
Mexican and like Filipino and a little bit Irish, and the question is,

Movie 1.3 Handy Manny (Mexican American) versus Bob the
Builder (European American)

did you guess my children's race correctly? What you really

Alright so then what content analysis tell us about race and ethnic

should be asking, rather than trying to guess, trying to figure out

relationships in the United States if we were to compare the two

the formula guessing my children raised correctly, is what you

kids shows Handy Manny vs Bob the Builder. Now let's talk about

should be thinking of is, what is race anyway? Okay, now when

Handyman- handy Manny has some very simple tools in this

you're thinking about my children's races, right, if you guess my

toolbox right? He has a screwdriver he has a hammer and he has

middle child, right, the darker skinned boy, if you guessed it was

very curvaceous set of pliers but we'll talk about that more in a

like Indian or something like that, as Asian Indian, do you realize

sex and gender section. With bob the builder, Bob has these
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really sophisticated tools. He has tools that require training for

to be forced to attend Eastside high and more black students

you to use like a bulldozer, a back hoe- things like that. Now with

would be allowed to go to Cleveland and so what some local

Bob he builds really grand things. He builds houses he builds

residents are afraid of is that if we if desegregation is forced than

these elaborate decks, he builds stadiums right? While you get

white people will leave the school for private schools or just move

Handy Manny on the other hand; Handy Manny you will see him

out of the district all together and look this is not a unique case

do for an entire show: changing a light bulb or something as

because although we passed civil rights legislation 62 years ago

sophisticated as adjusting a lock or door handle on someone’s

of the Department of Justice is currently pursuing a hundred

house. And lastly with Handy Manny there’s this white male store

seventy-seven school desegregation cases and so the question

owner that is always belittling Manny. He’s always making him

then is should we continue to fight for complete structural

feel small; he’s downgrading the type of work that Manny does,

assimilation or integration I'm at the risk of losing many white

but Manny- right? He just handles that with a winning smile and

students or keep the current system which means it is going to

always with a helpful heart. With Bob’s character you don’t see

continue to be virtually all black and all burnt brown schools all

any such character. There’s no one hatting on Bob the Builder

throughout the nation now look I know I don't propose solutions

because any fool can see the what Bob’s doing is actually very

very often and for some of you are not often enough but

valuable to our society. So what does that tell us about how we

desegregation is actually easy to fix look all we have to do is just

imagine race and ethnicity in the United States?

throw so many resources at the all black and all brown schools

Movie 1.4 Current Reality of Segregation

that'll just be common sense for white students to want to go
there and look I'm not even trying to disrespect I'm just doing

In Cleveland High School in Mississippi they're battling against

social analysis here because of that exact same logic had worked

segregation but the battle is not to end segregation but they

in Reverse wear all-white schools have tended to have a lot more

actually keep it up at Cleveland High School the student

resources and this created in black and brown communities the

population is forty-five percent black forty-seven percent white

desire to send their students to these schools that have the most

and they believe that they have the perfect combination of black

resources and even knowing that their students are going to be

and white students however at the high school across town east

racial minorities and so if we want to end segregation what we

side the student population is virtually all black and so look if the

need to do is incentivize are going to all black and all brown

ask those of desegregation prevails then why students are going

schools for white students and that will get to see whether white
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people are willing to fight for school that can't aﬀord textbooks or

genocide and I know you may not call it that in this country, but

qualified teachers just saying.

believe me when I say we know what genocide looks like. We

Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis

know what it sounds like, it's white lies telling family that they are
enemies, we are identical twins separated at birth, now strangers.

Lessons on Being an African Immigrant in America by

The hardest thing we will ever learn is how to replant a family tree

FreeQuency

whose fruit's were exploited and whose branches wore nooses.
Six, people ask you if you're upset because you're on your

Lessons on being an African immigrant in America. One, lose your

period, the week all Shabaab attacks a mall in your home country.

accent. People will make fun of the African girl but nobody,

Do not marvel at those who think blood only comes out of holes

nobody fucks with the black girls, even when young we can be so

at the body has formed naturally. Seven, when nearly 300 of your

angry. Two, don't stare at white people. They are not animals in

West Coast kin go missing and Americans claim them as "our

the zoo. Three, when they stare at you like an animal in the zoo,

girls", refrain from asking questions like "why did it take a month

do not be confused, do not bear teeth when they reach out to pet

and a hashtag for them to claim family when it was in the news?"

you, to touch your hair without permission, you are after all, so

or "why weren't the 50 schoolboys attacked by Boharam claimed

exotic, so foreign, so other, some would even call you inhuman.

as our boys too?", instead ask that they do not Kony 2012 these

They will call you alien. They will ask you who called your

two thirty-fourths, the backs of their browsers, that they not be

spaceship to crash-land your brain drain dreams, on to these

the kind of family who only shows up to $12 weddings and

eastern shores, these eastern shores have already landed ships

funerals 7, I mean 8. If you realize you were powerless to stop

from your world when we invaded it, but this is the 21st century

your metamorphosis from the African girl, to the American girl,

and we don't need chains to make slaves of people anymore.

every time you break free from Western cocoon and fly back to

Four, with a name like Muenduh, Kalandu, Katwiwa, the jokes will

your roots, resist the urge to remain Pupa in the silk of stolen

come, do not envy your brother David or blame your mother Lucy,

comforts, confront the turbulence that will shake your flight with

the way their names will smooth oﬀ foreign tongues is proof that

the truth that you are no longer sure which place is foreign and

colonization and assimilation go hand-in-hand. You are your

which is home to you.

grandmother's legacy. Five, when black people tell you, "You
aren't really black", remind them how Amadou Diallo's dead body
looked no diﬀerent than any other black man's and this gradual
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Movie 1.6 Ponds - White Beauty India
These commercials were created by Ponds in India to clearly
state that having lighter skin will make you more attractive. This
supports the idea that white supremacy is taught world wide.
There are no words for this 5 part series of commercials.

conveniently concealed under their shirt. Maybe if people won’t
stare then God won’t either. Growing up in Texas one learns to
practice patience. Practice, repetition, patience, patience makes
perfect. I was made fun of for being Mexican until 9/11. Then it
was Arab or terrorist. I am not Persian. That country no longer
exists. Iranian American is an oxymoron. Muslim American a

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis

paradox. A girl asks me where are you from Amir? I answer I was

Brown Boy White House by Amir Safi

boy approaches me in a high school hallway and says if you were

I once asked my father if it was ok for me to not go to daycare
any more. He smiled and asked why? I still have trouble giving he
straight answers so he watched one day as a group of white
children pulled his son from the monkey bars screaming. I still
have calluses on my hands. I still have a hard time letting things
go. The teachers explained to my father this is how children play.
20 years later this is still how we play. So he pulled me from their
care and he put me in a church where I learned that Jesus still
has calluses on his hands. He still has a hard time letting some
people go. Growing up in Texas one learns to practice patience.
Practice, repetition, patience, patience makes perfect. The best
gift I get for my birthday every year is a telephone call from my
grandmother. I remember walking with her through department
stores as people would stare. I remember becoming very angry
because I was always taught that it was impolite to stare. I was
always taught that is not the purpose of a hijab. I feel like this is
why people have stopped wearing their faith unless it can be

born in Iowa and then says oh really? Is that in the Middle East? A
from Afghanistan I’d beat your ass.

The three words I should

have said were I love you, instead I said wish you would. It was
then I understood how your patriots act. If the French gave us the
Statue of Liberty in 2003 we would have given it back because
they did not go to war with us in Iraq. Iraq when the French did
give us the Statue of Liberty we gave her back because at first
she was black. Save diversity for a Skittles package but even
then we pick our favorites. We like our boarders like our picket
fences whitewashed.

A red boy is given a white name. Black

slaves paint a white house. Public schools teach that it is
important to assimilate. So a yellow girl’s parents do the same,
but how will they ever learn how to pronounce our names if we
keep changing them? Do you think people naturally know how to
pronounce Christo or Christoph. English is neither phonetic or
forgiving. That is why I find comfort when a boy named Cassius
molds his last name into Ali in an attempt to salvage his identity.
The ring was the only time he faced a fair fight. If black is the
culmination of all colors then why do we keep trying to stir this
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melting pot white. My name is Amir Safi. I still have calluses on

peers. The school district superintendent said that the student

my hands. I still have a hard time letting things go.

has been disciplined. An Indiana church was defaced with “Heil

Movie 1.8 Hate Crimes, racism reported post election
Image 1: Make America White Again with a swastika
Image: Die he/she Die spray painted on a car with a swastika
Image: Black live don’t matter

Trump,” an anti-gay slur and a swastika. Investigators do not
currently have any suspects of leads.
Movie 1.9 Poerty in Praxis
F**K YOU by Yellow Rage
Listen asshole… Listen asshole, stop trying to guess what I am.

Image: Trump spray painted on wall

Stop trying to tell me what I'm not. I was born in Seoul, which
makes me Korean these slightly slanted eyes ain’t just for seeing.

Racism, hate crimes spike post-election. There have been 400

Bitch, I see right through you. You expert on me, with your fake

cases of harassment in the US since Election Day. Here are a few

Asian tattoo. You expert on me, with your Tae-Bo and Kung-Fu.

from across the country.

So what you try Dim Sum and Den Sum on the menu. So what

Video: White kids walking through a school hallway holding a
Trump sign saying “White Power”

That makes you an expert on how I should look? Fuck you. What
the fuck you know about being Asian? I’m about to put you in

Video: Cafeteria seen with kids chanting, “Build the Wall!”
The day after the election, Wellsville, New York, residents saw
image 1 on a dugout wall. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has ordered an
investigation into the alleged hate crime. Someone wrote “Whites
Only,” “White America” and “Donald Trump” in a Minnesota high
school bathroom. Someone wrote “#Go back to Africa” and
“Make America great again”.

you a fan of Lucy Liu. So what you read the ‘Joy Luck Club’ too.

District oﬃcials they they are

“horrified” by the racist graﬃti. A California high school student
recorded himself handing “deportation” letters to some of his

your place, son. What do you know about napalm and Saigon?
About Hiroshima and Nagasaki? About Gandhi? What do you
know about demilitarized-zones? And No Gun Ri? About Miele
and the military? What do you know about the killing fields and
signs that wield ‘No Chinese or dogs allowed”? What do you
know about ‘Comfort Women’ and ‘Geisha Girls’? About
colonization all over the Asia world? What do you know about the
‘Great Wall’? I can school you on each and all, motherfucker. I’m
about to get raw. You picked the wrong Asian woman to mess
with. You picked the wrong Asian woman to mess with because
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my tongue is split, it is forked and steel tipped, and it will
puncture and bleed you, and if you don't know, now you know
asshole. Asshole listen, don't ask me what I'm saying in my native

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Stereotypes by Rudy Francisco, Joe Limer and Bennie Villanafana

tongue, you want to know so badly, go learn it yourself. 20 years

Rudy: Inside the stomach acid of the ancient Greece

it took me to perfect the language. My mother's and her mother’s

Joe: There are people who examine the steering calm of human

spoke, 20 seconds it took you to ask what my sister and I spoke

existence, hoping to find what type of gasoline to drive in the

about. If I said I wasn't talking to you, why don’t you stop

morning.

bothering me, all up in my business. How dare you step to me,

Beni: Whenever their spines have a question that their tongues

invade my privacy, waste my time to ask if I'm able to relay you

couldn’t answer, they would visit the Oracle.

the contents in my conversation. What nonsense is this? Do I look

Rudy: Legend has it Her eyes were like rosetta stones and could

like a private translator, nosy motherfucker. You probably thought

read the hieroglyphics inside of the currents that we built in honor

dialogue. You probably thought dialogue centered around you

of our thoughts.

and you just wanted to make sure. Is that because you're

All: They say She could read minds. I am no Oracle, but I know

paranoid and insecure or just jealous because my tongue’s got

exactly what you are thinking the moment you saw me walk into

more skills than yours? So you want to learn how to say ‘I love

this room. You probably said to yourself.

you’ and ‘hello’, why you need to know? You think of me as some

Joe: He represents America’s top model minority, most places

Asian hoe, ready to turn around at your calls, ‘Hey baby, khony

dream of having as a next door neighbor.

hak chao. Khony hak chao’ or ‘Ni hao ma, I love you, china doll’.

Beni: I bet you expected my voice to sound like broken English

Please your shit doesn't impress me at all because my words

through McDonald’s drive thru speaker.

were meant to be mentioned in meticulous and mellifluous

Rudy: You probably voted me most likely to spend my money on

manner. Yet you're mispronouncing, man-handling now, fucks it

random shit, that makes you a victim of struggle.

all up. My meanings misused for miscommunication,

Joe: An automatic upgrade in gentrification.

misconstrued, so I’m misinterpreted mis-spoken mistake,

Beni: The ranging quinceaneras keeping your block awake at

motherfucker it makes me mad, so you better have listened,

night.

asshole and listen well. Don't talk to me anymore, don't fuck with

Rudy: The biggest threat to your property value.

me anymore because I'm done talking to you.

All: A character without character.
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Joe: See, I’ve come across this ocean with just, the a knapsack of

Joe: When your words ‘progressive’ and ‘diversity’ get hi-jacked

rice, fighting through underground Street Fighter tournaments to

by Comedy Central.

be your personal Geek Squad from Best Buy.

All: We condition ourselves to believe laughing is self-defense for

Beni: I am the sheep laborer of America shaping more than the

a hate crime. We are just a mirage of storms, the hallowed

hedges in your suburbs. But don’t worry, we’re too broke to be a

thunder of aﬃrmative action. I am stolen identity… I sound like

threat. We only make tamales during Christmas so our children

the first verse of amnesia. Surrender my tongue to the ancient

will have something to unwrap.

ages so I can get lost in the translation of the average Joe.

Rudy: Give me a cookie. Give me a cookie and I will automatically

Joe: For all you know, my identity is Japa-China-Filia-Korean-

transform into the next contestant on who wants a rally named

manion. Or in short hand, I’m Asian.

after you.

Rudy: I’m Black.

Joe: If you cut me I bleed Teriyaki.

Beni: I’m Hispanic.

Beni: My sadness looks like pouring hot sauce into Tequila’s

All: It’s what I check on the census because invisible was never

wounds.

an option.

All: When I’m hurt, I cry.
Rudy: I cry, the way collard greens do when they are being lifted

Movie 1.11 Email Discrimination by Strange Fruit Sociology

out of water.

ANT: Alright, so I wanted to read from a New York Times article

Joe: You make sure you take my car keys because we all know I

that's looking at umm emails and more specifically how

can’t drive.

professors discriminate the bias and the prejudice based oﬀ of

Rudy: Keep me away from water because we all know I can’t

the names and emails.

swim.
Beni: Keep me away from your daughters because we all know

BRUCE: *MmHmm* So I guess we're forming in terms of a

my boys can.

research question: "Are professors more bias towards certain

Rudy and Joe: I know what you’re thinking.

ethnic populations, towards male then female in email". So

Beni: You seen this before. Its not deja vu.

basically what the New York Times did was they created a whole

Rudy and Joe: Our lives are called ‘Rush Hour’ 1, 2, and 3.

bunch emails, students, and sent it to professors and they

All: We also made a bet to see which one of us would die in a

wanted to see what the response rate was. Okay. And so just to

heartbeat first. He’s winning, by a lot.

sort of summarize very briefly the results, uhh professors were
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more responsive to white male students than to female, Black,

it like this, but if you have a really thick accent and you are saying

Hispanic, Indian, or Chinese students in almost every discipline

something like "Joe or John" or something like that, I always

across all the universities that they did this.

wonder, it's like what, what's your real name? Because like I said,

BRUCE: Wow.

people are understanding that, that people do discriminate based
on, under your name, because it's a signifier of your ethnicity

ANT: Business had the biggest gap with 80 per, 87% of white

right? And so, and so Black people and Chicano Latinos, I know

males receiving responses compared with just 62% of all females

that we actively do this in naming our, that there is a population

and minorities combined.

that actively go against the quote "more ethnic" sounding names.
So that their kids won't be discriminated against and things like

BRUCE: Wow.
ANT: So the studying really shows that there is a discrepancy, be
in how, and a bias we should say, in response rate for emails. So
you've been teaching for a while now, what is your response,
what is your thoughts on the study, or how do you handle
responding to emails and..?

that, bad thing is that that's only on paper, that because you
know, on paper my name is Bruce Hoskins. And so look, that's
probably not, they're probably not too many more white names,
there's not a white, there's probably not a whiter name than that,
Bruce, well I don't know if you can get better with that, but umm
Hoskins is from England. And so I know that this is something
that on paper, I look very, very white on paper, and you know I got

BRUCE: You know what I think about this it really cracks me up

the PhD from USC and people are probably assuming all of my

when people already know something and then research like

whiteness and all of that, but then they meet me, and now all of

stumbles along with the evidence later on, but people of color

the sudden, it gets a little bit awkward because they thought they

have known this for quite some time to say that, that if you have a

were going to be speaking to someone else and so, so I want to

name that sounds quote "ethnic", then people respond to you

you know, to make it clear though, that, you know, when it comes

very diﬀerently than if you have a name that's non-ethnic and so

to like Chicano Latinos, well they can say whatever first name

that's why when you interact with someone who has a really thick

they want, but it's their last name that normally gives away their

accent, no matter where the accent is from, it can be a Spanish

ethnicity. While for black people it's not our last names that

accent, it could be a Vietnamese accent, and then they say "My

normally give away our ethnicity, it's the first name, and so we

name is Joe" or they say "My name is Becky" or something like

have more control to whatever degree of naming ourselves and

that, it's like, like, I always wondered, it's like, is that, I hate saying

not to, hence, you know, sounding quote "more white" on paper,
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but there's always going to be the discrimination that happens

everybody. Which really works against me because then I end up

when you actually are, you know, face to face with the people and

responding to nobody because "Ahh, I got all these emails and I

what not, and then it's like "Oh, you're not who I thought was

don't want to be discriminatory", so umm, and I think part of it to

going to be at this interview" and so then things start getting a

is just being in Sociology. That's sort of the cool thing about

little bit awkward, but like I said it's just really cool to me, not cool

Sociology girl, regardless of where you are, what you teach, just

like it, like "okay", but cool like, people of color really are smart,

that exposure to how institutional discrimination works, how

and really can pick up these patterns because we've known this

prejudice works, at some point we've all had these classes, or

for a long time, now we just have research to back it up right.

taught these classes, so it makes us aware.

ANT: Right. For me I think about just the actual process of
responding to email, as a professor, I'm getting better,
Department Chair, getting better and a faster response rate, umm
but I think because as a black student, you know receiving
emails, and brief emails, and the feeling that I was annoying a
professor in my emails or when I wanted to speak with them, it

BRUCE: Yeah, and like in wrapping that up, to just say you know
we're all preconditioned to this, I guarantee you, if you walked up
to any of those professors and said "Do you do this?" I guarantee
you, 99% of them are going to say "Oh no, I treat everybody
ANT: absolutely not

makes me much more conscious. And if I know a student is
African-American or if a student is Chicano or Latino, or Latina, or

BRUCE: I treat everybody fairly" and then you get this, to say

if they are of an ethnic minority, it makes me conscious and say

"Look, we are conditioned, we're socialized to do this, please"

okay I need to really respond to that and make sure I don't make

and if this is something that you find out, wind up thinking about,

them feel how I felt, but because I'm doing that for students of

you got to act on this, right it's like be fair to everyone or be fair to

color, then it makes me also conscious "Well, I don't want to be

no one, and either way at least you won't be prejudiced when you

unfavorably discriminating for them in my response rate", so now,

do it.

BRUCE: White students gonna be like "Don't take Professor
Blacksher because he never responds to my emails"
ANT: Right. Like he'll respond to a Black student in a day, but it

ANT: I have permission to not answer emails?
BRUCE: I didn't say that. Haha!

takes a white student...because you don't want that so then that
makes me even more conscious of, now I need to respond to
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Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis
White Boy Privilege by Royce Mann

plate instead of whether or not there will be food on my plate.
I love it because when I see a police oﬃcer I see someone who’s
on my side.

“Dear women, I’m sorry.

To be honest I’m scared of what it would be like if i wasn’t on the

Dear black people, I’m sorry.

top rung if the tables were turned and I didn’t have my white boy

Dear Asian-Americans, dear Native Americans, dear immigrants

privilege safety blankie to protect me.

who come here seeking a better life, I’m sorry.

If I lived a life lit by what I lack, not what I have, if I lived a life in

Dear everyone who isn’t a middle or upper-class white boy, I’m

which when I failed, the world would say, ‘Told you so.’

sorry.

If I lived the life that you live.

I have started life in the top of the ladder while you were born on

When I was born I had a success story already written for me.

the first rung.

You — you were given a pen and no paper.

I say now that I would change places with you in an instant, but if

I’ve always felt that that’s unfair but I’ve never dared to speak up

given the opportunity, would I?

because I’ve been too scared.

Probably not.

Well now I realize that there’s enough blankie to be shared.

Because to be honest, being privileged is awesome. I’m not

Everyone should have the privileges I have.

saying that you and me on diﬀerent rungs of the ladder is how I

In fact they should be rights instead.

want it to stay.

Everyone’s story should be written, so all they have to do is get it

I’m not saying that any part of me has for a moment even liked it

read.

that way.

Enough said.

I’m just saying that I f—— love being privileged and I’m not ready

No, not enough said.

to give that away. I love it because I can say ‘f——‘ and not one

It is embarrassing that we still live in a world in which we judge

of you is attributing that to the fact that everyone with my skin

another person’s character by of the size of their paycheck, the

color has a dirty mouth.

color of their skin, or the type of chromosomes they have.

I love it because I don’t have to spend an hour every morning

It is embarrassing that we tell our kids that it is not their

putting on makeup to meet other people’s standards.

personality, but instead those same chromosomes that get to

I love it because I can worry about what kind of food is on my

dictate what color clothes they wear and how short they must cut
their hair.
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But most of all, it is embarrassing that we deny this. That we
claim to live in an equal country and an equal world.
We say that women can vote. Well guess what: They can run a
country, own a company, and throw a nasty curve ball as well. We
just don’t give them the chance to.
I know it wasn’t us 8th-grade white boys who created this
system, but we profit from it every day.
We don’t notice these privileges though, because they don’t
come in the form of things we gain, but rather the lack of
injustices that we endure.
Because of my gender, I can watch any sport on TV, and feel like
that could be me one day.
Because of my race I can eat at a fancy restaurant without the
wait staﬀ expecting me to steal the silverware.
Thanks to my parents’ salary I go to a school that brings my
dreams closer instead of pushing them away.
Dear white boys: I’m not sorry.
I don’t care if you think the feminists are taking over the world,
that the Black Lives Matter movement has gotten a little too
strong, because that’s bulls—.
I get that change can be scary, but equality shouldn’t be.
Hey white boys: It’s time to act like a woman. To be strong and
make a diﬀerence. It’s time to let go of that fear.
It’s time to take that ladder and turn it into a bridge.

Movie 1.13 Black People Dying in Movies by Dr. Bruce Hoskins
So this one is a content analysis. Oh what is it that we can learn
about the role of black people in the united states, if we were to
watch how black people died in movies. Ok now I know that
there's plenty of comedians that talk about this, but I want you to
actually think about this in the sociological way. Ok so there's this
first level of black people dying in movies, I call it the Minute
Death. Ok the best example of this was of a movie 'Scream 2'.
There was these two actors, that I actually paid to see with Jada
Pinkett Smith and Omar Epps. It upset me because within the
first 10 minutes those two were dead. I paid money to go watch
them and then they die within the first 10 minutes. I was really
upset with that ok but anyway, then the second one is I call it
Random Black Deaths, ok so this happens in movies like
'Contraband', where the black friend sitting in the white brother's
car of the black friend, he's the one that dies in an auto accident.
Another one is a shoot another one. This will really piss me oﬀ.
The other one was in the movie 'Savages' where this was
supposed to be the elite soldier and he got capped like a pure
accident, like it was just pure random event and he got capped
within like, that one wasn't admitted that will happen in the
middle of the movie, but it almost seemed like they inserted a
black person to kill in that moment, just to give you the sense that
everything was being, everything was threatened and what not
and to heighten the level of fear that you have in a movie and the
other one was in 'X-Men: First Class', for crying out loud with
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Darwin's character, the black guy. That's all I have to say about

bigotry And I stand here Stitched together with the chains of

that. He died, if I tell you what, that was funny because I was a

slavery While the screams of war brides pierce my body I am

comic book junkie growing up and I don't even remember

infused with the radioactivity still left over in Hiroshima and

Darwin's character, they like created a black dude just to kill him,

Nagasaki I am a kurumbo and my maker used mount Fuji for my

that's how I felt about that. The last one is what I call the noble

chest While the Kilimanjaro grows like a hump from my back He

death, ok now this one is a little bit tricky because you like to see

used the Congo and Kuma rivers for my arms so that I would be

this kind of death, but it's like how can black people keep dying,

strong enough to hold onto nothing He found my brain in Japan

even in this way? One of them is like in 'Star Trek', there was a

Wrapped it in the sun And handed it to a Kamikaze pilot to crash

black father, a black male father, that's awesome but he commits

land into my skull I am kurumbo with rice paper wings that

treason and then blows himself up in a suicide in order to save his

disintegrate in the rain So that I will impale myself on the tops of

daughter's life. What does that mean and even if you're a black

pyramids I have the legs of a gazelle attached to my body

superstar, you cannot get away from this one because we have

backwards So that I cannot out run my history or my memories

Samuel L. Jackson playing Mace Windu is 'Star Wars' and he

As my King Kongs fight my Godzillas daily I am a werewolf Half

gets capped because well I don't know, you can't say capped

man half crazy Howling at pale moonbeams that dictate to me

with lightsabers, right? But he gets done in when he's fighting

who my master really is I am a vampire that tried to suck the

against the evil empire and then there's Will Smith in 'I am

colonialism from Africa’s bones But chipped my tooth on the

Legend', who dies at the very end of the movie trying to save all

blood diamonds in her veins I am a kurumbo and I embrace this

of humanity. So what does this tell us about the role of black

name like an octroon mistress And dance with her on the decks

people in the United States? We could say it however we want, it

of slave ships Like minstrels doing kabuki theater I am a geshia

least we're getting roles or what it tells us is that we're

that uses nooses as necklaces Jezebelles with yellow peril earring

expendable.

that swing like strange fruit From the branches of acacia trees

Movie 1.14 Poetry in Praxis
Kurumbo by the Professor

that sprout cherry blossoms I am a kurumbo And this is why my
mother never took me back to Japan Cause you see the
Japanese have a word for people like me Kurumbo Which means
I am a nigger In every language that I know A stranger from

I am a Kurumbo A name ending in a question mark because no

diﬀerent shores And yet everything looks so familiar As the light

one is excited to see me I am the embodiment of hatred and

of racism shines through the prism of my spirit And reflects
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nothing but upside down rainbows To remind me that you can
never own my soul Because my heart lives where dreams begin I
am where the east meets west Where colors never mean the
same thing Where red is evil and blue is pure And I sit somewhere
in the middle with a thousand purple questions As I ask my Maker
why am I a kurumbo And I sit in silence For what seems like an
eternity But then I heard my God say to me Because even
kurumbos Can be beautiful
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CHAPTER 11

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 10

Families

Section 1

What is a Family?
Although there are many

successful children is the two

people that we would

biological parent model.

consider close to us, a family

Movie 1.1 Are First Cousin Marriages Legal?

2)Regulation of sexual behavior

is based on shared genetic

happens within the concept of

heritage and the laws that

exogamy, which is the cultural norm

socially recognize and aﬃrm

in which people marry outside a

that bond, including both
marriage and adoption.

particular group, usually one’s family

The

or certain kinfolk. Every society has

family is the foundational

rules behind how genetically far two

social institution of any society

people have to be from each other to

because of the five vital

reduce the possibilities of congenital

functions it performs:

disabilities. (View Movie 1.1)

1) R e p r o d u c t i o n i s t h e

3)Social placement is not often talked

primary purpose of a family.

about regarding family but rises to

Although there are many

considerable importance in larger

alternative forms (discussed

1) https://youtu.be/lBuI707Ps1Y - Video

later in this chapter), the

2) What is the main point of this video?

model that creates the most

3) What are some of the states that allow first cousins to marry?
Did any of those surprise you? Explain

well-balanced, emotionally
stable and overall

societies. One way that this is done
is through endogamy, which is the
cultural norm where people marry
within certain social groups.

(View

Movie 1.2)
2

Movie 1.2 Endogamy and Race

trust may deteriorate between family members and often result
in the dissolution of intimate relationships.
Family Types
The vast majority of the world values the extended family model,
which is a family where relatives—such as grandparents, aunts,
or uncles—live in the same household as parents and their
children.

In these cultures, it is completely normal and even

expected, that after a son or daughter is married, for the family to
add a room to their home.

It is also the responsibility of the

children to take care of their parents when they are no longer able
to live independent lives.
1) https://youtu.be/9riZxPNVD1k - Video

Although people may choose to live in extended family situations,

2) What is the main point of this video?

in the US, we value the nuclear family model, which consists of

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

a married couple and their unmarried, non-adult children living

4) Can you think of reasons why interracial marriages have not
become more common? Explain.

of single-family homes with two-car garages.

together. Our society promotes this behavior through the building
This design

encourages children to move out on their own because there is

4) Socialization happens in families through the process of raising

no proper place to park their cars. Another element that arises

children. This process is were parents first give their children

through this desire is retirement homes, which is where many of

the impression of what is right and wrong, good and bad, and

our parents go when they get old.

desirable and undesirable regarding their behavior.
5) Protection, Aﬀection and Companionship are an essential part
of what keeps families together and if these rules are violated

Lastly, our media supports this model by showing images that a
“proper” family is a nuclear family by degrading the extended
family model.

Take the George Lopez Show for instance.

Although George is of Mexican heritage and this culture strongly
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supports the extended family model, it can be argued that

model can get complicated around the holidays.

because this show was filmed in the US that they made fun of

that want to promote the equality of both sides of the family will

both George’s mother and later Angie’s father when they moved

split time on important holidays, i.e. spend Thanksgiving with the

in rather than demonstrate how having grandparents in the same

mother’s side, while spending Kwanza with the father’s side. If

household could be beneficial to all family members, e.g. the

your family is close together, then you may even choose to spend

grandparents can help out financially, can give the parents a

the morning with one side of the family and the afternoon with the

break by watching the children and the grandparents can pass

other side.

down their wisdom to their grandchildren.

Most people

Although shared genetic heritage and the law typically define

Kinship Patterns

whom we consider family, there are times where we take it on

Kinship is the state of being related to others.

Societies who

value the extended family model tend to have intimate knowledge
of their families and often know their second and third cousins,
while in the US it is common for people to not even personally
know all of their first cousins. If you do know your relatives, it is

ourselves to create family-like relationships. Fictive kin is where
friends who are not related by blood or marriage become family.
These may be as informal as having play cousins, but can be
more oﬃcial as they are with godparents. (View Movie 1.3)

Movie 1.3 Why People Have Fictive Kin

typically associated with just one side of the family or the other.
Matrilineal descent happens when the mother’s relatives are
important in terms of property, inheritance, and emotional ties,
while patrilineal descent is where only the father’s relatives are
significant.

You can usually tell which type of descent pattern

your family follows by how you spend your holidays. If you spend
all of your important holidays with your mother’s side of the

1) https://youtu.be/EUwl5yJKfRE - Video

family, then you are most likely under matrilineal descent.

2) What is the main point of this video?

However, there is also the possibility that your family practices

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

bilateral descent where both sides of a person’s family are
regarded as equal.

Although this is ideal for most people, this

4) Can you think of any other examples of other groups that have
fictive kin? Explain.
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Section 2

Types of Marriage
Many parts of the world practice polygamy, which is a form of

(brothers and sisters with only one common parent) is relatively

marriage in which an individual may have several husbands or

common, these family forms are not well represented in our

wives simultaneously. When most people think of this type of

media. (View Movie 1.4)

marriage, they are usually thinking of polygyny where the man
can marry more than one women at a time, because historically

Movie 1.4 Poetry in Praxis

this kind of marriage was the most common.

Stepson by the Professor

Many countries

where Islam is the national religion have this form of marriage.
However, polyandry is where a woman can marry more than one
man at the same time and is not uncommon in places like Tibet,
Nepal, and parts of China and India.
In the US, we practice monogamy, which is a form of marriage
in which two consenting adults are married only to each other for
life.

However, high divorce rates have moved our society into

what is now referred to as serial monogamy, which is a form of
marriage in which a person may have several spouses in his or

1) https://youtu.be/Np-0ePOJ6GU - Video

her lifetime but only one spouse at a time.

2) What is the poem about?

This practice

increases the occurrence of blended families, where children
from their parents’ prior relationships are brought together in a
new family. Although having stepparents and/or siblings (being a
parent or sibling through law, not blood) and half siblings

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

5

Love, Marriage and Divorce

characteristics rather than the broad groups, i.e. race, ethnicity

Courtship and mate selection is an inherently social phenomenon.

and religion, of endogamy. (View Movie 1.5)

Although who people date may
have considerable variation,
we tend to stay within

Although many people value

Movie 1.5 Keys to Staying Married by Strange Fruit
Sociology

sameness on certain values, many
people also search for mates that are

prevailing cultural norms when

opposite to other characteristics.

it comes to marriage.

This pattern is called hypergamy

Homogamy is the conscious

where people become attracted to

or unconscious tendency to

and marrying someone diﬀerent to

select a mate with personal

themselves.

characteristics similar to one’s

emotional people usually do not

own.

marry each other.

Do they want children?

Are they the same age?

For example, two
An emotional

Do

person usually marries someone that

they believe that children

does not talk about his or her

should not be spanked?

Do

emotions very well.

they like to go camping?

Do

people tend to marry people that are

Spontaneous

they put the toilet paper on the

1) https://youtu.be/jxPYtDrc1ec - Video

more stable. Sloppy people tend to

roll correctly?

Do they like

2) What are some of the main points of this video?

marry someone that is neat.

scary movies?

Are we the

same political party?

Do we

like the same types of music?

3) What does Dr. Hoskins suggest is one of the main reasons why
people get divorced? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Why do you think marriages are so hard to maintain? Explain.

Do we have the same core

This

situation is encapsulated with the
phrase opposites attract.

However,

this concept can cross over into
socioeconomic status where people

values? These questions can set the tone for what a person is

consciously marry someone from a diﬀerent class status, usually

looking for in a potential mate.

This concept is diﬀerent than

a higher status. In this situation, women tend to marry men of

endogamy in that it commonly refers to more individual

higher socioeconomic status and this remains the primary
manner in which women obtain upward mobility.
6

Unfortunately, where there is marriage, there is also divorce.

Another social factor that contributes to high divorce rates is the

Although diﬃcult to measure, it can safely be said that

broad social acceptance of this practice. There was a time when

approximately 50% of all first marriages end in divorce. However,

an individual who was divorced was shunned and socially

what is more telling is that second marriages and beyond have an

ostracized.

even higher divorce rate. There are many factors that correlate

society. The primary reason for this shift is because of how the

with our nation’s high divorce rates, from economic disadvantage

media portrays divorce.

to diﬀerent religious beliefs to significant diﬀerences in age

magazines or TV shows that cover Hollywood celebrities, divorce

between marriage partners. If you speak with people who have

is shown to be a typical result for marriages even amongst the

gone through a divorce, they may also add infidelity, lack of

rich and famous. Tiger Woods and Elin Nordegren, Jennifer

communication, physical and verbal abuse, drug and alcohol

Aniston and Brad Pitt, Madonna and Guy Ritchie are just a few

addictions and lack of sexual intimacy to just name a few.

high-profile divorces in the entertainment industry, but more

However, if these are the reasons for people getting divorced then

notable are the short marriages of Kim Kardashian to Kris

why are high divorce rates in the US a relatively recent

Humphries which lasted less than three months, while Drew

phenomenon?

Barrymore’s marriage to her first husband Jeremy Thomas lasted

Sociologists would argue that high divorce rates can be better

However, this is not the case any longer in our
Whether it is through movies, gossip

less than two months.

explained through shifting social norms versus an increase in

Maybe one of the greatest social factors that influence divorce

divorce-worthy behavior.

Perhaps the largest social factor that

rates that does not receive much attention is the increased

contributes to high divorce rates is no fault divorces, which

financial independence of women. The Feminist Movement of the

became widely practiced in the US in the 1970’s.

Before this

60’s helped to create for women greater access to college and

time, the only reasons why someone could get divorced were

jobs that paid a livable wage. As a result, women today do not

because of adultery, physical abuse and absenteeism. However,

have to depend as much on their spouses for financial support

no fault divorces simplified the rationale for divorce to

and therefore do not need to stay in loveless marriages because

irreconcilable diﬀerences, which suggests that two people can

of financial dependence.

get a divorce for virtually any reason.

In some states, divorce

does not even have to be agreed on by both people in the
relationship.
7

Diverse Lifestyles

2) Single-Parent Families result from divorced families or a

High divorce rates and a decrease in the value of marriage as an
institution has led many people to construct diverse lifestyles that
are less socially accepted, but increasing in popularity.
1) Cohabitation is where an
intimate couple chooses to live
together without marrying.

person that decided to have a child out of wedlock.

Mark

Mather states in the Population Reference Bureau (2010), that
approximately 24% of children in the US live in a single mother

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Spelling Father by Marshal Davis-Jones

family, while about 5% live with
single fathers.

About 16% of

white families with children under
18 are single parents, 27% of

Almost half of individuals in

Hispanic families, and 52% of

their twenties and thirties have

African-American families.

cohabited at one time or

of 10 children in single mother

another. Although many people

families live in poverty, and this is

believe that this practice

primarily due to only 31% of

decreases the chances of

female-headed households

divorce, research by Galena

reported receiving child support.

Rhoades, Stanley Scott and

(View Movie 1.6)

Howard Markham (2009) found

7 out

3)Stepfamilies occur when two

that people who eventually get

1) https://youtu.be/AqL7nbcxMk4 - Video

married after they cohabit have

2) What is the poem about?

lower maritial satisfaction and

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

higher divorce rates of people

However, research suggests that

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

children of stepfamilies may not

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

be better oﬀ than children of

that did not cohabit before
marriage. However, the age of
the participants and the

purpose of living together may be mitigating factors.

people are married that have
children from a prior relationship.

divorced and/or single-parent
households.
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4) Remaining Single is when a person decides to not marry over
their entire lifetime. Fewer than 4 percent of women and men in

the belief that the imbalance in workloads at home and work is
ultimately what leads people to get divorced.

the U.S. are likely to remain single throughout their lives. Pearl
Dykstra and Anne-Rigt Poortman (2010) also suggests that
high resource women and low resource men are the most likely
candidates for this lifestyle.

Also, contrary to popular belief,

highly educated men are also more likely to stay single than
their less educated counterparts.
5) Marriage Without Children occurs if a couple cannot have
children, decide not to have children or get married when they
are past childbearing years. About 16 to 17 percent of women
will complete their childbearing years without having borne any
children, compared to 10 percent in 1980.
6) Lesbian and Gay Relationships occurs when people of the
same sex make lasting commitments to each other. Now that
the United States Supreme Court has deemed laws that
banned same-sex marriages unconstitutional much more
people will be committing to each other in this manner.
7) Egalitarian Marriage is when partners consciously share
decision-making and assign family roles based on talent and
choice rather than on traditional roles. In other words, if the
male likes to wash dishes and the female likes to do the
finances they should be allowed to do them rather than try to
stick to traditional gender roles. These families emerged from
9

Section 3

Sociological Perspectives on the Family
Functionalist focus on the continuity

single-parent families received

and stability of society and therefore

the same social support as the

promote that supporting and
maintaining the nuclear family is of
paramount importance.

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Marriage by Rudy Francisco

two-biological-parent
families?

How families are

They would

supported is a question asked

point out that the impact of divorce

by conflict theorist who would

on children is drastic, with research

p ro p o s e t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l

showing that children of divorced

marriage patterns have

parents have more diﬃculty in school,

declined and that our society

more behavior problems, more

needs to equitably support

negative self-concepts, more

diverse lifestyles because not

problems with peers, and more

to do so ultimately hurts our

trouble getting along with their

children. 7 out of 10 children

parents.

These issues strongly

suggests that the two biological
parent family is the best way to raise
healthy, emotionally well-balanced
and socially productive children. (View
Movie 1.7)
However, what would happen if

1) https://youtu.be/6KRpZKBMnSc - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

live in single female-headed
households live in poverty.
Rather than trying to force
these women into stepfamily
s i t u a t i o n s t h a t re s e a rc h
suggests may not be better
than remaining a single parent;
society needs to economically
10

and socially support single parents. Conflict theorists would state

wedding, it seems logical to deduce that there would be fewer

that our society has moved past the notion of traditional marriage

divorces. So defining love, as diﬃcult as it may seem, would be

as a lifelong commitment and so must adjust to this reality.

of great interest to symbolic interactionist. (View Movie 1.8)

One of the things that symbolic interactionist would be interested
in is why marriages in our society focus on love rather than duty
or commitment as with most non-European countries (including

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Love Type Love by Shihan

the US and Canada) and would seek out an understanding of this
concept.
language.

Love may be the most confused word in the English
Is it a feeling?

Is it an action?

Is it both?

In the

Wedding Crashers (2005), the definition of true love was your
soul's recognition of its counterpoint in another. This statement
may sound really cool in a movie, but how does this definition
help you know when you are in love? Many people, even if they
are not Christians, have 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 read at their
weddings:
4 Love is patient; love is kind. It does not envy; it does
not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor
others; it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8 Love never fails… (New International Version)
These verses are a very functional definition that suggests that if

1) https://youtu.be/hJZkBWBashA - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

you are willing to do all of these things for a person, then that
should mean that you love them. However, one element of this
definition does not fit our social reality; Love never fails. If people
practiced this definition rather than just have it read at their
11

Section 4

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary
Family (2)
Exogamy (2)
Endogamy (2)
Extended Family Model (3)
Nuclear Family Model (3)

***parentheses indicate page number***

Homogamy (8)
Hypergamy(8)
No Fault Divorces (9)
Cohabitation (10)
Stepfamilies (11)
Egalitarian Marriage (11)

Kinship (4)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Matrilineal Descent (4)

Exogamy

Patrilineal Descent (4)

Endogamy

Bilateral Descent (4)

Fictive Kin

Fictive Kin (4)

Homogamy

Polygamy (7)

Hypergamy

Polygyny (7)

Bullet-point answer questions:

Polyandry (7)
Monogamy (7)

1) What are the five functions of a family?

Serial Monogamy (7)

2) What are the three types of kinship patterns?

Blended Families (7)

3) What are the six diverse lifestyles?
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Short answer questions:
1) What is the diﬀerence between exogamy and endogamy and
give an example of each?
2) What is the diﬀerence between homogamy and hypergamy and
give an example of each?
3) What is the diﬀerence between monogamy, serial monogamy,
polyandry and polygyny and name places that practice these
forms of marriage?

Critical thinking questions:
1) Define the sociological imagination and explain how you
learned what a family is and how it was socially enforced.
2) How could you figure out the type of family that a particular
society values? Give examples to illustrate your point.

13

Section 5

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Are First Cousin Marriages Legal?
So there's some places in the united states that allow first
cousins to marry and before I proceed i'm going to give you a
moment to push pause right now I want you to think and write
down the list of those states that you think would allow first
cousin marry ok so push pause if you need to and now i'm about
to rattle oﬀ two states in alphabetical order here we go Alabama,
that might have made it onto your list, Alaska, California,
probably didn't make it onto your list, Colorado, Connecticut,
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, and Virginia. So technically there's
an even number of southern and northern states that allow the
marriage between first cousins while the most stringent states
are mostly in the Midwest now I have a question why did you
guess the states that you did if we're being honest we would
probably say that there's a lot of stereotypes of people from the
South being "quote" stupid that emanates from the idea that
they're inbred, but what if i told you, and this is the truth, this is
the research facts here what if I told you that scientists have

actually found that there is no biological reason for us to not
allow cousins to marry but if this is true then what does that
mean about marriage what does that mean about our concept of
family what does that mean about our society if we know that we
could allow for his cousin married because there's no biological
reason to not do that and yet we continue to do it but one of the
things that we definitely have to address here is that we should
get rid of the stereotype that people from the South are dumb
because of inbreeding because just as many states in the North
allow first cousin marriages also
Movie 1.2 Endogamy and Race
So the laws of this land used to keep us separate from each
other through this thing called anti-miscegenation laws which
means that people who are considered diﬀerent races could not
intermarry this was found in 1967 in the case of loving versus
Virginia to be unconstitutional and society has been very slow to
change it’s actual marriage practices right and it’s so slow that in
Alabama the last day to remove this law from their books was in
the year 2000 right and so and and although they removed it
there was still forty-one percent of the population who was
14

against removing this law right and so although antimiscegenation laws were deemed unconstitutional back in 1967
only about eight percent of all new marriages happened with
people from diﬀerent races now understand that we're talking
about marriages not dating, because you can date anyone and
don't have to tell your family or anything about it but marriage is a
whole diﬀerent deal normally marriages need to involve family and
what not because family has more influence on who you marry
rather than who you date and so lastly we also see some patterns
within who is most likely to interracially marry. Asian females top
the list, they are far more likely to interracially marry then their
Asian male counterparts while the flip side is true for black folks
that black males are more likely to interracially marry then they're
black female counterparts now in my research that I did I argue
that at least partially the reason for all of this is an intersection of
race and gender. Asian women are socially constructed to be of
more feminine than black females and therefore are considered to
whatever degree more socially desirable while the reverse is true
for black men vs Asian. black men are constructed as hypermasculine therefore making them more desirable marriage
partners than Asian man who tend to be characterized as
feminine and so although there's a lot of factors to consider on
this is at least one of the ones that I found in my research.

Movie 1.3 Why People Have Fictive Kin
Having fictive kin is not a new idea. People have always had to
need to build up the groups of people that they feel they can
trust. Many people have godparents or even play cousins but for
African captives in the United States the idea of fictive kin was
actually a necessary survival adaptation because of slavery you
know in the U.S. they use chattel slavery we talked about that in
previous chapters and so on black people were literally treated
like a piece of property with no rights and no consideration and
so parents would be separated from their children like puppies
being sold away from their mothers and so African captives
would literally take on a parental role with the children that were
torn away from their biological parents this was so commonplace
that the name of Big Mama was given to the woman that would
take the responsibility for the children and the role of big model
continue to carry meaning of even after slavery into the Jim Crow
era many black people that are my age and older especially on
this in the South usually remember having a maternal figure in a
neighborhood that actually had permission to lay their hands on
you if they caught you and your friends messing around in the
wrong place at the wrong time I'm and if you were too quick for
her she would surely tell your mother and you knew that you were
walking home to a butt whooping so then Big Mama is not just a
movie starring Martin Lawrence but a very real and necessary
adaptation within the black community to battle against the active
of destruction of their families throughout United States history.
15

Movie 1.4 Poetry in Praxis
Stepson by the Professor

under electrified cages that my heart was not willing to touch, not
because it would hurt too much, but because if I was to grab
those bars, it would have eliminated any chance of me ever filling

When I first heard my stepson use the word "Dad" to describe

in those daddy shoes because with him, I learned that the shoes

me, I felt about as small as a three-year-old trying on Shaquille

didn't slip oﬀ of my feet anymore, and although they were still

O'Neal shoes. Because how could I be a dad when I felt so little?

clunky and awkward, I learned how o walk in them, and then run,

Because I knew so little, because I spent so little time with my

and then I ran back to the place of Why doesn't my father love

own father, and I learned how to be a man from my mother, which

me on the corner of forever and nowhere in a world too big to

was better than nothing, but I always knew that there was

give a damn and I saw it in my stepson, was now just my son,

something missing like, directions, and so I asked God "Could

and my love for him had transformed me into his father, so I took

you please send me the directions to my stepson's heart and give

him by the hand and told him to come home because I love him,

me a navigational system that will help me traverse all the empty

and so he doesn't have to ask that question anymore.

tears, broken promises, and church services?", where I prayed I
would become a bigger man. Then an angel delivered a letter to

Movie 1.5 Keys to Staying Married by Strange Fruit Sociology

me from heaven, wrapped in aluminum foil, and bubblegum, as if

BRUCE: So look, I just got finished looking at the you know the,

God was telling me to chew on this, until sparks come flying out

well I don't know, I don't want to call them tabloids, but the

of my mouth and it read "Your stepson's heart is in a place called

newsreel and whatnot. and I just started watching...

'why doesn't my father love me?'" It's on the corner of forever
and nowhere in the world, too big to give a damn. And I sighed in
relief because I knew the place well, but better than that, I knew

ANT: I look at TMZ every day.
BRUCE: Ok so..

how to get out, from under long shadows of forgotten yesterdays
that still smell stale gum drops and birthday cards with money in
them, so that I can try and buy better memories than my father
could ever give me out, from the boxes of government cheese,
hand-me-down clothes that never fit quite right, and shoes that
learned how to speak much earlier than I ever did. Out, from

ANT: I'm not afraid to admit it.
BRUCE: And so, anyway. So I just got finished seeing that
Nicholas Sparks, the dude that wrote The Notebook, just got
separated from his wife. Now look, I'm just saying, Mmmm. Dude
is probably, every time my wife hears about a Nicholas Starks's
16

book or Nicholas Starks's movie, she gets all like warm and like

you do, you keep the ring on the finger. Number Two, you go

"Yo, it's going to be so romantic", and all of this stuﬀ. Dude is

home every night. You sleep in your bed, next to your partner,

separated from his wife. I'm just saying. Obviously we need more

every night. Now the key to this is, if you keep your ring on your

than romance in order to keep a marriage together. So Ant, what

finger, and you go home every night, it's a whole lot of decisions

can we do? What can we do? Give me your resume, and we, how

that you not gonna go through with because you know your ring

long you been married?

is on, and you going home that night.

ANT: I been married just...why you gonna do it on camera? First

BRUCE: Yeah, yeah...

of all...we discuss what we gonna talk about. Asking me "how
long?"
BRUCE: I'm sorry. I thought, I just thought it was going to give
you validation. But, I guess not, okay.
ANT: Awww man, we are going to be celebrating 8 years this
year.
BRUCE: 8 years. I think that that's good. Especially in today's
society. I mean shoot, you made it out of the first year.

ANT: There's a lot of other little stuﬀ, but those are my two main
things. Not that, that doesn't make for a good, Notebook,
romantic, soft music, mood lighting type of movie.
BRUCE: Yeah, you know what I...
ANT: But that's the reality.
BRUCE: No, it absolutely is, and the other thing that I think is so
real, so real, that people just completely misunderstand, is what
marriage actually is. Like marriage, that you, you really have to

ANT: I mean look. It's just, I, see we got married on a September.

redefine what Marriage, what happiness is, and what, what it

So when the year changes, I start doing the subtraction, and then

actually means to be married. And what happiness is, in order for

I be like "oh wait is it, is seven or eight because it is a weird

you to stay married because if you think that every day is

thing", but anyway. So one of the things we say was, the key to

supposed to be The Notebook, if everyday supposed to be this

staying married. Now that we know that being romantic and

grand, mountaintop revelation of "oh my god, how much do I love

doing The Notebook esque-type stuﬀ, may not necessarily be the

this woman next to me?" or like yo, do you think that every

key. I'll tell you for me the key to staying married, and I'm not

moment supposed to be like that? If you supposed to, if you think

saying nothing to ya'll that my wife don't already know. One, keep

that every moment is supposed to end in some big Disney

your ring on your finger. No matter where you go, no matter what

ending, or something like that. You are not going to stay married
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for very long. I'm just gonna be, that's just for real. You are not
gonna stay married for very long because marriage, there's gonna
be hardship, there's gonna be arguing, there's gonna be, I've

BRUCE: What, huh?
ANT: Keep going.

been married for 17 years, god bless it, I've been married for so,

BRUCE: Haha. We argue about a...you know, we argue about all

for over 17 years, and we, my wife and I, we still argue. And every

of this stuﬀ and yet at the same time, we find incredible joy with

once in a while, we still get into a big argument and whatnot, and

each other when we're doing you know, watching movies, we go

because, and you know that things are transitioning in her life,

out to dinner every once in a while, we have our date night, that's

things are transitioning in my life. As a woman, don't be mad, but

once a week now, if that. We have date night once a week, when

as a woman she has some, and I'm 43, and so you know there's,

it's not hockey season because my son, he plays a, my son and

there's some...

my daughter play hockey. So, but they, they have the games on

ANT: We go through changes.
BRUCE: We go through changes, you know, exactly.
ANT: We go through changes.
BRUCE: I'm not trying to get all like a biology class, whatever,
look we go through changes and, and the thing that makes my
wife and I successful, if you would, as staying married, and don't
define success as "not getting into an argument", quite honestly,
marriages that don't have arguments are really weird. Don't be
that person because that's not, that's not what a marriage
actually is. We have struggles together, we argue about the kids,
we argue about how much money someone's spending, we argue

date night and then, so we can't have our date nights. So anyway,
I'm just saying all this to say if you don't, if you don't redefine
what happiness is and what marriage is, then you're a, you, like I
said, you think that it's supposed to be these big epiphany
moments of all the time. That's so not what marriage is.
ANT: Right. One of the biggest things I always, when I'm teaching
family marriage, is say "the wedding is not the marriage and you
have to separate the idea of marriage, which comes from the
wedding, and the bliss, and the joy, and the Disney movies that
we watch with, the actual marriage" and as a Christian, one of the
things that I tell all other Christians is the LGBT community, they
got it right when they introduced the language of partner.

about whether we should redecorate the house, we argue about...

BRUCE: Yes, absolutely.

ANT: Why?

ANT: And to me, that's one of the most powerful things I can say
is "recognizing that this is my 'partner'", I'm here to help her
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accomplish her goals, her dreams, her aspirations, her daily
tasks.
BRUCE: Yeah.
ANT: She's here to help me accomplish my goals, my... my
aspirations, my daily tasks, and it really is a partnership and I
think Bruce you said it right "as we go through changes we have
to sort of find who they are again, as they find out who we are
again".
BRUCE: Absolutely.
ANT: And, one...this is, this is very kind of Notebook-esque.
BRUCE: Yeah, well...

ANT: He fried chicken at Popeye's. True.
BRUCE: I was frying chicken at Popeye's, that's where she met
me and so every once in a while when I talk about race and
ethnicity, she's like "who, how do you know that?". It's like "I did
my research, this is who I am".
ANT: Yeah.
BRUCE: You change and you fall in love all over again that's true.
Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Spelling Father by Marshal Davis-Jones
Last night I had the most interesting dream In it I was 6 years old
at a national spelling bee Genius complex words like serendipity

ANT: But this part is, you have to fall in love with your partner,

Duodenum Floccinaucinihilipilification all spelling them right up to

over, and over, and over again.

the Last round one word that’s giving me a victory The spell

BRUCE: You do, you do.

master clears his throat young man Your word is father, the crowd
began to chatter Among themselves all Upset at the simplicity Of

ANT: Sometimes you look at your partner and be like "I don't, I

this final word, I look at the masters eyes His eyes saying

don't know you. Wait, when did you become that? Uhhh, uhhh"

everything’s going to be okay If you do it and I realized I dazed

and do those things so...

oﬀ, young Man your word is father I stood up straight Licked my

BRUCE: Straight up, my wife needs to remind herself on like a
monthly basis that I'm dr. Bruce Hoskins now because, when we
met, I was not Dr. Bruce Hoskins. I was frying chicken at
Popeye's. Yeah, that's who I was.

lips, and began, Father, M-O-T-H-E-R Father spell master looks at
me, looks at his flash Card he says I’m sorry, but you’re incorrect.
Wait wait; see I don’t think he understands, See my father is
sitting right in the audience. “Excuse me?” I’m sorry son, you’re
incorrect Well you sir can save your sorry apologies because You
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must mean incorrect as in within the parameters Of being right let
me explain something to you obviously you Aint grown up where
pops were rollin stones down the hills Of women’s backsides and

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Marriage by Rudy Francisco

when he comes, all he left us was alone Where menstrual men

I was told the average girl begins to plan her wedding at the age

stroll around on bikes and fathers balanced Their Menstrual 2

of seven. I was told she picks the colors and the cake first. By the

jobs 2 kids and life on a unicycle and it looked something like

age of ten, she knows the time and the location. By seventeen,

This, breastfeeding with one arm, phone on the shoulder, cooking

she’s already chosen a gown and a maid of honor by twenty

with the Other arm and cleaning with one leg and tying sneakers

three. She’s waiting for a man who doesn’t break out in hives

with their teeth Young fathers who make mistakes because they

when he hears the world commitment. Someone who doesn’t

are not all perfect but the One mistake they’d never make is

smell like a band aid drenched in lonely. Someone who is more

abandoning their seed you see fathers Are master gardeners they

than a temporarily solution to the empty side of the bed.

tend to every leaf removing the weeds placing Us in the windows

Someone who will hold her hand like it’s the only one he’s ever

of opportunity so we can lean towards the sun so we can never

seen. To be honest, I don’t know what tux I’ll be wearing. I have

Forget that the sky is the limit planting kisses on our cheeks, hugs

no idea what my wedding will look like. But I imagine.. I imagine

on our backs Growing their love on us the best way they know

the woman who pins my last name to hers will butterfly down the

how, like my father, my father Lived a deadly nightmare so I can

aisle like a five foot promise. I imagine that her smile will be so big

live my dreams, my father awarded me in blood sweat and tears,

that you will see it on Google maps and know exactly where our

in hopes that’d I’d be ripe for the harvest, and I hope that I’ll be

wedding is being held. The woman that I plan to marry will

as great as a father As she was for me you did not ask me to spell

have champagne in her walk and I will get drunk on her footsteps.

dead beat sir but if you’d like dead beat Here it is F-A-T-H-E-R D-

When the pastor asks me if I take this woman to be my wife I will

A-D D-A-D-D-Y P-O-P P-O-P-S if you’d like the slang, you asked

say yes before he even finishes the sentence. I will apologize to

me To spell father and where I am from in my life father is and has

him later for being impolite but I will also explain to him that our

been and always will be spelled M-O-T-H-E-R so open your

first kiss happened six years ago and I’ve been practicing my yes

encyclopedias show me your flashcards, open your dictionaries

for the past 2,165 days and when people ask me about my

Cause what Webster says, means nothing around here, around

wedding I never know what to say but when people ask me about

here my father is sitting right there, and I love her.

my future wife.. I always tell them that her eyes are the only
20

Christmas lights that deserve to be seen all year long. I tell them

without calling you And I barely made it out of my garage See, I

that she thinks too much, she misses her father, she loves to

want a love that makes me wait until she falls asleep And wonder

laugh, and she’s terrible at lying because her face never figured

if she’s dreaming about us being in love type love Or who loves

out how to do it correctly. I tell them that if my alarm clock

the other more Or what she’s doing this exact moment Or slow

sounded like her voice my snooze button would collect dust. I tell

dancing in the middle of our apartment to the music of our hearts

them that if she came in a bottle, I would drink her until my vision

Closing my eyes and imagining how a love so good Could hurt so

is blurry and my friends take away my keys. I tell them that if she

much when she’s not there And shit I love not knowing where this

was a book, I would memorize her table of contents. I would read

love is headed type love And check this, I want to place those

her cover to cover hoping to find typos just so we can both have

little post-it notes All around the how she, she never forgets how

something to work on. Because aren’t we all unfinished? Don’t

much I love her type love And not have enough ink in my pen to

we all need editing? Aren’t we all waiting to be read by someone

write all there is to love about her type love And hope I make her

praying that will tell us that we make sense? She don’t always

feel as good as she makes me feel And I want to deal with my

make sense. But her imperfections are the things I love about her

friends making fun of me The way I made fun of them when they

the most. To be honest, I don’t know when I will be married. I

went through the same kind of love type love Only diﬀerence is,

don’t know where I will be married. But I do know this.. whenever

this is one of those real love type loves And just like in high

I’m asked about my future wife, I explain her as the best I can.

school I want to spend hours on the phone not saying shit And

She always sounds a lot like you.

then fall asleep and then wake up with her right next to me And

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Love Type Love by Shihan

smell her all up in my covers type love I want to try counting the
ways I love her And lose count in the middle just so I have to start
all over again And I want to celebrate one of those one month
anniversaries Even though they ain’t really anniversaries But

I want a love like Me thinking of you Thinking of me thinking of

doing it just ‘cause it make her happy type love And, check this, I

you type love Or me telling my friends more than I’ve ever

want to fall in love with the melody the phone plays When none of

admitted to myself About how I feel about you type love Or hating

us dialed into it type love And talk to you until I lose my breathe

how jealous you are But loving how much you want me all to

She leaves me breathless But with the expanding of my lungs I

yourself type love Or see how your first name just sound so good

inhale all of her back into me I want a love that makes me need to

next to my last name And shit I wanted to see how far I could get

change my cell phone calling plan To something allows me to talk
21

to her longer ‘cause in all honesty, I want to avoid one of them
high cell phone bill type loves And I want a love that makes me
regret how small my hands are I mean the lines on my palms
don’t give me enough time To love you as long as I’d like to type
love And I want a love that makes me st-st-st-st-stutter Just
thinking about how strong this love is type love And I want a love
that makes me want to cut oﬀ all my hair Well, maybe not all of
the hair Maybe like I cut the split ends and trim my moustache
But it would still be a symbol of how strong my love for her And
check this, I kind of feel comfortable now So I even be fantasizing
about walking out on a green light Just dying to get hit by a car
Just so I could lose my memory Get transported to some third
world country just to get treated Then somehow meet up again
with you so I can fall in love with you In a diﬀerent language and
see if it still feels the same type love I want a love that’s as
unexplainable as she is But I’m married, so she’s gonna be the
one I share this love with.
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 11

Education
and Religion

Section 1

The Functions of Education
Although family and peers are critical in the socialization process,

that educators are following all the necessary state and federal

children will spend more time at school interacting with people

laws.

when they reach age 5.

The

educational system is a
where people consciously
take the role of active learner

2)Hierarchy of Authority manifests

Movie 1.1 Poetry in Praxis

itself in the teacher/student bond, but

I Hate School But Love Education by Suli Speaks

also within the faculty/administrator
and administrator/school board

or as teacher, and is of central

relationship.

importance in modern society
and has all of the elements of

3)Written Rules and Regulations are

a social institution: (View

created at the local, state and federal

Movie 1.1)

level to educate our youth.

1)

Division of Labor allows

4)Impersonality is incorporated into

teachers to teach, but just

the classroom with grades.

as important is the staﬀ that

students do not perform, then they

makes sure that students
enroll in class and have
their books; the custodians
that have everything in

1) https://youtu.be/y_ZmM7zPLyI - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

working order; and the

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

administrators that ensure

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

If

fail, and it is not supposed to matter
how much you like them or what
social circumstances they face on a
day-to-day basis.
5)Te c h n i c a l Q u a l i fic a t i o n s a r e
necessary to ensure some degree of
2

quality in the educational process.

Teachers must have the

appropriate credentials to teach so that they are experienced

from less prestigious institutions.

structural racism promotes negative images of people of color

and knowledgeable of varying
teaching practices to increase
eﬀectiveness.

It is believed that since

that this group has a higher burden of
proof to demonstrate their minimum

Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis

qualifications.

Education for Profit by Joe Limer

The Meaning of a College Degree

As with any other social institution,
functionalist focus on the education

Although there is great

system’s major roles that it performs for

significance in just earning your

society to maintain stability and control:

college degree, symbolic
interactionists are also interested

1)Socialization is education’s primary

in finding out the importance of

responsibility as it transmits necessary

where you receive your degree.

cultural elements to our children.

Although it seems to be common

learn the alphabet along with all the

knowledge that more prestigious

sounds that the letters make and then

We

schools will increase your life

1) https://youtu.be/H4zf2z4W63M - Video

eventually learn how to read and write

chances, research has uncovered

2) What is the poem about?

so that in high school we will learn to do

c o n t r a d i c t o r y fi n d i n g s .

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

book reports on famous literary works

Sociologist S. Michael Gaddis in

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

such as The Invisible Man by Ralph

his study, Discrimination in the
Labor Market found that the life

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

chances of white people are not

Ellison, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott
Fitzgerald or The Color Purple by Alice
Walker. How to do math is focused on

aﬀected by where they receive their degree, while for people of

examples using money, because even if a person does not

color it is a diﬀerent story. What is found is that the prestige of

understand algebra, they will have to interact with money at

the college for people of color increases their job placement and

one time or another. We learn about key historical people such

promotion opportunities to EQUAL that of whites that graduate

as Harriet Tubman, a conductor of the Underground Railroad.
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We learn that George Washington was a Revolutionary War

are given through the structure of grading and that if you do the

general and became the first president of the United States and

work, you will do well in school and in life.

that Abraham Lincoln released
African captives from slavery.
We learn of feminist advocates

Movie 1.3 Equality versus Equity

is one of the first things that
school teaches us by encouraging

Virginia Wolfe and Sojourner

sharing and playing well with

Truth, labor organizer Cesar

others.

Chavez and civil rights leader

Social integration is so

important that not being able to

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. We

do this will usually result in being

learn about these people in US

h e l d b a c k i n k i n d e rg a r t e n .

history because it helps us

Students then begin to associate

remember where we came

themselves with a particular class

from; informs us about who we

and find a sense of belonging

are and how we arrived at this

when they are called Ms.

historical moment; and remind
us how far we have yet to go.

2)Promoting social integration

Nakamura’s Knock Outs, Mr.
1) https://youtu.be/iATDzOez7iU - Video

Jenkins Jammers or Mrs.

Schools not only teach cultural

2) What is the main point of this video?

Gerholt’s Greats.

knowledge but more importantly

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

However, the most prominent

cultural values.

We lear n

individualism by being seated at
single desks rather than group

4) Can you think of any other examples of how our society could
practice equity rather than equality? Explain.

students is by promoting a
collective identity, namely the

tables. We learn democracy and
the importance of voting in school elections. And we learn that life
is supposed to be based on meritocracy, where society rewards
people on the basis of ability and achievement.

manner to socially integrate

These awards

mascot. Schools have Spirit Week were they have multiple pep
rallies and sing their alma mater.

During sporting events, the

band will play their fight song, and people will come from miles

4

around to watch the homecoming football game against their

4) Stimulating cultural innovation allows schools to be a

crosstown rivals.

channel for social change. Sex education is a prime example
of how the educational system can create social change. Sex

3) Training and social control are necessary for schools to

used to be one of the greatest mysteries of our society even

provide a sense of order and stability in the classroom and the
campus. We train students

though almost every adult had done

to write their names in the

Movie 1.4 Poetry in Praxis

it. Given our Puritan history, talking

upper right-hand corner and

Somewhere in America by Belissa Escobedo, Rhiannon
McGavin, and Zariya Allen

taboo subjects. It was so restricted

to staple it on the left, or the

that in popular shows in the 50’s

teacher will not take your

such as I Love Lucy, they would

paper. We train students to

show two twin beds in the bedroom

do their homework and

of Lucy and Ricky as if to suggest

study for exams, or they will
fail the class.

about sex was one of our most

that this married couple was not

We teach

having sex.

students to raise their hand
before speaking, to sit

Another innovation that many

correctly in their chairs and

schools institute is that of

to wait in line or they will not
receive a star for the day.

1) https://youtu.be/OadZpUJv8Eg - Video

egalitarianism the belief in the
equality of all people, especially in

We train students to arrive at

2) What is the poem about?

school and to class on time,

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

can be argued that the very idea of

or they will be given

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

public education was born out of the

detention. All of these rules

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

idea that people, regardless of class

prepare them for the
workforce later in life.

political, economic, or social life. It

status, should receive a proper
education.

This goal is

accomplished through a multicultural assortment of reading
material, having students learn about various cultures from a
5

cultural relativism perspective, creating opportunities for women

These increases have aﬀected many people who do not hold

to play sports and allowing people of lower socioeconomic status

such degrees through credentialism, which is a term used to

to eat lunch for free.

describe an increase in the lowest level of education needed to

5) Social placement is a necessary evil of the education system.
High achieving students are rewarded by being put on the
Honor Roll and placed into Advanced Placement (AP) or
International Baccalaureate (IB) classes separated from the rest
of the students who have been designated as not bound for
college. Later, these students will be encouraged to apply to
universities, and the high school receives more state funding
when a large percentage of its senior class goes straight to a
four-year college. Having a baccalaureate degree dramatically
increases the likelihood that students will be placed in careeroriented jobs that earn livable wages.

enter a field when the overall job duties have not changed enough
to justify the raise.

As a result of this explosion of college

degrees, employers have increased degree requirements for jobs
that historically did not need a degree, which reduces the amount
of social status usually associated with a four-year degree.
Although giving preference to people with higher education
motivates people to obtain these degrees, falsely raising
education minimums for jobs directly aﬀects the life chances of
poor people who often find that they cannot pay for the
escalating price of college.

Movie 1.5 Credentialism is really an “ism”

An increased focus on obtaining certificates and college degrees
has led to over 85% of people receiving a high school diploma or
GED (general education development) compared to about 55%
back in 1970, while the number of individuals with baccalaureate
degrees used to be 11% and is now at almost 30%. Therefore,

1) https://youtu.be/HyoD9SqyzX8 - Video

to stay competitive people are finding out that they must have at

2) What is the main point of this video?

least some college education.

In other words, having a high

school degree does not confer any advantage to someone in the
workforce because almost everyone has graduated high school
or earned their GED (general education degree).

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Go to a job search website and explore the type of jobs that say
BA/BS required? Do you think they need that level of degree?
Explain.
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Section 2

Inequalities in the Education System
When social structures are

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis

achievements.

Research by Robert

introduced into society, conflict

What You Said? by Blanca Castro

Rosenthal and Lenore Jacobson

theorists always analyze how

back in 1968 and numerous studies

imbalances in power make their way

since then consistently find that what

into these arrangements.

These

teachers believe their students can

scholars would argue that the

achieve will aﬀect the student’s

interests of the most powerful groups

academic success.

in society are directly reflected in the

revealed that randomly selected

choices made in the curriculum, the

students that were identified as

textbooks and even the teachers that

having academic potential, not only

are selected and ignore the interests

improved but did significantly better

of minority groups, namely poor

than their peers.

people, women and people of color.

1) https://youtu.be/PBczseEl7TY - Video

One way that power manifests itself

2) What is the poem about?

within the educational system is

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

through the teacher expectancy

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

eﬀect, which describes the impact of

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

what a teacher believes about a
student’s academic potential and

how that may directly and/or indirectly aﬀect the student’s actual

feedback on assignments.

Their research

Other research

shows that if teachers were told that
a group of randomly selected
students were “ready to bloom” or
were “late bloomers,” they would
adjust the climate where students
learned, interacted with students for
longer periods of time and gave more
Social hierarchy comes into play

when teachers make assessments of students based on factors
7

that they cannot personally control, such as a school’s API

into consideration that the average grade point average (GPA) of

(Academic Performance Index) score, the number of children that

entering first-year students at many universities is above a 4.00, it

are learning English as a second language, the percent of

is easy to see the advantage that a student in AP/IB classes has

students that receive free lunches and the number of white

in getting into a 4-year college immediately after high school.

students at a school, can
dramatically aﬀect the perception
of the students at that school.
Therefore, conflict theorist would

However, the actual social benefit is not
seen unless you know that AP/IB

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis

classes are more likely to be oﬀered at

Mediocre by the Professor

schools with large numbers of people

argue that students that have

who are white and middle-class,

parents of low socioeconomic

therefore helping to maintain the status

status are not stupid, but that

quo.

society in general, but teachers

By not giving poor people and schools

specifically have low expectations

with high concentrations of students of

of this group and therefore do not

color the necessary classes to succeed

maximize their potential.

reveals what conflict theorist refer to as

Another way that social hierarchy

hidden curriculum, where certain

is seen in the education system is

standards of behavior that are deemed

through tracking, which is the

1) https://youtu.be/Uk0yTqskJe8 - Video

proper by society and are taught subtly

practice of placing students in

2) What is the poem about?

in schools, persuades poor, working

specific curriculum groups based

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

class and children of Black and

primarily on their test scores and

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

Chicano/Latino heritage to believe that

are designed to aﬀect the college

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

they can only be the workers of society

that students choose to apply.
Advance Placement (AP) and

rather than its managers and owners.
Schools that serve neighborhoods with

International Baccalaureate (IB) classes are based on a 5.00 point

large working-class populations and where the majority of

scale, while the remaining classes are on a 4.00 scale. If you take

students are Black and/or Chicano/Latino mainly stress rote
8

learning and obedience by giving multiple choice-based exams
and focus on behavioral issues.

However, schools that serve

large middle-class white populations tend to encourage creativity
and independent thinking by giving essay-based exams, reading
lists and gives volunteer opportunities to help develop leadership
skills.
Another way that hidden curriculum aﬀects the lives of students is
how sex education is heteronormative, which is the worldview
that heterosexuality is normal and that any other sexual
orientation is deviant by comparison.

Although sex education

was considered progressive when first instituted, it has yet to
include curriculum that addresses other sexualities that have
been researched and documented to exist and are “normal” in
many cultures.

The exclusion of such curriculum continues to

alienate the LGBTQI A (Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgendered/
Queer/Intersex/Asexual) community, but more importantly fuels
negative feelings towards this group or even people that are just
questioning their place on the sexuality continuum that often
results in violence against these groups.
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Section 3

What is Religion?
In sociology, we study religion because of how it aﬀects a

in a place like this, you would know when Ramadan (a month of

particular society, especially

praying, reading scripture and fasting)

as it pertains to cultural

was coming and how that may aﬀect

practices and beliefs, not
because we are necessarily

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Drunk Text Message to God by George Watsky

your students’ performance on
important exams.

If you are in a

l o o k i n g f o r t h e Tr u t h .

nation that practiced Judaism, then

Therefore sociologists define

you would celebrate a whole diﬀerent

religion as a unified system of

set of holidays than people of the

beliefs and practices that

Catholic religion.

deals with the content of what

country where Buddhism or Hinduism

is considered sacred (holy)

is the dominant practice, then your

and profane (worldly) in a

historical timeline would not be split

particular society, usually

into BC (before Christ) and AD (Anno

through the enforcement of

Domini=The Year of our Lord) like that

s p e c i fi c r u l e s a n d / o r
practices.

If you lived in an

area where the main religion
was Islam then you would not
have access to certain foods
because they are considered
unclean. If you were a teacher

1) https://youtu.be/4uOhD67028I - Video

If you lived in a

of nations that practice Christianity.

2) What is the poem about?

In other words, people do religion in

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

the same manner that one does their

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

gender. If you practice Buddhism or

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

Hinduism, then you know how to
chant in the most eﬀective manner

10

determined by your religious dogmas.

If you are Muslim, then

If you understand the purpose of religion in this manner, then

you obey the five pillars of Islam to the best of your ability. If you

cultural relativism would suggest that one religion’s answers are

practice Catholicism then on Lent you show honor to your God

not be better than other faiths. In other words, sociologists would

by fasting or giving up a particular luxury item for a designated

argue that your religious beliefs have more to do with the culture

period (usually from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Eve).

that you were raised in rather than

Movie 1.9 Religion versus Science

your actual faith in those practices.

While if you are Jewish, then

Do people go to church on Easter

y o u w i l l c o n fi r m y o u r

and Christmas because they believe

commitment to your religion at

in Jesus Christ as their Lord and

your Bar Mitzvah (for males) or

Savior or because that is what they

Bat Mitzvah (for females).

were taught to do?

Religion is practiced and

However, this perspective comes

adhered to because of the

into serious contention when you

complex and troubling

contrast it to a person’s faith, which

questions that it is designed to

is having the utmost certainty in the

answer:

doctrines of a particular belief
system.

1) Why do we exist?
2) Who or what created the
universe?
3) Why do bad things happen
to good people?
4) What happens when we die?
5) What is the right thing to do?

If we are honest, many

religious practices look completely
irrational to people outside of that

1) https://youtu.be/hSft7s6LDw0 - Video

religion.

2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

Do you pray because you

were TAUGHT to do this or do you
BELIEVE that God is listening to
you?

If you are a person that

believes in a religion that believes in God or multiple gods then
your answer to this question is yes, while if you just practice that
particular religion, then you may answer diﬀerently.
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How Do Religions Start?

denominations Reform, Orthodox, and Conservative, while in

Technically, all the biggest religions today started oﬀ as a cult,
which is a small, alternative faith community that represents either
a new system of beliefs or a significant innovation in an existing
faith.

Three of the largest religions Judaism, Islam and

Islam Sunni and Shia are the two major groups. Christianity has
many denominations including but not limited to Catholics,
Baptists, Lutheran, Methodists, Pentecostal, Messianic Judaism,
and Calvary Chapel.

Christianity, originated from one man, Abraham, and so were very

Many divisions within major religions are not the result of new

small in the beginning. If you believe in a literal interpretation of

doctrine, but a return to a religion’s foundational practices.

the Bible, then Abraham and his wife Sara did not have a child

sect is a relatively small religious group that has broken away

until they were in their 90’s! Regardless, Judaism believes that

from some other religious organization to renew what it considers

Abraham’s son Isaac would receive the favor of God. However,

the original vision of the faith.

Islam believes that God’s blessings would be with the son that

considered fundamentalist who are people that rigidly adhere to

Abraham had with his concubine Hagar, named Ishmael.

core religious doctrines that are often accompanied by literal

Christianity started as a small cult called The Way and resulted

applications of scripture and fight against secularization, which

because of the belief that Jesus Christ was the Messiah promised

refers to religion’s diminishing influence in the public sphere,

to Judaism and was a direct descendant of Abraham through the

especially in politics and the economy.

lineage of Judah.

more likely to occur in religions with a history that extends over

When a cult grows large enough and survives past its originator,
usually a government or ruling body legitimates these practices
as a formal religion. However, when religions become big many
times arguments emerge that cannot be reconciled because they
represent major diﬀerences in their teachings.

These

disagreements often result in denominations, which is a large,
organized branch of a major religion that teaches something

A

These groups are commonly

These distinctions are

millennia such as Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism.

However,

although the Church of Latter Day Saints (also known as
Mormonism) is less than 200 years old, there are sects that desire
a return to the polygamist practices that it was founded on that
the main religion abandoned in the late 1800’s.

One of these

Mormon sects, Apostolic United Brethren (AUB) is the religion
practiced by the people in the TV show, Sister Wives.

specific within its belief structure that separates it from the
general religion.

In Judaism, there are three primary
12

Movie 1.10 Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster
By Jules Suzdaltsev @ Test Tube

1) https://youtu.be/CqPw_kZRtj4 - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Search for other parody religions. What are the main tenants?
Explain.
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Section 4

What Religions Do For Us?
Functionalists would focus on

Movie 1.11 Poetry in Praxis

even with over a week of preparation time,

how a sense of community is

Your God by Rudy Francisco

many religious groups and churches were

created for the people that

the first respondents to people that were

practice a particular religion.

stuck on their rooftops with little to no food,

Religious groups believe in the

no medical supplies all while being directly

same answers to some of

exposed to the elements.

life’s most diﬃcult questions,

Although religions can bring us together,

have a similar sense of

conflict theorist focus on how these

morality and adhere to a

organizations serve two essential functions:

specific set of behaviors.

to separate people from one another and to

However, perhaps the most

legitimize social stratification.

important practice that

filled with wars and other atrocities that are

religious institutions perform is

1) https://youtu.be/GT7Xpp7jgRs - Video

to provide members, and

2) What is the poem about?

many times non-members,

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

with emotional, physical and

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

financial support in times of
need.

Helping people in this

grounded in diﬀerences in religious dogma.

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

manner was crucial when
Hurricane Katrina hit the gulf coast and broke through the levees
in New Orleans, Louisiana in 2005. As government action failed

History is

and Protestants.

The Crusades represented the struggle
between Islam and Christianity as they
fought over a city that they both considered
sacred, Jerusalem.

The French Wars of

Religion was the conflict between Catholics
Judaism versus Islam is at the center of

international politics embodied in the conflict between Israel and

14

Palestine.

While the Lebanese Civil War pitted Sunnis,

Shiites ,and Christians against each other.
Although the nation that wins rules over the one that lost, conflict

Learning About the Sacred
Defining what is sacred and holy is the most fundamental activity
of religions and symbolic interactionist desire to examine this

theorist would argue that the most
important function that religion
performs is to justify the oppression
of the masses by the elite.

Almost

every religion suggests that God

process and how such
symbols are used in our

Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis
We are Connected by Youth Speaks Washington DC Team
2013

everyday lives.

In the Hindu

religion the swastika is a
symbol of good luck and

favors the wealthy ruling class of a

fortune, but if you were to wear

particular society.

Also, religion

this symbol in a Jewish

teaches us that poor people are a

synagogue, this would be

result of a lack of favor or personal

considered insensitive and

misdeeds in this life or past lives in

may be violently opposed

the religions that believe in

because this was the symbol

reincarnation, rather than slavery,

of Nazi Germany who was

colonialism, imperialism and other

responsible for the deaths of

types of structured oppression. But

1) https://youtu.be/tv00xjClbx0 - Video

millions of people of Jewish

perhaps the most important purpose

2) What is the poem about?

heritage.

of religion is how is diﬀuses the
dissatisfaction of the masses about
the injustices faced in this life with
the promise of a better life when they
pass away.

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

It is argued that this

encourages people to not fight against the oppressive systems

How does the

symbol of the cross of
Christianity become a
starndard shape for a sword in
Europe and the crescent moon
of Islam a scimitar in many

places in the Middle East?

and social injustices that they currently face and to rely on divine
justice rather than personal action.
15

Understanding these symbols and how they are used is important
because the oﬀended group will regard misuse very negatively.
This issue was illustrated in the case where a newspaper in
Denmark printed a political cartoon depicting the Prophet
Mohammad with a bomb for a turban.

This depiction was

considered blasphemy to many people who practice Islam and
caused a major international incident.
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Section 5

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Educational System (2)

Tracking (9)
Hidden Curriculum (9)

Meritocracy (3)

Bullet-point answer questions:

Egalitarianism (5)

1) What are the five functions of the educational system?

Credentialism (6)
Teacher Expectancy Eﬀect (8)
Tracking (9)
Hidden Curriculum (9)
Heteronormative (10)
Religion (11)
Faith (12)
Cult (13)
Denominations (13)
Sect (13)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

2) What are the five questions that religion normally helps us
answer?
3) Name at least 3 sociological things that could aﬀect a
teacher’s expectation of their students BEFORE they even
interact with their students.

Short answer questions:
4) What is the diﬀerence between a cult, denomination and a
sect and give an example of all three?
5) Does the US operate on meritocracy and egalitarianism in the
educational system? Explain.

Credentialism (6)
Teacher Expectancy Eﬀect (8)

17

Critical thinking questions:
6) What is the relationship between tracking and hidden
curriculum and give examples of how this works?
7) What is the diﬀerence between how functionalist and conflict
theorist view religion? Which do you think is more correct to
you? Explain.
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Section 6

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Poetry in Praxis
I Hate School But Love Education by Suli Speaks

Mother Teresa, Spielberg, Shakespeare, Beethoven, Jesse
Owens, Muhammad Ali, Sean Carter, Michael Jeﬀrey Jordan,
Michael Joseph Jackson. Were either of these people

So you want... to get a degree Why? Let me tell you what society

unsuccessful... or... uneducated? All I'm saying is that, If there

will tell you: Increases your chances of getting a job, Provides

was a family tree hard work and education would be related, But

you an opportunity to be successful, Be a lot less stressful,

school would probably be a distant cousin, Because if education

Education is the key. Now let me tell you something your parents

is the key, School is the lock, Because it rarely ever develops

will tell you: Make me proud, Increases your chances of getting a

your mind to the point where it can perceive red as green and

job, Provides you an opportunity to be successful, Your life will

continue to go when someone else said stop. Because as long

be a lot less stressful, Education is the key. Now let's look at the

as you follow the rules and pass exams your cool, But are you

statistics, Steve Jobs - net worth seven billion R.I.P, Richard

aware that examiners have a checklist, And if your answer is

Branson - net worth four point two billion, Oprah Winfrey - two

something outside the box then the automatic response is a

point seven billion, Mark Zuckerberg, Henry Ford, Steven

cross, And then they claim that school expands your horizons

Spielberg, Bill Gates Now here comes the Coup de grâce,

and your visions, Well tell that to Malcolm X who dropped out of

Looking at these individuals, what's your conclusion? Neither of

school and is world renowned for what he learn in a prison.

them in being successful, Ever graduated from a higher learning

Proverbs 17:16 It does a fool no good to spend money on an

institution. Now some of you may be like, Money is only the

education, Why? Because he has no common sense. George

medium by which we measure worldly success, And some of you

Bush. Need I say more? Education is about inspiring one's mind,

even have the nerve to say "I don't do it for the money." So what

Not just filling their head, And take this from me because I'm an

you studying for? To work for a charity? Need more clarity? Let's

'Educated' man myself, Who only came to this realization after

look at the statistics: Jesus, Muhammed, Socrates, Malcolm X,

countless nights in the library, With a can of red bull keeping me
19

awake till morning, Another can in the morning, Falling asleep

Chicken. I once saw David Beckham take a free kick, I watched

between piles of books that probably equates to the same

as the side of his Adidas-sponsored boot hit the patent leather of

amount I spent on my rent, Memorize equations, facts and dates,

the ball at an angle, Which caused it to travel towards the skies

Write down to the letter, Half of which I would never remember,

as though it was destined for the heavens, And then as it reached

And half of which I would forget straight after the exam, Before

the peek of it's momentum, As though it changed it's mind, It

the start of the next semester, Asking anyone if they had notes for

switched directions. I watched as the goalkeeper froze, As though

the last lecture. I often found myself running to class, Just so I

reciting to himself the laws of physics, And as though his brain

could find a spot on which I could rest my head and just sleep

was negotiating with his eyes, That was indeed witnessing the

without making a scene, Ironic because that's the only time I ever

spectacle that was the leather swan that was swooping towards

spent in university chasing my dreams. And then after nights with

it, And then reacted, Though only a fraction of a millisecond too

a dead-mind, I'd den find myself in a queue of half-awake

late, And before the net of the goal, Embraced the Fifa-

students, zombies, Waiting to hand in an assignment, Maybe

Sponsored ball as though it was the prodigal son returning home,

that's why they call it a deadline. And then after three years of

And the country, that I live in, Erupted into cheers, I looked at the

mental suppression, And frustration, My "Proud Mother" didn't

play and thought, Damn, Looking at David Beckham, There's

even turn up to my graduation. Now, I'm not saying that school is

more than one way in this world to be, An educated man. Peace.

evil and there's nothing to gain, All I'm saying is: understand your
motives and re-assess your aims, If you want a job working for
someone else then help yourself, But then that would be a

Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis
Education for Profit by Joe Limer

contradiction because you wouldn't really be helping yourself,
You'd be helping somebody else, There's a saying that is: if you

If we rape and murder and call that democracy, why don’t we

don't build your dreams, someone else will hire you to help build

have a slaveholding institution and call it public education If man

theirs. Redefine how you view education, Understand it's true

is defined by their dreams what does it mean when graduates

meaning, Education is not just about regurgitating facts from a

sold 2/5 of their humanity to the cashier in accounts payable

book, Or someone else's opinion on a subject to pass an exam,

leaving 3/5 of a person. I watch students get shackled by credit

Look at it. Picasso was educated at creating art, Shakespeare

hours and careers hung festering by the academic calendar

was educated in the art of all that was written, Colonel Harland

Schools get fatter building empty classrooms oﬀ the billions of

Sanders was educated in the art of creating Kentucky Fried

dollars in debt and the $25,000 per student per year in loans.
20

When we sacrifice free thought for profit, 40 acres and a mule

business of education but since when did it become a business

becomes as much an illusory reparation as career counseling

When the University of Phoenix proudly proclaims its not in it for

there is an irony our degrees call us master.

I am a political

that expand your mind bullshit but just wants to fatten its wallets,

science professor but I am an invisible man behind enemy lines

we call that an education policy So go ahead, you fugitive and

running underground ideas in dimly lit and cramped spaces there

wear your college hoodie so they know who to return you to Sing

is no space for food for thought so teaching becomes an uphill

your fight songs and alma mater like spirituals without spirit dear

battle Mass produced uselessness, I want to give fighting skills. I

school districts. Dear administrators and college presidents What

want to black market knowledge and hand it out like weapons.

we need are more teachers who care about education and what

Nat Turner these students into intellectual insurrection. Move us

we want is none of your business.

as blood brothers and sisters.

Cut us and we drip the first

amendment Veins eager for transfusion in deadened pop culture.
No wonder we are fascinated with vampires.

Movie 1.3 Equality versus Equity

Our society is

they were going for career change and this person now wanted to

defined by our anemia The question “what do you want to be

you know take a statistics class in order to become to go into

when you grow up” turns into a lottery ticket bought with the last

nursing and so she takes my stats class she is fearful for her life

dollar We lose faith in education so I find God within the creases

because throughout her whole life in the Equality model she has

of my degrees and speak from the pulpit with so much fire in my

felt very stupid because she didn't ever do well in a math class

tongue that students raise hands to heaven like they’re lifting

however in this equity era that we live in she finds out that she

spirits from the dead. Dear school districts, administrators and

has an alternative learning style and she receives the appropriate

college presidents Slavery is no longer legal in the world yet

accommodations for my class and in my class and it just meant

currently this is the most slaves we’ve had in history We’ve

that she just needed some extended time now by the way this is

become a fast food conveyor belt of knowledge and empty

not cheating what this is, is society acknowledging the education

calorie memorization students are numbers. Over 7 billion served

system acknowledging that the system is not set up for her and

and I am no longer hungry Ask me if I’m trying to advance a

so therefore take this extra time take this little bit of extra time in

liberal agenda and I’ll say I’m getting students to think for

order to process and let us really know what it is that you know

themselves Ask me if I’m doing it for the money and I’ll show you

and so to make a long story short she received an a-plus in my

my paycheck and then punch you in the throat Ask me why I do it

class not an a an a-plus and i remember when i told her her test

and I will say I just want to teach. Maybe I am not built for the
21

score first exam she broke down crying because she was literally

have been banned by their state government And it's not the one

scarred for her whole life because she felt like she was stupid

that can rip through flesh It's the one that says "fuck you" on

because she didn't know how to do well in math when all she

more pages than one Because we must control what the people

really just needed were accommodations to her learning style and

say, and how they think And if they want to become the overseer

that's not even the best part of the story the best part of the story

of their own selves, then we'll show them a real one And

is that she continues to go towards a masters degree in nursing

somewhere in America, there's a child sitting at his mother's

and she writes a master's thesis that is statistically based

computer, reading the homepage of the KKK's website, and

because she now has confidence in her math abilities because

that's open to the public But that child will never have read "To

she knows that there's that she has an alternative learning style

Kill a Mockingbird" because the school has banned it for it's use

and doesn't feel so stupid anymore and so anyway equality then

of the "N" word Maya Angelou is prohibited because we're not

in our education system has made us miss out on a lot of brilliant

allowed to talk about rape in school We were taught that 'just

people and I hope that our pursuit and focus on equity changes a

because something happens, doesn't mean you are to talk about

lot of that

it' They built us brand new shopping malls so that we'll forget

Movie 1.4 Poetry in Praxis

where we're really standing On the bones of the Hispanics, on the
bones of the slaves, on the bones of the Native Americans, on the

Somewhere in America by Belissa Escobedo, Rhiannon McGavin,

bones of those who fought just to speak! Transcontinental

and Zariya Allen

Railroad to Japanese Internment Camps There are things missing
from our history books But we were taught that it is better to be

Here in America, in every single state, they have a set of

silent, than to make them uncomfortable Somewhere in America,

standards for every subject A collection of lessons that the

private school girls search for hours through boutiques, trying to

teacher's required to teach by the end of the term But the

find the prom dress of their dreams While kids on the south side

greatest lessons you'll ever teach us will not come from your

spending hours searching through the 'lost and found' 'cause

syllabus The greatest lessons you will ever teach us, you will not

winter's coming soon and that's the only jacket they have Kids

even remember You never told us what we weren't allowed to say

are late to class for working the midnight shift They give awards

We just learned how to hold our tongues Now somewhere in

for best attendance, but not for keeping your family oﬀ the streets

America, there is s a child holding a copy of "Catcher in the Rye"

These kids will call your music ghetto, they will tell you you don’t

and there is a child holding a gun But only one of these things

talk right Then they’ll get in the backseat of a car with all their
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friends singing ‘ bout how “They’re ‘bout that life” and “we can’t
stop” Somewhere in America, schools are promoting self
confidence While they whip out their scales and shout out your
body fat percentage in class While heftier girls are hiding away,
and the slim fit beauties can’t help but giggle with pride The
preppy kids go thrift shopping ‘cause they think it sounds real fun
But we don’t ‘cause that’s all we got money for ‘Cause momma
works for the city, momma only gets paid once a month
Somewhere in America, a girl is getting felt up by a grown man on
the subway She’s still in her school uniform and that’s part of the
appeal It’s hard to run in knee socks and Mary Jane’s, and all her
male teachers know it too Coaches cover up the star players
raping freshmen after the dance Women are killed for rejecting
dates, but God forbid I bring my girlfriend to prom Girls black out
drunk at the after party, take a picture before her wounds wake
her How many pixels is your sanity worth? What’s a 4.0 to a cold
jury? What’d you learn in class today? Don’t walk fast, don’t
speak loud, keep your hands to yourself, keep your head down
Keep your eyes on your own paper, if you don’t know the answer,
fill in “C” Always wear earbuds when you ride the bus alone If you
feel like someone’s following you, pretend you’re on the phone A
teacher never fails, only you do Every state in America, the
greatest lessons, are the ones you don’t remember learning

Movie 1.5 Credentialism is really an “ism”
So as a result of the higher percentages of people who have high
school diplomas businesses everywhere have been raising their
educational requirements even though the jobs that they're
raising those educational requirements don't really need a degree.
It's actually really easy to see when a BA is not required for a
particular job um if you look at the job announcement and you
just see BA required, then you know that you do not need to BA
for the job because think about it are you really trying to tell me
that a person with a BA and mathematics has the same skillset as
a person with a BA in let's say English if you were to tell me that
the BA in mathematics was necessary I would assume that my
higher mathematical reasoning abilities would come into play into
that job while I have a BA in English it required then I would
assume that there was a lot more writing and reading associated
with that particular job right and so although preferences for
people with higher degrees serves as motivation to go to college
what makes credentialism an ism like sexism is an ism is that the
degree hike put people in lower social economic classes at a
serious disadvantage in the workplace alright so because it's not
a big secret that the Great Recession caused fees for colleges to
go skyrocketing even at a community college level in California
the price of tuition nearly doubled right and just to put things in
perspective on that my sister who was just five years older than I
am went to Community College in California when tuition was free
so people in the upper classes have a distinct advantage when it
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comes to paying for college and having parents with the time

stronger

energy and knowledge to help their children through the system

And one day I’ll be Bilingual, Like you Too!

however it can also be argued that credentialism is an ism
because it serves as a form of colorblind racism because white
people are more likely to complete their BA than black people
and Chicano Latinos in general but more specifically to the men
of those of particular populations now remember you need to
couple that with the fact that you really don't need a BA to do a
lot of these jobs and then you can definitely argue that credential
ism privileges higher class white people and so this is why i
would argue that credentialism is actually an ism
Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
What You Said? by Blanca Castro

Hizo mis sueños más fuertes And Yes I can continue

That day is TODAY! Let’s talk about now, now, NOW; De hoy!
Remember once you said that I was never going to amount to
anything in the United States Because I didn’t know how to speak
English? If graduating from the best college I know, is not doing
anything?! Then you tell me what it is? Digame qué es? If going
to school everyday and loving it, is not doing anything? Then, tell
me what I am doing? Digame qué estoy haciendo? If performing
this poem in English is not speaking your language Then explain
me what it is? Expliqueme qué es? I proved you wrong And it is
not for your own benefit I proved myself I can do everything I
want And I don’t need people like you That only say things to
mess up student’s future But here I am, Years later And guess

What you said? Can you repeat it again please? You said that I’ll

what? I am not only bilingual I don’t only speak

never gonna do anything in the United States? Just because I

English Español e Ingles But I also speak Integrity= Integridad

don’t know how to speak English? Is that your only reason? Or it

Values= Valores Leadership= Liderazgo My Culture= Mi cultura

is only your opinion? Don’t you remember you are bilingual? I

And/ Y Ethics=Etica These are words that I can speak in many

wanna be bilingual too Please help me to continue What you

languages That you can’t speak in any And I am not only bilingual

said? You said it again? Why? Don’t you suppose be helping your

I am ... multilingual

people? I’m your people too I just wanna know, Who helped you?
Nobody? So, you born bilingual? What you said? Do not disturb
you anymore? Just let me talk to you For the last time of my life I
wanna thank you, Le quiero dar las gracias Because with your
indiﬀerence Porque con su indiferencia You made my dreams

Spanish and

Movie 1.7 Poetry in Praxis
Mediocre by the Professor
I want to be a mediocre professor I want to be just alright, nothing
special I want to be boring with a voice as annoying as a dripping
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faucet I want to be the professor that cracks himself up with his

beat to death by the police and that you would have to go back at

own jokes. When no one else gets it I want to act like taking

least 400 years to begin to see the dehumanization of black folks

attendance is the most important part of my day Bueler Bueler

started with slavery and that this country is built on in

and then go on to jack ben stein’s money because I want to teach

contradictions like on how all men are supposed to be created

for the money or at least teach for the vacations I want to teach

equal but black people were pinned into three fifths of a man and

simply because I can’t do what I teach, I can’t be the word so I

I also don’t want you to understand that the mass murder of 6

preach about how important it is for you to know what it is that I

million Jewish people is considered a holocaust and that the 60

know but never get you to thinking I want to teach you the test so

million or more African captives that died during the middle

you’ll graduate and be happy but you passing that test only

passage would have to be considered apocalypse and I want to

means you can barely read and write at an eighth grade level and

teach my students concepts and theories as obsolete as the 8

I want to teach at a school that only has metal shop, auto shop

Track in this digital age but always say things were better back in

and wood shop and not even bother with AP classes because

the 50s cause that was the height of white masculinity and we

look not everyone is designed to go to college like poor people

had shows on TV like my three sons and father knows best and I

and black and brown people and especially the poor black and

guess that was great and all but during that same time period

brown people but anyway I want to be barely qualified so I can

black folks were fighting for their lives just to order a cup of coﬀee

get a job at some thugged out backwater inner city school that

or to stop being that strange fruit hanging from a tree so look I

has no hope of teaching the students anything useful but I’ll get a

guess things worked better when we didn’t have to worry about

gold star because I show up to call role call in hell and I want to

that pesky idea called equality and lastly I want to be the

wait for that bell and once it rings I want run out the doors of the

professor the tells his students only once in his life what he really

school than my students so I can finally be free and I want to

thinks is important, I only do it because my death is imminent and

teach my students the value of Angelo conformity so that I can

everything that I have to say will have nothing to do with what I

talk to them about bob Dylan who sang cocaine is running around

taught every day in life like how god can make a way out of

in my brain because that will make their minds dangerous and I

noways so I wanna be a mediocre professor I want to be alright

want freedom writers to write freely about the Jewish Holocaust

nothing special because what’s the use in trying to be good.

connect that to their current reality in the inner-city but not have
them comprehend that their present situation didn’t just start with
some black dude being pulled out of his car and being damn near
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Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Drunk Text Message to God by George Watsky

Stewart and Steven Colbert shaped potato chips and watch
Chapelle’s show My church had 10 commandments, 5 precepts,
and a workplace abuse handbook but we partied hard last week

I’m not trying to brag or anything but I’m going to tell you about

and I think we left them in a restroom at Chuckie Cheese Now we

my night last night Had a couple beers, ya know Yeah, got a little

just go by a picture of a heart that I found on a bar napkin My

tipsy Got a little existential crisis-y Last night I drunk text

church tongue-kissed your mom last night Um, I’m just kidding

messaged God I just wanted to tell him I’d been thinkin’ about

She left 5 red fingers across my face We hung out with the

him A lot And to tell him I’m stalking a church I meant to write

creator I think she loves you She’s beautiful She’s got ‘daughter’

starting a church No one spells drunk texts right, anyway Last

tattooed on her left bicep ‘Son’ on her right My church is at the

night I sent out a buttload of embarrassing texts and then copied

center of the planet and has the most amazing stained-glass

them to everyone I know Like “Yo” Like “Sup” I was out sinning

windows The glass is the floor of the ocean The colors are where

Curled in a bed The room is spinning It’s all in my head I can’t get

you look up and see blue and a manatee I love manatees And the

to sleep And the weight of the world Is the weight of my sheets

forest canopy Tony Montana comes to my church and forgets he

Here’s the great thing about my church: You can keep your

left his cocaine in the car We play “Stairway to Heaven” on

religion ‘cause my church is for those of us who grew up wishing

Hendrix’s broken guitar My church gets fucked up on communion

we believed in an afterlife And for those of us who were so close

wine Asks lamp posts to be our Valentine My church bar hops

to god we could practically lean over and make out with her My

together And my church, if you don’t blow yourself to smitherines,

church is sick of bloody crusades to the march of drum corps I’ll

you get 17 virgins in a room to yourself Or you go and play

start a church that gets pissed oﬀ and starts thumb wars Maybe a

Starfox together My church got beat up by the skateboard kids

church that gets Mondays oﬀ for religion reasons A church that

for being a rollerblade kid But rolled to school the next day on

throws phone parties in elevators to learn about praise The roof,

one skate and 2 crutches True to the fight With a fist in the air

the roof, the roof is on fire We’ll dance as it burns for 8 magical

Screaming “fruit Buddhas unite!” My church can feel it’s pulse in

days That was a Jewish reference No oﬀense to Gideon bibles

it’s fingertips Has 3 stomachs because our fear is hard to swallow

but my church goes into hotel rooms and fills up the drawers with

But love always has room My church has a love bladder and

chocolate pillow mints And my church, if you choose to come to

always asks to go to the bathroom There are drawbacks of

Sunday school, you don’t learn about hell Hell no You eat Jon

course: My church will not resurrect your dead hamster My
church will not play for keeps Wear Versace Give out baby Jesus
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Tomagachi’s And Tom Cruise thinks my church sucks balls I’m

on this planet what I've been able to figure out is that science is

not Jesus Christ But I can turn water into Kool-Aid And I’m not

really good at answering the question of how something happens

Jim Jones But my church is like, totally a cult And everyone

we can explain how two atoms of hydrogen and one atom of

drinks the Kool-Aid And everyone dies! But for some people the

oxygen combine to make a molecule of water but we don't know

Kool-Aid doesn’t kick in until you’re 105 Surrounded by everyone

why it happens we just know how it happens all we know that we

who matters most to you Yes, some of us go early, but at my

are carbon-based life-forms but we don't know why it was carbon

church you have to think about that possibility ‘Cause my church

rather than silicon. Many scientists and atheists are comfortable

makes you scared I’m talkin’ like waves of fear Like you’re lying

with the answer that just says that this is all just random chance

awake at night And you pull the blankets up to your neck And

and that there's no real meaning to our lives and that when we die

your covers are like a tsunami of fear And you start

we just cease to exist however religion normally oﬀers more

hyperventilating Thinking about how you’re getting older way

uniform "quote" answers to questions such as these right the

faster than your dreams are getting accomplished About how

wheel of samsara Buddhism may explain why pain and suﬀering

skinny your arms are About how fat your tummy is About how

happen in our world the five pillars of faith of Islam gives people a

much it’s gonna suck to eventually lose the power to think about

structured way to live their lives you may have the same goal of

all the badass stuﬀ we do at our church Don’t fall asleep yet.

universal peace as people of Baha’i faith or you can learn how to

Movie 1.9 Religion versus Science

love your neighbors including your enemies from true Christians,
but regardless of your belief structure what I hope for as a

While my college was trying to shape it's mission statement I had

sociologist and also has a Christian myself is that one day we will

a colleague say that if we stated that one of our missions was to

see that science and religion don't have to be perceived as if they

help people find meaning and purpose in life that he would

were in direct opposition with each other

literally separate the biology department from the college and
quite honestly I think he was serious but anyway although it is
wholly appropriate for him and others to question whether a
public institution should have as one of it's goals to help people
find purpose and meaning in life. human beings across the world
continue to struggle with this very thing now with my limited time

Movie 1.10 Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster
By Jules Suzdaltsev @ Test Tube
Wow we actually did it thanks to all of you watching and liking
and sharing we finally hit 1 million subscribers there are just so
many people we need to thank our loyal viewers our sister shows
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and the entire test tube and discovery team now over the past

that Pastafarianism was taught as well there are a few important

few years we've spent a lot of time looking at religious figures but

central tenets to Pastafarianism pirates are the most divine

we've been saving one of the most influential for last his noodly

beings and likely to go to Pastafarian heaven which is full of beer

appendage the flying spaghetti monster because we have pasta

volcanoes and stripper factories additionally the slow drop in the

million subs we wanted to know just how powerful is the flying

number of pirates worldwide is directly attributed to the rise in

spaghetti monster well first oﬀ it may help to explain that the

global average temperature earthquakes hurricanes and other

flying spaghetti monster is the central deity in Pastafarianism

natural disasters as such full pirate regalia must be worn at all

which is actually a protest or parody religion religious satire has

times the religion claims to have 10 million followers roughly two-

been around almost as long as organized religion stretching back

thirds the size of Judaism and roughly 220 times smaller than

to ancient Greek plays in 400 BC today organizations like the

Christianity but as a matter of fact pastafarian ism is oﬃcially

Temple of the Invisible Pink Unicorn, Last Thursdayism or Jedi-

recognized in a number of countries including Poland, the

ism are created to point out flaws in belief based logic usually

Netherlands, and New Zealand and although it's not oﬃcially

related to Christianity. For example Last Thursdayism believes

recognized in the United States in 2015 a woman in

that the universe was created last Thursday parodying the biblical

Massachusetts was even allowed to wear a pasta colander on her

interpretation that the universe is less than 10,000 years old one

head for a driver's license photo claiming it was religious

of the most famous religious satires is Russell's teapot this was a

headgear above all else the flying spaghetti monster really

thought experiment by philosopher Bertrand Russell he proposed

represents the growing face of atheism and the religiously

that a small teapot was in orbit around the Sun and he challenged

unaﬃliated today those without a religious preference make up

anyone to prove him wrong since it would be basically impossible

the third largest religious group after Christianity and Islam with

to locate such a teapot it's basically impossible to disprove its

more than a billion non-adherence worldwide from 2007 to 2014

existence which parodies a central argument for the existence of

atheists and agnostics in the United States rose from about 36

a god similarly the flying spaghetti monster was invented in 2005

million more than 55 million meanwhile the conversation about

by Bobby Henderson after the Kansas State Board of Education

the place of religion in a secular world has only gotten larger and

and acted controversial education enacted standards including

more heated so just how powerful is the flying spaghetti monster

creationism or intelligent design Henderson argued that there was

spaghetti about it anyway thanks for being one in a million tests

just as much evidence for his belief in a flying omnipotent heap of

tubers we literally could have done it without you and let's keep

spaghetti and meatballs as there was for creationism demanding

this going let's hit our next goal a billion subscribers right if you
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want to learn more about the changing face of religion worldwide

mullet. I bet he wears flannel shirts with no sleeves, a fanny pack

and what the next few decades will look like find out more in this

and says words like “Get'er' dun.” I bet your god—I bet your god

video but the five big ones are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,

—I bet your god watches FOX news, Dog the Bounty Hunter,

Buddhism, Judaism, plus the unaﬃliated today Christians and

voted for John McCain, and loves Bill O’Reilly. I bet your god lives

Muslims make up roughly half of the world's population with 31

in Arizona. I bet his high school served racism in the cafeteria and

and twenty-three percent respectively thanks for watching and

oﬀered “hate speech” as a second language. I bet he has a

make sure to look out for a big announcement from us in the

swastika inside of his throat, and racial slurs tattooed to his

coming days

tongue just to make intolerance more comfortable in his mouth. I

Movie 1.11 Poetry in Praxis
Your God by Rudy Francisco

bet he has a burning cross as a middle finger and Jim Crow
underneath his nails. Your god is a confederate flags wet dream
conceived on a day when the sky decided to slice her own wrists,
I bet your god has a drinking problem. I bet he sees the bottom of

Last month it also got into another big, it was a rough feature.

the shot glass more often than his own children. I bet he pours

Ughhhm, I was like talking to people for like 30 minutes

whiskey on his dreams until they taste like good ideas, Probably

afterwards. Ummm, so I'm a believer in God and I also believe

cusses like an electric guitar with tourette’s plugged into an

that God doesn't hate anyone, and it really bothers me when I see

ocean. I bet he yells like a schizophrenic nail gun, damaging all

people who do hainus acts in the name of God. I also feel like we

things that care about him enough to get close. I bet there are

may not be praying to the same being because my God would

angels in Heaven with black eyes and broken halos who claimed

never condone some of the things that I've seen people do in the

they fell down the stairs. I bet your god would’ve made Eve

name of God's name. So I wrote this poem. Here we go:

without a mouth and taught her how to spread her legs like a

To the man standing on the corner holding the sign that said
“God hates faggots.” I’ve never seen exactly who it is that you
paperclip your knees, meld your hands together and pray to But I
think I know what he looks like: I bet your God is about 5’10”. I
bet he weighs 185. Probably stands the way a high school
diploma does when it’s next to a GED. I bet your god has a

magazine that she will never ever, ever be pretty enough to be in.
Sooner or later you will realize that you are praying to your own
shadow, that you are standing in front of mirrors and are
worshipping your own reflection. Your God stole my god’s identity
and I bet he’s buying pieces of heaven on eBay. So next time you
bend your knees, next time you bow your head I want you to tell
your god— that my god is looking for him.
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Movie 1.12 Poetry in Praxis
We are Connected by Youth Speaks Washington DC Team 2013
Male Voice: He's on the stage. [crowd chanting]

Jewish Girl: Friday prayers
Muslim Girl: Religious songs
Together: Like, God, we are both birthed from resilience, yet
raised by assumptions
Jewish Girl: This Jewish girl

Together: We're just a little to caught up in the way the world sees

Muslim Girl: Muslim girl

us

Together: Only heard:

Jewish Girl: And the way my people see yours,

Muslim Girl: Dirty money.

Muslim Girl: And the way my people see yours,

Jewish Girl: Oppressive husbands.

Together: And the way our people see ourselves.

Muslim Girl: Big-nosed banker.

Jewish Girl: In 1996, a Jewish girl was born, with the Shabbat

Jewish Girl: Suspicious terrorist.

candles glistening in her eyes.

Muslim Girl: Gas chamber.

Muslim Girl: In 1996, a Muslim girl was born, with the Adhan

Jewish Girl: Go back home!

ringing in her ears.

Muslim Girl: But--but it's 2013,

Together: She only knew of her own, um

Together: Right?

Muslim Girl: Jumu'ah,

Jewish Girl: So all that's done.

Jewish Girl: Kabbalat Shabbat,

Together: Right? So why is it that every time

Muslim Girl: Nasheeds,

Jewish Girl: A penny falls, I'm assumed to be the one to pick it

Jewish Girl: Z'mirot,

up? Stealing from every man's pocket,

Muslim Girl: Allah,

Together: And every time

Jewish Girl: Adonai.

Muslim Girl: The airport security check line moves forward, I'm

Together: She never noticed

the one who's pulled aside and patted down?

Muslim Girl: That Jewish girl

Jewish Girl: We both look discrimination in the eye.

Jewish Girl: That Muslim girl

Muslim Girl: We both live in a country that swears up and down

Together: holding the same needles and threads that she did.

that all people are equal.

Muslim Girl: So in quilted generations from stitches and calloused

Together: Our hands should be caught together, fists raised as

palms of their past

one, fighting against the stereotype that this country has put upon
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my people.

Jewish Girl: Is he a respectable Muslim boy?

Jewish Girl: In Habron, a 14-year-old Palestinian girl was killed

Muslim Girl: Jewish boy?

when a Jewish settler shot a bullet into her right eye. She'll never

Jewish Girl: Did you meet him at the mosque?

get to witness her holy land come back to her.

Muslim Girl: The synagogue?

Muslim Girl: In Herzliya, a 14-year-old Israeli girl was killed by a

Jewish Girl: That little Palestinian girl

Palestinian pipe bomb. She was just trying to eat her dinner at her

Muslim Girl: And that little Israeli girl

favorite restaurant by the beach.

Together: Will never get to be asked these questions,

Jewish Girl: We are told to stay within the confines of our religion,

Jewish Girl: Never get to discover that they have the same

Muslim Girl: Of our tradition,

favorite movies,

Jewish Girl: As if a young Palestinian girl's life ended by Israeli

Muslim Girl: Or whether they were both gonna become poets,

gunfire

Together: Performing on stages like this one,

Muslim Girl: Is worth any more or less than a young Israeli girl's

Jewish Girl: And we may not have either,

life ended by a Palestinian pipe bomb.

Muslim Girl: Had we let the way the world sees us get in our way.

Jewish Girl: This world would rather chew up and spit out our

Together: We are connected. We are one.

history than help these two girls

Jewish Girl: Like Adonai.

Muslim Girl: That could have been us.

Muslim Girl: Like Allah.

Jewish Girl: This world has devoured our past,

Together: Like God.

Muslim Girl: But how quickly it forgets
Together: You are what you eat.

[crowd cheering]

Jewish Girl: See, this Jewish girl
Muslim Girl: And this Muslim girl
Together: Are for more similar than our religions would like us to
believe, because I betcha didn't realize
Jewish Girl: That we have the same favorite movies,
Muslim Girl: And that we both love
Together: Hummus! And we keep being asked the same damn
questions every time we fall head over heels:
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 12

Government
and Economy

Section 1

Power and Authority
The ultimate expression of the cohesion of a society is the

time when we messed up and in my generation and it was

formation of a governing body

socially acceptable and

that manages how power, which

encouraged. (View Movie 1.1)

is the ability to exercise one’s will
over others; is measured,

Movie 1.1 Should You Spank Your Child by Strange Fruit
Sociology

Another form of force that may
happen in public is when a parent

All

grabs their child and pulls them

throughout human cultures there

away from the toy section or the

are three fundamental expressions

playground while the child is

of power and can be illustrated

kicking and screaming. However,

with how parents raise their

one sign of force that many

Force is the actual or

parents use is the voice. I could

threatened use of coercion to

tell when my mother was REALLY

impose one’s will on others.

mad at me when she pronounced

Timeouts or being grounded is

my name with a loud, deep rasp

how many of my middle-class

“Bruce!” When I heard the voice, I

distributed and maintained.

children.

friends were punished, however,

1) https://youtu.be/LYrPXXGbE0E - Video

would freeze in my tracks and try

in my household force was usually

2) What is this video about?

to figure out what I was doing

in the form of a whuppin’. Not to

3) What are some of the arguments that the professors use
regarding spanking your child?

wrong to minimize the punishment

minimize the occurrence of child
abuse in our society, but my
mother would whup us ALL the

4) Where you spanked as a child? Do you believe that it had positive
or negative eﬀects? Explain.

that was sure to come.
However, many parents today are

2

encouraged to use influence, which is power through persuasion,

described would result in disagreement because he did not agree

to handle disciplinary problems. This technique usually results in

with the fundamental premise that although he LOOKED like an

some type of negotiation. If you do your chores, I will pay you an

adult that he was a child and that I did not want him to make a

allowance.

mistake that could aﬀect him for the

If you do your

homework, I will let you play
video games for an hour. But a
p a r e n t ’s l a s t r e s o r t i s

rest of his life.

Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis

Types of Authority

21 by Patric Roche

authority, which is

Our parents are usually the first

institutionalized power

authorities that we encounter in our

recognized by the people over

lives.

whom it is exercised.

type of authority.

This is

However, they are only one
Traditional

when a child argues with their

authority is when legitimate power is

parents and asks, “Why can’t I

conferred by custom and accepted

wear these clothes to the

practice.

wedding?” or “Why can’t I get

typically the reason why we listen to

a cell phone when I am 10

our parents, not because we are

years old?” or “Why can’t I get
a tattoo when all my friends
have one!” and us parents say
in a calm, cool voice that we
have practiced for years just
for this moment, “Because I
said so.”

This answer upset

This kind of authority is

1) https://youtu.be/6LnMhy8kDiQ - Video

legally obligated, but because this is

2) What is the poem about?

the accepted practice in our society.

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

(View Movie 1.2) However, when
most people think of authority, it is
usually rational-legal authority,
which is based on formally agreed
upon and accepted rules, principles,

my teenage son the most, but

and procedures of conduct that are established in order to

it was the only answer that I could give without spending two

accomplish goals in the most eﬃcient manner possible. In other

hours trying to explain a rationale that no matter how well

words, this type of authority relies on a title that we are
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conditioned to follow regardless of the person that holds it.

A

person in our history galvanized an entire nation without being the

When you are

President of the United States or some legal title to back him or

driving, and a police oﬃcer pulls up behind you, it is virtually

her up. Throughout history, we have seen people aﬀect the world

automatic that you start checking to see if you are doing

with little else than their passion and devotion to a particular

good example of this would be police oﬃcers.

something wrong.

For me, I

always look at my speedometer
to see how fast I am going. If the
police oﬃcer drives past you,

cause.

Mother Theresa and her

fight against world hunger,

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Cuz He’s Black by Javon Johnson

Mahatma Gandhi and the
liberation of India, Nelson

then you breathe a sign of relief,

Mandela and his fight against

but if they put on their lights then

apartheid, Buddha Shakyamuni

you know to pull over and get out

leading people to enlightenment,

your license, registration, and

the Prophet Muhammad who

proof of insurance.

unified Arabia, and Jesus the

Another

example of rational-legal authority
is a teacher.

Christ with his doctrine of love.

Even if you do not

Sociological Perspectives on

like your teacher, if you want a

Authority

good grade in class then you
better do the work that they

1) https://youtu.be/u9Wf8y_5Yn4 - Video

Charismatic authority is hardest to

2) What is the poem about?

explain by sociologists and is the

The last type of authority is

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

focus of symbolic interactionist.

charismatic authority, which

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

refers to power made legitimate

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

demand of you. (View Movie 1.3)

by a leader’s exceptional personal

On a national level, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was

perhaps the most charismatic leader in our nation.

Is there such a thing as a born
leader or are leaders socialized
into taking command? In the US,

or emotional appeal to his or her
followers.

What makes someone a leader?

No other

leaders are constructed as someone who takes the initiative,
makes good decisions, and has a loud voice.

However, one
4

element that an interactionist would break down is how being tall

be quick to point out that these cases are exceptions to the rule

is constructed as part of being a leader, which in the US is about

and should not undermine public confidence in these institutions.

6 feet and over. In the Journal of Applied Psychology, Judge and
Cable found that 90% of Fortune 500 CEO’s are above average
height and that short people are paid less than their taller
counterparts at a magnitude comparable to race and gender
discrepancies.
In analyzing the same data, conflict theorists would quickly point
out that the way leadership is constructed invariably favors men.
Men are more likely to be encouraged to take the initiative and
make decisions with the games that they play, i.e. sports, while
women are more apt to play games that are more cooperative in
nature, i.e. house. Also, the average height of men in the US (5’
10”) is about 5 inches taller than women (5’ 5”), which facilitates a
gross over-representation of men in leadership positions.

Men

are over 80% of Congress, and the Senate and women represent
less than 5% of Fortune 1000 CEO’s.
Even with the unbalanced distribution of power in society,
functionalists understand authority as a necessary component to
maintain stability.

These sociologists would pay particular

attention to abuses of power and seek to correct such behaviors
when they occur. Functionalist acknowledge that there are police
oﬃcers that misuse their power and react harshly to abuses such
as planting evidence and police brutality. However, they would

5

Section 2

The Economy as a Social Construction
Every nation has a dominant ideology regarding how to operate
its economic system, which
refers to the social institution
through which goods and

laissez-faire, which is a form of capitalism where people

Movie 1.4 Jay Z versus Donald Sterling by Strange Fruit
Sociology

could compete freely, with minimal
government intervention in the
economy because the driving need to

services are produced,

accumulate profit often came at the

distributed, and consumed.

expense of workers through unsafe

There are three basic ideal

work environments, grueling work

types of systems:

hours and low wages and also

1.

significantly aﬀected society in

Capitalism is an

general because of mass pollution

economic system in which

and lack of industry standards. (View

the means of production

Movie 1.4)

are held largely in private

2.Socialism is where the government

hands, and the main
incentive for economic
activity is the
accumulation of profits.
The US operates primarily
under this system, but
with restrictions.

Our

nation decided against

1) https://youtu.be/k1oX-J4icOc - Video
2) What are some of the main points of this video?

rather than private parties largely
owns the means of production and
distribution.

Under this system, the

3) Why does Ant Black state that supporting Jay Z is diﬀerent than
supporting Donald Sterling? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

government often passes strict laws

4) You consume what you value. What would people think you
value if they knew what you consumed? Explain.

order to try and prevent large-scale

and heavily regulates its economy in
recessions, which are common in a

6

capitalist system.

This system also actively subsidizes

of the Kalahari Desert, where there is no concept of private

necessary resources that it deems fundamental and
necessary for its citizens to function well.

In other words,

socialist countries like Japan, Switzerland, and Canada have
universal health care and
education all the way through
graduate school, while in the
US these items are largely

property. (View Movie 1.5)
If we were to assess the economic system of each country, what
we would find is that each has a mixed economy, which features
elements of more than one

Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis

economic system.

Capitalism by Porsha O

words, although the US values
capitalism its economy does have

considered privileges, not

socialistic elements.

rights.
3.

In other

If we were

operating under capitalism, we

Communism is an economic

would not have a minimum wage,

system in which all property is

public schools, corporate welfare

communally owned, and no

and social security.

social distinctions are made

industrialized nation, there is also

on the basis of a person’s

an informal economy where

ability to produce.

transfers of money, goods, or

Although

many nations are considered
communist, i.e. China, North
Korea, Cuba, this system has

1) https://youtu.be/53kJF0DQtNo - Video
2) What is the poem about?

In every

services take place but are not
reported to the government. This
economy can be as sophisticated

never existed in the modern

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

as a crime ring that imports and/

era because in all of these

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

or manufactures drugs and sells

nations it is still the

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

them to the general public or as

government, NOT the people,
that own the means of
production.

simple as you paying a friend $50
to borrow her truck to move a

The closest approximation of a communist

couch. Underground artists also operate in an informal economy.

society has been hunter/gather societies, e.g. the Bushmen

For instance, underground hip-hop artists often produce music in
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some portable form (CD, MP3, etc.) and often sell it from the

centers that are located in diﬀerent countries.

This economic

trunk of their car or at their live performances without reporting

shift has made the US into a postindustrial society where the

their profits to the government.

processing and control of information are the primary economic
focus and is signified when a nation’s manufacturing core

Changing Economies

produces less than 50% of the country’s Gross National Product.

The US was founded largely on a mercantile system where trade
was largely focused in the hands of the English elite. Later, we
developed a strong agricultural center, i.e. cotton and tobacco,
through the exploitation of the labor of African captives and to a
lesser degree Native Americans.

After the Civil War, the US

shifted towards an industrial society that heavily depended on
mechanization to produce its goods and services.

During our

industrial height, the US led in the production of cars, textiles,
steel and heavy machinery.
However, by the 1970’s the US experienced deindustrialization,
which refers to systematic, widespread withdrawal of investment
in fundamental aspects of productivity, such as factories and
plants.

Clothes, shoes, steel and many other items are mainly

produced in other countries as a result of this shift.

Many

companies began downsizing, which refers to reducing the size
of a company’s workforce, normally because of technological
advancements in the industry. A primary example of this is how
the automotive sector uses robotics to manufacture cars.
Oﬀshoring refers to the transfer of work to foreign contractors
and happens in parts production with cars. However, one of the
primary ways that we see this in our society is through call
8

Section 3

Types of Government
Along with an economic system, each nation also develops a

through military rule and not royal heritage. Countries that

manner in which the general population agrees to be ruled. A

are considered under this type of government are North

political system is the social institution that is founded on a

Korea, Sudan and Cuba.

recognized set of procedures for implementing and achieving
society’s goals, such as the allocation of valued resources. Many

3.

control and surveillance over all aspects of a society’s social

such systems exist today:
1.

Totalitarianism involves virtually complete government
and political life.

Although China and Columbia would be

Monarchy is a form of government headed by a single

considered modern day examples, perhaps the best known

member of a royal family, usually a king, queen, or some

totalitarian systems were Nazi Germany and the former

other hereditary ruler.

Soviet Union.

Current nations that are under an

absolute monarchy are Brunei, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Swaziland and Vatican City.

However, many countries

operate under a constitutional monarchy where the royal
family is more symbolic in nature and is subject to
parliamentary control such as Japan, United Kingdom,
Thailand, Grenada, Jamaica, and Kuwait.

Oligarchies,

where a few individuals rule often form in this system where
every significant executive position is filled by someone of

4.

Representative democracy is a form of government in
which certain individuals are selected to speak for the
people.

Democracy literally means government by the

people and represents an ideal type versus an actual form of
government. The US, Canada, Mexico and Haiti have a
representative democracy model. (View Movie 1.6)
How power is organized in a government

royal lineage or comes from an extremely wealthy family.
Organizing power in a particular society typically follows two
2.

Dictatorship happens when one person has nearly total

basic models: power elite and pluralist.

Power elite models

power to make and enforce laws that are usually imposed
9

Movie 1.6 Why is voting so diﬃcult?

example would be the tourism industry in Hawaii, which
represents approximately a third of their gross state product.
Because of this dominance, many of the regulations, policies and
laws created protect this industry.
Although there are pockets of power, the US largely operates
under the pluralist model, which suggests a structure where
there is no core group at the top who is able to advance its
common interests. This system creates and maintains a diversity
of groups at the top of the power structures so that no one group
can dominate the others.

There was a time when cotton was

king, but tobacco and textiles were also big powers at the same
time.

During our industrial period, automobiles dominated, but

1) https://youtu.be/2rFZkVOOZlQ - Video

other manufacturing industries were also vying for position. Now

2) What is the main point of this video?

Exxon, Macintosh, Wal-Mart and General Motors are a few of our

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

biggest companies, which speaks directly to the diversity of
industries that influence our nation.

4) Can you think of anything that would make voting easier? Why
do you think we make it diﬃcult? Explain.

argue that industrial societies are dominated by relatively small
numbers of people who own the factories and control natural
resources. On a national level, countries like Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait would be under this model because the vast majority of
the wealth is concentrated in the hands of the royal families.
However, it is also possible that various industries can have an
inordinate influence on the operation of a country or state
because of its importance.

Within the United States, a good
10

Section 4

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Oﬀshoring (8)
Postindustrial Society (8)

Power (2)

Monarchy (9)

Force (2)

Dictatorship (9)

Influence (2)

Totalitarianism (9)

Authority (2)

Representative Democracy (9)

Traditional Authority (3)

Democracy (9)

Rational-Legal Authority (3)

Power Elite Models (10)

Charismatic Authority (3)

Pluralist Model (10)

Capitalism (6)
Laissez-Faire (6)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Socialism (6)

Deindustrialization

Communism (6)

Downsizing

Mixed Economy (7)

Oﬀshoring

Informal Economy (7)
Industrial Society (7)
Deindustrialization (8)

Bullet-point answer questions:
1) What are the three types of power?

Downsizing (8)
11

2) What are the three types of authority?
3) What are the three basic types of economies?
4) What are the four basic types of governments?

11) Define deindustrialization and explain what other social events
that happened around that time that could have caused the
US to move in this direction in the 1970s.
12) According to the video, Why Voting is so Diﬃcult, what are

Short answer questions:

some ways that we could increase voter participation in the

5) What are the three types of power and use parenting as an

agree or disagree? Explain.

US? What does the author argue is the problem? Do you

example for each?
6) What are the three types of authority and give an example of
each?
7) What are the three basic types of economies and give an
example of a nation that has that economy?
8) What are the three ways that economies can change and give
an example of each of them?
9) What is the diﬀerence between the power elite model and the
pluralist model and give an example of both?

Critical thinking questions:
10) Define the sociological imagination and explain how you
learned who the authorities are in your life and how this was
socially enforced.

12

Section 5

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Should You Spank Your Child by Strange Fruit

have talked about spanking in the context of you know, your

Sociology

cultural upbringings, that there's certain cultural backgrounds,

ANT: I teach family marriage, and that's a fun class, we do a lot
of fun activities, but one of the questions that always comes up
and there is no qualitative evidence, no quantitative evidence,
that can ever sway one's position when whenever they are say "I
agree" or "disagree", no evidence I can show them to the
contrary can change their mind. And that is, should you spank
your child.
BRUCE: Mmm. Yeah, no that's, that's a hard one.

and even class backgrounds, that spanking is more pervasive,
let's say it like that, or people get a lot of ass whoopins'. That
would be the way I would say, in my household was a ass
whoopins' household, my mom was straight-up it's like it's do
what I say, get a asswhoopin', this is how this is going, there's no
alternative, my mom was a Japanese immigrant. So therefore,
she couldn't go into a lecture format or anything like that, it's like,
it was all short and was like do this, and I was like and if I
resisted, it's like asswhoopins' abound. And my mom's
Japanese, we had this rice cooker...

ANT: That's tough.
ANT: Yeah, I was gonna say...
BRUCE: That's a tough one.
BRUCE: And she would snatch, she would snatch the extension
ANT: We have great discussions, but it's tough to sort of come to

cord out the rice cooker, and proceeded to hurtin' somebody,

any sort of conclusion. So, what is your answer, that, what is

and back in the day, that was completely normal, today this

your response or how do you teach that or deal with that?

would be completely be considered child abuse and child

BRUCE: You know what, it's, I can imagine what's happening in
your class because I've never taught family, but you know, what I

protective services would have been notified because there was
welts all up on my back to the legs and all of that, and but for
real, look I'm Dr. Bruce Hoskins now. I teach sociology at a really
13

good community college, and yo, ummm I'm fine now, really I am.

BRUCE: Up-and-coming, relative, well I'm old now. I'm 40. I just

And it's like the things that tell me what you should do with this is

turned 43, but you know...

like, it always, it always centers around how did you feel about
the ass-whoopin' and it's benefits in your life, and it's like, and if
you were the person that got whooped and you hated the

ANT: Well I'll be 40 and won't be arrested.
BRUCE: There we go.

whoopings, then yeah you're going to say "Well I'm never gonna
whoop my child", but that's really easy to say when you don't
have kids.
ANT: Very easy to say when you don't have kids. Very easy to say
when you don't have kids.
BRUCE: Incredibly easy to say when you don't have kids.
ANT: For me, I don't recall ever being whooped by my parents,
ummm I know my dad was, so he was in the military so he was
gone a lot.
BRUCE: Yeah.

ANT: Knock on wood.
BRUCE: There we go.
ANT: So, you know, that's a huge part of it, but how do you
manage that now as a parent? That's, that's a tough one.
BRUCE: You know what...
ANT: Because you have the evidence, you know you're aware,
but how do you do that as a parent?
BRUCE: Yeah, because there's a recent article that was just
talked about in you know, academia and what not, to say that

ANT: My mother actually tells the story that she whooped me

spanking, like basically, lowers the cognitive abilities of a child.

once, and that last time I needed a whoopin'. And that's sort of

Like if they claim that they've been spanked and then therefore

one of the pieces of evidence, is that spankings only provide fear,

it's like their cognitive abilities have been reduced. Basically

or oﬀer fear for the child. In my case that's all I needed. I guess

meaning, that if you talk to your child, that your child never learns

I'm still afraid my mom, but as you say, look at us today.

what's right and wrong and things like that, and that you need to
talk to them in order to help them develop why, "the why" of it,

*Haha*

versus to just not do. Now I get that, I really do, and as a working,
when I was in a working-class I actually understood way more
while my mom didn't I mean bother, I mean besides not speaking
14

English very well. But that my environment was way more, I'm

ANT: And I think you make the biggest point of all, is that this,

gonna use the word hazardous if you would, in that there's some

these are class issues, right?

absolutes that need to be listened to, and dangit I'm not going to
try to rationalize them with you, do not do drugs, do not go over

BRUCE: Yes.

to that corner at night, do not talk to certain people. And it's like,

ANT: The fact that working class folks raise working-class kids, as

no cognitive, no nothing. Not a "why", a "what", don't do this,

they themselves are being disciplined and punished at work.

and if you don't, bad things will happen to you. And I actually

Which is without the negotiation, which is without the freedom,

understand and respect that, but as a middle-class person I trade

while middle-class jobs, you do negotiate with your boss, you are

my, I don't spank a whole bunch, I do spank, spanking to me is

consulted. And so then you then end up training and rearing your

open hand across the behind or whatever, and um, I do spank

middle class child that way. So, that was good.

them every once in awhile, but I spend much more time talking to
them. And I see the eﬀect, now my kids are like trained

ANT: That was very informative. I still don't know what to do

negotiators, and so rather than get in trouble, they negotiate their

without spanking, I still don't know, but we're one step closer.

way through the space like "Yo, dah dah dah", you know, but this
is the reason why, and their explaining it to me, and it calms me
down, it gives you that moment to think and then I'm like "You
know what, I see what they're saying, look don't do that..here",
and we're talking and all that, and so, you know that's what I do
with my kids and I understand. I completely see, like I said, the
value in both sides, I would just be, I'm always hesitant to just, to

BRUCE: Toolbox. A toolbox. Spanking is one tool in the toolbox,
but there's gotta be other stuﬀ in there. That's what I feel.
ANT: Take away their Disney movies.
BRUCE: Take away Disney movies...yeah, well, at least that.
Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis

just completely take away something from a parent's toolbox
though of tools. What that study actually means more to me is
that, don't just spank your kids. Sooner or later, talk to them,
whatever, but don't just, don't let not the only, oh you know, the
only tool in your toolbox be spanking in regards to disciplining
your kids. You need a wide variety of disciplinary things, so that

21 by Patric Roche
21. My father is run over by a car. He is passed out in the road
with a blood alcohol content 4 times the legal limit. I do not cry.
Four months later, The nurses lose his pulse, and I wonder whose

you can figure out what actually worked better for the child.
15

life flashed before his eyes. Rewinding VHS tapes Old home

coﬀee tables, picture frames Tumbling, stumbling. I find his AA

videos

chip on the kitchen counter.

20, 19. I haven't brought a friend home in four years.

14. My father's been sober for 10, Maybe 11, years? I just know

18. My mother sips the word "divorce". Her mouth curls at the
taste like it burns going down.
17. I start doing homework at Starbucks. I have more meaningful
conversations with the barista Than with my family
16. I wait for Christmas Eve. My brother and I usually exchange
gifts to one another early This year, he And my father exchange
blows. My mother doesn't go to mass.
15. I come up with the theory that my father started drinking

We don't even think about it anymore.
13, 12, 11. Mom tells me Daddy's "meetings" are for AA. She
asks if I know what that means. I don't. I nod anyway.
10. My parents never drink wine at family gatherings. All my other
aunts and uncles do. I get distracted by the TV and forget to ask
why.
9, 8, 7, 6. I want to be Spider-Man. Or my dad. They're kinda the
same.

again Because maybe he found out I'm gay. Like if he could make

5, 4, 3. I have a nightmare The recurring one about Ursula from

everything else blurry, Maybe somehow I'd look straight.

The Little Mermaid So I get up I waddle toward Mommy and

15. My mother cleans up his vomit in the middle of the night And
cooks breakfast in the morning like she hasn't lost her appetite.
15. I blame myself.
15. My brother blames everyone else.

Daddy's room, Blankie in hand, I pause. Daddy's standing in his
underwear Silhouetted by refrigerator light. He raises a bottle To
his lips.
2, 1, 0. When my mother was pregnant with me, I wonder if she
hoped, As so many mothers do, That her baby boy would grow
up to be Just like His father.

15. My mother blames the dog.
15. Super Bowl Sunday My father bursts through the door like an
avalanche Picking up speed and debris as he falls Banisters,
16

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Cuz He’s Black by Javon Johnson
So I'm driving down the street with my 4-year-old nephew. He,
knocking back a juice box, me, a Snapple, today y'all we are
doing manly shit. I love watching the way his mind works. He
asks a million questions.
Uncle, why is the sky blue?

more on his ability to deal with the "authorities" than it does his
own literacy.
"Get up," I yell at him. "In this car, in this family, we are not afraid
of the law." I wonder if he can hear the uncertainty in my voice. Is
today the day he learns that uncle is willing to lie to him, that I am
more human than hero? We both know the truth is far more
complex than do not hide. We both know too many black boys
who disappeared. Names lost. Know too many Trayvon Martins,
Oscar Grants, and Abner Louimas, know too many Sean Bells

Uncle, how do cars go?
Uncle, why don't dogs talk?
Uncle, uncle, uncle, he asks, Uncle, uncle, uncle, he asks, Uncle
uncle uncle, as if his voice box is a warped record.

and Amadou Diallos. Know too well that we are the hard-boiled
sons of Emmett Till.
Still, we both know it's not about whether or not the shooter is
racist, it's about how poor black boys are treated as problems
well before we are treated as people. Black boys in this country

I try my best to answer every question, I do. I say it's because the

cannot aﬀord to play cops and robbers if we're always

way the sun lights up the outer space. It's because engines make

considered the latter, don't have the luxury of playing war when

the wheels go. It's because their minds aren't quite like ours. I say

we're already in one. Where I'm from, seeing cop cars drive down

Yes. No. No. Yes. No. Yes. No. I don't know. Who knows? Maybe.

the street feels a lot like low-flying planes in New York City. Where

We laugh.

I'm from, routine traﬃc stops are more like mine fields, any wrong

He smiles at me, looks out the window, spots a cop car, drops his
seat and says, "Oh man, Uncle, 5-0, we gotta hide." I'll be
honest. I'm not happy with the way we raise our black boys.
Don't like the fact that he learned to hide from the cops well
before he knew how to read. Angrier that his survival depends

move could very well mean your life. And how do I look my
nephew in his apple face and tell him to be strong when we both
know black boys are murdered every day, simply for standing up
for themselves?
I take him by the hand, I say be strong. I say be smart. Be kind,
and polite. Know your laws. Be aware of how quickly your hands
17

move to pocket for wallet or ID, be more aware of how quickly the

Z, who’s you know or whatever and that Jay-Z, he uses the ’N’

oﬃcer's hand moves to holster, for gun. Be black. Be a boy and

word all the time and that Jay-Z uses misogyny and in his lyrics,

have fun, because this world will force you to become a man far

all the time and so how are, how are we having this quote, this

more quickly than you'll ever have the need to. He lets go of my

‘double-standard’ so that was that was the setup from the from

hand.

the radio show or so um, ya Ant, tell me what you think about

"But Uncle," he asks, "Uncle, what happens if the cop is really

that.

mean?" And, it scares me to know that he, like so many black

Ant: Don't consume Jay-Z. You cannot consume Jay-Z. You can

boys, is getting ready for a war I can't prepare him for.

consume Hip-Hop and to consume Jay-Z. You cannot consume

Movie 1.4 Jay Z versus Donald Sterling by Strange Fruit
Sociology

the National Basketball Association without consuming the Los
Angeles Clippers. Furthermore, this whole idea of that it's it’s
process or the fact that the tape is hidden, or the fact that this is

Bruce: Let's do this, let's do this. Look there was a time, look but

his personal use, that means absolutely nothing in the grand

I know people are talked out about Donald Sterling and all that

scheme of things. The fact of the matter is the National Basketball

but I was listening to talk radio show, just the other day and there

Association profits on the dollars, and the bodies, and talents a

was this really interesting point to me..

predominantly African-American base. Point blank period, that is
not not up for discussion, with the exception of the coaches in

Ant: You see my face, I'm already getting mad. I can feel it.

the front oﬃces and the people in the front of the stands..

Bruce: If there’s an intellectual point, that I was like, yo

Bruce: Yeah.

Ant: No, there’s a point, not intellectually.

Ant: ..basketball is Black.

Bruce: Ok, ok there was a point that was made on the talk radio

Bruce: Yeah.

show they said ok so here we are we're going up to Donald
Sterling because he's being racist, because he’s racist and he got

Ant: ..right? It is it is Black, it is something that African-Americans

caught on videotape and um on tape and all that stuﬀ and I was

have gravitated to, since the nineteen seventies, right? Now,

like, and then the person said but what about someone like Jay-

spare you the history of how basketball becomes a part of that
legacy, right? You gotta start with New York and a lot of those
18

places, but the point of the, the entire point of the thing is that

something that goes blantly against the core values of the

you have commercial sponsors that are doing this. Jay-Z is not

league.

necessarily selling sponsorship, he's not advertising for Kia, he’s
not advertising for State Farm, he’s not advertising for all of these
companies that are trying to tap into an African-American fan

Bruce: And so, in summary… Jay-Z is an artist.
Ant: Jay-Z is an artist.

base in order for him to say, whatever Ciroc, Tom Ford, yes, Jay-Z
is doing that, but they are purchasing the clientele that does that

Bruce: And we shouldn't hold an artist to any social standards

and uses that language and speaks to that, and lives that

because that is actually what they're critiquing, we have to give

ideology, itleast in their entertainment consumption. This idea

them a lot, a big birth when it comes to something like that. Well

that, ‘Donald sterling…’ Quentin Tarantino makes movies about

Donald Sterling is not an artist and he’s racist as hell, he got

killing people, in fact, glorifies him but we don't put that, the

caught on tape, suck it up, sell the organization, if that's what you

responsibility of that onto Quentin Tarantino. We don't put the

got to do. And I don't feel sorry for you because you're about to

responsibility on that of Jay-Z. This is entertainment, right? To

make like a billion, like two billion dollars is all. Yeah, suck it up.

quote Jay-Z, ’It’s only entertainment’. Donald Sterling is not in the

Yeah, I’m good. Are you alright? You gonna be okay?

business of selling a movie theater or music or entertainment he
is in the business of putting on a basketball event. He's in the
business with other, with 29 other people, who said, ‘We want
diversity’, ‘We want other folks included’, ‘We want a diverse fan
base’, ‘We want diverse players’, ‘We want diversity everywhere’,
whether or not they do it, they want that.
Bruce: Yeah.

Ant: Why you do this to me?
Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis
Capitalism by Porsha O
Benjamin, George, and Thomas are not America's founding
fathers. Listen I'm the pimp who built this shit and trust, at every
chance I'm unzipping my pants so I can pull out my penis and

Ant: So, when you are caught on tape, on purpose or not, if you

piss in your mouth. I'm nasty like that. You are my puppet, and I

get caught, that's between you and your side-chick. That’s her

got you held up by my strings. Keep that gun at your temple. It's

fault, that’s your fault. You got caught and so you can no longer

simple. I'm the pimp who built this, and I put drug dealers on

be a part of this organization, when everything, when you say,

corners so they can make my money, and I put white collars in
19

corner oﬃces so they can make my money, and while you're out

everything, and I know you thought the devil was bad as hell, but

here doing nine to five, I'm working overtime to make sure the

the motherfucker ain't got shit on me, and the more you reach for

hungry never get fed. To make sure them colored kids never go to

that monetary peak, you become more like me, and When

college, to keep that knowledge shit out they head. I'm a bad.

poverty is thick, and a single mother has to sell her body to dick,

Lucifer ain't got a damn thing on me. I fucked myself and gave

to feed her fatherless kids, remember America never had

birth to slavery . You thought when they genocided Native

founding fathers. It always had me, and believe, I'm the pimp who

Americans, they were moving West? Motherfucker they were

built this shit, and you, you ain't nothing but my bitch.

moving toward me. They call me capitalism, and I slit throats with
dollar signs. I'll tie the American Dream around your neck and

Movie 1.6 Why is voting so diﬃcult?

laugh when you lynch yourself for a dime. You're soul is mine. All

So the Pew Research Center found this out, that less than sixty

your thoughts belong to me. I'm no reason women take oﬀ

percent of people in the United States who are eligible to vote,

clothes and keep a pole between their legs. I'm the reason

actually vote in presidential elections. While only about forty

executive directors bring that work home, and never work, on

percent of people vote during midterm elections. So then how

working, only homes. My favorite color is green. My only hobby is

can we make these numbers better? Ok, so did you know that

sex, and I do one hell of a job fucking people over. I rake the rich

the vast majority of developed countries, 28 out of 30 four to be

and I ejaculate on the poor, as to keep my system in check, and

exact, have compulsory voting practices. Which basically means

the rest of y'all in the middle are like toilet tissue. I wipe my ass

that they force you to vote and so places like Belgium and Turkey,

with you, do you understand? I am capitalism. Racism is my son.

they do things like this. However, I don't know if we would do that

Gentrification, it's his sister. The jail system is my illegitimate

in the United States because forcing someone to do something,

daughter, and public schools are my badass grandkids. Can't you

that's just it just sounds Un-American, right? But other countries

see, all of your oppression is related back to me. I'm the king in

are they also automatically register people who are reached the

this bitch, and I'm so slick with this shit that you're thinking you

eligible age and so right now in the United States, only 71 percent

only worked for what you need. My blood is made of envy, I

of voting age citizens are registered to vote, while there is ninety-

breathe death into your...you are a slave to me. Bow down. Get

six percent in Sweden and ninety-three percent in the United

this money. Sell your soul. Here's a nickel and a dime, not turn

Kingdom, right and so and so then think about how helpful that

that shit into gold, become cold, ruthless, destroy any worthless

would be rather than have organizations like the league of women

human being you have to. You worship me because I control
20

voters or rock the vote go and spend all those resources, we can
just automatically do it, right. We can also use our technology to
make registering as easy as just one click away um and do
something like that. We can have a national holiday and
encourage people to have like election parties like we have Super
Bowl parties and get to know the issues that are at hand before
they go and cast their vote. Um, however let me put my conflict
theory hat on and suggest that a reason why we might not want
to do this is because the people in power might not want this to
happen and did i mention that of all those countries that have
compulsory voting, that they're also socialist countries and so
maybe, then, as a conflict theorist, that maybe voting is diﬃcult,
on purpose.
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SECOND EDITION

Sociology in
Praxis

Bruce C. Hoskins

Chapter 13

Age,
Environment,
and Health

Section 1

Aging and Society
Gerontology is the study of the sociological and psychological

Perspectives on Age and Aging

aspects of aging and the
problems of the aged and has

Movie 1.1 Pops

become of paramount

insights to age stratification theory,
which seeks to understand how

importance as the Baby

society makes distinctions based on

Boomer generation, which is

age.

understood today as anyone

Should people still be

considered an adult at the age of 18?

in their mid-50’s to late-70’s,
enters into retirement.

A person living a longer life gives new

Why not 21? Why not 16 or younger?

As a

Should retirement age remain at 65 or

society, we are experiencing

should it be 67 or even 70? Symbolic

social challenges that have

interactionists are interested in how

never occurred before in

conceptualizations of age will change

history because education

as it is commonly accepted now that

about health and advances in

30 is the new 20. What this suggests

medicine and have increased
people’s life expectancy and

1) https://youtu.be/9M0YsXj8DaA - Video

is that people will be allowed to

has caused many nations to

2) What is the main point of this video?

explore life options, advance their

have more people over the

3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

age of 60, 70, 80 and higher.
(View Movie 1.1)

4) How has growing older aﬀected you? Explain.

education levels and work in multiple
careers before they settle down, get
married and have children.
Functionalists would argue that
2

having predetermined ages for specific events and stages in life

discriminated against is through receiving lesser pay for equal

contribute to stability and order in society.

work after controlling for experience. (View Movie 1.2)

If there is a set age,

then people can build up traditions and ceremonies around these
key moments in life that will help develop a common identity
amongst members of society.
Graduations and marriages are
community events that allow
the public to (re)aﬃrm its
values and beliefs and gives

However, the vast majority of ageism happens in the workforce to
people that are 40 or older.

Layoﬀs and early retirement

disproportionately aﬀect older

Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis

employees because they tend to

F**K YOU Old People by Tayler Geiger, Ben Tolkin, Andie
Berry, and Sam Lai

make higher salaries, but it should
be noted that they also have the
most experience to help a company

c o n fir m a t i o n t h a t t h e s e

through economic downturns.

principles are being passed

Not

being hired or limited promotion

down to the next generation.

opportunities happen because of

Concerns about who

concerns with how long older

determines what is young or

employees will stay with the

old are the focus of conflict

company or assumed health issues

Ageism refers to

when it is impossible to predict such

theorists.

prejudice and discrimination
based on a person’s age.
People younger than 30 can

factors.

1) https://youtu.be/y2LalkecFfs - Video

Socialization Over Your Life Time

2) What is the poem about?

experience ageism in the

2) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

workforce regarding

3) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

process remains active in our lives.

promotions.

4) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

The life course perspective

If a qualified

individual appears too young
many employers may bypass

As we grow older, the socialization

considers the roles people play over
a lifetime, the ages associated with

this person for a promotion because older subordinate staﬀ may

those roles, and how people are socialized into those roles. (View

not respect them.

Movie 1.3) Major shifts in the social roles that we play are usually

Another way that young people are

3

marked with a rite of passage, which is a formal event that

to get married, who you should marry, and how soon you should

marks the transition from one status to another. For people in the

have children. Although many children are born out of wedlock, it

US, 18 is the age of adulthood and has many rites associated

is still the case that marriage marks the time when two people are

with it.

ready to become parents.

The right to vote, being able to sign for yourself and

registering for the draft all happen at

Another rite of passage that is

this age. However, perhaps the most

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis

s i g n i fic a n t e v e n t t h a t m a r k s

Life in Reverse by Gray Thomas

adulthood is graduation from high

However; this number will

fully in their responsibilities as a

most likely rise as people are

In many Latin American

expected to live longer and

countries, women reach the age of

stay healthier throughout their

adulthood at 15 and are celebrated

lifetimes.

with a quinceanera, while Jewish

and the aging individual

boys become men at 13 and have a

mutually sever many of their

Bat Mitzvah and Bar Mitzvah

Marriage is a rite of passage that
happens for the majority of people in
the US by the age of 29, while 40
years ago the vast majority of the

1) https://youtu.be/j_CSzwf5ww0 - Video

relationships. Therefore

2) What is the poem about?

retirement marks the golden

2) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
3) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
4) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

population was married by the age of
25.

Disengagement

theory suggests that society

girls become women at age 12 and

respectively.

retirement which happens to
most in people their 60‘s.

school and allows people to engage
citizen.

very significant in the US is

years of a person’s life where
they formally disengage from
the workspace and seek to
enjoy the remaining years of
their lives.

As one gets older,

Although biologist would state that we are born with the

we must be socialized into how to retire in a manner where you

desire to procreate, the concept of marriage is entirely a social

are still independent and can do many of the things that you

construction. Our culture will teach us what is an acceptable age

could not do with children and a full work schedule. You need to
4

know what an IRA (Individual Retirement Account) is, how to

Movie 1.4 Poetry in Praxis

apply for social security, and how to manage a fixed budget to

The Jewel Inside by Wanda Goines

name just a few things.
However, one of the most challenging things for retired people to
deal with is how to spend all of their extra time. Although most
young people today would play video games, watch TV or surf
the web for all hours of the day, activity theory suggests that
those elderly people who remain active and socially involved will
be best adjusted.

In other words, playing video games all day

would be one of the WORST things you could do to maintain
good mental, physical and social well-being. Examples of staying
active would be to join a social club, play a sport, travel, workout
at the local gym or even maintain a part-time job. Anything that
increases your interaction with actual people. (View Movie 1.4)

1) https://youtu.be/2YxCR2a-sxI - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

5

Section 2

What is Healthy?
Health is a state of complete
physical, mental, and social wellbeing. Measuring a nation’s health

When people think of being

Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis
Explaining My Depression to My Mom by Sabrina Benaim

healthy, they focus on not being
sick.

Social epidemiology is

is done primarily through two

the study of disease distribution,

factors: Infant mortality rate,

impairment, and general health

which is the number of deaths in

status across a population.

the first year of life for each 1,000

These scientists focus on

live births and life expectancy,

morbidity rates, which is the

which is the statistically projected

incidence of disease in a given

age that a person in that nation is

population.

likely to live. In the US our infant

the fact that across the world

mortality rate is approximately 6

poverty is the biggest killer

per 1000 live births, while our life

1) https://youtu.be/aqu4ezLQEUA - video

expectancy is close to 79 years

2) What is the poem about?

old. According to the New England
Journal of Medicine Christopher
Murray, D. Phil and Julio Frenk
state that although we spend the

because impoverished people
are exposed to so many risk

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

most per capita on health, these

They take note of

factors such as hazardous living
and working conditions, a
nutrient deficient diet, low
education levels and lack of
health care. They also find that a

numbers ranked us at 37th for infant mortality and 36th for life

person’s race, ethnicity, gender, and age can aﬀect a

expectancy.

population’s morbidity rates and seek to find ways to address
6

these circumstances while appreciating the socio-cultural

Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), which is a real and

challenges that may contribute to poor health.

quantifiable disorder where people have diﬃculty focusing, sitting
still and lack overall impulse control.

The Medicalization of Society

Although this disorder is

diagnosable and treatable, this may be one of the most socially

The importance of health care as a social institution has

over identified illnesses of our time.

increased dramatically over the years. Society has come a long

legitimate psychiatrist, many people will diagnose themselves and

way from using leeches to suck away the bad blood that was

use this as an explanation for poor performance in school.

supposed to make people sick.

Now medicine and health

Teachers may identify ADHD as the problem rather than their lack

practices have been heavily researched and quantified into pills

of desire to teach in a manner that is engaging to students of this

by pharmaceutical companies.

generation.

Modern medicine has been proven to be eﬀective in treating the
symptoms of illness; however, many of the remedies that we use
have side eﬀects that also need to be addressed.

Therefore,

there has been a growing shift toward holistic medicine, which
refers to therapies in which the health care practitioner considers

Rather than going to a

And educational administrators may also speak of

ADHD rather than mention the fact that many public schools have
removed music and art programs that engage in kinetic
modalities of learning and have shorted the duration of recess. In
other words, ADHD is real but could be more of a function of
modern society being more structured and goal-oriented than it
has ever been before.

the person’s physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual
characteristics. Chiropractors treat back pain by attending to the
health of the spine rather than surgery; nurse-midwives turn
breeched babies rather than perform C-sections; and
acupuncturist’s focus on the flow of energy throughout the body
rather than harsh chemical interventions.

The Perspectives on Health
Although the definition of health is quite simple, quantifying what
is considered healthy is an entirely diﬀerent subject.

Symbolic

interactionists would be interested not only in how a given culture
defines health but also how it is maintained. If you were to do a

Eﬀectively being able to treat symptoms of illness has created a

content analysis of magazines that purport to focus on health

society that does not critically think about how these symptoms

what would you see? Men’s health revolves around being able to

may be pointing us to bigger health issues that if left untreated

see their muscles! The epitome of men’s fitness is the six-pack

will only make the symptoms worsen over time.

abs. What this suggests is that males need to build up muscle

Consider
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mass and lose body fat. Most men are even encouraged to gain

mass, which is clinically proven to help burn body fat.

weight rather than lose it. And the media supports this image by

who are thin are assumed to be in good shape, and when women

rarely if ever, illustrating men who have small frames and slight

who have a problem losing weight find out about how little a thin

builds as masculine. This portrayal is so prevalent that two top

woman does to maintain their dress size, they hate them. (View

comedians, Kevin Hart (small
frame) and Chris Rock (slight
build), joke about this fact in their
stand-up routines.

Women

Movie 1.6)

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis

However, although functionalists

Dear Ursula by Melissa May

would never condone people
making themselves sick or hurting

Women’s health in the US is

themselves to achieve social

almost entirely defined by being

standards of health, creating an

thin.

If you were to analyze the

image that is diﬃcult to obtain

covers of female-focused

fuels capitalistic ventures to help

magazines, you would find that

people strive towards society’s

over half of them have some

desired body.

version of a diet regarding how to

businesses are out there that

lose 5lbs in a week, 10lbs in three

focus on health and nutrition?

weeks or 20lbs in two months

How many places are there to

coupled with a scantly clothed

1) https://youtu.be/xLSnNSqs_CQ - Video

How many

workout? How many weight loss

pencil thin woman who has

2) What is the poem about?

clinics or nutrition specialists are

fig u r e d o u t t h e s e c r e t t o

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

out there?

happiness.

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

achieve that ideal body, you have

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

to continue to workout just to

Symbolic

interactionists would also point
out that this thinness has very
little to do with actual fitness.

These weight loss programs usually focus on eating habits and
mild workout regimens (i.e. walking) rather than building muscle

Also, once you

maintain it.

Although lowering your body fat percentage is a good health goal,
conflict theorists would be quick to argue that women are
8

negatively aﬀected by our current construction of women’s
health.

Movie 1.7 Culture-Bound Syndrome and Phobias

The culture-bound syndrome refers to a disease or

illness that cannot be understood apart from some specific social
context and in the US women of all ages are plagued with
anorexia nervosa and bulimia because of society’s focus on
thinness rather than health.
Another issue for conflict theorist in the United States relates to
the significant discrepancies in the health of black and white
people. Black males have a life expectancy of approximately 72
years while their white counterparts are at 77 years.

Black

females are at about 78 while white women are at 81 years.
Infant neo, and post-natal deaths are twice as likely to occur
amongst African Americans than for white people. One reason
for this diﬀerence is that black people are more likely to suﬀer
from the stress of racial discrimination, which heavily contributes
to hypertension, stroke and heart disease. However, research has
also uncovered that black people are less likely to receive
standard health care and life-saving treatment procedures than

1) https://youtu.be/RVUxWsKvL8c - Video
2) What is the main point of this video?
3) What example(s) do the authors use to illustrate their point(s)?
Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Can you think of any other examples of how certain social issues
can show how you and your friends are concerned about very
diﬀerent things? Explain.

White people even when they have similar health coverage. (View
Movie 1.7)
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Section 3

The Environment and Us
Our environment is something that we interact with continuously,

and-balances that happen in every decision we make at a local,

but do not think about it much

national and global community and

in the course of our everyday

how we can better serve our planet.

lives.

How much we think

about our environment is

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Sorry by Prince Ea

water on people’s health cannot be

changing as we have

calculated because of the vastness of

uncovered that the manner in

the problems.

which we treat our world

over 1.1 billion people lack safe and

Human ecology studies the

adequate drinking water. Additionally,

interrelationship between

over 2.6 billion people have no real

people and their environment.

way to sanitize wastewater, which

We continue to learn about

further threatens the quality of their

pollution and its various
environment is a multifaceted
endeavor that is not limited in
how we manage our waste,
but also how we use natural
resources.

Therefore, human

ecology studies the checks-

Water is essential to

life, however, throughout the world,

aﬀects us in many ways.

eﬀects, but caring for our

Water Pollution – The toll of unsafe

water supply and the water of others.
1) https://youtu.be/eRLJscAlk1M - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

Air Pollution - The World Health
Organization has found that air
pollution directly contributes to over
700,000 premature deaths per year
and that more than 1 billion people
across the world are exposed to
10

unhealthy and potentially damaging levels of air pollution.

Air

however, we also produce over 2 billion books, 340 million

pollution in our inner cities is primarily caused by automobile

magazines, and 24 billion newspapers each year.

emissions, power plants, and other heavy industries.

recover over half of all aluminum from beverage containers (about

Another result of air pollution is global warming, which is the
significant rise in the earth’s

700, 000 pounds), we still discard 2.8 million tons a year.

the 11.5 million tons of glass

surface temperatures that occurs
when industrial gases, i.e. carbon

Trailer Trash by Cristopher Gibson

dioxide, are released into the

What is Trash?

phenomenon as a real and
d a n g e r o u s r e a l i t y, t h e U S

Although technological shifts

continues to struggle with what

allow us to recycle more

should be done to counteract this

materials, symbolic interactionists

hazard. The Kyoto Protocol was

are concerned over the education

created in 1997, and its intent

failed to ratify it, while Canada
withdrew its support in 2011.
Recycling – Concerns over
scarce resources has caused

may be our greatest challenge as
only recovered 8% of this total.

research vastly supports

response. The United States has

produced in 2011, but plastics
we produced 32 million tons, but

Although scientific

was to provide a unified global

We

recovered approximately 28% of

Movie 1.9 Poetry in Praxis

atmosphere.

Although we

process concerning what is
1) https://youtu.be/pXVqq_0VWLg - Video

considered trash versus what is

2) What is the poem about?

recyclable. (View Movie 1.9) Just

3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?

a few decades ago, people had

4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?

very little social consciousness

5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?

society to focus on recycling

regarding recycling besides the
motivation to collect a nickel for a
glass soda bottle.

However, a

eﬀorts. However, there is a lot of work that needs to be done. In

better understanding of the eﬀects of pollution and how large

the US 70 million tons of paper and cardboard were recovered;

landfills can aﬀect our environment has encouraged society to
11

invest considerable resources to make recycling a common

Research has demonstrated that the communities of poor people

practice. Every major city now has a recycling plant, many cities

of color are more likely to have environmental contaminats than

give people large bins to put their recyclables and collect it

any other group.

themselves, and most parks and recreational areas have recycling

hazardous waste plants, incinerators and multitudes of freeways

containers. Perhaps more important to the socialization process

and train tracks that contribute to air and noise pollution. A direct

are the ad campaigns that emphasize the need to manage our

example of this is how the US government persuaded the

waste and how they are coupled with children-oriented TV shows,

Goshute Indians to accept more than 44,000 barrels of highly

e.g. Captain Planet, that train us to understand that taking care of

radioactive material, but these plans have not yet been

our planet is everyone’s responsibility.

implemented because of massive opposition.

Functionalists would not be concerned with the behaviors that

Developed countries represent approximately 15% of the world

aﬀect our environment; however, the environment becomes a

population and yet use over 60% of all available resources.

concern when it aﬀects that status quo. When pollution has an

Conflict theorists study this imbalance and argue that developed

impact on a critical mass of people in a particular society, it then

countries often exploit undeveloped countries by monopolizing

becomes a social issue that society needs to address.

Large-

their natural resources and by limiting their ability to produce. A

scale social practices such as doing your taxes and reading the

prime example of this would be the case of Brazil. In its eﬀorts to

newspaper, books, and magazines have become increasingly

become an industrialized nation, Brazil has cut down some of the

paperless transactions, but the cost of the technology to engage

rain forest surrounding the Amazon River to increase farmland

in these activities is still prohibitive to many.

and mining opportunities.

Also, this

These communities are more likely to have

However, environmentalists in

perspective would be first to understand that societies will

industrial countries have lobbied to reduce and even eliminate

continue to create waste products and therefore would put more

this practice because of its eﬀect on the global environment,

energy and eﬀort into finding new places to put our garbage, i.e.

especially as concerns over global warming continue to increase.

the moon, than in finding other alternatives.

The challenge with this is that these countries are restricting the

Environmental justice is a legal strategy based on claims that
racial minorities are subjected disproportionately to environmental
hazards and would be a major focus of the conflict perspective.

development of another nation because their growth will
exacerbate a problem that the industrial countries created
themselves. (View Movie 1.10)
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Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Global Warming by Genevieve Leet & Aimee Le

1) https://youtu.be/Mlfnw26gH4I - Video
2) What is the poem about?
3) What larger social factors is the poet concerned about?
4) What do you think the poet believes is the problem?
5) Is the poet suggesting a solution? If so, do you agree or
disagree? If not, what do you think might help?
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Section 4

Chapter Review
Chapter Vocabulary

***parentheses indicate page number***

Environmental justice (13)

Gerontology (2)

Key Terms ***need to illustrate concept with an example***

Age Stratification Theory (2)

Ageism

Ageism (3)

Life Course Perspective

Life Course Perspective (3)

Rite of Passage

Rite of Passage (3)

Culture-Bound Syndrome

Disengagement Theory (4)

Environmental Justice

Activity Theory (5)

Bullet-point answer questions:

Health (6)
Infant Mortality Rate (6)
Life Expectancy (6)
Social Epidemiology (6)
Morbidity Rates (6)
Holistic Medicine (7)
Culture-Bound Syndrome (9)
Human Ecology (11)

1) What two age ranges do people experience ageism?
2) What is the infant mortality rate and life expectancy of people
in the US?

Short answer questions:
3) Name three rites of passage and what they signify in a
particular society

Global Warming (12)

14

4) What is the diﬀerence between disengagement theory and
activity theory and give examples of both?

Critical thinking questions:
5) What is culture-bound syndrome and give an example of how
this happens within a particular culture?
6) What has environmental justice research uncovered about
pollution? What are some things that you suggest that we do
about it?
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Section 5

Transcripts
Movie 1.1 Pops
Alright, so this is about becoming the old person on the
basketball court. I can't even tell you how badly as when I was
young, I'm 42 now, and when I was younger I used to see the old
person on the basketball court, they would have the socks a little
bit higher, their shorts would be a little bit shorter, as a matter of
fact they would be a lot shorter, and here they are playing
basketball with other young dudes, running around, and you
know not doing much of anything, but really trying to participate
in the game. And here I am at twenty…that wasn't me at 20
years old, but then I became the old person on the basketball
court and I feel a lot diﬀerently about that guy now. Because, and
I found this out because when I walked to the basketball court
people started calling me sir, and I'm like “Why, who’s…why
would you call anybody sir at the basketball court? I don't even
understand that”, when I was playing against this dude, I was
posting him. Yes, I was posting him up. I was posting him up,

talking to me like this? And I was thinking about all the social,
psychological things that were coming with this, that here I am,
now older, and now I’m thinking about how I used to talk about
those older guys on the basketball court and becoming that guy,
right? Now to whatever degree, I've become that guy, and when
we talk about sociology, it's like what makes us treat older
people the way that we do? What makes us discount the abilities
that an older person might have? What is it about our society,
that in our society we tend to devalue older people, while in other
societies they tend to value older people as being wise and
knowledgeable? In our society though, we put people away in
retirement homes and things like that, and when we're talking
about this, understand that when you are at the basketball court
or wherever it is you're at, that those set of assumptions that you
have, the way that you’re behaving towards someone is due to
those cycle adult, excuse me, do to those sociological, to the
way that we've been socialized.

and he was like “Pops, you better get out of the key”, and I’m
like “Pop, boy I will smack you!”, but this was just a whole
diﬀerent set of things when I was thinking about why are they
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Movie 1.2 Poetry in Praxis
F**K YOU Old People by Tayler Geiger, Ben Tolkin, Andie Berry,
and Sam Lai

bootstraps that's not how physics works.
Oh sure you didn't study for physics what about for
A functioning middle class, an economy that isn't shit,
A society that didn't have a hard on for college education so

To the Parent, Reporter, Magazine Editor, Politician,

throbbing it's practically pornographic,

That calls our generation lazy entitled delusional whiners

And colleges didn't own us like a fucking cartel.

Especially whatever shmuck coined the phrase "generation me"

But here we are and you guys seem to think that us pointing any

Fuck you!

of this out

After we solve this financial crisis you call "an economy"

Is equivalent to us sticking our thumbs up our asses and blaming

Instead of telling our kids:

the moon

"Back in my ay we had to walk to school uphill both ways"

There's a fucking diﬀerence!

We'll be saying things like:

You're not even robbing Peter and blaming Paul

"Back in my day an hour of work couldn't pay for a parking ticket"

You're robbing Peter and blaming Peter.

or

We didn't make the stock market into a shamble.

"Back in my day a year of college education cost as much as a

We didn't take the tax code beyond reason.

sports car" or my favorite

We also didn't give ourselves crippling debt just for shits and

"Back in my day our parents raised us to be their 'special

giggles.

snowflakes'

So who did?

and then were disappointed in us when we believed them".

So who did indenture us with these bank, and their loans, to

You tell us stuﬀ like "follow your passion"

pieces of fucking paper?

"That your hard to break"

To these asinine standards we just can't seem to reach,

"Pick yourself up by your bootstraps".

It's not like we haven't been trying really really hard.

We are America after all manifest your destiny as one of Uncle

We don't want the world handed to us, we also don't want to bust

Sam's chosen elect.

our asses and stay broke anyway.

Blah, blah, blah.

So sorry if we don't pay attention when you guys tell us "not

By the way you can't actually pick yourself up by your own

everyone gets a trophy"
I don't want a trophy I want a fucking job.
17

And you guys are are parents, our mentors, our friends,
We want you to be proud of us but just like with computers and
cell phones

Movie 1.3 Poetry in Praxis
Life in Reverse by Gray Thomas

You really have no idea what you're talking about.

sometimes i wish we could live our lives in reverse and watch as

What would you know about student loan debt, like really.

all the events play out backwards, everything becoming simple,

Or working full time at internships, for free.

easy, and perfect. now if we lived our lives in reverse it would

Or earning half of a living wage.

begin with the mortician pulling us out of our coﬃns, and it would

These are new problems as young and awful as we are,

end with a doctor trying to shove us feet-first into our mother's

And no amount of telling us "we understand we've been there"

vaginas. We’d go to school to learn how to forget everything we

Will change the fact that no you fucking haven't.

know. we'll give our expensive university diplomas to a stranger

Look we know "fuck old people" is a little simplistic and we're just

standing on a stage wearing a long black robe, then we'd shake

saying it because we're angry

his hand and smile into a camera that erases the moment forever.

But actually fuck old people.

and if we lived our lives in reverse then weeping brides would kiss

Fuck letting corporations control out lives.

their soon-to-be fiancés, only to put the veil over their face and

Fuck letting the 1% quadruple in wealth since we were born.

walk slowly away from them, up the aisle, towards the door, as

Fuck paying us the least of any generation while we do the most

she exits the chapel their love would begin to wane until they no

work any generation has ever done.

longer knew each other's names. and fathers- fathers would pour

Most of all

gallons of themselves into small square bottles, then take the

Fuck you old people

bottles down to the local liquor store and place them on the

Who call us the delusional ones

crude shelves. the liquor store owners would give the fathers their

This is your mess act like it.

pay checks in small but gracious increments. and if we lived our

Stop calling us names and take your own advice,

lives in reverse then enemies would become friends

Act your fucking age.

instantaneously just because they said a bunch of shit to each
other backwards. and my friend mackenzie- my friend mackenzie
would become my friend again instantaneously. she'd become
my friend again as i watch as she pushes herself into dozens
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upon dozens of syringes and then donates these syringes to the

white hair, and I asked my reflection, 'How did you get there?'

dirty old moonbeam merchants. this act of charity would leave

You once were straight and vigorous and now you're stooped and

her looking younger, ravishing, unshakeable, alive. meanwhile the

weak, when I tried so hard to keep you from becoming an antique

moonbeam merchants, they'd take their fistful of syringes and

My reflection's eyes twinkled as she solemnly replied, 'You're

empty them of their contents onto little pieces of tin foil, allow it

looking at the gift wrap and not the jewel inside.

to cool until it became a fine, white powder then they would take

A living gem and precious, of unimagined worth

the powder and form it into poppy gum, put the poppy gum into

Unique and true, the real you, the only you on Earth

poppy blossoms, then they would gather oarfuls of poppy

The years that spoil your gift wrap with other things more cruel,

blossoms and spread them across huge fields. it would be

should purify and strengthen, and polish up that jewel

wonderful. entire countries would be covered with mackenzie

So focus your attention on the inside, not the out

flowers. and if we lived our lives in reverse then oceans would

On being kinder, wiser, more content and more devout

throw airplanes at the sky, thousands of people would jump from

Then, when your gift wrap's stripped away your jewel will be set

their stomachs to the tops of tall buildings, and life row inmates

free, to radiate God's glory throughout eternity.

would sit strapped into chairs as their death is shocked out of
them. and this poem, this would be the beginning of the poem
and not the end of it, and it wouldn't be recited by me, it would

Movie 1.5 Poetry in Praxis
Explaining My Depression to My Mom by Sabrina Benaim

be recited by you, the audience. it would be recited by your ears
while i stood up on this stage and listened with my dumb mouth

Explaining my depression to my mother: A conversation Mom, my

wide open as every single word is pressed into it. and it wouldn't

depression is a shapeshifter One day it's as small as a firefly in

begin until you gave an applause, and it wouldn't end until there

the palm of a bear The next it's the bear On those days I play

was complete and profound, silence.

dead until the bear leaves me alone I call the bad days "the Dark
Days" Mom says try lighting candles But when I see a candle I

Movie 1.4 Poetry in Praxis
The Jewel Inside by Wanda Goines

see the flicker of a flame Sparks of a memory younger than noon I
am standing beside her open casket It is the moment that I learn
everyone I will ever come to know will someday die Besides

I looked in the mirror and what did I see, but a little old lady

Mom, I'm not afraid of the dark, perhaps that's part of the

peering back at me With bags and sags and wrinkles and wispy

problem Mom says I thought the problem was that you can't get
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out of bed I can't, anxiety holds me a hostage inside of my house

sunken city My mouth a bone yard of teeth broken from biting

inside of my head Mom says where did anxiety come from

down on themselves The hollow auditorium of my chest swoons

Anxiety is the cousin visiting from out of town that depression felt

with the echoes of a heartbeat But I am just a careless tourist

obligated to invite to the party Mom, I am the party, only I'm a

here I will never truly know where I have been Mom still doesn't

party I don't want to be at Mom says why don't you try going to

understand Mom, can't you see That neither can I.

actual parties, see your friends Sure I make plans, I make plans I
don't want to go to I make plans because I know I should want to
go I know sometimes I would have wanted to go It's just not that

Movie 1.6 Poetry in Praxis
Dear Ursula by Melissa May

fun having fun when you don't want to have fun Mom You see
Mom each night Insomnia sweeps me up in his arms dips me in

In 2012, Disney released a line of villain dolls depicting Ursula, the

the kitchen in the small glow of the stove-light Insomnia has this

classically full-figured Sea Witch from The Little Mermaid as a

romantic way of making the moon feel like perfect company Mom

designer, couture, size zero. From one rolling midsection and

says try counting sheep But my mind can only count reasons to

tame less will to another, my sweet Ursula — I cannot imagine the

stay awake So I go for walks, but my stuttering kneecaps clank

sick flip of your stomach, to see your image dissected, chins

like silver spoons held in strong arms with loose wrists They ring

shaved waist cinched, your silhouette robbed of every ounce of

in my ears like clumsy church bells reminding me that I am

delicious curve. To find after two decades of existence that your

sleepwalking on an ocean of happiness that I cannot Baptize

evil was more worthy of preservation than the iconic body that

myself in Mom says happy is a decision But my happy is as

held you, you — big lady, were the only Disney character who

hollow as a pin pricked egg My happy is a high fever that will

ever looked like me. And while you may not have had the waist-

break Mom says I am so good at making something out of

line of a princess I'll be goddamned if you didn't have the

nothing and then flat out asks me if I am afraid of dying No Mom I

swagger of a Queen. The way you sashayed around your lair in

am afraid of living Mom I am lonely I think I learned that when

full makeup black flamenco number cut so low in the back that

Dad left how to turn the anger into lonely the lonely into busy So

your every twist and shimmy displayed the gorgeous tuck of your

when I say I've been super busy lately I mean I've been falling

r o l l s . Yo u m a d e b a c k - f a t l o o k f u c k i n g s e x y .

asleep on the couch watching SportsCenter To avoid confronting

You made living in this body a little less like a curse.

the empty side of my bed But my depression always drags me

I wonder how they told you, did they sit you down over tea,

back to my bed Until my bones are forgotten fossils of a skeleton

delicately frosted cakes lining your chipped porcelain? Explain it
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as a marketing technique, a vehicle to make you more palatable

of something, right? And so Arachnophobia is probably the most

to a culture that demands perfection? I hope you crushed the

common phobia and that's the fear of spiders, that makes perfect

fucking teapot in the clench of your fist. I hope you grew a

sense, right? We have

thousand feet tall and drowned them in the whirlpool of your rage.

snakes. Astraphobia is the fear of thunder and lightning, right?

I wish I could have watched you suck the voices from their tiny,

Carcinophobia is the fear of cancer. Again, makes perfect sense

breakable throats. But I know you wept, I know you licked the

to me. Basiphobia is the fear of falling. Taphephobia is a fear of

icing from each and every cake, I know you broke, like a slow

being buried alive. Now these all are very rational things that need

burn. Wasn't it enough that they made you a witch? That you

to be afraid of, but here's where things start getting a little

were already beyond the bounds of their franchise royalty? They

culturally interesting, right? Coulrophobia, is the fear of clowns.

expected little girls to recoil from the wicked inside your laugh,

Now look, I don't know about you, but clowns are freaky. Clowns

w h e n i n s t e a d , t h e y w o r s h i p e d y o u r h o n e s t y.

are scary, I don't know how, who created that to be funny, I don't

Ursula, I don't want you cut down into bite-sized pieces.

know how that work, but clowns are freaky. Especially if you

You weren't easy to swallow for a reason. I want you larger than

watch Stephen King "It", you'll never see clowns the same way,

life, flaming red lips, black flamenco dress — I want the thick of

I'm just telling you, but anyway. We also have Aerophobia, which

your tentacles, your conjurer's hands, the jiggle of your ample

is the fear of flying, and so not unless society has flying like

bust. I want you dressed to the nines on a runway, I want every

planes or something like that, then would you even be afraid of

little girl to see a heroine in a size 24. Ursula, Queen of the Ocean,

flying, right? A Globophobia is the fear of driving, and so again if

you were never just a witch to me. You were perfect — every

you don't have cars, how can you be afraid of driving?

pound, every inch, every swell, perfect. And I pity the poor,

Aglobophobia is the fear of balloons, anyway, that's funny.

unfortunate soul who would dare paint you as anything less.

Telephonophobia is the fear of talking on the phone, and so what

Movie 1.7 Culture-Bound Syndrome and Phobias

Ophidiophobia, which is the fear of

happens is that people who have Telephonophobia, they prefer
texting, that should be interesting, in and of itself. One that we

So I would argue that of the phobias that we can diagnose people

say a lot, I hear a lot is Technophobia, which is the fear of

with, are definitely part of this culture-bound syndrome, and so, if

technology. We have Coasterphobia, which is the fear of roller

you think about the more, the more dominant phobias out there,

coasters, right? Kinemortophobiato is the fear of zombies. Now I

and remember what phobia is. Phobia is a fear, a debilitating fear

don't know who you are, but look, I watch "Walking Dead". I get
that, that one actually makes perfect sense to me, but if you're
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not watching "Walking Dead", then I don't know how afraid you

them down. Cut them down with brutal machines, horrific, at a

would be of zombies. And my favorite one, this is a hard one, so

rate of 40 football fields every minute, that's 50% of all the trees

bear with me, so Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia, and

in the world all gone in the last 100 years. Why? For this. And that

that's the fear of long words. And so, this is what I'm talking

wouldn't make me so sad, if there weren't so many pictures of

about in regards to, if your culture doesn't have automobiles, if it

leaves on it. You know when I was a child, I read how the Native

doesn't have long words, if it doesn't have airplanes, then there's

Americans had such consideration, for the planet that they felt

a lot of these phobias that wouldn't even register for you as a

responsible, for how they left the land for the next 7 generations.

phobia because you wouldn't even know what it was.

Which brings me great sorrow, because most of us today, don't

Movie 1.8 Poetry in Praxis
Sorry by Prince Ea

even care about tomorrow. So I'm sorry, I'm sorry that we put
profit over people, greed over need, the rule of gold above the
golden rule. I'm sorry we used nature as a credit card with no
spending limit. Over drafting animals to extinction, stealing your

Dear Future Generations, I think I speak for the rest of us when I

chance to ever see their uniqueness, or become friends with

say, sorry, sorry we left you our mess of a planet. Sorry that we

them. Sorry we poison the ocean so much that you can't even

were too caught up in our own doings to do something. Sorry we

swim in them. But most of all, i'm sorry about our mindset, cause

listened to people who made excuses, to do nothing. I hope you

we had the nerve to call this destruction, "Progress". Hey Fox

forgive us, we just didn't realize how special the earth was, like a

News, if you don't think climate change is a threat. I dare you to

marriage going wrong, we didn't know what we had until it was

interview the thousands of homeless people in Bangladesh, see

gone. For example, I'm guessing you probably know what is the

while you was in your penthouse nestled, their homes were

Amazon Desert, right? Well believe it or not, it was once called

literally washed away beneath their feet due to the rising sea

once called the Amazon Rain Forest, and there were billions of

levels, and Sara Palin, you said that you love the smell of fossil

trees there, and all of them gorgeous and just um.. Oh, you don't

fuels, well I urge you to talk to the kids of Beijing who are forced

know much about trees, do you? Well let me tell you that trees

to wear pollution masks just to go to school. You see you can

are amazing, and I mean, we literally breath the air they are

ignore this, but the thing about truth is, it can be denied, not

creating, and they clean up our pollution, our carbon, store and

avoided. so I'm sorry future generation, I'm sorry that our

purify water, give us medicine that cures ours diseases, food that

footprints became a sinkhole and not a garden. I'm sorry that we

feeds us. Which is why I am so sorry, to tell you that, we burned

paid so much attention to ISIS, and very little how fast the ice is
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melting in the arctic. I'm sorry we doomed you and I'm sorry we

their laps. I wish I could tell you because we are constantly giving

didn't find another planet in time to move to. I am s... You know

gifts, but lord knows since the factory closed, those are more rare

what, cut the beat, I'm not sorry. This future I do not accept it,

than red-nosed reindeer. No, it's because here, in the EastView

because an error does not become a mistake, until you refuse to

trailer park, we leave our lights up year-round, and I know what

correct it. We can redirect this, how? Let me suggest that if a

you're thinking to yourselves. Those damn lazy rednecks, this has

farmer sees a tree that is unhealthy, they don't look at the

nothing to do with being lazy. Social protocol states that when

branches to diagnosis it, they look at the root, so like that farmer,

you leave a light on, someone is welcome, and people are always

we must look at the root, and not to the branches of the

welcome here. I know all of my neighbors names and faces. I can

government, not to the politicians run by corporations. We are the

see where their houses are so I know that I am not alone. There

root, we are the foundation, this generation, it is up to us to take

are always a row Chili Peppers lighting my way home. I know that

care of this planet. It is our only home, we must globally warm our

we've all been taught that trailer parks are America's out houses,

hearts and change the climate of our souls and realize that we are

with the wasted go to keep getting wasted, and yes I do believe

not apart from nature, we are a part of nature. And to betray

whiskey can cure the flu, the common cold, and a broken heart.

nature is to betray us, to save nature, is to save us. Because

This does not make me more, this does not make me an

whatever you're fighting for: Racism, Poverty, Feminism, Gay

alcoholic, just like you getting a little kid to giggle at a fart joke,

Rights, or any type of Equality. It won't matter in the least,

does not make you a comedian. Besides, every hipster in here

because if we don't all work together to save the environment, we

should be thanking us. We were the first ones to wear tank tops,

will be equally extinct.

cutoﬀ jean shorts, and drink cheap disgusting beer. Yet, while the

Movie 1.9 Poetry in Praxis
Trailer Trash by Cristopher Gibson

world calls them trendy, they just call me trailer trash. I remind
them no, that gets picked up on Thursdays. I remember the May
4th tornado , it wiped out every house, the only thing left there
was our bathtub. We knew that everyone made it through, that's

Around here it's always Christmas and no it is not because we

how we know we didn't lose anything, the only diﬀerence

sing carols, the closest that we get to that is when we're

between you and I, is my house had wheels that simply taught

screaming in unison about where the lawn furniture should go.

me, home is not a place. My mother told me to dream of

Yes, there are two men here who like Santa Claus, they are not

something better than this lot. I move to a city with more people

jolly, they are truckers. They don't want your kids anywhere near

crammed in it than I thought possible. The saddest day of my life
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was moving into an apartment building , 84 tenants, I knew none

show you how thick the exhaust blazed across her shoulders in

of their names. I could not recognize them passing me on the

the Conch of her ear I hear an angry sea in there mud turned

street. I spent my nights walking in a city with more lights than I

chalk colored warming sounds friendly it sounds like tea or a firm

could imagine, yet I could not find my way home. 200,000 people,

handshake try global burning global skin snaps that sizzles eyes

I had never felt so alone. So I went home and I nailed Christmas

desecrate it's big like SUVs like a six bedroom house with two

lights to my door. In the first hour I met three people, they were all

people in it like air-conditioning running in an empty movie theater

trying to tear them down, but I learned their names and I can now

like tree roots like levies like egos and appetites and concepts

see them on the street and wave. As cliché as it is, you can take

packaging accusation dumpsters all of them gasping to swallow

the kid out of the trailer park, you cannot take the trailer park out

you what is hot hot is a scrape whistle buzz feeling every

of the kid. When I pass the trailer, I do not see those chili peppers

molecule of yourself vibrate and wishing you could it's disgusting

as cheap, tacky, or redneck, but as a landing strip waiting to

combustion a continual compulsion to pick and pick yourself to

welcome me to touch down. Around here is always Christmas.

pieces because you can't stop expanding imagine having hot

Movie 1.10 Poetry in Praxis
Global Warming by Genevieve Leet & Aimee Le

flashes at puberty having to explain snow days hailstorms frosted
glass in a sun-scorched terrified era where the most expensive
kind of ice isn't around your neck it's in your drink and when you
would explain to kindergarten kids that space is freezing expect

What's black and white and red all over a sunburned penguin

gasps that your little warmed over brain can tortilla itself around

we're talking six kids grappling to fit in the freezer box pressing

I'm too young to remember what we're losing I'm small a hundred

sweat film foreheads against foggy coke cans we're talking

and twenty-five pounds of metabolic heat that's not enough to

autumn nights the temperature of blood and schools canceled

melt an ice cap when I climb in Lake Superior my chest ceases

due to spontaneous combustion there are no cold cuts or ice

my shins ache my teeth crack I couldn't chip a mountain with

cream and no one not even Vo Sia is cool anymore thing about

these thin arms if i were to camp on a glaciers flanks press my

global warming is it doesn't pay too well why bother if i didn't fly if

palms to snow it might take my body in trap me frozen there if I

I didn't exhale if i dropped out of existence the temperature would

were lucky I'd be the ice woman get found by my descendants on

keep rising it's too big to see even if I lie flat backed I can't

ski trips my exhale is no more threat to that sky than my spit is to

fisheye my vision enough to take everything in I can't echo the

drowning Manhattan ever stand beside a glacier and inhale how

pinched brow expression of a fevering planet but maybe I can

negligible you are it's looking at you glittering like a mountain of
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teeth and it says you don't matter except sometimes nothing x 6
billion is something this is what happens when a planet gets
devoured it's sand patches growing on the throat bed it's shaking
hands like tsunami waves this is a planet getting irritable getting
soured getting pissed oﬀ this is the city getting chewed up and
swallowed up and thrown up we can't win in this match between
us and our homes no matter who takes the fall eventually were
sunk drowning in good hands suﬀocating on our own breath you
can't be the last man standing without something to stand on.
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